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Foreword 

FOREWORD 

A historian must possess a special kind of hindsight to create a narrative history 
rather than a mere compilation of facts and details that are a part of history. Like 
Epimetheus, the historian must have 20/20 vision looking backward that not only 
discerns facts, figures and events but also aligns them in relative position one to the 
other, elucidating their interrelatedness, clarifying their uniqueness, and bringing 
into focus the milieu of which they are a part. 

Recreating the history of a state university is a demanding task for the historian. 
People, programs and politics are prime variables in the process, and they are con
stantly changing. Each has an impact and is important to the institution's history. 
For a while, whether a short period or long, an individual president through his 
administration becomes the spotlight which illuminates the history of the institu
tion during his time. And the spotlight reflects back on the man, highlighting his 
strengths and shortcomings and indelibly identifying his role in the history of the 
institution. 

Dr. Marietta LeBreton has done an outstanding job of researching and recreat
ing the history of the first one hundred years of Northwestern State University and 
has developed a flowing narrative that regenerates the lives and times of people 
and events of the university's history. The resultant book is an important contribu
tion to the scholarship on American higher education. While rel a ting the birth of 
Northwestern as a post-reconstruction era Normal School, whose first home was 
a former private mansion and later a Catholic convent, and tracing its evolution 
as a teachers college, general purpose state college, and regional university, Dr. 
LeBreton bas providt;d us with more than the specific history of Northwestern 
State University. She has given students of higher education an exceptional work 
of scholarship on the evolution of one of the unique institutions of the world, the 
American regional multi-purpose publicly supported university. 

The counterparts of Northwestern State University exist in every state of our 
union. The history of most, beginning with the first one established by Horace 
Mann in Massachusetts in 1839, share a common genesis and evolution. Different 
people in different places experiencing different events make up the specific histo
ries of each of the several hundred regional state universities that exist today. 
However, there is a generic commonality that identifies them as being part of a 
larger whole. 

Dr. Le Breton's book beautifully portrays the uniqueness of Northwestern State 
University, its deep roots in southern tradition and the politics of its becoming and 
being. At the same time, the author develops the model which is the generic Ameri
can regional state university. In both the book is successful and makes an impor
tant contribution to the literature of higher education. 
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The schools which evolved from the early American Normal schools have a 
proud history of service to the American public. They have become known as "peo
ple's colleges and universities" because of the access to higher education that they 
provided to the citizens of our country and because of the strong influence their 
graduates have had as teachers and members of the business and professional com
munities of our nation. 

Northwestern shares in this proud heritage of service. Particularly in the field 
of teacher education, it has held a place of preeminence in terms of service to Lou i
siana, the south, and the nation. Io the past few decades, its sphere of influence has 
extended far beyond the preparation oflarge numbers of teachers and administra
tors for our public schools. Its College of Nursing is recognized as a leader in nurs
ing education, and the graduates of its business, science and arts, and other pro
grams have gone on to distinguish themselves and bring credit to their alma mater. 

Justifiable pride is taken in the accomplishments and contributions of North
western State University during the first century of existence. There is strong con
fidence that this tradition of service and accomplishment will grow and continue 
to benefit the people whom the university is committed to serve. The university 
stands firmly and proudly on the foundation of its first century and looks to the 
future inspired by its tradition of excellence in teaching, research, and service. 

Joseph J . Orzc 
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Introduction 

INTRODUCTION 

The history of higher education m the United States is the story of three thou
sand different colleges and/or universities. Each has its own special character. 
Some are large whiJe others are smaU; many find their roots in religious move
ments and others are nonsectarian; a substantial number are private, but the great 
majority are public; there are two-year colleges, four-year colleges, graduate col
leges, and as many kinds of professional schools as there are professions. Distinc
tions among institutions are as numerous as the institutions themselves. Yet, in 
spite of this vast diversity, coUeges and universities have had a profound impact on 
the development of our country. The history of the United States is inexorably 
interwoven with the history of its institutions of higher learning. Thomas Jeffer
son, ever the sage, knew this when he wrote: 

I think by far the most important bill in our whole [Virginia] code 
is that for the diffusion of knowledge among the people. No other 
sure foundation can be devised for the preservation of freedom .. . . 

Academe has sent and continues to send into the world businessmen, physicians, 
attorneys, journalists, engineers, scientists, nurses and, indeed, representatives of 
every discipline known to mankind. But in termsofnumbersandin terms of impor
tance, the production of teachers outranks them all. Mr. Jefferson knew that not 
every citizen would benefit from a university education . He did recognize, howev
er, that every citizen was entitled to a basic education that, in turn, would make 
for a literate society capable of governing itself. This goal would be accomplished 
through the creation of thousands of local, public school systems staffed by hun
dreds of thousands of college-trained teachers. 

How and where would these teachers be trained? Faced with a similar challenge 
following the French Revolution, France founded a set of institutions called ecol es 
normale dedicated exclusively to the education and training of elementary and 
se.condary school teachers. (Norma le used in this context means the norms or stan
dards to be applied in teaching.) Based on the French model, the first American 
"normal school" was founded in Massachusetts in 1839. For the next one hundred 
years. the vast majority of elementary and secondary teachers and school adminis
trators in the United States were graduates of normal schools. 

By the 1860s at least one normal school was functioning in nearly every northern 
state. The South, with its overwhelmingly rural population and plantation-based 
economy, was unprepared to join the nor ma] school movement in the ante-bellum 
years. The Civil War, followed by more than a decade of debilitating reconstruc
tion, further delayed the South's re-entry into the mainstream of American higher 
education. Meanwhile, the normal schools of the North had become prestigious 
institutions representing the cutting edge of collegiate training in the field of 
teacher education. The clearly successful example of normal schools in the North 
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and the burgeoning need for teachers in a recovering South finally led to the estab
lishment of similar institutions in the states of the old Confederacy. Louisiana 
established its State Normal School at Natchitoches, Louisiana, in 1884. 

Higher Education in the United States has come a long way since the founding 
of the first normal school in 1839, and higher education in Louisiana has come a 
long way since the founding of Northwestern State University (nee State Normal 
School) in L 884. Throughout the nineteenth century and at least the first half of 
the twentieth, normal colleges were prestigious institutions serving an important 
need. In the "pecking" order of state systems of higher education, they were sur
passed in importance only by the major state research universities. But by mid
century, fundamental changes were taking place in American society that would 
threaten the very foundations of normal colleges. The United States was rapidly 
becoming a post-industrialized society. Teacher training remained the choice of 
many veterans attending college on the G.l. Bill, but a growing trend in f.avor of 
engineering, business, science, technology, and other professions was strongly evi
dent. The academic choices being made by students were mere reflections of eco
nomic reality. Some normal colleges responded successfully to the needs and 
demands of their students and society; others were unable or unwilling to do so. 
The postwar "baby boom" further exacerbated the dilemma faced by the normals. 
Parents, interested in minimizing costs, began pressing their elected state officials 
and legislators to allow other colleges to offer teacher education programs. (Actu
ally, this trend predates World War II, but it gained increased momentum in the 
postwar years.) Thus, most normal colleges were forced to share their formerly 
unique commodity: degrees in professional education. Community leaders, also 
citing the persuasive statistics created by the "baby boom,'' called for the con
struction of new colleges in their locales. Some of these new institutions of higher 
learning were built in proximity to existing normal colleges and all would offer 
teacher education programs. Finally, the normal colleges were established by well
meaning individuals who believed that the best place to educate college-age stu
dents was as far away as possible from populous, metropolitan areas. Almost with
out exception, normal schools were located in rural settings, away from large cities 
and the temptations which might corrupt young, innocent students. Population 
growth and shifts in population notwithstanding, many colleges whose origins can 
be traced to normal schools still find themselves situated in isolated areas away 
from major population centers. Thus, in the absence of a local population base on 
which to build a new foundation, the position of many former normal colleges has 
been further eroded. 

By and large, the difficulties that have beset the old normal colleges in the sec
ond half of the twentieth century are not of their making. There is, however, no 
solace to be found in that observation. How these venerable bastions of learning 
deal with these problems will determine their destiny for the remainder of this cen
tury and tbe next. It is my prognosis that these institutions, blessed as they are with 
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a gr~at history of s~rvice and s_trong traditions of scholarship and learning, will 
continue to play a vital - albeit altered - role in American higher education. 

William Arceneaux, Commissioner of Higher Education 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
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A Step in the Righr Direction 

Chapter I 

"A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION'' 

The year 1884 suggested a bright future for Louisiana which less than a decade 
earlier had emerged from the suffering and turmoil of Reconstruction. Over
whelming social, economic, and political rebuilding still faced the state but on the 
horizon sparks of change and hope flickered. In New Orleans the World's Indus
trial and Cotton Centennial Exposition exemplified and heightened Louisiana's 
interest in economic change and development. The excitement and activity of the 
fair reigned supreme throughout the city and southern Louisiana. In northwest 
Louisiana an even more significant, but less noticed, event was taking place. There 
a small town. Natchitoches, experienced the establishment of the first state
supported teacher-training institution in the state. The State Normal School, as 
it would be called, became the keystone for preparing an educated citizenry upon 
which the future of the state depended. A new era was dawning for education, and 
progress in general, in Louisiana. 

Although not particularly supported by many Democratic leaders for a multi
tude of political, economic, and racial reasons, interest in improving Louisiana's 
fledgling public school system, which had been smoldering since before the Civil 
War, emerged militant on lhe floor of the legislature during the session of 1884. 
On June I 6 Judge William Seay, a representative from Shreveport, introduced a 
bill to establish a state normal school. With the vigorous support of Represetita
tives Leopold Caspari of Natchitoches, E.A. Casidy of Robeline, Senator J . Fisher 
Smith of Many, Attorney General Milton J. Cunningham, also of Natchitoches, 
and others, Act 51 became law and was signed by Governor Samuel D. McEnery 
on J uly 7, 1884.1 The legislation authorized the establishment of a State Normal 
School "for the benefit of such white persons of either sex, of suitable age and men
tal qualifications, as may desire and intend to teach in the public schools of Louisi
ana."2 No state appropriations were to be expended for the construction, lease or 
purchase of buildings for the school, nor was any particular site mandated. 
Instead, the State Board of Education was directed ''to select a town, city or village 
... taking into consideration its healthfulness, convenience of access and the liber-

10fficial Journal of che Proceedings of che Ho11se of Representatives of the State of Louisiana at The 
Regular Session. Begun and held in the City of Baton Rouge. May 12. 1884 (Baton Rouge, 1884). 243 
and 394; Official Jo11rna/ of the Proceedings of the Senate of the State of Louisiana at The Regular 
Session, Begun and held in the City of Baton Rouge. May 12. 1884 (Baton Rouge, 1884), 297-98; Otis 
R. Crew, " History of Northwestern State College of Louisiana" (typewritten). 8; An Historical 
Sketch of Louisiana Seate Colleges (Baton Rouge, 1960), 1. 30-31. 
2 .. An Act to establish a State Normal School, and to provide for its administration and support." Acts 
Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana At The Regular Session. Begun and held 
at the City of Baton Rouge. on the twelfth day of May. /884 (Baton Rouge, 1884), 60. 
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ality of the inhabitants in furnishing the buildings, or the means of erection there
of. "3 Thus there occurred a scramble among Louisiana towns vying for the loca
tion of the new school. 

The State Board of Education invited each parish to propose a site for the nor
mal school. The towns of Fillmore in Bossier Parish, Greenwood in Caddo Parish 
Homer in Claiborne Parish, New Orleans in Orleans Parish, and Natchitoches i~ 
Natchitoches Parish submitted proposals. On October 6, I 884, the Honorable 
Leopold Caspari so effectively presented the Natchitoches petition that the town 
~as unanim~usly ~elected by the State Board . Captain Caspari, a super salesman, 
10 collaborat1on with H.B. Walmsley, drew up a proposition describing Natchito
ches: 

We present to the State ... the buildings and grounds occupied for many 
years, by 'The Convent of the Sacred Heart, ' which we do not think can 
be surpassed for the purposes of a large educational institution by any 
place in the State. ' 

The buildings consist of one large frame college with class and recita
tion rooms, chapel, etc., ample in number and size; one large brick con
vent, with, we think, about thirty-six rooms, and a neat little residence for
merly occu~ie~ by the priest. besides all necessary out buildings. 

These buildings have a plentiful supply of chimneys to insure warmth 
in winter and are well ventilated. There are seven large ground cisterns 
guaranteeing an abundant supply of cool water for all purposes. 

We think the buildings have accomodated [sic] about two hundred 
pupils, mostly boarders. 

The grounds consist of about forty acres of land, more or Jess, partly 
alluvial, under cultivation, and partly on the hill, around and back of the 
buildings, most of the hill land being uncleared. 

There are shade trees, in abundance, many pecan, and some fruit trees. 
The buildings are on the hill, commanding a fine view of the Cane River 

valley, and presenting a fine view for many miles down the river. 
Just in front of the grounds is a pretty clear water, still Jake, formed by 

a dam across Old River, and fed by springs, affording a fine boating 
course, and well supplied with fish, and within a mile to the rear, is a lake 
a few miles in area, affording plenty of fish and game in proper 
seasons .... 

At Natchitoches, the hills come up to the river; there are no local causes 
for sickness, and the health of the place is as good as any in the State. 

l_t is ~airly accessible by river and by rail, and when the tap is completed, 
wh1~h ts expected very soon, it will be very convenient of access, from all 
portions of the State. 

31bid., 62. 

2 

A Step in the Right Direction 

It is about the centre of the northwestern portion of the State, in which 
there are no public institutions; its past history and present importance 
entitle it to the consideration of the State.4 

Compliance with the three requirements of healthfulness, easy access, and avail
able buildings was clearly emphasized in the Natchitoches petition. Interestingly, 
the convent site had not yet been acquired by the town, but Captain Caspari 
assured the board that it would be if the Natchitoches petition were accepted. 

The Honorable Leopold Caspari, better known as Captain Caspari, was a native 
of France who immigrated to the United States in 1848. He settled in Cloutierville 
for ten years and then moved to Natchitoches where he engaged in farming and 
business. In 186 I he entered Confederate service and subsequently rose to the rank 
of captain. After the war he resumed his business pursuits which included the 
presidency of a railroad company designed to connect Natchitoches with the main 
line of the Texas and Pacific railway at Cypress. In 1884 he was elected to repre
sent Natchitoches, Sabine and DeSoto parishes in the State legislature.5 Captain 
Caspari knew his Natchitoches people well and his faith in them was not mis
placed. Quickly the mayor, town council, school board, police jury, other public 
officials, and the townspeople banded together to raise five thousand dollars to 
purchase the hundred-acre convent site with buildings.6 Neighboring Shreveport 
and Alexandria congratulated the small rural town on its coup in obtaining the 
state educational institution.7 · 

Undoubtedly the exuberant spirit of the Natchitoches people and their leaders 
was a deciding factor in the location of the new school. However, the town also had 
a most desirable site to offer. The original settlement of Natchitoches developed 
on a narrow strip of land between the Red River (now Cane River Lake) and 
higher land to the west. Gradually the village expanded to include some of the 
higher land. At an early date, the southernmost projection of this land formed a 

4 Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Publir £duration To The General Assembly. 1884-
1885 (Baton Rouge, 1886), ix; Extracts from the Minutes of the Meeting of the State Board of Educa
tion. 6 October 1884, University Archivel>, Archives Division. Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, 
Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana; Extracts from the Minutes of the State 
Board of Education, 6 October 1884, in .. Documentary History of the Original Site of Northwestern 
State College of Louisiana" (typewritten), I 58-64. 
5 John Oliver Peuis, "Development of the Louisiana State Normal College. 1884-1927" ( M.A. thesis. 
Louisiana State University, 1927), 1-2. Leopold Caspari served nearly thirty years as a member of the 
state legislature, first as a representative and later as a senator. Because of his lifelong effortS to pro
mote the interests or the State Normal School, he was called "The Father of the Normal.'" At age 
eighty-five. he died March 12. 191 S, in his home in Natchitoches. The entire student body of the State 
Normal School attended the funeral services. Current Sauce. March 25. 1915. 
6 Report of the Board of Adminisrrators of the Lcuisiana State Normal School, Natrhitoches. Le. To 
The General Assembly. 1890 (New Orleans, 1890), 19 Actually the convent site included two tracts 
or land totaling 95.05 acres. "Documentary History," 165-68. The earlier Natchitoches petition of 
Caspari and Walmsley had referred to only one tract which included 45.05 acres. 
1Shrevtport Times. Ociober 7, 1884; A/e,mndria Lcuisiana Democrat, October 9, 1884. 
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part of the personal property of Louis Juchereau de St. Denis, the French officer 
who founded Natchitoches and commanded the fort there until his death in 1744. 
At that time and later the area was dotted with Indian habitations and villages.8 

After several changes in ownership. the land was obtained by Charles Adams Bul
lard and his wife, Julia Ann Bludworth Wiley Bullard. The couple had married 
March 31, 1829, and two years later Charles purchased a tract of land fronting 
Red River from the succession sale of the property of Aime Rouquier, wife of 
James Bludworth, for three hundred dollars. Less than a year later he sold it to 
Bernard Leonard, the husband of Ann Bludworth, his wife's aunt. In 1840, after 
the death of her husband, Bernard, Ann Bludworth Leonard gave "in consider
ation of the love and affection which she entertains for her niece Mrs. Julia Ann 
Bludworth, wife of Charles Adams Bullard" the 49.05 tract of land south of the 
town of Natchitoches." ... the said property so by her given shall belong exclusive
ly to said Julia Ann Bludworth."9 At the same time Charles Bullard disposed of 
some other property belonging to his wife for his personal use and in turn trans
ferred to her aJI the buildings and improvements on the Red River tract valued at 
$12,625.54. Obviously still having financial problems, in 1847 Charles moved his 
legal residence from Natchitoches and the next year Julia Bullard sold the Red 
River property to James Taylor. 10 In 1854 Julia petitioned for a separation of her 
property from that of her husband because he was "in embarrassed circumstances, 
and in order to place her affairs in security to guard against a ll future difficulties 
& misapprehension .... " 11 In the meantime, James Taylor died and at a succession 
sale of his property in 1850 the Reverend Auguste Martin purchased a tract of 
land along the Red River consisting of 45.05 acres including buildings and 
improvements. In turn, on April 23, 1856, Father Martin sold the land to Madam 
Antoinette Bullion, Superior oftheAcademyoftheSacred Heart in Natchitoches, 
for $2,500. 12 

While the Red River tract, which later became a part of the site of the State 
Normal School, was in the hands of the Bullards, the couple built a very impressive 
mansion on their high ground. Constructed in 1832, the mansion faced eastward 
to overlook the Red River's floodplain and principal channel, now Chaplin's Lake. 
The Bullard mansion was a striking example of Greek revival architecture. A live 
oak avenue led from the river up to the two and one-half story home. Four massive 
round stuccoed columns rose twenty-six feet from their four-foot bases to support 
the east gable. Over the elaborate paneled doorway nestled a little balcony. The 
interior of the mansion was spacious but of a simple layout. A twelve-foot hall 

8Ross Phares. Cavalier in The Wilderness (Baton Rouge, 1952), 185-6: Hiram F. Gregory, et al. 
Natchitoches Parish Cultural & Historical Resoures (History). 1-27. 
9"Documentary History," 26-27, 30-34, 45-56. 
lOlbid., 47-49, 50. 55-57. 
11 Ibid., 51-54. 
l 2Jbid., 69-71. 7 5-77. In the succession sale of Taylor's property the 1ract of land was reduced from 
49.05 acres to 45.05 acres. 
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extended from the front doorway through the building to a spiral stairway leading 
to the second floor and attic. On the ground floor there were four rooms including 
two parlors, one on each side of the hall, for entertaining visitors. A small private 
chapel for family use was located behind the south parlor. The other rooms of the 
first floor as well as those of the second were used for living quarters. The second 
story rooms were designed much like those of the first story while the third story 
or attic consisted of one immense rectangular room where the Bullard family held 
parties, dances, and church affairs. 13 One Normalite later described the building 
as "Beauty and dignity from outside appearance-huge columns, wide galleries, 
Juliet balcony, lovely trees, commanding position at brow of Normal 'Hill,' 
enormous jug cistern - all made an [sic] powerful and lasting first appear
ance .... " 14 

When the Bullard mansion and land was acquired by the Religious of the Sacred 
Heart from Bishop Auguste Martin in 1856, the sisters were no strangers to 
Natchitoches. EarLier Bishop Antoine Blanc or New Orleans, whose diocese 
included the entire state of Louisiana, agonized that there was not a single Catho
lic school north of Baton Rouge. This distressing situation worrjed Bishop Blanc 
so he appealed to the Religious of the Sacred Heart lo open a school in Natchito
ches. Pleas from the town's residents, who even purchased land and a fine old colo
nial mansion for the school, supported the Bishop's urgent request. ln May 1847 
the Sisters agreed to go to Natchitoches where they established the first Catholic 
school in north Louisiana with six pupils. Their arri-val was met with crowds of 
curious townspeople and planter families with their slaves who lined the street to 
get a glimpse of the nuns. The school flourished until by 1850 it consisted of a 
two-story house and an adjoining day school accommodating one hundred pupils. 
A three-story addition was erected to house a chapel, assembly room and student 
dormitories. 15 Leslan Prudhomme, a young Creole gentleman whose sisters and 
cousins attended the school. provided glimpses of life at the academy. 

The establishment is spacious, the study rooms are large, the dormitories 
comfortable and orderly and adorned with neat and good beds, the play 
grounds vast, everything welJ calculated to promote the happiness and 
comfort of those lovely creatures that are there to be secluded from the 
world. till they come out to be the pride and glory of society. 16 

13 J .E. Guardia, "The Bullard Mansion" in "The Fiftieth Anniversary of The Act of the Legislature 
Establishing The Louisiana State Normal School, 1884-1934" (typewritten); Crew, .. Northwestern 
State College," 5. 
'
4Dean Varnado to Miss Mamie Bowman (Mrs. D.T. Tarleton), Tarleton Collection, Archives Divi

sion. Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
ISRoger Baudier, The Catholic Church i11 Louisiana (New Orleans, 1939), 362: Louise Callan, The 
Society of The Sacred Hear/ in North Amt'rica {New York, 1937), 493-94; Na1d1iroches Enterprise. 
February 14. 1956. 
l6Ca1Jan.Sod11tyofTheSat:red Heart, 496. 
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After a summer of parties, dinners, horseback riding, and dances with the young 
ladies from the academy who were on vacation, young Prudhomme lamented ; 

On the first of September the youthful beauties, our jewels, our sweet lit
tle doves, took their flight towards the town of Natchitoches, there to 
enter the Convent and remain imprisoned for one long year, to the great 
regret of their numerous friends and relations, of which I am one. The 
beginning of school was not very triumphant, nor to the satisfaction of the 
nuns ... for the nuns have rebuked them, upon their return to the convent, 
for having danced the waltz during vacation - and that with their par
ents' consent! And for a Little harmless divetsion, the girls must now go 
about bathed in tears. 17 

In 1850 the nuns received what was perhaps the greatest boost to their endeavors 
in Natchitoches- the appointment of Reverend Auguste Martin as pastor of St. 
Francis church and Vicar-general representing Bishop Blanc in north Louisiana. 
Father Martin was determined that the nuns' school would survive and grow. In 
1853 Father Martin became Bishop Martin of the newly created diocese of 
Natchitoches comprising all of north Louisiana with Natchitoches serving as the 
see city. Even with the enthusiastic support of the local bishop, life was not easy 
for the nuns nor was the success of their school assured. In 1853 and 1854 yellow 
fever broke out in Natchitoches striking down several of the religious and the fol
lowing year the sisters, along with the town's other residents, suffered from an 
eight-month drought which caused misery, devastation, and famine. By Novem
ber, 1855, the Religious of the Sacred Heart decided to close their Natchitoches 
convent but Bishop Martin pleaded with them not to abandon the children of the 
diocese. Again the Sisters heeded the bishop's urgent request and continued their 
teaching duties. In appreciation of their dedicated work and as an encouragement 
to stay in Natchitoches, in 1856 Bishop Martin ceded to the Sisters for the site of 
a new and expanded convent the Red River property. 18 

Excitedly in 1857 the Ladies of the Sacred Heart moved their convent to the new 
country site on the edge of town. The Bullard Mansion needed few modifications 
to house its new guests temporarily. The parlors and chapel on the first floor were 
left as they were while other rooms, as well as those of the second and third noors, 
served as quarters for the cloistered nuns. Within a year an additional school build
ing, later known as the Convent Building, was erected next to the mansion over
looking Red River. The two and one-half story red brick structure was circled on 
three sides with lower and upper galleries supported by twenty-six-foot pillars. 
These galleries provided 860 feet of covered walkway for the religious and their 
students. The interior design of the building was spacious but simple. Two wide 

17Jbid., 497. S · .r 
18Roger Baudier. The Ca1holic Owrch, 403-4; ''Documentary History," 75-77; Callao. ociery O; 

The Sacred Heart, 498-500. 
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Bullard Mansion and Convent Building 

halls intersected at right angles creating four rooms: a study hall. classroom, din
ing room, and music room. The second and third floors had similar but smaller 
rooms and halls and provided living quarters for the boarding slude~ts. Addition~ 
ally. the third floor contained cells, or tiny austere bedrooms, for the nuns. Near 
the school building was a small structure which served as a combined kitchen and 
bathing hall. It contained a number of old fashioned bathtubs in curtained-off 
compartments where the girls enjoyed, or perhaps more accurately suffered 
through, baths with water heated in kettles and brought in by attendants.19 

Not only Lhe buildings but the entire layout of the grounds faced eastward 
towards Chaplin's Lake, then the principal channel of the Red River. The drive
way led to the front gate on the lake while the present university main entrance 
served as a back gate. From the rear of the school buildings a cedar and pine avenue 
led to a statute of the Blessed Virgin Mary called "Our Lady of the Piney Woods'' 
where each evening the students assembled to pray. To the side of the statue was 
a little cemetery where five or six nuns were buried.20 ln J 866 the Religious of the 
Sacred Heart acquired an additional fifty-acre tract of land to the south and west 
of the original site. This increased the area of the convent grounds lo approximate
ly one hundred acres.21 

The grounds and buildings of the convent bustled with the daily activities of tbe 
nuns and students. The Religious of the Sacred Heart were divided into two cate
gories: the Ladies, usually called Madames, who were the teachers and the Sisters 
who performed housekeeping duties. The majority of the students, whose ages 
ranged from five to nineteen, were boarders from nearby towns. The girls wore 

19 J.E. Guardia. "The Sacred Heart Convent, 1846-1875, Natchitoches. La." in "Fiftieth Anniversa
rf' Crew. "Northwestern State College.'' 5-7. 
2 Guardia. "The Sacred Heart Convent;" Crew. "Northwestern State College," 6. 
2'"Documentary History," 151-54. 
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simple uniforms of blue dresses with while cuffs and collars. Al one time a board
ing student paid as much as three hundred dollars for a ten-month session. This 
sum included all necessary expenses except clothing. The day of a convent student 
was a full and regimented one. Aroused by a bell al 6:00 in the morning, the girls 
dressed quickly, especially on winter days since their rooms were without heat, 
attended Mass at 7:00, breakfast at 7:30, classes from 8:00 to noon, dinner al noon, 
classes from I :00 to5:30, supper at 6:00 and bedtime at 7:00. The daily routine was 
rigid and tedious especially since strict silence was observed except during recesses 
before and after noon. These recesses provided needed relaxation for the girls who 
happily gathered outside to play and talk. Every Wednesday the students were 
treated to a walk in the piney woods and occasionally to an exciting visit to the 
observatory on top of the Convent building where the heavens could be studied.22 

Despite the idyllic location of their convent, the Religious of the Sacred Hearl 
and their charges could not escape the deprivations of the Civil War and the result
ing hard times of the post-war years. The Ladies kept their school open during the 
war years despite the loss of many students whose families could not pay the fees. 
To aip these unfortunate students, the nuns reduced the cost of boarding for a ten
month session to sixty dollars and accepted payment at five dollars a month. Still 
the enrollment declined. An added burden for the Ladies was the difficulty of 
bringing necessary supplies, especially food, through the federal lines from south 
Louisiana. Stale bread and coffee substitutes replaced the prewar abundance on 
the dining tables of the school.23 At one point the war, itself, came dangerously 
close to the convent. During tbe Red River campaign of 1864, federal troops under 
Colonel Victor Vifquin occupied Natchitoches temporarily. The colonel suspected 
that ammunition, and perhaps Confederate fugitives, were hidden in the convent 
buildings. Placing his g1,1ns in the American Cemetery, he trained them on the 
school buildings and sent a note to the Mother Superior demanding the right to 
conduct a thorough search of the buildings. The Mother Superior immediately 
complied by hoisting a white nag on the observatory of the school building and pre
paring the girls for the experience of a federal search party. Despite her warnings 
to remain calm and conduct themselves properly, lhe girls excitedly cried, "Yan
kees! Yankees! Come see the Yankees!" when Colonel Vifquin and his men rode 
onto the school grounds. No ammunition or fugitives were found, but the Mother 
Superior felt obligated to apologize to the colonel for the rudeness of her girls and 
to punish them appropriately.24 

22Guardia, '"The Sacred Heart Convent." 
2J lbid.: 13audier, Catholic Church, 432. 
24Guardia, "The Sacred Heart Convent;" Carol Wells. Ezra Adams, and Don Sepulvado, Ca11f! Ri11er 
C?~niry, Louisiana (Natchitoches. 1979). 47; Mary Silveriu.~ Karnowsk1, "Natchitoches During The 
C1v1I War and Reconstruction Period." (M.A. thesis, Catholic Univer~ity of America. 1949). 55. 
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The convenl days have provided Northwestern with one version of its most per
sistent tradition-lheGhostofNormal Hill. The story involved a beautiful young 
French girl who was very popular with the opposite sex. Among her many suitors 
~as one whom she loved above all others, but unfortunately he was killed in a ques
tionable duel of honor. The grief-stricken young lady grew pale and withdrawn as 
she mourned the death of her lover. Seeking solitude she entered the convent at 
Natchitoches as a student and remained there to become a nun. The years passed 
and the sorrowing nun remained secluded even from the other members of her 
order. At night she would walk beneath the tall trees that grew near the convent. 
Some said she was crazy; others that she went there to meet the spirit of her lover. 
When the wind rustled the leaves ofth-e trees gently people would say, "The Little 
Nun sighs for her lover," but when the wind blew fiercely they said, "The Little 
Nun has quarreled with her lover." The day following a violent storm, the Little 
Nun was found dead in her room with a knife beside her and a bloody handprint 
on the wall where she grasped as she fell. When the convent building was torn 
down. tradition bas it, the ghost of the Little Nun moved to East Hall and after its 
demolition, lo the Music building, then to Caldwell Hall and after its destruction 
by fire, to what is now called the old Women's Gym. The ghost always inhabited 
the oldest building on campus which today would still be the old Women's Gym. 
The ghost of Normal Hill has been the source of many pranks at the college down 
through the years.25 

The Religious of the Sacred Heart struggled for ten years after the end of the 
war to keep their school open, but the poverty and economic disruption of Recon
struction proved too great an obstacle to overcome. Finally, in September 1875, 
the nuns closed the doors of their Natchitoches school permanently. Early the next 
year, they boarded a steamboat at Grand Ecore bound for New Orleans amid a 
number of sorrowing friends and supporters who had gathered to see them off.26 
Once again silence shrouded the halls oflearning on the hill overlooking Red Riv
er. 

for almost ten years after the departure of the nuns, the buildings and grounds 
of the old convent were unoccupied and deteriorated rapidly until its selection in 
October 1884 as the site for the recently authorized State Normal. The adminis
tration of the new school was under the direction of a Board of Administrators con
sisting of "five competent white citizens ... from the city in which the school is 
located .... " 27 They were appointed by the State Board of Education for four-year 
terms and received no compensation for their services. The duties of the adminis
trators were to ''elect all teachers ... , determine their compensation, and manage 
the financial and other interests of the school."28 E.E. Buckner, H.B. Walmsley, 

250ra Garland Williams, "Normal's Ghost Story,'' in "Fiftieth Anniversary." 
26Baudier. Catholic Church. 441; Crew, "Northwestern State College," 7-8. 
27"An Act to establish a State Normal School," Acts Passed by the General Assembly. /884 61 . 
28 tbid. ' 
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T.P. Chaplin, L. Caspari, and D. Pierson were appointed as the first Boar<l of 
Administrators. These gentlemen met on October 27, 1884, al Buckner's office in 
Natchitoches and organized themselves by electing D. Pierson president, T .P. 
Chaplin secretary, and H.B. Walmsley lreasurer.29 Two days later the board met 
again to consider wbat would be their most important decision - the selection of 
a suitable person as president of the school. State Superintendent of Public Educ;a
tion Warren Easton attended the meeting and was requested by the board to com
municate with educators interested in applying for the position. The administra
tors authorized Superintendent Easton to offer a salary of two thousand doJJars 
annually and living quarters on campus. After a month of searching, the board 
offered the presidency to Colonel S .H. Lockett of the State University who imme
diately declined it because of a previous commitment.30 Another month passed 
before the administrators offered the presidency again. Thei.r choice this time was 
Dr. Edward Ernest Sbeib of Baltimore, Maryland, who bad been highly recom
mended by Superintendent Easton. Dr. Sbeib immediately accepted but other fac
ulty selections were deferred until after his expected arrival in January 1885.31 

Meanwhile, the board involved itself with the mundane tasks of readying the 
buildings and grounds for the opening of school. Fences and privies had to be 
repaired, grounds cleared, and buildings prepared for the reception of students. 
Fortunately, the ladies of Natchitoches had raised almost one thousand dollars to 
repair the buildings since the board immediately encountered fiscal problems.3' 
The State had appropriated six thousand dollars per annum out of the general fund 
for the s~p_port of the Normal School, but these funds were to be paid in equal 
monthly mstallments upon the warrant of the president of the Board of Adminis-
t t 33 I d" . . ra ors. mme 1ate momes were scarce and 1t was not until the end of January 
l 885 that the administrators hired a maintenance person to perform necessary 
work at the school "at a salary not exceeding fifteen dollars monthly ... _,,34 

29Mi~utes, Board of Administrators, State Normal School of Louisiana (typewritten). l University 
Arcbi~cs. Archives. J?ivision, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State

1

University, 
~al~h1tocbes, Lows1ana. Cited hereafter as A.O., E.P.W.M.L., NSU. 

Ibid., 1·2. Samuel Henry Lockett was a West Point graduate who joined the Confederate cause dur· 
ing the Civil War. Jn 1867 he was appointed tolhe "Chair of Engineering and Commandant of Cadets" 
at Lo~isiana State Seminary al Pineville where he remained siJt years. During that time he made a topo· 
g~aph1cal survey and map of Louisiana. Resigning his position in J 873 for economic reasons, Lockett 
duec~e<! sever~) sch_ools in Alabama, spent time as an engineer in Egypt, and finally accepted a profes· 
sorsb1p m Engmeenog aod Mathematics at the University of Tennessee. Around 1884 Lockett entered 
private enterprise and dropped out of public view. He died at Bogota, Colombia, in 189 t. Samuel H. 
Lockett, Louisiana As It Is: A Geographical and Topographical Description of the State. Ed. by 
Lauren C. Post (Baton Rouge, 1969), vii-x. 
;~~nui,es, Board of Administrators,~· University Arc~ivcs, A.O., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 

B1enmal Report of the State Superintendent of Pubhc Education. 1884- f 885. 190. 
33''An Act to establish a State Normal School," Acts Passed by the General Assembly. /884. 61-62. 
34Minules, Board of Administrators. 2-3, University Archives, A.O., E.P. W.M.L. , NSU. 
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Despite the delays in selecting a president of the institution and the financial dif
ficulties encountered, the State Normal School was a reality. State Superinten
dent Warren Easton recognized the significance of these slight beginnings when 
he stated, "This is the most important educational movement that has occurred in 
this Stale in years, and is a step in the right direction. Much had to be done, much 
has already been accomplished. Today the Normal is a Jiving creature, at work, 
laboring for the future of your State."35 Superintendent Easton was prophetic in 
his observation. A step, even thought a faltering one, had been taken "in the right 
direction" toward progress in Louisiana's educational system. 

35 Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education. 1884- 1885. ix. 
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Chapter 11 

"LIGHT FROM ABOVE DOWNWARDS" 

The opening of the State Normal School at Natchitoches was part of a larger 
normal school movement that was sweeping across the United States in the late 
nineteenth century. Although the first teacher training institutions were of Euro
pean origin, originating in France and maturing in Germany, it was imperative 
that such institutions accompany the common school philosophy and practice of 
the United States. If free public schooling was to be available to all American chil
dren, then professionally trained teachers were needed to staff the common 
schools. In the early history of teacher education in the United States three chrono
logical periods can be identified: (1) 1600-1789, (2) 1789-1860, and 1860-1910. 
In the first period there was little interest in public education and correspondingly 
less in teacher education. The second period. 1789-1860, experienced the begin
nings of state public school systems and the first normal schools while the third, the 
years from 1860-19 l 0, encountered the growth of elementary and secondary 
schooling, the expansion of normal schools, the origins of teachers' colleges, and 
teacher training in liberal arts colleges and universities. 1 

Within this histori1.:al framework, Lhe first state supported normal (from the 
Latin word, norma. meaning rule or standard) school was established at Lexing
ton, Massachusetts, in 1839. Others soon followed in the New England and Middle 
Atlantic States and, with migration west of the Alleghenies, the normal school 
movement rapidly invaded the midwestern states. However, by 1860 there were 
still only twelve state normal schools in the nation and these, along with other nor
mals and schools, trained only a small percentage of teachers. 2 It was not until the 
forty years following the Civil War that the normal schools found acceptance 
among the people and became as recognized a part of the American educational 
structure as the system of free public schools itself.3 By 1910 there were 264 nor
mal schools enrolling about 132,000 students. Of these, 151, with an enrollment 
of ninety-four thousand were state normal schools while the rest were city, county, 
or private normals.4 

Many of the normal schools in their early years were shaped by the educational 
background, interests, and ideals of their presidents. This was true of the Louisi
ana State Normal School and its first president Dr. Edward E. Sheib. Edward 

1C.A. Richardson, Helene Brule, and Harold E. Snyder. The Education of Teachers in England, 
France and the U.S.A. (Paris, 1953). 225. 
2tbid., 228-30; David Nasaw, Schooled to Order: A Social History of Public Schooling in the United 
Stores (New York, 1979), 62. 
3Charles A. Harper, A Century of Public Teacher Education (Washington, 1939), 97. 
4Richardson, Brule. and Snyder, Education of Teachers. 233. 
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Ernest Sbejb was born March 17, 1850, in Baltimore, Maryland, to Henry and 
Lisetta D. (Eisenbrandt) Sheib.5 Henry Sheib was German-born and educated in 
theology at the universities of Bonn and Utrecht. After completing bis studies at 
Utrecht, the young minister, feeling that he could not remain in Germany because 
of its repressive political situation, immigrated to New York City. ln 1835 be 
received a call from Zion German Church in Baltimore which he immediately 
accepted and where he remained for over fifty years as pastor. There his five chil
dren were born.6 

His son, Edward Ernest, attended a common school, spent four years at Loyola 
College, a Jesuit institution in Baltimore, and finally graduated from Georgetown 
College in Washjngton, D.C., in 1871. That year young Edward went to Europe 
to study theology at Heidelberg at the urging of his parents. Finding ministerial 
studies not his vocation, he left Heidelberg after a year to enroll at the University 
of Leipzig where he pursued the study of philosophy and pedagogy. After three 
years he received the Ph.D. degree from Leipzig. During his European studies, 
Edward also spent time in the university at Jena and visited parts of Germany, 
France, Belgium, Switzerland, HolJand, and England during vacations. His Euro
pean sojourn was ended in 1876 when he was called home because his father was 
critically iU.7 Returning to Baltimore, he served as principal of a large graded 
school until called to Natchitoches to organize the State Normal School.8 

Dr. Sheib was a brilliant educator and a prolific and recognized scholar of his 
day. During his studies in Europe, he was influenced by Johann Friedrich Her
bart's ideas through Professor Tuiskon Ziller at Leipzig.9 The Herbartian system, 
which gave "scientific precision to instruction and moral training by founding 
them upon an adequate system of psychology and ethics," 10 permeated the 
thought and writings of Dr. Sheib. In a paper on "The Function of the Normal 
School in our Educational System" he stated that the object of education was "the 

5Edward E. Sheib, Vita in The Public Schools in the United States of America: lnaugural
Dissertation Zur ErlQJ1gungder phUosophischen Doctorwuerde an der Universitaet Leipzig (Balti
more, 1877). Sheib Collection, Melrose Collection, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial 
Library, Northwestern Stale University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Cited hereafter as A.O., 
E.P. W.M.L., N .S.U.; John Oliver Pettis, ' ' Development oft he Louisiana State Nonna! College, 1884-
1927" (M.A. thesis, Louisiana State University, 1927). 4. 
6° Fifty Years a Pastor: Dr. Sheib's Golden Jubilee," a newspaper clipping, dated September 20, 1885, 
in Sheib Album, Sheib Collection, Melrose Collection, A.O., E.P.W.M.L, N.S.U. 
7Sheib, Vita in The Public Schools. SheibCollection, Melrose Collection, A.O., E.P.W .M.L, N.S.U.; 
"Professor E. Sheib Dies After a Gallant Struggle," New Orleans Daily Picayune. March 29, 1903. 
81bid. 
9Sharlie E. Russell, "Edward E. Sheib, President, 1885-1888" in "The fiftieth Anniversary orThe Act 
of the Legislature Establishing The Louisiana State Normal School, 1884-1934" (typewritten); Pettis, 
"Development of Louisiana State Normal College," 4. 
'°Quoted in Homer Hurst, Illinois State Normal University And The Public Normal School Move
ment (Nashville, 1948), 65. Ln 1892 American followers of Herbart founded the Herbart Club, later 
lhe National Herbart Society. 
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formation of intelligent men and women with wills capable of obeying the dictates 
of conscience .... " He also lamented the demise of rational educational lheory in 
favor of practice or experience. "While elsewhere the world was putting forth new 
forms, the school which (ought to) program for life, lay encrusted in the bias, (in) 
dust covered (garments) and (in) moth-eaten methods of ages (which had) long 
since passed away." Shei b argued that philosophy, psychology, and ethics were the 
f0tmdations of the ''science and art of teaching.'' The mission of the normal school, 
be stated, was to prepare teachers "to educate true men and women to human dig
nity and to the appreciation of talents and forces, harmoniously developed."11 In 
a speech to the teachers of Louisiana on "Normal Schools," Sheib warned " Brick 
and mortar, books and charts do not make schools. The teacher, and the teacher 
only, is the life and soul of schools." Again referring to the object of education, he 
exclaimed "The question is not whether our boys and girls know more when they 
leave school ... [but] whether morally and intellectually they are better men and 
women.'' Professor Sheib also cautioned that the normal school was not just a high 
school since it required the students to demonstrate proficiency in the common 
branches of knowledge upon entering and skiJJ in the art of teaching upon grad ua t
ing. "It combines a theoretical with a practical department just as the medical 
school. ... " 12 

With his excellent educational background and idealist conception of the mis
sion of the normal school, Dr. Edward Sheib eagerly accepted the presidency of the 
State Normal School at Natchitoches in December 1884. Immediately he was 
beset with the almost insurmountable problems of creating a school out of a wilder
ness. Natchitoches was not Baltimore and the Louisiana people were not as sup
portive of education as those on the east coast. In fact, from the beginning of his 
administration, President Sbeib was greeted with prophecies of gloom such as 
"The failure of the Normal School is regarded a foregone conclusion" and "A 
Normal School, it is doomed to fail." 13 Disregarding such negativism, President 
Sheib and the Board of Administrators plunged into the immediate work of orga
nizing the first session. Although the bill establishing the State Normal directed 
that the school course be divided into two years, it prohibjted a preparatory depart
ment. It also set a six month annual session with the opening day the first Tuesday 
of November and the closing day the last Thursday 011' April of each year. The fac· 
ulty was to consist of the president and such additional teachers as needed and 
resources allowed. 14 

11 Edward E. Sheib, "Tbe function of the Normal School in our Educational System." Sheib manu
script, Melrose Collection, A.D., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. 
12Edward E.Sbeib, "Normal Schools." speech to the Teachers of Louisiana. Melrose Collection, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U, 
13 Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public Education To The General Assembly, 1884-
1885 (Balon Rouge, 1886). 193. 
14" An Act to establish a State Normal School, and to provide for its administration and support," Acts 
Passed by the General Assembly of the State of louisiana At The Regular Session, Begu11 and Held 
al the City of Baton Rouge. on the twelfth day of May. /884 (Baton Rouge, 1886), 61 . 
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Bending these legislaLive guidelines slightly. Lhe pres idem and Board of Admin
istrators decided Lo open the "-lormal the first Monday of March 1885. for a short 
two month session. Obviously the gentlemen f elL it vital to the success of the school 
to open it without delay and with proper public noLicc. Notwithstanding their 
efforts. the Normal School did not open in March 1885. There was too little Lime 
to hire assistant teachers, too little financial support because of the non-payment 
of state warrants, and too few applicanb, twenty-seven. for admission LO such a 
short session. However, during the summer of 1885, the facully, consisting of Pres
ident Sheib and Professor Charles Mc. D. Puckette. did conduct teachers' insti
tutes al prominent localities throughout the state. 1> The teachers' institutes were 
also mandated by Act 51. "In addition to the regular work of the session of the 
school, the faculty shall be required to hold. each year, at least three teachers' insti
Lutes, of not less than two weeks each, at differem points in the Statc . . . .'' 16 These 
summer institutes, designed to train and update teachers alread} in the class
rooms. constituted. perhaps, the most significant work of the early Normal School. 
They became a permanent and expanding feature of the Norma l's early efforts to 
upgrade Louisiana's public schools. 

ISM mull!), Board of Administrator~. State Normal School of Lou1s1:1na (typewritten), J, Unavcmty 
Archive~. Archive~ Division, Eugene P Watson Memorial Library, Northw~tern State Unaver~1ty, 
Nutchitoche:.. Loui~1ona. Cited hereafter as A.O., E.P. W.M.L .• N.S.U.~ Bier111ial Report of State 
Superinter1de111 of P11b/ic Educario11. /884-/885, 188-89. 
16"An Act 10 establish o State Normal School." Artt Pa.u,d h>· th, G,nual ASfembly. l 884. 61 . 
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Despite the additional months of preparation the delayed opening of the Normal 
provided, conditions were not remarkably improved for a successful session in the 
fall of 1885. President Sheib wrote later that the Normal School opened in 188 S 
in a "half-ruined building surrounded by a wilderness of thorns and trees ... with
out desks, without benches, without books and black boards, with the rain pouring 
through the broken roof, and the wind sweeping through baJJs that oould not be 
closed."17 Perhaps he had forgotten his admonition that "Brick and mortar. books 
and charts do not make schools." 18 At this time faculty unrest also emerged. Pro
fessor Puckette ref used to obey the directives of President Sheib, even after being 
ordered to do so in writing by the Board of Administrators. Therefore, on October 
30, the board cancelled the selection of Mr. Pucket te and proceeded to engage Pro
fessor Earle Grace and Miss Nettie Rouseau as faculty members. They were hired 
effective November I, 1885, with Professor Grace receiving twelve hundred dol
lars and Miss Rouseau eight hundred doJlars in annual salary. 19 In general. the 
financial outlook of the Normal was bleak. The state appropriation of three thou
sand dollars in warrants for six months of 1884 had yielded only $2,010 when sold 
while the six thousand dollar appropriation for 1885 netted about four thousand 
dollars. Fortunately through the exertions of Professor Sheib, Superintendent 
Warren Easton, and Judge Manning of the Peabody Board, the State Normal 
received two thousand dollars for salaries and one thousand dollars for the teach
ers' institutes from the Peabody fund. 20 This donation significantly alleviated the 
financial distress of the Normal during its first year. 

The bright spot in the opening of NormaJ on November 3, 1885, was the sixty 
students who enrolled. Consisting of forty-five young ladies and fifteen young gen
tlemen, they represented thirteen Louisiana parishes, with the largest number, 
thirty-eight. from Natchitoches Parish. President Sheib was very pleased that sev
enteen students, or about 30 percent, had been teachers from one to ten years. The 
enrolling of teachers, be felt, ''may be regarded as one of the most favorable indica
tions of a marked progress in our schools in tbenear future .... " 21 President Sheib 
was also complimentary of the moral character and proper decorum of the Normal 
students, remarking that in no case had the students abused the liberties and 
responsibilities conferred upon them.22 

President Sheib presided over two more annual openings of the Normal, those 
of 1886 and 1887, before he left the school. In his three years at the helm of the 

17 Biennial Report of the State Superilllendent of Public Education To the General Assembly, 1886-
1887 (Baton Rouge, 1888). 206. 
18Edward E. Shcib. "Normal Schools," Melrose Collection. A.D., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
19Minutcsof the Board of Administrators. 5-6, University Archives, A.D., E.P W.M.L .. N .S.U.; Bien
nial Report of State Superintmdent of Public Education. 1884-1885, 189. 
20 Bi,r1nial Report of State Suprrilllendent of Public £d11cation, 1884-1885, 190·9 I, 
21 Ibid .• 197-98. 
22 tb1d .• 197. 
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Normal he continued to encounler frustrations and difficulties anendanl to the 
founding of a new institution. To a certain extenL these disappointments resulted 
from President Sheib's own naivete in underestimating lhe obstacles and resis
tance be would encounter from people unconvinced of the value of public educa
tion and from students inadequately prepared for normal school. On the other 
hand, some of the early problems sprang from the physical location of the school, 
especially its isolation from other cultural and educational centers. Still other 
obstacles arose from defects in Act 51 creating the Normal School which led to 
strife between the president and his faculty and especially between the president 
and the Board of Administrators. 

[n a letter to Superintendent Warren Easton in April 1888, President Sheib 
vented the disappointments and frustrations of his three years at Natchitoches. 
The "want of sympathy with an institudon which represented ideas that fell with 
a ring of strangeness upon the ears of those for whose benefit it was created ... 
made the work of the first years arduous and perplexing, "23 he wrote. AJthough 
Dr. Sheib consistently tried to sell the purposes and ideas of the Normal School to 
the public, his efforts fell short of success and were. in his own words, "a thankless 
occupation. ''24 

The president also commented at length on the unpreparedness of the Normal 
students in the common branches of knowledge. He noted that within a radius of 
fifty to a hundred miles of the Normal School there was no public graded school, 
grammar school. or high school. The only schools in Lhe area were seminaries at 
Mansfield and Keachi and some private institutions. Thus the Normal students 
were woefully unprepared to pursue a course in professional teacher training. Yet, 
the act establishing the Normal prohibited a preparatory department. Disregard
ing this restriction, President Sheib established lower classes which in reality were 
a preparatory department. He argued that only by these means could students be 
prepared for true Normal work.25 However, the presjdent bitterly observed that 
the lower classes were filled with local Natchitoches students whose parents were 
only seeking a free education and not with students interested in the teaching pro
fession. He noted that few local students went on into the Normal deparlmenl. 
" ... of the 23 or 25 graduates sent out since the organization of the school, only 
three were from the town or vicinity of Natchitoches and two of these had been 
teaching previous to the establishment of the State Normal School. " 26 Although 

23 Biennial Report of Stau Superinrendem of Public Education, I 886-1887, 206. 
241bid .. 207. 
251bid .. 207-8. 
261bid., 208, 212-13. President Sheib reported that of the 146 students in the schooJ 109 were from 
Natchitoches and thirty-six from otbcr parLshes. However, in the Normal classes, composed of juniors 
and seniors engaged in teacher preparation, there were thirty-one students of whom only six were from 
Natchitoches and twenty-five from other parishes and stah:s. These parishes included Morehouse, 
Sabine, Ascension. Assumption, Iberia, Claiborne. East Baton Rouge, Vernon, Winn, Orleans. Lin· 
coin, DeSoto, Catahoula, Tensas, Red River, Vermilion, and Bienville. The slates represented were 
Mississippi and Alabama. On the other hand, of a total of eighty-two students in the practice depart· 
ment (school) seventy-nine were from Natchitoches 
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President Shcib djd not openly condone the indw,ion or preparatory work at the 
Normal, he com,idcrcd a preparatory school to the Normal a "necessary evil'' Lo 
upgrade the educational allninments of the applicants for admission. I le obviously 
fell the local Natchitoches residents were taking undue advantage of both the low
er grades and the practice school instead of supporting their own schools and he 
suggested that if a high school were built it should be with community funds and 
not :.talc moniesY 

In addition lo inadequately prepared students, President Sheib was unhuppy 
with the management of the Normal. He felt that the Board or Administrators 
:,hould nol be composed solely of local Natchitoches residents, for then "the very 
l>pirit of liberal and ideal growth is smothered under a necessity of soliciting local 
patronage, of submitting lo local prejudices and of importuning local approval. ''28 

He suggested that the state legislaturc(;hange the composition of the board by pro
viding that it be made up of men from different sections of the slate selected for 
their intelligence and interest in improving the educational system. The local 
vicinity, he felt, should have only limited representation, while the State Superin
tendent of Education and the president of the Normal should be ex-officio mem
bers of the bo:1rd. He likewise recommended that the Normal School faculty be 
selected by the board at least two months prior lo the opening of a session so that 
the bC!\l teachers might be obtained instead of those available at the last minute as 
had been the practice in the past. According to Dr. Shcib, the teachers should have 
the approval of the president of the school and thcStateSuperintendenlof Educa
tion before their appointments.29 

President Sheib's commenls on the Board of Administrators represent more 
than just professional recommendations for the improvement of the Normal. They 
reflect a continuous pattern of strife an<l discord which had developed between 
himself and the board. "Out of this mistake [a local board] has grown an endless 
train of evils which have again and agafo forced the Institution LO the very verge 
of destruction," he exclaimed.30 As early as April 18~7 trouble developed between 
the president and the board concerning their respective authority over the employ
ment and retention of faculty members. Demanding more administrative control, 
Dr. Sheib tendered his resignation which the board, on April 2, declined to accept. 
But, at the same time, the board refused to relinquish its powers, based on Act 51, 
to direct the affairs or the Normal and declared a policy of not dismissing any fac

ulty member without charges being presented bd'ore it.31 Two days 
later, in a board meeting, the question of the president's authority in faculty affairs 

27 Ibid., 209-10. 
2Xlbid., 214. 
291bid .. 214-15. 
ll)lbid., 214. 
JI Minutes of the Board of Administrators, 15-16, University Archives, /\.D .. E.P. W.M.L, N.S.U. 
ThccKact na1urcofthcdisputc between President Sheiband the bo.ird is O\ll contained in the minutes. 
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was again discussed with correspondence of Dr. Sbeib, the board, and Miss 
Rouseau, a faculty member whom President Sheib had wanted to dismiss, pre
sented. The resignations of five other women faculty (!lembers, effective October 
I, 1887, were also read. Fortunately. a committee of five Natchitoches citizens 
worked out a compromise agreeable at the time to all parties.32 

Less than three months later the discord between President Sheib and Miss 
Rouseau once again emerged. To return harmony to the school, on June 22, 1887, 
by a unanimous vote of those attending, the board requested the resignations of 
both President Sheib and Miss Rouseau.33 The next day the drama heightened 
when Dr. Sheib received a petition signed by nearly a hundred "patrons an<.l pupils 
(and others) who "do earnestly urge you to refuse your resignation, as we are well 
satisfied with your management of the school so far, and further for the reason that 
we consider the action of the board in violation of a friendly, final, and honorable 
adjustment of the misunderstanding between yourself and them. " 34 The signees 
included city officials as well as members of the citizens' committee of five who 
earlier had tried to resolve the dispute.35 As urged, President Sheib refused to 
resign and finally on July I. 1887. the board adopted the following resolutions to 
defuse the issue: 

First, that both Dr. Shieh [sic) and Miss Rouseau remain if they desire 
as teachers for another session, conducting themselves towards each other 
with courtesy and justice, and abstaining from renewal in any form of for
mer dffferences. 
2nd, Both to recognize the authority of the Board to elect teachers fix 
their compensation and regulate all the interests of the school, notwith
standing any settlement, agreement or usage heretofore made or prevail
ing. This proposition is made solely in the interest of the school. ... 36 

Although harmony was restored to the Normal through these propositions, the 
important question was still unanswered. Who, the president or the Board of 
Administrators, bad ultimate authority over the faculty? Obviously, President 
Sheib felt that he should have and resented the interference of the board. Thus he 
recommended that both he and the Superintendent of Public Education approve 
all faculty appointments in the future. The board felt just as strongly that faculty 
appointments were their prerogative based on Act 51. 

321 bid., 16. Again the records arc sketchy with neither the correspondence nor the committee's report 
included. 
33tbld .• 17. 
34Petilion lo Dr. E.E. Shcib,Junc 23, 1887, Vertical File. Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memo
rial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Lo11cisiana. 
35(bid. 
36Minutes of the Board of Administrators. 18, University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
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In the Spring of 1888 another difference arose between th.e president an~ the 
Board of Administrators. This one concerned two young ladies whom President 
Sheib had dismissed from the Normal for improper conduct. The girls had sent off 
for a pamphlet publicizing painless and safe childbirth which they had seen adv~r
tised in a newspaper. Upon their expulsion, the students demanded a hearing 
before the board which was granted. Cn an emotional session, Dr. Sheib, the girls, 
faculty members, and other students all testified. After bearing all parties the 
board concluded that while the girls' conduct was "imprudent and thoughtless," 
it was "only girlish curiosity or fun,' ' and therefore did not warrant expulsion as 
punishment. The girls were thus reinsta~ed to the schoo~. Furthermore, the board 
condemned the method of letting the senior class deterrrune the fate of the accused 
with one negative vote being sufficient to prevent their being retained in school.37 

Although the board was probably correct, or at least certainly charitable, in its 
decision President Sbeib had always felt that among the purposes of the Normal 
School ~as the production of a moral being as well as an intellectual one. "It is the 
teacher who appears before the class at the same time as a guardian, ~s ins~ructor, 
as friend, as guide-and as the model man or woman whose truth, sincerity, a~d 
purity are worthy of imitation."38 He believed that the students .. should refram 
from improprieties of conduct" and that they "should govern themselves. "39 These 
principles explain what otherwise might be considered his harsh punishment of the 

girls. . 
Shortly after the resolution of the incident involving the students, President 

Sheib tendered his resignation to be effective May l, 1888.4°Certainlydisappoint
ment and frustration must have played a partfo his decision to leave the Normal. 
Nevertheless, his three year administration bad been a successful one in many 
aspects. He had laid the foundations for an institution that would shortly receive 
increased public and state recognition. He had begun the teachers' institutes to 
improve teachers already in the profession. Despite his problems with the Board 
of Administrators, he had won the enthusiastic support of the students and many 
townspeople. He had obtained increased financial support for the Normal from the 
legislature and had made many recommendations for changes in the school's 
administration, which though not adopted during his tenure, would be accepted 

37 (bid .• 21-22. 
38Biennial Report of State Superintendent of Public Education, 1886-1887, 211. 
39 Biennial Report of State Superintendent of Pu~lic ~ducati~n. 1884-1885, 191 · 
40Minutcs of the Board of Administrators, 22, Umvcrsity Archives. A.O., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. When 
Dr. Shcib left the Normal be became professor of pedagogy and dean of the N~rmal ~cpartmcnt at ~be 
University of South Carolina. Upon resigning that position, he accepted a chair of b1s~ory and English 
literature at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. Leaving there in 1901, he became associate professor of 
philosophy and pedagogy at Tulane University and finally b~ad ?f t~c Department of Pedagogy. H~ 
also served as Director of Athletics at Tulane. in 1903 Dr. She1b died in New Orleans and his body was 
shipped 10 Natchitoches for interment. Memorial services were held at the No!ma( School and classes 
suspended for the rest of the day in bis memory. "Professor Edward E. She1b ~1cs Afte~ a Gallant 
Struggle," New Orleans Daily Picayune, March 29, 1903; The Natchitoches Times. Apnl 3, 1903. 
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shortly. Most significantly, he bad seen graduates leave tbe Normal to go through
out the state and actively crusade among the people for better teachers and 
schools. The impact and dedication of those early graduates was tremendous in 
awakening an interest in education. When President Sheib left the Normal School, 
there was no longer any doubt about its continuance. The well-constructed founda
tions were due to his unceasing labors. Unfortunately, they were weakened by the 
almost two years of endless strife and bickering ootween Dr. Sheib and the Board 
of Administrators which had involved faculty and students as well. His successor 
would have to work exceedingly hard to restore peaceful relations among the ele
ments of the school's community. 

Upon the resignation of Dr. Sheib, the Board of Administrators contracted with 
Alby L. Smith, a Normal faculty member, to serve as acting president to work with 
the State Superintendent of Education in scheduling and directing six weeks of 
teachers' institutes during the summer months. Meanwhile, the board began a 
search fora new administrator for the Normal School. On July 2, they unanimous
ly elected Thomas Duckett Boyd, a professor of history and English literature at 
Louisiana State University, offering him a twelve month contract, an annual sala
ry of two thousand dollars, and unfurnished quarters.'11 

Thomas Duckett Boyd was born January 20, 1854, the ninth of ten children of 
Thomas Jefferson and Minerva ( French) Boyd, in Wytheville, Virginia. His 
father, Thomas Jefferson Boyd, attended the University of Virginia where in 1827 
he graduated in law. Entering public service, the elder Boyd served on the 
Wytheville town council and in the state legislature. His son. Thomas Duckett, 
received his early education in the excellent private school of Howard Shriver in 
the small Virginia town. At the age of fourteen, he came to Louisiana to finish his 
studies at the State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy (designated 
Louisiana State University in 1870) where his brother, David French Boyd, was 
superintendent. Graduating with a Master of Arts degree in June 1872, Thomas 
returned to Virginia where he worked as a surveyor and began the study of law. 
The next Spring his brother offered him an internship in mathematics at Louisiana 
State University which he eagerly accepted despite a meager salary due to the mis
management of the state's reconstruction government. In the fall of J 875, Thomas 
D. Boyd was named Commandant of Cadets at the university and given the honor
ary military title "Colonel." Although his brother was forced to resign as president 
of Louisiana State University in 1880, Colonel Thomas Boyd, having been 
appointed professor of history and English literature, decided to remain. While in 
Baton Rouge, in 1882, he married Miss Annie Fuqua, daughter of one of Louisi
ana's leading families. Six years later he was offered the presidency of the school 
at Natchitoches.42 

:~ Minutes of.the Board of Administrators, 22, 25, University Archives, A.O .• E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
Rodney Cline, Pioneer Leaders and Early lnsti111tions in lo11iJiana Educa1ion (Baton Rouge. 

1%9), 27-29; Marcus M. Wilkerson, Thomas Duckett Boyd. The Story of aSouthun £d11cator(Bat
on Rouge. 1935). 11-13, 33-35. 48. 76, 91 
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The proffered position was a complete surprise to Professor Boyd. One ~a~ two 
gentlemen, Judge David Pierson, President of the Norma l's Board of Administra
tors and his close friend, Judge William Seay of Shreveport who had recommend
ed Boyd for the presidency, unexpectedly visited Boyd's senior history class at th_e 
university. At that time Judge Pierson talked to Professor Boyd about the presi
dency of the State Normal School. The history professor protested that he ~ew 
nothing about normal schools and was therefore hesitant to accept such a pos1t1on. 
Whereupon Judge Pierson replied thal "the Board wanted a man who knew less 
about normal schools and more about the people and conditions of Louisiana." 
Professor Boyd agreed to accept the position if chosen, but stated that he would not 

apply for it.43 

By the time Colonel Boyd was elected president on July 2, 1888, part of Dr. 
Sheib's recommendation concerning the makeup of the school's board had been 
effected by the state legislature. A few weeks earlier the General Assembly had 
modified the composition of the board by declaring that it "shall consist of six com
petent white citizens, who shall be selected and appointed by the State Board of 
Education. one from each of the first five circuits of the courts of appeal, and one 
from the city of Natchitoches .... " The appointments still carried no compensa
tion, except traveling expenses, and were for a four-year period."' The Normal now 
bad a state based Board of Administrators rather than a local one, and the board, 

in turn, bad a new president for the school. . 
Thom~ Duckell Boyd was the same age, thirty-four, as Edward E. She1b bad 

been when he accepted the presidency of the State Normal School. ~ut there t~e 
similarities ended. Dr. Sheib, professionally trained in teacher education and a dis
tinguished scholar in educational circles, was total.Jy ignorant o~the backwardness 
of Louisiana's educational system and, to a certam degree, of 1ts people. Colonel 
Boyd, on the other hand, had spent twenty years in Louisiana in the service oft.he 
state university. His experiences were those of a classroom teach~r, not an ~dmin
istrator during the economically-deprived years of Reconstruction. More impor
tantly, he knew and understood the vicissitudes of education in Louisiana from 
practical experiences. Administration be would learn quickly. 

43Wilkerson, Bovd, 93-94. . . I s 
44 Acts and Rtsoiutions Pasud by The General Assembly of theStatt of Lou,s,ana at the regu ar ~s-
sion Begun and Held ut the City of Baton Ro11ge on the Fourteenth day of May, A.D. /888. and which 
Adjourned on Thursday. the T-..·el/th day of J11/y, A.D. 188~ (Baton Roug~, 1888),_ I 8 Under the 1888 
act the new board members were. W.H. Wise, First C,rcun, Caddo Pans.h, President, A:B. Cooper, 
Sc~ond Circuil, Richland Parish; R.P. Hunter, Third Circuil. Rapides Pansh; Gcor~c Wa1les,.Fourth 
Circuit, Iberville Parish; Don Caffery. Fifth Circuit, St. Mary Parish. and Z.T. Gallion, Nntch1toohcs 
J A Oucournuu, Sr. and Thomas P. Chaplin were retained respect!vely as trtltiurer and secretary of 
the board. Minutes of the Board of Administrators. 25, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M L., 

N.S.U. 
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Shortly after assuming control of the Normal, President Boyd realized the seri
ous difficulties which faced the young institution. In writing to the Board of 
Administrators he revealed his immedfate problems and his assessmenC of the 
president's role in resolving them. 

When your Honorable body did me the honor to elect me to the Presiden
cy of the Louisiana State Normal School, in July, 1888, the outlook for 
the school was gloomy in the extreme. It had just emerged from a bitter 
contest between the President and the Board of Administrators, in which 
the faculty. the students, and the outside public had taken part. This 
strife, carried on through two sessions, had well nigh sapped the founda
tions of the infant State Normal, though they bad been skillfully laid by 
my able predecessor. Dr. Edward E. Sheib. Moreover, the General 
Assembly, which was just closing its session, reduced the appropriation 
from $13,000 per annum for the two years ending June 30, 1888, to 
$8,500 per annum for the two years beginning July 1, 1888. And a large 
part of this reduction was made after your honorable body had selected 
the corps of teachers for the coming year and fixed their salaries. Thus 1 
found myself. in an untried field , confronted with the problem to carry on 
with an income of $8,500 per annum, a work planned for an expenditure 
of $13,000 per annum, and to evolve from thechaos of antipathies engen
dered by a struggle of which I knew little, an institution that would supply 
the needs and satisfy the demands of the people of Louisiana. And such 
were the restrictions placed upon both the State appropriation and the 
donation from the Peabody Fund. which has generously supplemented 
the State appropriation ever since the school was founded, that although 
I found the buildings in great need of repair, ( could not even replace a 
window pane blown out by a storm, without feeling that I was infringing 
the law.45 

Not disheartened, however, the president continued to outline the fourfold task 
before him. 

(I) To win the confidence of the people of Louisiana, (2) to bring about 
harmony in the faculty, (3) to make the instruction as thorough as possi
ble in all departments, ( 4) to advance the grade of scholarship in the Nor
mal Department without materially diminishing the amount of profes
sional training required for graduation.46 

Although slight in stature and retiring in public, President Boyd set out to 
accomplish his four stated goals with a determination to succeed. The first, win
ning the confidence of the Louisiana people, was perhaps the most difficult and the 

45 Reporl of the Board of Administrators of the Louisiana Srate Normal School. Natchitoches. Lo. 
To The General Assembly. 1890 (New Orleans. 1890), 23 
461bid., 24. 
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one be immediately tackled. ln an open letter to the people of Louisiana upon his 
taking office, he declared "upon the success of this institution [the State Normal 
School] depends, in a great measure, the future efficiency of the public schools of 
this state." He admitted that ·•weighed down by an oppressive debt, her people not 
yet recovered from the ravages of war and the horror of reconstruction, Louisiana 
is poorly prepared to give the masses of her people the education which modern 
progress demands. Her public schools are not what her people would wish them to 
be either in number or in the quality of their instruction." He explained that the 
aim of the Normal School, with its nine competent instructors in teacher training 
and its practice department, is to "improve the quality of their [schools'] instruc
tion. This it proposes to do by training teachers for public schools.'' Pleading for 
the active support and cooperation of all Louisianians, be continued ''it is lo the 
people and to the pubic press that we appeal for support in our efforts to build up 
in Louisiana an institution that shalJ be the peer of any Normal College in the 
United States; an institution from whose walls shall go forth each year scores of 
trained teachers to infuse new life into our public schools."47 

President Boyd's crusade to inspire public interest and confidence in the State 
Normal School and state-supported education was multifaceted. He fostered a 
number of activities involving Normal faculty, in-service teachers, and the general 
public that were designed to arouse public support for education in Louisiana 
while at the same time improving that education. Foremost among these activities 
were the Normal sponsored teachers' institutes. While teachers' institutes had 
become an integral part of the Normal's operation under President Sheib, they 
were expanded and perfected under Colonel Boyd. The early institutes, often one 
day meetings, stressed the teaching of subjects such as English, mathematics, his
tory, and geography. Little attention was given to pedagogy, since the teachers 
were so poorly prepared in subject matter knowledge.48 Gradually institutes were 
lengthened to a week or a month and encompassed additional pedagogical instruc
tion. In addition to improving teachers' qualifications, the institutes awakened in 
the general public a favorable sentiment toward public schools. One educator 
described the institute as "a protracted meeting of school workers, an educational 
revival. Night sessions are held for the general public and the talks and discussions 
are addressed to parents and taxpayers; ... "49 Generally the institutes were con
ducted by the Normal School faculty but often their work was supplemented by 
prominent out-of-state educators such as Martin C. Brumbaugh of Pennsylvania 
and Beverly C. Caldwell of Missouri.50 

47Thomas D. Boyd to the people of Louisiana, Natchitoches. La .. July, 1888, Will(ams?n Collection, 
Archives Division. Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library. Northwestern State Uruvcrs1ty, Natch1to· 
chcs Louisiana. Cited hereafter as A.D .• E.P.W.M.L. N.S.U. 
4BT.'H. Harris. The Memoirs o/T.H. Harris Sta1eSuperintende111 of Public Education;,, lo11isia11a, 
/908-1 940 (Baton Rouge, 1963), 86. 
49peuis, "Development of Louisiana State Normal College," JS. 
50Jbid .• 36. 
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As the teachers' institutes gained momentum, it was apparent that the move
ment needed better organization and direction. In 1886 an act of the state legisla
ture had directed the faculty of the State Normal School to hold a series of teach
ers' institutes in a six-week period throughout the state, but had appropriated only 
one thousand dollars to defray expenses of these meetings.51 Jn his biennial report 
of 1890-91 W.H. Jack, State Superintendent of Public Education, noted that the 
legislature had not appropriated any money the previous year forthe institutes and 
that it was only through the generosity of Dr. J.L.M. Curry, agent of the Peabody 
fund, that institutes were held in Plaquemine, Monroe, Homer, Amite City, Min
den, Thibodaux, Lafayette, and Plain Dealing. Superintendent Jack's report also 
included proposed changes in the institute law which were recommended by Presi
dent Boyd. The Normal president felt that the teachers' institutes should not be 
held during the summer vacation but rather immediately preceding or daring the 
public school session. His reasons for changing the timing of the institutes were 
twofold: the teachers could immediately put into practice what they learned and, 
more importantly, they could be compelled to attend during the regular school 
year but not in the summer months. President Boyd also recommended the 
appointment of a state institute conductor under the supervision of the State 
Superintendent of Public Education and the Pre.sident of the Normal School.52 

Although reluctant at first, Governor Murphy J. Foster, with the strong urging of 
President Boyd, finally supported an institute bill which became law in 1894.53 It 
provided for twenty weeks of institutes and the appointment of an institute conduc
tor at a salary not exceeding one thousand dollars a year who would also be an ex
officio member of the Normal faculty and receive remuneration for his services 
there.54 Beverly C. Caldwell, who had been working with the teachers' institutes 
five years, was appointed first stale institute conductor. Two years later, the state 
legislature further strengthened the teachers' institutes by instructing the State 
Superintendent of Public Education and the President of the Normal School to 
hold as many four-week state teachers' institutes or summer normal schools as 
funding permitted and by ordering each parish school superintendent to hold a 
one-week institute for teachers with attendance required. 55 The success of the 
teachers' institutes in the 1890s was due, in a large measure, to the determined, if 
51

''An Act to amend and re-enact Act SJ of the year 1884, entitled 'An act to establish a State Normal 
School and to provide for its adminislration and support'," Acts Passed By the General Assembly of 
the State of Louisiana at The Regular Session, Begun and Held at the City of Baton Rouge, on the 
Tenth Day of May, A.O., 1886 (Baton Rouge, 1886), 102-3. 
52

Biennial Report of the State Superimendem of Public Education To The General Assembly. f 890-
9( (NewOrleans, 1892), 17.178-9. 
53

Thomas D. Boyd to Governor Murphy J. Foster, June 20, 1892, Williamson Collection, A.O., 
E.P.W-M.L., N.S.U. 
54

"An Act To provide for holding State Teachers' Lnstltutes in the Several parishes," Acts Passed by 
the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana at The Regular Session Begun and Held in the City 
of Baton Rouge on the Fourteenth Day of May, 1894 (Baton Rouge, 1894), 72-73. 
55

"An Act Relative to State and Parish Teachers' Institutes, and amending and re-enacting Act No. 
64 of I 894, entitled 'An Act to provide for holding State Teachers' Institutes in the several parishes'," 
Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana at the Regular Session of J 896 (Baton 
Rouge, 1896) 158-61. 
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not stubborn, leadership of Colonel Thomas D. Boyd and the exce1Jent dedicated 
work of the Normal School faculty. 

Colonel Boyd's involvement with the teachers' institutes led him and the Nor
mal School into another exciting educational adventure - the Louisiana Chau
tauqua. Nationally, the Chautauqua was a movement to stimulate .intellectual, 
cultural. and recreational interests among common people, especially adults. 
Varying from state to state, it took a more educational bent in Louisiana th~n in 
many other areas. According to its charter, the Louisiana Chautauqua provided 
an institution "at which meetings of the Louisiana Educational Association shall 
be held, summer normal schools taught, lectures, readings, concerts and other edu
cational entertainment given, and where such other exercises and proceedings may 
be annually carried out as will tend to improve and gratify and benefit the teachers 
of Louisiana and advance the cause of enlightenment in our State."56 

Organized by a three-man committee of the Louisiana Educational Associa
tion, which included President Boyd, the Louisiana Chautauqua ''had some of the 
elements of a festival, a watering place, a school or college, a public forum. It had 
the sociability of the old-time camp meeting."57 Located on a forty-acre wooded 
tract near Ruston, the accommodations, including an auditorium with a seating 
capacity of two thousand, a hotel, cottages, and classrooms, were simple and 
crude. ss Nonetheless, crowds came to see and hear nationally known political lead
ers, ministers, educators, and artists. Teachers came to attend the Chautauqua 
summer schools which featured such prominent educators as J.W. Nicholson, 
Alcee Fortier, Thomas D. Boyd, B.C. Caldwell, and others.59 For the teacher, the 
spirit of the Chautauqua was the opportunity ~or invig.orating associatio~ wit~ out
standing educators and fellow teachers. As Miss Bessie V. Russell described it, the 
"physical discomforts were many, such as sleepless nights in the thin-walled ~ooms 
of the crude hotel. and hard, backless benches in the auditorium, but the air was 
exhilarating, the woods beautiful, the watermelons superb and the springs a happy 
meeting place for everyone. Nothing could dampen our spirits at the Chautau
qua. "60 Other Normalites must certainly have agreed with her, for at the 1894 
Chautauqua held at Ruston they formed the State Normal Alumni Association at 
a meeting presided over by President Boyd. A constitution was adopted and, 
appropriately, Miss Russell was elected president.61 The Normal supported the 

56Wilkerson, Boyd. 120. 
57C.A. Ives, As I Remember (Baton Rouge. 1964), 106. 
581bid. 

59Harris, Memoirs. 81. . . .. · F.l D E p w ML 
60Bessie v. Russell, "Recollections of the Birth of the Alumni, Vertical I e, A. ·• · · · · .. 

N.S.U. ,. 3 
61 Ibid.; Pettis, " Development of Louisiana State Normal College, 3 · 
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Chautauqua, the Chautauqua supported the Normal, and President Boyd served 
both institutions with zeal and dedication. 

President Boyd's successful campaign lo take education from the Normal cam
pus to the people by way of teachers· institutes and the Chautauqua was matched 
by his equally.vigorou~ crusade "to bring about harmony in the [Normal] faculty 
and make ~he instruction as thorough as possible in all departments."62 During his 
tenure m~Jor changes were made in the administration of the school beginning at 
the top with the Board of Administrators. By legislative enactment of 1892, the 
~ethod of appointing the Board of Administrators was modified. The governor 
instead of the State Board of Education named the board and served as ex-officio 
president of it.63 "I think the Governor should be the official head of all state insti
tutions, but such has never been the case here, for what reason J know not, .. .'' 
declared President Boyd to Governor Murphy J. foster. 64 At the same Lime, he 
expressed hope of having the opportunity to confer with the governor before he 
made bis choices of board members.65 Undoubtedly Colonel Boyd felt that this 
change would bring about a better relationship between himself and the adminis
trators, a luxury which President Sheib bad never enjoyed. ft would also increase 
t?e state's chief execu~i~e's knowledge and support of the Normal's operations, 
since he would be presiding at board meetings usually held in Natchitoches. 

The teaching corps was likewise strengthened at the Normal during tbe Boyd 
years. Beginning with three instructors in 1888, the number bad risen to fifteen by 
1897.66 The additional teachers were selected carefully by the presidt:nt who had 
a noted reputation himself as an outstanding instructor. His choices of teachers 
fro~ other states rath~r than local Normal graduates added prestige to the faculty 
and improved the curriculum. In 1893 Colonel Boyd elatedly notified J.L.M. Cur
ry of three "excellent" additions to the Normal faculty - an English teacher from 
Georgia, a science teacher from Tennessee, and a drawing instructor from 
~osto~.47 With the increase in quality and quantity of faculty, the insipid dissen
sion disappeared, and Boyd's policy of raising faculty salaries before his own also 
enhanced faculty morale.68 

: 2Report of Board of Administrators, /890. 23. 
3"An Act Relative Lo the State Normal School at Natchitoches, amending and re-enacting Act No 

61 of 1886 and Act 1:'fo. 23 or 1888," Acts Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Louisian~ 
at the Regular Session Begun and Held in t~e.City of Bawn Rouge. on the Ninth Day of May /892 
(Baton Rouge. J 892), 93. The Board of Administrators were to hold one regular meeting each year at 
I.he C!ose of t_h~ annual school session and other meetings as deemed necessary. Natchitoches was the 
~fic1al dom1cile of the board. 

T~omas 0. Boyd Lo Governor Murphy J. Foster. June 20, 1892 (typewritten copy), WiUiamson Col
lection, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
6SJbid. 
:~Shreveporr Times. August 18, 1897. 

Thomas D. Boyd to J.L.M. Curry, May 18, 1893 (lypewritteo copy), Williamson Collection, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
68Thomas D. Boyd to the Board of Administrators. May 29, J 893, ibid. 
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President Boyd's fourth objective, "to advance the grade of scholarship in the 
Normal Department without materially diminishing the amount of professional 
training required for graduation,''69 entailed major curriculum changes at the 
Normal Originally, the Normal program was a two-year course of which six 
months was heavily concentrated on the art and practice of teaching and other pro
f essional subjects. The first school catalog of 1885-1886 listed as the course of 
study the review and methods of teaching arithmetic, geography, grammar, com
position, reading and phonetics, history, drawing, penmanship, spelling, calisthen
ics, and music; literature. natural sciences. hygienic physiology, civil government, 
philosophy of education, history of education, science and art of teaching, psychol
ogy, ethics, discipline and school management; practical teaching in the practice 
schoot.70 Heavily burdened with professional requirements, the curriculum pro
vided little work in academic subjects. Yet there was no publfo graded, grammar, 
or high school within a hundred-mile radius of Natchitoches to feed adequately 
prepared students into the Normal program. Thus, of the four classes al the Nor
mal only two,junior and senior. were pursuing normal school work. The other two, 
"A., and "B" cJasses, were doing work preparatory to entering normal courses. l n 
1887 President Sheib lamented that thfrty-one students were enrolled in the two 
advanced classes while thirty-three were in "A" and "B" classcs.71 In 1889 Presi
dent Boyd discontinued all preparatory work at the Normal because of the length
ening of the course to three years and the overcrowded conditions of campus facili
ties.72 

Academic scholarship at the Normal was raised not only by eliminating all pre
paratory work but principally by extending the length of the normal course. T.H. 
Harris, a Normal student, described the early program: "There was only one 
course of study. and all students took it. There were no electives. l should say that 
the two-year course was about the equivalent, as to academic subjects, of the pres
ent junior and senior years of our high schools. " 73 In l 886 President Sheib recom
mended a three-year program to do justice to all the subjects required. He noted 
that advanced students could still finish in less time by passing subject matter 
examinations.74 In response, the state legislature extended the course to three 
years in 1886.75 The new three-year curriculum incorporated the following 
arrangement: First Year ("A'') Class- arithmetic, English, grammar and com-

69 Report of Board of AdministralOrs. 1890, 23. 
70Circular of the State Normal School of Louisiana at Natchitoches. La .. and Rules Governi11g the 
Admission of Students. Their Promotion. Graduation. Etc .. 1885-1886 (New Orleans, 1885). 12. Cit
ed hereafter as Normal School Cfrcular. 1885-1886. 
71 Biennial Report of State Superintendent of Public Education. /886-1887, 212. 
72 Bienniol Reporr of State S11perintenden1 of Public Education, 1890-91, 115. 
73Harris, Memoirs, 59. 
74Biennia/ Report of State Superintendent of Public Education, 1884-/885. 199. 
75"Ao AcL to amend and re-enact Act 51 of th: year 1884," Acts Passed by rhe General Assembly. 
/886. 102. 
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position, geography, history of the United States, physiology and hygiene, civil 
government, penmanship; Second Year (Junior Class) -higher arithmetic, alge
bra, rhetoric and EngJish literature, zoology and botany, psychology, general his
tory, history of education; Third Year (Senior Class) - geometry, chemistry and 
physics, English history and literature, psychology, ethics, general pedagogy, 
school management, methods of teaching the primary branches, and practice 
teaching in the practice school. Elocution, drawing, vocal music, and calisthenics 
were taught each week during the entire three years. Additionally, instrumental 
music, bookkeeping, French and Latin were offered at a monthly cbarge.76 Presi
dent Boyd felt the three year program still inadequate arguing: 

However correct may be the theory that a Normal School should elevate 
itself exclusively to professional, as distingufahed from academic work1 an 
institution organized on this theory must fail, for lack of patronage, where 
there is no system of grammar and high schools to give the academic 
instruction or scholarship which is as important a part of teacher's equip
ment as a knowledge of methods. Such an institution here would serve 
only to train teachers for primary work; and outside of New Orleans and 
one or two of the larger towns, there is Jjttle demand for separate primary 
teachers. The graduates of this institution are called upon to teach schools 
in which the pupils range from six to twenty-one years of age, and call for 
every grade of instruction from the kindergarten to the college. To pre
pare our graduates for this varied work, we must give them a thorough 
high school course as well as a course of training in methods of teaching. 
These conditions are not peculiar to Louisiana, and I observe that nine
tenths of the normal schools in other states have a course of study (usual)y 
of four years) in which academic and professional instruction are com
bined in about the proportion of three to one. I have long recognized the 
necessity for such a course here ... . 11 

fn 1892 the Louisiana legislature again extended the Normal course- this time 
to four years. Colonel Boyd planned to devote two and a half sessions to "thorough 
academic work" and one and a half sessions to "thorough professional training." 
He exclaimed, ''Our graduates hereafter will be qualified to fill any position in the 
public schools from the primary to the high school.''78 

While the Normal course was being upgraded, the age of admission was corre-

7
~ Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoche.,, IA., Circular. 1890-91 (New Orleans, 1890). 6-7. 

Cited hereafter as Normal School Circular. /890-91. 
77

Thomas D. Boyd lo J.L.M. Curry, August 22. 1892 (typewritten copy), Williamson Collection, 
A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
78

lbid.; "An Act Relative to tho State Normal School," Acts Passed b')l the General As.rembly 1892 
94. . ' 
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spondingly lowered. In 1884 an applicant bad to be eighteen years old to enter the 
Normal; in 1886, sixteen years old; and in 1892, fifteen if female and sixteen if 
male.79 Other entrance requirements, which remained constant, were demonstrat
ed proficiency in the ordinary subjects of a common school education and a bona 
fide intention of teaching at least one year in Louisiana's pubJjcschools.80 ln 1892 
legislation raised admission standards by requiring satisfactory evidence of both 
good character and academic proficiency as well as a written statement of inten
tion to continue in school until graduation, unless sooner dismissed, and to teach 
al least one year in the public sehools.81 Upon graduation the Normal student 
received a diploma which was a valid teaching certificate for three years and 
renewable thereafter for a similar period. In J 886 the period of validation was 
raised to four years while in 1892 Lhe certificate was designed as a first grade 
teacher's certificate (high school) and entitled its holder to preference in teachjng 
in the public schools. 82 Clearly there was a great demand and competition for Nor
ma I graduates among the public schools of Louisiana during the J 890s. By 1893 
Caddo parish boasted that 20 percent of its teachers were Normal graduates which 
represented IO percent of the State Normal's graduates since the school's begin
ning.83 

With higherstandardsofscbolarshipand modified entrance requirements came 
increased enrollment. ln its first year the State Normal bad sixty students plus a 
small number in the practice class.84 By J 890, with a total enrollment of 231, 
including eighty-four in normal classes, President Boyd was predicting little 
future increase unless additional student boarding facilities were provided.85 Jn 
1893, he noted that excepl for the dining room building erected in 1890, the Nor
mal's buildings were the same as those dona led by the town of Natchitoches in 
1884. Because of the lack of boarding space, teachers lost the privilege of living on 
campus.86 With the erection of an academic building, Boyd Hall. in 1895 over-

79 .. An Act to establish a Stale Normal School," Acts Passed by the General Assembly. 1884, 61; "An 
Act to amend and re-enact Act 51 of the year 1884.'' Acts Passed by the General Assembly, /886, 102; 
"An Act Relative to the State Normal School," Acts Passed by the General Assembly, /892, 94. 
80"An Act to establish a State Normal School.'' Acts Passed by the General Assembly. 1884, 61; "An 
Act to amend and re-enact Act 51 of the year 1884.'' Acts Pa,rsed bytheGeneral Assembly, 1886, 102: 
"An Act Relative to theState Normal School.'' Acts Passed by the General Assembly, J89Z. 94. 
81 Ibid. These admission requirements were being enforced by Normal authorities before becoming 
part of the 1892 law, 
82"An Act to establish a St.ate Normal School," Acts Passed by the Ge11eral Assembly, /884, 61; ••An 
Act to amend and re-enact Act 51 of the year 1884.'' Acts Passed by the General Assembly, I 886. I 03: 
"An Act Relative to the State Normal School.'' Acts Passed by the General Assembly, 1892, 94. 
83shreveport Times, September 20, 1893. 
84 8ie11nial Report of Staie Superi111endent of Public Education. 1884-1885, 197. 
85 Report of Board of Administrators. 1890. 20·2 l. 
86Bie11nlal Report of the State S11perintendem of Public Education To The General As.rembly, 1891-
1893 (Baton Rouge, 1894), 56·7. 
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crowding was relieved temporarily by converting the old Convent Building into a 
women's dormitory containing thirty-five bedrooms. Additionally, the dining hall 
building provided eight second floor bedrooms and baths for female studcnts.87 By 
1896, the last year of Colonel Boyd's tenure, enrollment reached 362, again pre
senting a problem of overcrowding.88 

Some of the increased Normal enrollment resulted from the admittance of stu
dents who had no plans to complete the normal course or teach in the public 
schools. As early as 1891 President Boyd recommended the admission of students 
who wanted to pursue special courses of study. Such students would pay tuition 
fees whereas those entering the normal course paid none.89 Finally in May 1895 
the Board of Administrators voted to admit three classes of special students: ( 1) 
those wishing to select special subjects of study, (2) those wan ling to take part of 
the normal course but not remain until graduation, and (3) those expecting to com
plete the normal course but who were unwilling to teach in the public schools. Stu
dents in the first classification had to select at least three subjects and pay four dol
lars per term for each one. Other special students would pay a tuition of twenty 
dollars per term.90 Actually, President Boyd was creating a college serving various 
educational interests rather than a normaJ school devoted strictly to teacher train
ing. 

President Boyd's plans for an expanding mission for the State Normal can be 
discerned clearly in the J 890s when the question of erecting a state industrial 
school for women arose. Feeling lhat the proper course would be to annex an indus
trial department to the Normal, Colonel Boyd farsightedly presented the school's 
case to the General Assembly in 1892. 

The State Normal School is giving free training for the profession of 
teaching to hundreds of young women of the stale, thereby insuring them 
independence for life; and upon this fact it bases no small part of its claim 
upon your fostering care. But teaching is not the only profession in which 
women may engage. The arts and industries that have sprung from the 
rapid development of modern science, have thrown open to them many 
other avenues of useful employment. One of the latest educatfonal move
ments is the establishment of schools to train young women for the various 
industrial arts.91 

87peuis, "Development of Louisiana State Normal College," 12. 
88Loufsiana State Normal School. Natchitoches, Lo. Catalogue, 1895-96, Announcement, /896-97 
(New Orleans, 1896), 19, oited hereafter as Normal S chool Catalogue, 1895-96; Biennial Report of 
the Szate Superintendent of Public Educatio11 To The General Assembly. 1896-97 (Baton Rouge, 
1898). 18. . 
89 Biennial Report of Stale Superintendent of P11blic Ed11ca1ion, 1890-9 I, 179; "Proposed Changes in 

the Law" (typewritten copy), Williamson Collection. A.O., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
901.ouisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches. La. Catalogue 1894-95 (New Orleans, 1895), 28, 
31 . Cited hereafter as Normal S chool Catalogue, /894-95. 
'll"Female Industrial School" (typewritten copy), Williamson Collection, A.D., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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He questioned whether the state could establish a new educational institution and 
stj)I adequately support existing ones. ''To spend only money enough to fail in 
accomplishing one's purpose is folly, whether it be done by an individual or a state; 
and concentration of capital and effort is as necessary to the success of educational 
institutions as of other business enterprises. "92 He suggested that an outlay of five 
thousand dollars or less per annum for two years wouJd permit the State Normal 
to include an industrial department since several industrial courses were aJready 
being taugbt.93 In support of his idea of adding industrial studies to the Normal, 
President Boyd quoted from a paper presented by Mrs. Leon Jastremski to the 
Louisiana Educational Association in 1893 in which she questioned, "Why cannot 
they [dormitories] be made sufficiently ample to house industrial students also, 
and a joint Normal and lndustrial College be founded? ... Thus a twofold good 
will be accomplished - industrial training for young women and industrial train
ing for teachers in our public schools."94 

By 1894 the drive to establish an industrial institute at Ruston intensified in Lhe 
legislature. Again President Boyd opposed tbe measure for financial reasons 
declaring" ... it goes against the grain to give up one dollar for the support of a use
less rival institution for higher education for girls ... . " 95 However, be aJso felt that 
"the Jndustrial School will be a perpetual menace, not only to this institution but 
aJso to the State University, in more ways than in the matter of appropriations." 
President Boyd feared an intense rivalry between the two north Louisiana schools 
that might eventually lead to the removal of the Normal to Ruston.96 Although the 
Norma l's president was unalterably opposed to an industrial school at Ruston, the 
Board or Administralorsdid not entirely agree. They discussed a resolution declar
ing that the Normal would be harmed by the annexatfon of an industrial branch 
and that they regarded "such an Institution located at such place as the Legisla
ture may select, not as a rival to be feared, but as an ally in the great educational 
work of the State, to be encouraged as a co-laborer in the same great cause."97 All 
oppositfon to the new school proved futile. The north Louisiana legislative delega
tion wanted the Ruston institution while Governor Foster was interested in obtain
ing support for his future senatorial campaign.98 The Louisiana Industrial Insti
tute became a reality in 1894, and certainly, as President Boyd had expected, a 
rival to the State Normal School at Natchitoches. 

92 1bid. 
93tbid. 
94Bie1111ial Report ofS1a1eSuperi111e11dem of Public Education. /892-93, 59-60. 
95Quoted in Wilkerson, Boyd. 126. 
96tbid. 
97Minutesof Board of AdministTators. 33, University Archives, A.D., E.P. W .M. L .. N .S.U. Action on 
this resolution was deferred until a later Lime and not recorded lhen. 
98Wilkcrson, Boyd. 128. 

35 



Northwestern State University 

President Boyd had good reason to oppose any new educational institutions that 
would deny or reduce the Normal's state support. During his tenure, be, as had his 
predecessor, fought fiercely for state appropriations and felt that the Normal's 
growth had been limited by a lack of financial support. In his first year, J 888. Pres
ident Boyd saw his school's appropriation reduced from thirteen thousand dollars 
to eighty-five hundred dollars per annum for the ensuing two years. 99 In I 890 Pres
ident Boyd asked for twelve thousand dollars a year for operations and twenty-five 
thousand dollars for capital outlay. The legislature appropriated only ten thousand 
dollars for operations a year and twenty-five hundred dollars for repairs and build
ing.100 Two years later he requested seventy-five thousand doUars for a new build
ing, twenty-five hundred dollars for repairs, and fifteen thousand dollars per 
annum for operational support. IOI By that time the Normal had public support for 
its reg ues ts. The Shreveport Ti mes recognized the excellent work of the institution 
and strongly recommended that Lhe requested appropriations be granted.102 
Nonetheless, the Normal received only $12,500 a year support and twenty-five 
hundred dollars for repairs and buildings. 103 In 1893 the Louisiana Press Associa
tion. which bad visited the school and was impressed with its work, joined the cho
rus demanding increased appropriations.104 Finally, in July 1894 the legislature 
appropriated fifteen thousand dollars for a new building. Through great effort, the 
school's authorities erected a three-story wooden building with steam heat in 1895 
for the surprisingly small sum of eighteen thousand dollars. AU but about eight 
hundred dollars was paid out of existing Normal funds by scrimping and saving. !OS 

However, the annual appropriation was not increased significantly. By l 896 Presi
dent Boyd was requesting a minimum annual appropriation of $18,500 plus spe
cial appropriations for building and repairs. 106 By that time he was considering 
leaving the presidency of the Normal School. 

In June 1896 Thomas D. Boyd bad been elected president of his old alma mater, 
Louisiana State University. For a variety of reasons he hesitated to accept the 
proffered position. The Normal was running smoothly; it was larger in enrollment 
than the State University, the presidents' salaries were the same and the university 
was experiencing student and faculty unrest. Additionally, President Boyd was 
happy in Natchitoches. Inundated by telegrams from Louisiana State University 

99 Report of Board of Administrators, J 890, 23. 
100Willc.erson. Boyd, 100-lOJ. 
I OJ B,ennial Report of State Superintendent of Public Education, 1890-91, 180. 
I02shreveport Times. May 5, 1892. 
103Wiikerson, Boyd. I 02-103. Alth011gh Governor Murphy J. Foster sympathized with the needs of the 
Normal, the depression of the early 1890s and severe flooding in Lou.isiana made adequate funding 
i~sible. 
I Shreveport Times, May 12, 1893. 
I05Reporr of the Louisiana Staie Normal S chool, !Vatchitoches. louisiana, To The General Assem
bfi/,, 1896 (Shreveport , n.d.), 7. 
I Ibid., 9-10. 
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supporters urging him to accept the presidency and by Natchitoches citizens 
beseeching him to turn it down, be declined the offer. When Arthur T. Prescott of 
the Louisiana Industrial Institute also refused the LSU presidency, the position 
was once again tendered to President Boyd. Again Colonel Boyd's friends and rela
tives urged him lo accept, while the Nonnal's supporters and friends petitioned 
him to stay at the Natchitoches school. The newspapers of the state joined the tug
of-war with their positions determined by whichschool they supported. Finally, on 
July 6, 1896, President Boyd decided to return to LSU and on July 11 Lhe Board 
of Administrators accepted his resignation and elected B.C. Caldwell as the third 
president of Lbe State Normal Schoo1. 107 

During his eight years at the helm of the State Normal School, President Boyd 
had provided excellent administrative leadership. He was an inspiration to both 
the students and faculty in a quiet way while al the same time he upgraded the aca
demic standards of the school. He had fought for increased funding from the state 
and had generally gained some, but not all, that he requested. He had seen the 
Normal enrollment more than double and new buildings erected and old ones 
repaired. The State Normal was always first among his interests and he had served 
the school well as its second president. 

Attending the Louisiana State Normal School in the J 880s and I 890s was an 
exciting experience for young people never before away from home. A student 
learned of the school's program by word-of-mouth or most probably through one 
of the Normal's newspaper advertisements. One 1885 ad exclaimed, "The school 
offers to the youth of the State talented professors, magnificent buildings and 
grounds, healthy location, excellent society and the highest advantage of an educa
tional character" while another in 1894 promoted the school as ' 'unsurpassed in 
beauty and healthfulness of location. thoroughness of instruction and perfection 
of discipline." All the school's notices gave opening dates of sessions and boldly 
proclaimed tuition was free and classes open to both sexes.108 

Getting to the Normal School was a major problem for students in the early 
years since Natchitoches bad no direct rail communications with other parts of the 
state. One Normal newspaper notice advised students to detrain at the Texas and 
Pacific Railway station at Provencal where hacks provided by public-spirited 
Natchitoches citizens would be found at all times to convey them to thescbool. 109 

The most convenient Texas and Pacific Railway station, however, was at Cypress, 
eleven long, muddy, difficult miles from Natchitoches. Recognizing the immedi
ate need for direct railroad connections for Normal students, in 1885 Leopold 

107Minulesof Board of Adrninislrators, 41. Universi ty Archives, A.O .. E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U.; Wilker
son, Boyd, 132-47. Thomas D. Boyd served with distinction as lhepresidenl of Louisiana State Univer· 
sitg until 1926 when he retired. 
IO Shreveport Times, October 7, 1885; August 26, 1894. 
109Jbid .. October 9. 1885. 
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In the Reading Room 

Caspari organized the Natchitoches Land and Railway Company to build a "tap" 
railroad from Natchitoches to Cypress. To help defray construction expenses, in 
L887 the town of Natchitoches levied a five-mill tax effective for ten years. In 
December the first train sped along the track pulled by a wood burning engine 
nick.named "Hilda. " 110" ••• lt [first regular train run] will be a general celebration 
in the town of Natchitoches" wrote Miss Cammie Garrett, a student at the Nor
mal. She continued. "You know it is the first time the greater part of these inhabi
tants ever saw such a thing as a crain. Several hundred bails [sic] of cotlonare lying 
at the depot waiting to be shipped on the first opportunity. IL is perfectly ridiculous 
lhe way the people here carry on over this improvement."111 Although the layover 
at Cypress was often long and disagreeable, the ''tap" railroad gave the Normal 
direct communications to Cypress and from there to the southern portions of the 
state. Fo! students the railroad station in Natchitoches was very conveniently 
located within three hundred yards of the school grounds. 112 Besides rail travel, 
early students came to the Normal by boat, landing either in town or at Grand 
Ecore, four miles to the west. 113 

As the Normalites approached the campus, they were undoubtedly impressed 
by the buildings and grounds. Immediately visible were the two original buildings 
- old Bullard Mansion and the Convent Building. BuJJard Mansion, calJed the 
Matron's Building, was used for a dormitory containing the matron's room, infi.r-

110"Natchitoch~ To Cypress Round Trip Twenty-Two Miles;• Vertical File, Archives Division, 
Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
111 CammieGarrelltohcrfather, December 18, 1887, MelroseCollection,A.D., E.P.W.M.L,N.S.U. 
112Lo11isiana Stare Normal School. Natchitoches. La. Catalogue. 1892-93 (New Orleans, 1893), 16. 
Cited hereafter as Normal School Catalogue. 1892-93. 
I t3Normal School Circular. 1885-1886. 15. 
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mary, two balls and six bedrooms while the convent structure served as the early 
classroom building. In 1890 a third bu.ilding, the dining hall, was added to the cam
pus. fl was a two-story frame structure which housed a large kitchen, a dining hall 
accommodating 250 persons, and eight bedrooms and baths on the second floor. 114 

Finally in 1895 the Normal obtained a new administrative building, which at first 
was named the Normal Building, but later became known as Boyd Hall. Due to the 
niggardly state appropriation of fifteen thousand dollars, plans for a brick struc
ture were abandoned and instead a three-story wooden building with a steam heat
ing plant was constructed. To cut expenses the interior of the building was left 
unpainted except for the auditorium and offices. Boyd Hall housed administrative 
offices, an assembly ball with a seating capacity of one thousand, ten large class
rooms, library, reading room, reception room, laboratory, and cloak rooms. It had 
ample windows, Venetian blinds to regulate the lighl, slate blackboards in most 
classrooms, and modern desk furniture. 115 Wi lh the completion of the new admin
istration building, the old convent structure, although needing repairs, was con
verted into a women's dormitory providing thirty-five bedrooms. The only other 
structure on campus was a smaJJ cottage built in 1894 as the president's home. 1 l6 

From the beginning the State Normal provided boarding facilities for young 
ladies. The boarding department, known as the Normal Club, was organized sepa
rately from the general administration of the school and was managed by a house
keeper or matron assisted by faculty women and students u.ndcr the su pcrvision of 
the president. Monthly fees were levied to meet necessary cost of living expenses 
while monthly meetings were conducted to decide affairs of the club. The club 
boarding house, or Matron's Building, was occupied by the housekeeper, women 
faculty members, and students. Other women students lived on the third floor of 
the Convent Building.117 Rates were indeed reasonable for the young ladies. For 
a fee of from ten to twelve dollars a month, each girl was given a room ''with bed
steads, mattresses, study table, washstand, bowl, pitcher and chair." Each student 
had to provide her own pillows, bedclotbing, towels, and napkins. All personal 
items had to be marked plainly with the student's name. 118 The 1890 catalog noted 
a slight rise in fees ranging from ten dollars to $12.50 for board, lodging, fuel, and 
lights; $1.50 per month for washing; and approximately ten dollars per session for 
books and stationery. 119 Two years later an incidental feeoftwodoJlars per session 

I 148iennial Report of State Superintendent of Public Education. 1890-91, 175; Pettis, "Development 
of Louisiana State Normal College," 12-13. 
115 Report of Louisiana Stare Normal School. 1896. 6-8. 
1160tis R. Crew. "History of Northwestern State College of Louisiana" (typewritten), 17. 
117 Report of Board of Administrators, 1890. 14, 19. Mrs. Agnes E. Donaho $erved as matron of the 
Boarding Club from 1890 until her death in 1902. She was admired by students and school administra
tors alike. Peuis, "Oevelopmenl of Louisiana State Normal College." 26. 
I I 8 Louisiana State Normal School, Na11:hitod1es, La. Catalogue for 1887-7888. Announcement for 
/888-/889 (Shreveport. 1888), 15-16. Cited hereafter as Normal School Catalogue, /887-1888. 
119Normal School Circular. 1890-9/. 9. 
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was assessed and the cost of books and stationery rose to about fifteen dollars per 
session. 120 President Boyd considered the boarding department a "necessary evil.·· 
stating "lt may be dispensed with in a school located in a city or in the heart of a 
town; but it is absolutely indispensable here, as experience has clearly proven."121 

Mrs. Dona ho's room at old dorm 

Young ladies, although encouraged to live in the club, could board with families 
in town, but only in houses meeting the president's approval. Young men, of 
course, had to board in town but again only in approved homes. The rates were gen
erally twelve to fourteen dollars a month for town boarders. 122 One Normalite lat
er recalled that she boarded at Miss Hunter's house in town because she wanted 
to study to 3:00 or 4:00 a.m. instead of having to retire at 10:00 p.m. "Miss Hunter 
had never kept boarders before and knew almost nothing about it. She had a little 
trifling Negro girl to help her. Between them, they kept the poorest place I ever had 
anything to do with. The cooking was pittiful [sic] Not much of it, and bearly 

120Normal School Catalogue. 1892-91. 24. 
121 Report of Board of Administrators. 1890. 13-14. The rates varied slightlydependingon the number 
of Club members and expenses. 
122Normal School Catalogue. 1887-1888. 15. 
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[sic] eatable .... I don't think Miss Hunter ever suspected how hungry we were." 
She explained that the boarders stayed there because Miss Hunter was a fine, love
ly, old lady who was penniless with no other means of making a living. 123 A male 
student also recounted his boarding experiences. Living with a family a few miles 
down Cane River his first term, he decided to move to town. With ten or fifteen oth
er boys, be rented sleeping quarters near the court house. They ate at" 'Aunt Ash
er's,'' an octoroon who ran a high class restaurant for whites only. She was a fine 
old lady, made pets of the young men, and served us excellent meals at small 
cost." 124 Not surprisingly, lodging and eating facilities varied from bad to good for 
off-campus students. 

t23Mamie Cross to Cammie Henry, February 27, 1934, Melrose Collection. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., 
N.S.U. 
124Harris. Memoirs, 60. 

First literary society 
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Student life was regimented at the Normal with studies being of paramount 
importance. The school year was originally divided into two terms of three months 
each. The fall term began in November and ended in January, while the spring 
term encompassed February through April. Classes were held daily from Monday 
through Saturday except for Christmas week and certain state and national holi
days. The class day began at 9:00 a.m. and continued unitl 2: 15 p.m. with recesses 
at 10:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. The Saturday classes ended at noon. A major part of 
the classroom work consisted of carefully supervised student teaching in the prac
tice school. A reading room (library) was immediately opened in 1885 for the use 
of students. 125 The practice school was replaced in 1894 by a model ungraded 
school which was typical of the country schools in which most Normal graduates 
would teach. 126 Students were promoted from one class to another at the close of 
the term after satisfactorily passing writlen and oral examinations in all studies 
pursued. 127 

To develop both their educational and social capacities, sixty-eight Normal stu
dents formed a literary society, Seekers After Knowledge, in 1890 under the direc
tion of Professor R.L. Himes. The organization's membership grew so rapidly that 
two years later a rival group, the Eclectic Literary Society, was founded by half of 
the membership of the S.A.K.128 The two societies, composed of students, former 
students, and Normal teachers, held literary exercises on alternate Saturday eve
nings in the Normal Music Hall. in the early years the societies engaged in serious, 
competitive debates on contemporary issues at the annual commencements.129 

The literary societies became an integral part of student activities and eventually 
a component of the Normal's curriculum. In addition to an educational environ
ment, the early Normal established "an atmosphere of refined and Christian 
morality" by encouraging students to attend one of the four churches in town and 
join lbeir Sunday schools. To facilitate religious development, a Sunday school 
was held at the Normal every Sunday afternoon.130 

125Nurmal School Circular, /885-/886. 11. 13-14, 16. Sy 1890 Lhe annual session consisted of two 
terms of four months each. The school year then began in October.Report of the Board of Administra· 
1ors, /890, 13. 
126Normal School Catalog11e, /894-95. 20. 
I 27 Normal School Cir<"ular. 1885-1886, 14. 
I 2Spo1pourri, /910, 62; Pettis. "Development of Louisiana State Normal College, 31; Crew, "History 
of Northwestern State College," 18. The colors of S.A.K. were purple and gold while those of E.L.S. 
were blue and white. A committee with representatives of both societies was appointed to choose school 
colors for the State Normal. They selected purple from S.A.K. and white from E.L.S. 
129Normal School Circrilar, 1890-91, 11. Normal School Catalogue. /894-95, 11. 
l30tbid., 34. 
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Discipline at the Normal was strict. although in the 1880s President Sheib did 
not believe in the use of compulsion. He felt that the students. seriously preparing 
to be teachers, should govern themselves and comply willingly with all regulations. 
Nevertheless, "Unladylike or ungentlemanly conduct" was punishable by expul
sion.131 President Boyd agreed that discipline should be based on self-control, yet 
he instituted policies providing for l he expulsion of students leaving before grad ua
tion without permission or valid excuse and the dropping of students from the rolls 
who were absent for one week without permission or valid excuse. "Habitual 
absence or neglect of study" could result in a request that the student withdraw 
from school. 132 However, both presidents praised the good conduct of the Normal 
students. Colonel Boyd boastfully announced that in the tirst five years of his 
administration not one student had been expelled and only two had been asked to 
resign.133 Perhaps this excellent record was due to the order President Boyd estab
lished at the Normal. "Everything about the State Normal School shows system 
and discipline and the pupils march at the tap or a drum."'34 

Still another outstanding record the Normal established was the healthfulness 
of its ~tudents. Despite poor heating from fireplaces, no running water, and no elec
tricity. there was not one death at the Normal during its first ten years and very 
few serious illnesses. 135 However, in 1896 the school was visited by an outbreak of 
measles in January and February and classes were suspended in March and April 
because of smallpox in Natchitoches. 136 

The crowning achievement of the Normal in its early years was its graduates. 
Beginning with a graduation class of three, by 1894 the Normal had sent 148 

l 31 Normal School Circular, 1885-1886, 12. 

:!~N~rmal School Circular. 189()..9/. 10. 
B1en11fa/ Repo~t ?f State Superintende111 of Public Edu<"ation, /884-85, 197; Thomas D. Boyd to 

~~~.~oard of A?m1mstrators, ~a7 29, 1893, Will!a~son Collection, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
Old Natchitoches. The Louisiana Press Association. The Fourteenth Meeting." Louisiana Review 

( 1893). Melr?5e Scrapbook, #68, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library. Northwest
ern State University, Natchitocbes, Louisiana. 
:!!Normal Schoo_l Catalogue, 1894~95, 21. 

. Repon of Louwa11a Slate Normal School. 1896. 4-5; Edwin Lewis Stephens "Ei,;corpls from the 
D1a~yof a Teacher at theStateNormal School, Session 1895-96" (typewritten copy). Williamson Col
lection. A.D .. E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
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trained teachers into the schools of Louisiana. That year 104 were still teaching 
despite the fact that twenty-seven had married and "thus passed into another 
sphere of usefulness to humanity." In May 1895 another nineteen joined the list 

Commencement Stage 

of graduates. 137 As T.H. Harris commented, "The establishment of the State Nor
mal School was by far the most important thing ever done in the interest of public 
education." 138 Certainly President Boyd would have agreed with him. Early in his 
administration, President Boyd declared, "Education is not a growth from below 
upwards, but an emanation of light from above downwards. " 139 in the 1880s and 
1890s the State Normal School was providing the light that was driving the dark
ness of ignorance, poorly-trained teachers, and public apathy from the corridors 
of Louisiana's public schools. 

I 37 Normal School Catalogue. 1894-95, 21. 
I l8T.H. Harris, The Story of Public Education in Louisiana (New Orleans, 1924), 64. 
13'1-fhomas D. Boyd to Governor Francis T. Nicholls, April 20. 1892 (typewritten copy), Williamson 
Collection. A.D .• E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
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Chapter III 

"A MATTER OF IMPORTANCE" 

The transfer of the State Normal administrative control from Colonel Thomas 
D. Boyd to Beverly C. Caldwell in the summer of 1896 was tranquil. For years the 
two men had worked together in the Teachers' Institutes and in 1894 President 
Boyd had brought Professor Caldwell to the Louisiana State Normal school in the 
dual role of State Institute Conductor and member of the faculty. Although very 
different in personality, Presidents Boyd and Caldwell shared the same education
al philosophy and certainly the same dream -to make the State Normal serve the 
educational needs of the people of Louisiana. In fulfilling this aim, President Cald
well continued the institute program, intensified the expansion of the school's 
physical plant, improved student campus living conditions, modified the curricu
lum, and realized increased enrollment. Through twelve years of determination 
and dedication he guided the State Normal School into the twentieth century. 

Beverly Caldwell was born July 12, 1856, in Hopkinsville, Kentucky, to Isaac 
H. and Evaline S. (Stites) Caldwell.1 Isaac Caldwell practiced law, served briefly 
as Clerk of Adair County, and edited a newspaper in the small Kentucky town. 
With the outbreak of the Civil War, he, at the time a cashier in the Bank of Ken
tucky, decided to move his wife and seven children to Louisville where he engaged 
in a tobacco business. After the war, the Caldwell family moved to Carbondale, 
Illinois, where Isaac again practiced law and purchased a large farm. During these 
years his son, Beverly, received his education in Louisville and in a private school 
in Carbondale. In 1874 young Caldwell entered the first class of the newly-opened 
Southern ntinois Normal School. Two years later he completed his program of 
study and graduated as the youngest member of a class of five.2 

Immediately entering teaching, Beverly C. Caldwell secured a position in Hick
man, Kentucky, a small rural Mississippi River town. There he taught elementary 
and secondary subjects and later reminisced that his first school was in: 

a primitive little community where the young people were all eager to 
learn; but I bad a great many pupils who were older and much larger than 
I, mostly girls, but some of them boys and unruly ones too, although I 
must say that they never gave me any trouble in school. That was a rich 

I Elizabeth R. Caldwell to Roland Grass, March 19, 1959, Vertical File, Archives Division, Eugene P. 
Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Cited hereafter 
as A.D .• E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
2Ibid.; Eliot Stetson Knowles, Jr., "The Life and Career of Beverly C. Caldwell" (Ed.D. dissertation, 
Northwestern State University, 1972), 12-15. Cited hereafter as Knowles, "Caldwell." Knowles states 
that Caldwell's parents did not give him a middle name. but later he adopted Caldwell becoming Bever
ly Caldwell Caldwell 
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experience for me, and I dale many useful principles of my teaching from 
that halycon summer and autumn when I was a boy among my boys and 
girls and lived with them as one of their own number.3 

Adding immeasurably to the joy of his first teaching assignment was his marriage 
in 1886 to one of his students, fifteen-year-old Ida R. Underwood of Hickman. A 
few months later, he moved to Glascow, Missouri, to serve as principal of a small 
rural school. There he broadened his teaching and administrative experience espe
cially by taking part in teachers' institutes. lo l890 he learned of a vacancy in the 
principalship (which he successfulJy sought) of Moline High School in Moline, 
Illinois. For four years he administered the 104-student secondary school with 
notable success. In addition to taking a personal interest in his pupils, Principal 
Caldwell united the community in support of the school and improved the profes
sional standards of his faculty by requiring them to attend state teachers' meetings 
and participate in "visiting days'' whereby they observed methods used by other 
teachers.4 

By 1890 Beverly C. Caldwell had also come to the attention of President Boyd 
who was looking for prominent educators to direct teachers' institules in Louisi
ana. Because of his experience as teacher, principal. and especially as institute 
conductor in central Missouri as early as 1887, Mr. Caldwell was invited to con
duct a small institute in Mount Lebanon, Louisiana, in June of 1890. T he partici
pants were twenty-one white teachers and one Negro teacher. The next year. 
together with Martin G. Brumbaugh of Pennsylvania. he participated in four Lou
isiana institutes with a total attendance of 233 teachers. The year 1893 brought 
even greater success. He, Brumbaugh, and R. L. Himes man-aged twelve institutes 
throughout Louisiana with a teacher enrollment of l,055. Additionally Beverly 
Caldwell partjcipated in the educational activities of the Ruston Chautauqua dur
ing these years. The reward for his endeavors came in 1894 when he was named 
first State Institute Conductor. In July he returned to Moline to move his wife and 
children to Natchitoches.5 During the next two years he continued his successful 
management of the institute program. He reached over one-third of Louisiana's 
teachers through institutes. He also interested the public in education by means of 
evening sessions designed to involve the parents in the public schools. One of his 
most significant achievements was the introduction of the four-week institute, the 
forerunner of the summer term at the Normal School. "This [institute] work," 
remarked President Boyd, "has been placed by Mr. Caldwell from the outset on 
the highest plane of excellence. "6 ln July 1896 Beverly C . CaJdwell resigned his 

le.c. Caldwcll 10 Miss Lillian Lee (Newman], [Fall or Winter, J900J, University Archives, Archives 
Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Librury, Northwestern State University. Na1chi1oches, Louisi
ana. Original in the possession of James L. Newman, Beaumont, Texas. Cited hereafter a~ A.D., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
4Elizabeth R. Caldwell lo Roland Grass, March 19, 1959. Vertical File. A.D .. E.P.W.M .L .. N.S.U.; 
Knowles. "Caldwell." 15-7. 
5tbid., 21-24: 27. 
6tbid .• 28-30; 33. 
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position as Slate Institute Conductor Lo accept a still greater challenge, the presi
dency of the Louisiana State Normal School. 

Assuming the presidency of the State Normal School at the age of forty, BeverJy 
C. Caldwell had substantial teaching and administrative experience although he 
lacked an advanced degree which usually accompanied such a position. More 
importantly, he bad a common-sense approach to teacher training and the role of 
the pubJic school teacher. In describing the purpose of the Louisiana State Normal 
School, he declared, •·tt is distinctly a professional school, and all the training here 
given is expressly aimed to develop such powers as are demanded in the work of the 
school room. "1 He noted that the difference between university work and study at 
the Normal was that the latter was individualized to meet a student's needs and 
to reflect his attainments. Nevertheless, the Normal School was much more to 
President Caldwell than merely a teacher training institution. 

While it is the distinctive purpose of the school to train teachers, it is my 
sincere belief that no other course ever offered to young women affords a 
more thorough preparation for all the duties of womenhood, than the 
training given at the normal school. Even though a student should never 
become a teacher, she would have acquired here an interest in children 
and the means of developing human forces and character, that will stand 
her in good stead in any walk of life.8 

While extolling the virtue of the Normal training. President Caldwell also gave 
down-to-earth advice to the institution's newly-graduated teachers who were dis
couraged by conditions in Louisiana's rural schools. To a young teacher in lberia 
Parish he advised, "You have the two things necessary to do good teaching, the 
children to teach, and a good teacher to teach them; all else is only of secondary 
importance, blackboards, comfortable furniture, sunny rooms, good fires, reading 
books, busy work material, and all the rest." At the same time he admonished that 
"a thoroughly satisfied teacher is a mighty dangerous animal to turn loose upon 
the unsuspecting community of a first grade. l have profound distrust of the teach
er who does not feel and wish that she could do more for 'these little people of 
God '. "9 One condition that worried President Caldwell was the preference shown 
to men in the hiring practices of many school boards. To one woman teacher he 
declared, " If I onJy knew how to dress you up in a cutaway coat and palm you off 
for a man, l could put you into a ninety dollar position that you could fill morecred-

1a.C. Caldwell to Mrs. S.W. Turpin. December 9, 1898. Caldwell Papers, University Archives, 
Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Cited hereafter as 
A.D .. E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
81bid. 
9a .C. Caldwell to Miss Lillian Lee [Newman] , [Fall or Winter, 1900], University Archives, A.D., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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itably than any man I have to recommend. But alas! the average school board 
doesn't know how much of a man's strength and resource may be hidden in woman· 
ly garb such as yours; and it insists on a man for every one of the most responsible 
places within its control. ... " 10 Sexual preference was not a practice at the Normal 
but even there a disparity in salaries was evident. The average salary paid to male 
teachers was $1,250 for a session of eight months while women faculty members 
received only $7 50 for the same services. 11 During the mid·Caldwell years women 
outnumbered men nineteen to seven on the faculty. 12 

Upon entering the duties of the Normal presidency, 8.C. Caldwell's first con· 
cern was renovating the existing buildings which were in a state of disrepair either 
from age, cheap construction, or poor maintenance. The building needing the most 
immediate repair was the forty-year-old Convent Building. In 1896 President 
Caldwell received a legislative appropriation of forty·six hundred dollars to 
remodel the structure. Defective foundations were rebuilt. faulty brick work 
restored, and arches and lintels replaced. Plaster ceilings were replaced with cor
rugated wood. old galleries completely rebuilt, and the brick columns reconstruct
ed. Interior wood work and ceilings were painted and walls papered. Proudly, 
President Caldwell exclaimed, "It is believed that this building is now in as good 
a condition as when it was erected forty years ago .... '' 13 At the same time the shin
gle roofs of the Dining Room and Matron's Building were replaced with metal as 
a lire safeguard. 14 

The next year, 1897, President Caldwell began work on the Dining Room 
(building). He obtained an appropriation of four thousand dollars from the Board 
of Administrators for the construction of a new. modernized kitchen, pantries, and 
an addition to the Dining Room. When the extension was completed it provided a 
large kitchen, serving room, two pantries, and a dining room seating two hundred 
persons. It provided nine bath rooms and four additional bedrooms. making a total 
of eight, for women boarders. For the comfort of tbe residents the bath rooms con
tained "full-length white porcelain-lined bath tubs, supplied with hot and cold cis· 
tern water." Because of bis insistence on building new galleries connecting the new 
and old buildtngs. which served as fire escapes for the third floors, the cost of the 
entire addition was $112.90 over the appropriation. 15 The same year the Matron's 
Building was repainted and papered. ft was refurnished with, in Caldwell's words, 

IOe.C Caldwell to M,~ Mary Craighead, January 18, 1899. Caldwell Paper~, University Archive~. 
A.O., f:..P.W.M.L., N.S U. 
11 a.C. Caldwell lo Pre!tidcnt W.W. Parsons, October 24, 1898, ibid. 
128.C Caldwell 10 Bureau of Education. Replies to Circular of August 7 [1903 ). 84, ibid. 
llse,enth Biennial Report of the Louisiana Stolt' Normal School, Natchitoc.hes. lo. /898 (New 
Orlean~. 1898). 5. Cited hereafter a~ J\ormal School Seventh 8ie1111ia/ Report. I 898. 
14tbid., 5-6. 
15tbid, 6; Louisiana State Normal School, Natchit0<hes Lo. Catalogue, 1895·96. Announcement. 
1896-97 ( New Orleans, 1896), 74, Cited hereafter us Normal School Catalogue. 1895·96. 
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"the handsomest and most sanitary beds" being "six feet six inches long and three 
feet six inches wide. They are of white enameled iron with brass trimmings" and 
were fitted with "Woven wire steel springs, and the best Louisiana moss mattress 
of full size.'' The wash stands were also of white enameled iron with granite bowls 
and pitchers. 16 Obviously, President Caldwell was proud of the new, lavish fur· 
nishings for he described them in detail in the school catalog. 

Although rightly satisfied with his renovation projects, President Caldwell real
ized that the State Normal could not continue to grow unless new construction was 
begun. Urgently needed were a women's dormitory and a men's dormitory. 
Although the president supervised the building of two women's dormitories, East 
Hall in 1898 and West Hall in 1902, no living quarters were erected for men during 
his tenure. He also witnessed the erection of a Model School in 1900 and a new 
administration and classroom building, Caldwell Hall, begun in 1906 and com
pleted two years later. Thus the Normal buildings increased from four to eight 
during the Caldwell years and demonstrated the president's foresighted building 
program. However, in each instance President Caldwell had to beg for appropria· 
Lions and then skimp and save to build with less money than was desirable. In some 
cases he bad to transfer funds from one purpose to another and violate other usual 
financial practices to achieve his objectives. Eventually, his actions in expanding 
the physical plant of the Normal were to be responsible in part for his removal from 
the presidency. 

Beverly C. Caldwell's modus operandi in obtaining new buildings for the State 
Normal was first evident in the construction of East Hall. In his April 1898 bienni· 
al report, President Caldwell called attention to the need for a women's dormitory 
capable of housing sixty to one hundred students. He predicted that such a dormi· 
tory would be filled immediately by current residents living in overcrowded condi· 
tions and by new students entering the next faU. 17 His pleas fell on deaflegislative 
ears; however, the General Assembly did appropriate live thousand dollars for 
improvements and fifteen hundred dollars for repairs at the Normal. Immediately 
the president approached the Board of Administrators with a request to use the 
sixty·five hundred dollars and other funds for a new dormitory, leaving other Nor· 
mal needs to future legislative largesse. Upon obtaining board approval and build
ing plans, President Caldwell opened bids for construction. But no contractor 
would undertake the work for the sum available, eight thousand dollars, so he, giv· 
ing up his summer vacation, personally purchased materials, employed workmen, 
and supervised the construction from August to November 1898. Because of Cald· 
well's own involvement, East Hall cost $8,460.76 to build, some two thousand dol· 
tars under the lowest contractor's bid. The tbree·story wooden dormitory con· 

16Jbid. 
17 Normal School Seventh Biennial Report, 1898, 11 
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tained a spacious arched reception room. bedrooms for eighty-eight students and 
ten teachers, eight bathrooms, individual clothes closets, and attic storage rooms 
for students' trunks. East Hall was completely filled wben opened a week after the 
beginning of the 1898 fall session. 18 The local newspaper gave President Caldwell 
proper recognition for bis untiring efforts when it stated that a visitor to the Nor· 
mal would see: 

the beautiful structure that has gone up almost Alladin-like [sic) in a night. 
one will look unconsciously on the Genl. (Mr.Caldwell's) finger for the ring, 
and he must possess one, as two years in succession the buildings have gone 
up like magic under his planning and supervision and each tittle detail is per
fect in itself. 19 

President Caldwell's "magic" was soon at work again. When he announced the 
completion of East Hall, the president pointed out the Normal's urgent need for 
a new model school. At the time the model school was housed in four rooms of Boyd 
Hall which were required for the overflowing Normal classes. He recommended 
a school building accommodating five hundred pupils and a curriculum that would 
include the entire public school course of instruction. For this purpose, President 
Caldwell requested a special appropriation of eighty-five hundred dollars for the 
building and fifteen hundred dollars for furnishings. Surprisingly, this time he 
received the entire sum. By the spring of 1901 the Model School was opera
tional.20 It contained ten classrooms, four large corridors, and ten cloakrooms. 
Each classroom was heated by a large open fire in one corner and a hot air heater 
in the opposite corner. The Model School's instruction encompassed kindergarten, 
eight grades, ungraded school, and high school. Thus any teaching position a Nor
mal graduate might obtain was represented in the school. The Model School was 
a public school, open to any students from throughout the state and was under the 
supervision of trained teachers. For one hour each day the pupils were taught by 
practice teachers from the Normal classes.21 

By 1900, the year the Model School was built, President Caldwell was again 
complaining of the lack of boarding facilities for women students. In the fall of 
190 l, because of increasing enrollment, the old rooms in the Convent and Dining 
Room buildings were reoccupied by boarders. Altogether there were available 
eighty-three rooms housing four students each, the Dining Room accommodations 

18 Eighth Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches. La., 1900 (New Orle
ans, 1900), 7-8. Cited hereafter as Normal School Eighth Bie/fllial Report, I 900; Shuveport Times. 
July 30, 1898. 
19r,,e Natchiloches Enterprise, November lO, 1898. 
20Normal School Eighth Biennial Report, 1900, 13, 16; Biennial Report of the State Superintendent f. Public Education to IM General Assembly, I 900-/901 (Baton Rouge. 1902), 234. 

I Sixteenth Annual Circular of Information of the State Normal School of Louisiana. Natchitoches, 
la., August. I 900. Catalogue of Students, J 899-1900, Alumni, I 885-1900, Announcements for Ses
sion, /9()0-/901 (New Orleans. 1900), 17, 25. Cited her~fter as Normal School Sixteenth Annual 
Circular. 1900. 
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with three students each, and the large convent rooms with live or six to a room. 
Still. there was not enough room for the girls so the reception room, storerooms, 
bathrooms, and one corridor of the new dormitory, East Hall, were fitted out as 
temporary bedrooms. Even with these emergency measures, over one hundred 
girls in a si:ll·montb period were turned away from the club.22 At the time, Presi
dent Caldwell noted that the schools of Louisiana required a total of four thousand 
teachers and that, since the average teacher taught for only four years, the state 
needed one thousand new teachers a year.23 Still, the Normal was rejecting poten
tial teachers because of a lack of dormitory space. The crisis was relieved tempo
rarily in 1902 when a second women's dormitory, West Hall, was erected. It was 
of frame construction, simliar in design to East Hall, and housed 104 boarders. 
The cost of the structure was ten thousand dollars. The dining room was also 
enlarged to seat 350 persons and the president's cottage was repaired and 
enlarged.~4 

The same year that President Caldwell saw the second women's dormitory rise 
on campus, he argued that the Normal should provide similar living quarters for 
male students. He pointed out that the men had to obtain accommodations in 
boarding houses or in private homes which were more expensive and less conducive 
to study than campus facilities. Also "they [male students] have no watchful over
sight nor helpful guidance, as the girls have who live in the club. They arc therefore 
less regular in auendance, Jess correct in habits of study, and suffer more from 
sickness than the girls in the club." President Caldwell buttressed his argument by 
concluding tha 1 the schools of the state needed men. Most Louisiana boys, accord
ing to him, looked upon teaching only as a temporary employment to allow them 
later to enter the professions of law, medicine, or business. Yet, Louisiana needed 
"her own sons" to fill positions as principals, superintendents, and teachers, posi
tions which were at the time being staffed by out-of-state men. So strongly did 
President Caldwell feel about a men's dormitory that he listed it above a girls' dor
mitory in urgency.25 Despite his poignant arguments, which he repeated in bis 
biennial reports of 1904 and 1906, President Caldwell received no funds for a 
men's dormitory at the State Normal.26 

22Ninth Bie11nial Report of the Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches, la., /902 (New Orle
ans, 1902), 9. Cited hereafter as Normal School Ninth Biennial Report, 1902: Seventeenth Annual 
Circular of Information of the State Normal School of Louisiana, Natchitoches, la., Augus1. /90/. 
Catalogue of Students, /9()()..190/. Alumni, /885-190/. AnouncementsforSession, /901-1902 (New 
Orleans, 1901 ), 34. Cited hereafter as Normal School Seventeenth Annual Circular. 1901. 
23Ibid., 25. 
24renth Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches, la. , /904 (New Orle
ans, 1904), 3. Ci led hercafleras Normal School Tenth Biennial Report, J 904. John Oliver Pettis, "De
vclopmenl of the Louisiana Slate Normal College, 1884-1927" ( M.A. thesis, Louisiana State Univer· 
sity, 1927). 15. 
25Normal School Nifllh Biennial Report, 1902. 9-10, 13. 
26 Eleventh Biennial Report of the State Normal School of Louisiana, J 906 (New Orleans, [ 19061), 
13-14. Cited hereafter as Normal School Elevefllh Biennial Report, 1906. 
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One disappointment did not halt President Caldwell's expansion of the Nor
mal's physical plant. ln 1904 he boldly proclaimed to the General Assembly, "The 
time bas now come for the Normal School to have a building worthy oft he mission 
it is to fill. " 27 Seven of the eight Normal buildings were wooden structures built to 
meet immediate needs rather than long-range goals. The one exception was the old 
brick Convent Building, but its north wall had recently cracked dangerously and 
all the girls bad to be moved to other temporary quarters. President Caldwell felt 
that "the building will have to be ta ken down to avert disaster .... "28 He planned 
to replace it with an imposing permanent brick or stone building worthy of the 
state's only teacher-training institution. He understood only too well bis predeces
sors' inability to erect substantial buildings. 

lt was manifestly impossible to construct a brick or stone building for 
either purpose [dormitory or classroom] with the sum [$10,000] appro
priated. And each administration had to chose between a temporary 
building large enough to meet the demands of the hour, and a small per
manent building that would not afford more than half of the accommoda
tions needed. 

It was the part of wisdom to meet present needs from year to year, and 
defer the permanent housing of the school to such time as the financial 
conditions of the State would permit the erection of a suitable building. 
That this time has now come is evidenced by the liberal appropriations 
made for permanent buildings for all the other State schools. 

And the Normal School, training men and women solely for the service 
of the State, enrolling every year more students than any other state 
school, and through its graduates, reaching more of the homes and chil
dren of Louisiana than all the other schools together, confidently expects 
a suitable permanent building to be provided for it.29 

To build an appropriate permanent administrative-classroom structure, the 
Normal President requested eighty-five thousand dollars, but the General Assem
bly responded with an appropriation of only forty thousand dollars over a three
year period.30 President Caldwell was not willing to wait that long to begin build
ing. By August l 904 be had the Board of Administrators' approval to demolish the 
old brick Convent Building immediately and begin work on the new structure. The 
next day he wrote Favrot & Livaudais Ltd., a New Orleans firm that had earlier 
planned other Normal buildings, to come to Natchitoches for a consulta
tion. 31 At the same time he corresponded with the President of the State Normal 

27 Normal School Tenth Biennial Report, 1904. 5. 
28lbid. , 5-6. 
29tbid., 6. 
30Normal School Eleventh Biennial Report, 1906, 9. 
J I B.C. Caldwell to Favrot &. Livaudais, August 11, 1904, Caldwell Fiapers, University Archives, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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School in Providence, Rhode Island, requesting the blueprints and material speci
fications of his school's administration building which Caldwell had admired a few 
years before on a trip to New England.32 Everything was ready to begin construc
tion, but the legislative appropriation was too small to erect the type of building 
Caldwell envisioned. Therefore, in 1906, he again appealed for state funds, this 
time estimating that the building, eliminating expensive materials and costJy dec
oration, would cost $105,000. 33 He ordered usable brick and other materials from 
the old Convent saved and utilized in the new building to reduce cost still further . 
After two years, in 1906, the central section and north wing of tbe building were 
completed and occupied.34 

Still practicing every economy possible, President Caldwell once again had to 
ask the General Assembly for fifty-four thousand dollars in 1906 to complete the 
bulding. He received only thirty-eight thousand doUars but decided to go ahead 
with the work anyway with the approval of the school's board.35 With the various 
state appropriations, money from the school's budget that couJd be spared, and 
personal Joans made by the president himself, the Normal Building, soon to be des
ignated Caldwell HalJ, was completed in 1908 at the modest cost of $119,000.36 

To pay off the final deficit on the building, the General Assembly appropriated 
$ l 7 ,200 that year. 37 

Caldwell Hall occupied the most commanding position on Normal Hill. The 
structure was 285 feet long and seventy-one feet wide with_ four floors. The exterior 
waJls were brick decorated with white stonework around windows, doors, and at 
corners. The roof was partiaJly flat with numerous end gables as well as corners 
and points of white stonework. The building contained thirty-three classrooms, six 
cloakrooms, six storerooms, an eleven hundred-seat auditorium, a swimming pool 
in the basement and a gymnasium on the fourth floor as weU as some smaller 
rooms. Caldwell Hall also included a central beating plant designed eventually to 

328.C. Caldwell to Principal State Normal School. Providence, Rhode Island, August 11, 1904. ibid. 
33Normal School Eleventh Bitnnial Reporr, 1906. 9. 
34Knowles, "Caldwell," 45; State Normal Catalog, Series 1 II, No. 1, Whole No. 26, September, 1906, 
Register of Swdents. /905-1906. Ailllouncemenrs. 1906-1907 (New Orleans, n.d.), 23. Cited hereaf
ter as Normal School Catalog. September. 1906. 
3.5Twelfth Bie11nial Report of the State Normal School of Louisiana, 1908 (New Orleans, n.d.), 11. 
Cited hereafter as Normal School The/fth Biennial Report, 1908. 
36Knowlcs, "Caldwell," 46; Pettis, "Development of State Normal College," 16. The Rhode Island 
State Normal School Building which served as a model for Caldwell Hall cost $725.000. 
l7"An Act to appropriate the sum of seventeen thousand two hundred dollars ($17,200.00) to pay the 
deficiency in the appropriation for the State Normal Building at Natchitoches for 1906," Acts Passed 
by The General Assembly of the State of Louisiana at The Regular Session Begun and Held in the 
City of Baton Rouge on The Eleventh Day of May. 1908 (Baton Rouge. 1908), 198. 
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supply all buildings on campus.38 Over the entrance to the central section was the 
inscription "State Normal School, 1906" chiseled in the stonework. For years thjs 
building represented the old Normal and the later Unjversity to thousands of grad
uates. 

Caldwell Hall 

In addition to building renovation and contruction, other campus facilities were 
modernized during the Caldwell years. Although water had been pumped from 
springs two miles from campus beginning in 1897, the president was very con
cerned with the lack of an adequate pure water supply for the school's needs. The 
school's cisterns, still the major source of water, were inadequate, especially in the 
summer and fall months. Besides ordinary inconveniences to campus residents, the 
meager water supply posed a fire danger. Therefore, President Caldwell asked for 
funding to construct an artesian well with suitable pump, engine, and reservoir to 
supplement the water supply.39 As usual the legislature did not appropriate the 
funds immediately, but by 1900 a well, after many setbacks, was drilled to a depth 
of 726 feet and began providing abundant water. Unfortunately the water was too 
salty for drinking, but usable in bathing, sewage disposal, and fire tanks.40 Finally, 
the Normal School connected with the City of Natchitoches waterworks in the 
summer of 1901. Even then, President Caldwell continued to extoll the immense 
supply of salt water as "equal to sea water for bathing purposes."41 

38George A. Stokes, "National Register of Historic Places inventory-Nomination Form for Normal 
Hill Site," April 4, 1979, in po5SCSSion of the author; Knowles, "Caldwell," 46. Tragically, Caldwell 
Hall burned to the ground on October 18, 1982. Because of its sentimental value to thousands ofNonh
western State Universit_y'~ graduates through_ the years, President Joseph J. Orze bas expressed the 
hope of eventually rebuilding the structure usmg some of the original bricks and the same design. 
398.C. Caldwell to Dr. N. Himel, August 15, 1904, Caldwell Papers, University Archives, A.D., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U; Normal S(hool Seventh Biennial Report. 1898, 11-12. 
:~Normal School Eighth Biennial Report. 1900, 8. 

Shreveport Times. April 9, 1901; Normal School Sevemeenth Annual Circular. 1901. 35. 
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Besides a steady water supply, the State Normal desperately needed an ade
quate sewage disposal system. When the Normal was small, outdoor closets, 
although inconvenient, served the school. By t 898 President Caldwell considered 
Lhe Normal's sewage disposal "insufficient and unsafe" and asked for $1,350 for 
laying sewer pipes. Receiving no positive response, in 1902 be described the Nor
mal as "almost a town by itself, having a population of over seven b11ndred people" 
and called the sewage problem "serious." Although some indoor plumbing bad 
been installed in new buildings, the outdoor closets still in use were, of necessity, 
some distance from the buildings causing students hardships in bad weather. 
Additionally they were expensive to maintain, costing about sixty dollars a month 
to disinfect the facilities every night. The president estimated that a 2,950-foot 
sewer line carrying waste to Cane River and "sanitary water closets" would cost 
forty-four hundred dollars.42 ln 1908 he repeated his funding request for a sewer 
system to make the indoor toilets of Caldwell Hall effective and provide similar 
facilities for other buildings.43 No adequate sewage disposal system was provided 
the Normal until after President Caldwell left the school.44 

The beating and lighting systems of the Normal also required modernization 
during Caldwell's tenure. Heating was generally provided by fireplaces and wood 
burning stoves. "With the large group of wooden buildings, containing 145 stoves 
and 27 open fireplaces, the f1re risk is liltle less than appalling," declared President 
Caldwell in 1904 when he was seeking a six thousand dollar appropriation for a 
steam heating plant.45 Four years later Caldwell Hall's central heating plant was 
providing steam heat to two buildings and the president wanted to extend its 
capacity and install radiators in other Normal buildings at a cost of seventy-five 
hundred dollars:«; However, the improved steam beating plant was not realized 
during President Caldwell's tenure,41 and an adequate electric lighting system was 
still several years in the future, although President Caldwell introduced a few elec
tric lights to replace oil lamps on the campus.48 

While expanding and improving tile Normal's physical plant, President Cald
well significantly altered the school's curriculum by introducing an elective plan 
and new courses. In l 90 I the new elective system was inaugurated. A student 
earned one credit for a term's (four months) satisfactory work in a subject and 

42Normal School Seventh Biennial Report. 1898, 12; Normal School Ninth Biennial Report, 1902. 
10-11. 
43Normal School Twelfth Biennial Report. /908, 11. 
44[Catalogue] Session /908-/909, Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches, Lo. October Jst 
1908- May J 2, 1909 (Baton Rouge, 1908), I 0. Cited hereafter as Normal School Catalogue, Session 
I 908-1909; Shreveport Times. September 7, 1908. September 23, 1908. 
45Normal School Tenth Biennial Report, /904. 8. 
46Normal School Twelfth Biennial Report. J 908. 11. 
41 Normal Sd,ool Catalogue. Session /908-1909. I 0; Shreveport Times, September 7, 1908, Septem
ber 23, 1908. 
48Knowles. "Caldwell," 49. 

55 



Northwestern State University 

capa_b_le students usua~Jy garnered five credits a term or ten a year. For subjects 
entailing only two pe~mds a ~eek, such as singing, drawing, biology laboratory, 
a.nd others, a half credit was gwen. A total of forty credits was required for gradua
tion .. Before 1 ?Ol every student was forced to take all the courses prescribed in lhe 
c.um_culum with no exceptions or substitutes allowed. After the curriculum modi
f1cat1~n. a student was required to take only twenty-eight prescribed courses while 
sele~un~ the other twelve "to meet his individual needs or to qualify him for the 
special hne of teaching he may expect to undertake."49 The number of credits in 
com~uls_ory courses were: six in English, mathematics, and professional subjects; 
t~o m ht~tory, nat~r~I science, drawing, singing, and Latin. The optional or elec
tive ~redtts .wer~: s.,x m Fre~ch, Spanish, and natural science and laboratory work; 
four m Lau~, ":oltn, an~ piano; two in English, mathematics, drawing and water 
col?r: and sing.mg; on~ tn labo~atory ps~chology and sociology; and six in special 
tram,ng_ for pnmary, mtermed,ate, or high school teaching to be taken only after 
~raduat1_on and occupying a student's entire term. A student could choose his elec
tive subJects only with the approval of the president. No elective course could 
~eplace a requi.red one and a student could take more, but not less. than forty cred
its for gr~duat~on. Students with a first grade teacher's certificate and graduates 
o~ accred1ted high schools upon entering the Normal received twenty credits, those 
with a s~ond _grade teacher's certificate ten credits, and graduates of Louisiana 
State Un1versny. Tulane, or other similar institutions thirty credits. 50 Thus some 
students were able .to finish the Normal course in as little as one year (two four
mont ~ terms). President Caldwell was pleased with the elective pJa n stating, "This 
has yielded good results and ... will be extended still further as experience with 
the present course may indicate. " 51 

Wit~in a few years President Caldwell began expanding the Normal's offerings 
by a~dtng such c~urses as gymnastics, reading and public speaking, writing and 
spe.11,_ng, and agncultural and manual training.52 The agricultural and manual 
trarnm~ courses he felt were most progressive since "The most important trend of 
educational devel~pmen~ ~t t.!1is time is in the direction of making the public 
schools more practical, gJVJng tt a closer connection with the home life of the chil
dren. Gard~ning. agriculture, ~a~ure study and various forms of hand-training, 
are the subJects most used to this 1mportant end."53 Physical activity on the cam-

49 Biennial Report of State Superintendent of Public Education. J 900-J 90 J, 234; Normal School Sev
~8'eent h An11ual Circular, 1901. 7; Shre~eport Times, July 29, 1901. 

Normal School Seventeenth A11nual Circular. 1901, 7-8. The course offerings expanded throughout 
the Caldwell years especially in elective subjects. ;! Biennial Report of Stale Superintendent of Public Education. / 900-1901, 234. 

State Normal School. Summer Term, 1904 (n.p., [1904)), n.p. Cited hereafter as Normal School 
Summer Term, 1904; State Normal School. Summer Term, 1905 (New Orleans, {1905)), n.p. Cited 
~freaf1er as Normal School Summer Term, 1905. 

Sta~e Normal School Circular. Series m. N. 3, Whole No .• ]8, April, /908 (New Orleans, 1908), 
n.p. Cited here-after as Normal Schoof Circular, April, 1908. 

56 

A Matter of Importance 

pus was also emphasized. In 1896 President Caldwell directed the students' atten
tion to the Normal's ''excellent" football field, baseball grounds, two basketball 
courts, two tennis courts, and numerous shaded walks. Again in 1903 he described 
the outdoor "exercise grounds" adding fisbing and boating in Chaplin's Lake to 
the list of activities.54 By 1905 every student was required to engage in two hours 
of physical activity a week for two terms.55 That year recreational facilities were 
enlarged further with the addition of an outdoor swimming pool utilizing the salt 
water from the artesian well56 and again in 1908 with the indoor pool in Caldwell 
Hall. Not only were undergraduate offerings expanded, but a new graduate course 
was announced in the 1906 catalog. The fifth year, beginning in 1907, consisted 
of advanced work for high school instructors, principals, and superintendents.57 

Undoubtedly the most noteworthy change in the organization of the Normal 
School under President Caldwell was the introduction of a summer term. ln his 
third annual report of 1898-1899, the president sugggested that the Normal go 
into a twelve-month operation; however, it was not until 1900 that he listed the 
benefits of a summer term. Among those mentioned were: (l) the use of the vast 
one hundred thousand dollar Normalcomplex for the entire year equaling an addi
tional state investment of fifty thousand dollars, (2) the opportunity for in-service 
teachers to up-date or complete their training thereby not losing their positions to 
better-trained teachers, (3) the opportunity for regular students to complete lhe 
Normal course in three instead of four years, ( 4) the inexpensiveness of a sum.mer 
term, and (5) an increase in the supply of teachers to fill the annual demand in 
Louisiana.58 

In 1902 the General Assembly approved the twelve-month operation for the 
Normal and the school year was then divided into three terms of four months each 
with the first summer term beginning June 1 and ending September 18, 1903. The 
course of study, credits, and faculty were the same as for tbe fall and spring term. 

54Louisiana Srate Normal School, Natchitoches, Lo. Catalogue. 1896-/897. Announcem1mt, 1897-
1898 (Lake Charles, [1897)), 64; Louisiana StaJe Normal School, Natchitoches, Summer Term, 
June 1st-September 18th 1903 (n.p., f 19031), n.p. Cited hereafter as Normal School Summer Term, 
1903. 
55Eva Lee Moss Martin, "A H1story of the Women's Physical Education Program al Northwestern 
State Univer.;ity from 1885 to 1940, and the Contributions of Mrs. Thelma Zelenka Kyser to Physical 
Education" (M.A. thesis, Nonhwestern State University, 1970), 13-14. 
56Knowles, "Caldwell," 48-49. This was the first swimming pool on the campus of a Louisiana school. 
51 Normal School Catalog. September. 1906, 24. Whether this course was actually instituted is 
unclear, since in 1908 Caldwell was again requesting it. Biennial Report of State S11perintendent of 
Public Educarion. /906-1907 (Baton Rouge, 1908), 121. Additionally President Caldwell instituted 
"cadets hips" for outstanding students. A "cadets hip" entailed four months post-graduate training in 
charge of one of the rooms oflhe Model School. It was an honor to be selected a "cadet" teacher and, 
since it carried a stipend of twenty dollars a month, the "cadetship" resembled a present day assistant
ship. B.C. Caldwell to Supt. John Marks, September 16, 1903, Caldwell Papers, University Archives, 
t\.D .• E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
S8 Bienmal Report of the State Superintende/11 of Public Education To The General Assembly, 1896-
97 (Baton Rouge, 1898), 117; Normal School Eighrh Biennial Repon. I 900. 11 -12. 
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Interestingly, President CaldweJI felt it.necessary to state in the first summer term 
catalog that "The summer term is not a holiday school, not an assembly for recre
ation, with incidental training; but it will have many of the attractions offered by 
summer resorts and none of the distractions."59 Still, special activities were 
planned for the summer term including lectures, musical entertainments, nature 
trips, and visits to historical places.60 If that were not enough to entice students to 
attend, the 1904 Normal added special courses such as nature study, taxidermy, 
photography, Bible studies, and an educational trip. There was no charge for spe
cial courses, but they also carried no credit toward graduation. The trip arranged 
for the summer of 1904 was to the St. Louis World Fair. A group of 201 Norma
lites, properly chaperoned by the matron and faculty members, made the ten-day 
trip at a cost of thirty-four dollars per person. They traveled on a special train 
which took them from the Normal grounds directly to St. Louis without a change 
of trains.61 The special courses became a permanent feature of the Normal sum
mer term but the educational trips did not. In l 905 a trip was planned to attend 
the National Educational Association's meeting in Asbury Park, New Jersey, with 
side trips to Washington, Philadelphia, New York, and Niagara Falls, but in 1906 
a trip to San Francisco was cancelled.62 The summer term was an immediate suc
cess with average attendance of more than four hundred students and with thirty
six graduates during the summer terms of President Caldwell's tenure.63 

With everything apparently running smoothly at the Normal, President Cald
well was suddenly asked to resign in June 1908 by the newly elected governor, 
Jared Y. Sanders. Months later be recalled the events of that fateful day: 

About the 15th of June Governor Sanders telegraphed me from New 
Orleans to meet him in Baton Rouge. Next morning I met him in his office 
in the capitol, and he informed me that he intended to reorganize the Nor-

59 Normal Schoof Summer Term, J 903. n.p.; "An Act Making appropriations to defray the ordinary 
expenses of the government; to pay the interest on the public debt, and to support public schools and 
public charities in the State of Louisiana; to build and repair public levees, and 10 maintain the State 
penitentiary for the yeac commencing July I st, 1902 and endingJune30th, l 903, and for the year com· 
mencing July 1st, 1903 and ending June 30th, 1904. Acts Passed by The General Assembly of the Stale 
of Louisiana At The Regular Session Begun attd Held in the City of Baton Rouge on the Twelfth Day 
</£ May, 1902 (Baton Rouge, 1902), 127. 

Normal School Summer Term, /903, n.p. 
6! Normal School Summer Term, 1904, n.p.: Normal Sthoof Summer Term. J 905, n.p.: The Shreve
port Times. June 30, 1904. The special oourses varied somewhat from summer to summer. In 1905 an 
eight-week review course for teachers, who also bad to be enrolled in lhe regular Normal summer term, 
was added to help prepare them for the parishcenificateexamination in August. State Normal Schoof. 
Summer Term, 1906 (New Orleans, [1906], n.p. Cited hereafter as Normal School Summer Term. 
1906. 
62Normaf Schoof Summer Term. 1905, n.p.; Normal School Summer Term, /906. n.p. 
63Normal School Circular. April, 1908, o.p. President Caldwell called the summer term an "experi· 
ment" since. as far as he knew, it bad never been tried in any Southern school, and only once in the 
North at the State Normal School at Winoa, Minnesota. Normal School Tenth Bie1111iaf Repor1, 1904. 
4. 
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mal School Board, and that I would not be reappointed. 
I had voted against him in the race for governor and 1 accepted my dis

missal without demur. 
He asked me when my term would expire and on my replying Au

gust I he told me I might [go] or continue to the end of the summer term, 
September 18th. I decided to get out August lst.64 

For nearly two weeks no news of the president's dismissal reached the public. 
But then the New Orleans States leaked a rumor of bis ouster which theNatchit<>
ches Times republished on June 26, 1908. The article indicated that Caldwell was 
removed for not supporting Sanders in his election bid, and in a gross understate
ment, concluded, "The news will create something of a sensation in educational 
circles. "65 Already whispers of the impending removal of the Normal School presi
dent abounded on the streets of Natchitoches. Unable to ascertain anything defi
nite, some citizens went to President Caldwell himself to learn the truth. He admit
ted to them that the governor had sent for him to request his resignation. Outraged, 
a meeting of citizens decided to send a delegation to Baton Rouge to ask Governor 
Sanders to rescind his decision. Speculation was rife among the local citizens as to 
the governor's reasons for removing a highly successful and popular educational 
leader. Anti-Sanders people felt it was crass partisan politics while the governor's 
friends believed be must have good, although unknown, reasons for his action. Oth
ers thought that Caldwell had acted unwisely in openly sympathizing with the gov
ernor's opponent in the last election; still others believed that complaints concern
ing Caldwell's administration had reached the governor. Meanwhile, the 
committee of citizens met with no success in persuading Governor Sanders to 
retain President Caldweli.66 

As long as the governor remained silent, public sentiment developed in favor of 
Mr. Caldwell. The teachers attending the Normal summer schools at Gibsland, 
Marthaville, and Lake Charles unanimously passed resolutions supporting the 
Normal president while the press throughout the state favored him and praised his 
work at the Normal.67 Ironically, even the Board of Administrators, with Gover
nor Sanders presiding, adopted resolutions recognizing President Caldwell's 
excellent leadership of the Normal School. 

Wbereas Dr. B.C. Caldwell is about to retire from the presidency of the 
Louisiana State Normal School and, 

64The Natchitoches Enterprise, November 26, 1908. The Natchitoches Enterprise was pro-Caldwell. 
The newspaper prefaced its publication of President Caldwell's reply to Governor Sanders' charges 
with this statement "Next lo the completeness of the proof by which Mr. Caldwell's sta temenlS a re sus· 
tained, the other most notable feature of the paper is the calm dignity, perfect courtesy and rare frank· 
ness which characterize it." 
6SThe Natchitoches Times, June 26, 1908. 
66Jbid., June 26, 1908; July 3, 1908. 
67 Ibid., July 3, 1908. 
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Whereas he has filled that position for the past twelve years with signal 
ability and to the great advantage and success of this institution and to the 
betterment and advancement of the educational interests of the State 
therefore be it resolved by the Board of Adminstrators in session this Jul; 
28th, 1908, 

That this Board for itself and on behalf of the people of the State now 
tenders to Dr. Caldwell this expression of its appreciation of his valuable 
and untiring services to the school and to the educational interests of the 
State and that these resolutions be spread on the minutes of the Board and 
that a copy be handed to Dr. Caldwell by the Secretary.68 

A few days later on August 3, the town bade farewell to its popular Normal pres
ident at an overflowing reception in the Opera House. Presided over by Judge C. V. 
Porter, Dr. Z.T. Gallion, and D.C. Scarborough, all staunch supporters and close 
friends of the retiring president, the night was filled with the praises of Mr. Cald
well as an exemplary neighbor, businessman, citizen, community leader, and, of 
course, educator. As a going-away memento the town presented him a watch with 
the inscription: "To B.C. Caldwell from the Citizens of Natchitoches in token of 
their sincere appreciation of him as a man and an educator." The departing presi
dent responded with an emotion-filled talk of ''sweet sadness."" ... the meeting 
was truly a love feast the memory of which will no doubt live in the hearts of our
selves and Mr. Caldwell for many a day. "69 The cx.-president carried oo biLterm:ss 
and, as he wrote one of his former pupils" ... you may be sure I sbalJ carry with 
mea happy remembrance and deep interest in you and the others I have known and 
loved as my pupilshere."70 B.C. Caldwell returned to his borne in Kentucky where 
he planned to relax before seeking another position.71 

Suddenly in November 1908 Governor Sanders, because of continuing criticism 
of his action, brokesilenceon the Caldwell dismissal. lo a release to the state press, 
the governor proclaimed: "I have found that the finances at the state normal 
school, under President Caldwell, were in a most deplorable condition. My investi
gations have revealed the fact that there is not a voucher of any kind or description 
in existence to show bow the state's money has been spent. From the books of Mr. 
Caldwell we have been unable to determine bow much the normal school owed. It 
is criminal negligence, because not a dollar of the stale's money can be traced." 
The governor also charged that the ex-president had kept his own herd of swine 
and cattle on the Normal grounds, fed them from the products of the state farm, 

68Minute.c;, Board of Administrators, State Normal School of Louisiana (typewritten), 83, University 
Archives, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State Univenity, 
Natchitoches, Louisiana. Cited hereafter as A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
69The Natchitoches Times. August 7, 1908. 
70B.C. Caldwell to Bertha Haupt, July 8. 1908, Caldwell Papers, University Archives, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
71 The Natchitoches Enterprise. November 26, 1908. 
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and then sold the resulting dairy products to the Normal Club as "a personal enter
prise." He concluded: "I was in possession of sufficient facts to warrant me in my 
conclusion that conditions at the state Normal were in bad shape when I removed 
Mr. Caldwell. Subsequent investigations have more than borne out that belief." 
The investigation alluded lo by Governor Sanders was one he had ordered conduct
ed by the State Bank Examiner, W.L. Young. Mr. Young reported that the books 
of the club, in fact of the entire institution, were so poorly kept that it was impossi
ble todetermineaccurately thefinanciaJ condition of the school. He estimated that 
the Normal's deficit in building CaldwelJ Hall was nearly ten thousand dollars 
over the$ I 7 ,200 figure appropriated by the General Assembly in 1908 to clear the 
school's building debt. Additionally, the school had borrowed $15,844. 7 4 from the 
Normal Club, making a total debt of more than twenty-five thousand dollars.72 

A "fresh sensation" again swept the state after the governor's public statements. 
B.C. Caldwell, relaxing in Kentucky, was not officially informed of the charges 
against him, but his friends sent him copies of state newspapers carrying the gover
nor's interview. He immediately returned to Natchitoches to prepare a refutation 
of the published charges. In his defense, Mr. Caldwell explained that "never a dol
lar of the school's money passes lhrough the hands of the president" but rather it 
was handled by the school's treasurer whose books were audited by the Board of 
Administrators and published periodically. The club's money, on the other hand, 
was administered by the school's president. After this general explanation, he 
answered the specific charges leveled by Governor Sanders against his administra
tion. Concerning the debt, he explained that it had resulted from the completion 
of the new Normal Building (Caldwell Hall). 

The creation of the deficit was not 'criminal negligence.' le was a deliber
ate plan, approved by the State Superintendent of Education, the Gover
nor, the Building Committee and the Board of Administrators, and recog
nized by the General Assembly in the appropriation made for it. 

It gave to Louisiana. at the moment of her urgent need, adequate facili· 
ties for supplying trained teachers to the public schools; and it gave to the 
State, certainly two years earlier and possibly many years earlier, the 
largest, handsomest, and best Normal School building in the Southern 
States.73 

Taking up the charges that he had kept swine and cows on the Normal grounds 
and made money from selling the resulting dairy products to the school, Mr. Cald
well admitted the existence of the herds, but he explained that the animals were 

72The Shreveport Times. November I 3, 1908. Several weeks earlier The Natchitoches Times pub
lished a rumor that Governor Sanders would "throw an 'honorable bomb' under Prof. B.C. Caldwell 
that will silence the protc.'lts of that gentleman's friends over his removal as President of the Natchito
ches Normal School.·• The Natchitoches Times, October 23, I 908. 
73The Natchitoches Enterprise. November 26, 1908. 
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fed only grass cleared from the school's lawns and ditches, and that it was not .. a 
private business conducted for profit." He acknowledged that beginning in 1897-
98 after the outbreak of typhoid fever in the club which was traced to infected milk 
and continuing for nine or ten years his herd roamed the campus. However, he 
claimed he received no profit from the sale of milk and butter to the club until the 
school went to a twelve-month operation in 1903, and even then "This was no 'per
sonal enterprise.' It was a life and death matter to the hundreds of girls put in my 
care by the peopJe of Louisiana." In regard to the governor's charge of a lack of 
financial records at the Normal, Mr. Caldwell pointed out, in opposition to the 
Sanders' claims, that Bank Examiner Young found the books and supporting doc
uments in proper condition through May 13, 1908, when they were last examined 
by the Finance Committee of the Board of Administrators. The ex-president dis
puted the ten thousand dollar deficit on the new building found by Mr. Young 
although he did admit a $2,207 .04 deficiency exclaiming " ... to keep within two 
thousand dollars of the estimates is a feat accomplished in no other public building 
in Louisiana of similar character and cost within my knowledge." Finally, be 
acknowledged that the club's books were kept in an unprofessional manner but 
claimed that they were in order and substantiated by vouchers and canceUed 
checks. In conclusion, Mr. Caldwell asked the businessmen of the state to judge 
whether a school with ''a cash balance of $19, 119.32" and club with "a surplus of 
$18,117.24" exemplified "a most deplorable condition of the finances of the 
school." Likewise, he called upon the parents of two thousand Normal School girls 
to determine "if conditions at the State Normal School were in bad shape ... '' 
when in his twelve years there was never "an accident, never a burglary, a fire or 
a panic, never an epidemic, never a strike or rebellion against authority, never a 
girl expelled, never a runaway, elopement, or scandal."74 Every newspaper carry
ing Mr. Caldwell's reply was eagerly bought up in Natchitocbes.75 

With so many people reading Mr. Caldwell's impressive reply, Governor Sand
ers felt that once again he had to substantiate his charges against the popular ex
president. Denying that politics had anything to do with his decision to let Caldwell 
go, the governor requested the Normal School's Board of Administrators, which 
be had reorganized at the time of Caldwell's dismissal. to attend a special meeting 
November 30 in Natchitoches to investigate the facts of both Mr. Young's report 
and Mr. Caldwell's reply to it. "Mr. Caldwell's statements are correct or incor
rect," declared Governor Sanders. "If correct, then Mr. Young has blundered seri
ously." He vowed to "use every power in my command at this meeting to see that 
no injustice isdoneanyoneandsee that no one is shielded from merited public criti
cism, no matter what his previous standing and character may have been." The 
governor insisted that he acted "for the best interests of all the people of the stale" 

74Jbid. 
15The Shrevepon Times. November 28, 1908. 
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when he requested the Normal president's resignation. To insure a fair bearing 
before tbe board, Governor Sanders ordered the State Bank Examiner and State 
Traveling Auditor to be present. He also invited Mr. Caldwell to attend and partic
ipate and he readily accepted.76 Senator T.C. Barret, a former board member and 
supporter of Caldwell, and James B. Aswell, also a former board member and 
Caldwell's replacement as president, likewise decided to al tend to aid in the inves
tigation.77 Since the meeting was public, the state press was also well repre
sented.78 

Unfortunately for B.C. Caldwell, the Board of Administrators, after hearing all 
parties concerned, upheld the charges of Governor Sanders. With the governor 
presiding, the board examined Mr. Young's report, Mr. Caldwell's reply, and Gov
ernor Sanders' interview with the Shreveport Times. They also heard Mr. Young 
testify and defend his report, Mr. Caldwell make a statement and answer ques
tions, and Senator Barrel and Judge Porter address the meeting. After all testimo
ny was heard, Governor Sanders appointed a three-man committee of board mem
bers consisting of Frank Bernstein, T.H. Harris, and G.W. Jack to conduct a 
forther inquiry and report back to the board as soon as possible. The governor 
invited Messrs. Caldwell, Barret, and Porter to accompany the investigative com
mjtlee in its inquiry and put Bank Examiner Young and Auditor Archie Smith at 
the committee's disposal. On December l, 1908, the investigative committee sub
mitted its report which concluded ( l) that the debt of the Normal School was 
$25,021.82, (2) that the club did not have sufficient money to pay its current bills 
and that it had "loaned" the school $17,729.94 during the Caldwell years, (3) that 
the books of the school and club were not properly kept and preserved, ( 4) that 
President Caldwell borrowed twenty-five hundred dollars from the club in 1905 to 
purchase a plantation which he repaid partly in cash and the remainder, eleven 
hundred dollars, at the end of his administration by charging it off as payment for 
dairy products, (5) that President Caldwell made a loan of club funds amounting 
to $2,637 .08 to the Crystal Ice Company of which he was president and which was 
repaid, (6) that President Caldwell bought stock in the Crystal Ice Company with 
club funds, and (7) that the club's dormitories were badly in need of repair and new 
furnishings. The committee concluded its report by requesting that Governor 
Sanders assemble the State Board of Liquidation to find a means of paying off the 
$25,021.82currentdebt oftheSta1e Normal School.79 As theNatchitochesTimes 

76lbid. 
77Jbid., November 29, 1908. 
78Minutes of Board of Administrators, 91, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
79 tbid., 84-91 ; The Shreveport Times, December 1, 1908, December 2, 1908. All members of lhe 
Board of Administrators were present except A.J. Lafargue of Avoyelles. They were Governor Sand
ers. State Superintendem T.H. Harris. President Aswell of the Normal School, Henry Bernstein of 
Ouachita. S . Farnbacher of Baton Rouge, G. W. Jack of Shreveport, Dr. L. Fourgeaud of SL Martin, 
and Dr. Z.T. Gallion of Natchitoches. 
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stated, ''The Committee report was extremely unfavorable to Dr. Caldwell" and 
"it was apparent that the Governor's charges of negligence and irregularities 
would be bard to overcome. n80 

After the board meeting of December 1, Governor Sanders left for Shreveport 
while Bank Examiner Young and State Auditor Smith remained in Natchitoches 
to continue their investigation of the Normal books. Once again they made a star
tling discovery-that on September 29, 1904, President Caldwell had charged the 
Normal club twice for $1,039.50 worth of milk. At the time the former president's 
bank account was overdrawn and be was in debt. The two fiscal agents, accompa
nied by State Superintendent Harris, informed Mr. Caldwell of the double charge 
whereupon he immediately admitted the error and offered to make restitution with 
interest. Governor Sanders was called back to Natchitoches where be convened a 
quorum of the Board of Administrators which agreed to accept Mr. Caldwell's 
repayment.81 Three days later the State Board of Liqwdation, meeting in Baton 
Rouge, authorized Governor Sanders to borrow thirty-eight thousand dollars of 
which twenty-five thousand dollars was to clear the debt of the Normal School. 82 

State newspapers continued to publish articles on the "CaldweJl Affair" through
out December. Some speculated that the Natchitoches Grand Jury might indict 
ex-President Caldwell. However, on December 11 the grand jury ended its session 
with no reference to the "Caldwell Affair. "83 Lo January 1909 State Bank Exam
iner Young aud State Auditor Smith completed their investigation and submitted 
their final report to the governor. It repeated the earlier charges, and included a 
few new ones, against Mr. Caldwell.84 Finally, with this report, the unfortunate 
affair was ended. 

As regrettable as the "Caldwell affair" was and as damaging as it may have 
been to the ex-president's personal reputation, the Normal School suffered no last
ing damage from the scandal. In fact, President CaldwetJ's improvements and 
expansion of the school's plant provided a foundation for continued growth in the 
twentieth century. His innovative ideas, such as the elective system and summer 
school term, became permanent features of the Normars operation. And, after all, 
President Caldwell's "unusual" fiscal practices had been approved periodically by 
the Board of Administrators and its various committees. Although Caldwell's 
actions, especially his profiting from bis position, cannot be condoned, the "negli
gence" in the Normal operation rested as much with the state's fiscal system, or 
lack of one, as with any individual. Even Governor Sanders admitted as much 

80Thl' Natchitoches Times. December 4, 1908. 
SI Ibid.: The Shreveport Times. December 3, 1908: December 5, 1908. 
82The Shreveporc Times. December 6, 1908. 
83Jbid., December 6, 1908, December 12, 1908: The Natchitoches Times, December 18, 1908, Decem
ber 11, 1908. 
84 The Shreveport Times. January 17, 1909. 
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when he ordered an examination of all state boards and institutions and requested 
additional personnel to carry out the project.85 

While tbe "Caldwell Affair" was being aired throughout the state, the Louisi
ana State Normal School fortunately had a new president at its helm who was qui
etly restoring tranquility, dignity, and fiscal order to the school's operation. On 
July 28, 1908, the Board of Administrators elected James Benjamin Aswetl presi
dent of the State Normal School for a four-year term beginning August I, I 908. 
His salary was four thousand dollars annually with the fringe benefits of residence 
in the president's home, paid utilities, and free food from the Normal farm.86 Serv
ing only three years before resigning his position in 1911 to campaign for governor, 
J.B. Aswell overcame local pro-Caldwell opposition to his presidency while contin
uing the expansion of the school and upgrading its academic standards. A man of 
great reknown in Lowsiana educational circles, he used his vast array of talents to 
better teacher training at the Normal School. 

James Benjamin As well was born December 23, 1869, on a rural, hill farm near 
Arcadia in Jackson Parish to Benjamin and Elizabeth (Lyles) Aswell. Performing 
farm chores all day, the AsweU children gathered at night around their mother 
who taught them. Later James attended a rural school at Longstraw and in 1886 
entered Arcadia Male and Female College for secondary schooling. After a year 
the college closed and Aswell began his teaching career at Flat CreekSchool, near 
Eros, in Jackson Parish. There the school term was three months and young 
Aswell's salary lbirtydollars a month. Because of his outstanding work he received 
a two-year scholarship to Peabody Normal in Nashville, Tennessee, where he 
earned the Licentiate of Instruction diploma and io 1893 the B.A, degree. In 1897 
he enrolled briefly in the University of Chicago but failed to finish the course of 
study. He received no more formal education after 1897 but was recognized with 
an honorary M.A. degree from Peabody Normal in 1900 and an honorary LL.D. 
from the University of Arkansas in 1908.87 

Armed with his newly received B.A. degree, James 8. AsweU returned to teach
ing in Louisiana in 1893. For the next four years he served as teacher and principal 

851bid., December 5, 1908,Deccmber 6, 1908. Unwilling to retire. in 1908 B.C. Cu Id well became Field 
Director for the Jeanes Fund dedicated to the upgrading of rural Negro education in LheSouth. In 1911 
he accepted a similar pooition with the Slater Fund serving in a dual capacity until his retirement July 
I, 1931 . During this time he frequently visited friends in Natchitoches. He died January 2, 1946, at age 
ninety. Knowles, "Caldwell,'' J00-10. 
86Minutcs of Board of Administrators, 82-83, University Archives, A.O .• E.P.W.M.L •• N.S.U. 
81 Monnie T. Cheves, "The Educational and Political Career of James Benjamin As well" (M.A. thesis. 
Louisiana State University, 1937), 3-6. Cited hereafter as Cheves, ''EducationaJ and Political Career 
of Aswell;" Sandra Kate Stringer, "James Benjamin Aswell: Louisiana Educator and Politician" 
(M.A. thesis, Louisiana State University, 1970), 1-3. Cited hereafter as" As well: Educator and Politi· 
cian;" Rodney Cline, Pioneer Leaders and Early fnstitutions in Louisiana Education (Baton Rouge. 
1969), 9. Cited hereafter as Cline,Pioneer Leaders and Early lnstic"tioris;"James Benjamin Aswell," 
Biographical Dictionary of American Educators. I, ed. John F. Okles (Westport, Connect1cu1, 1978). 
54. 
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al Indian Village and Calhoun schools in Ouachita Parish. In addition to being an 
outstanding teacher, he gained a reputation as an eloquent public speaker promot
ing the cause of public education in Louisiana. Again his ability was rewarded by 
his appointment as State lnstitute Conductor in 1897. For three years he super
vised teachers' institutes throughout Louisiana, gaining first-hand knowledge of 
the conditions and needs of Louisiana's schools and teachers. lo 1900 he left 
Natchitoches and the position of State Institute Conductor to become president of 
the Louisiana Industrial Institute. During this four-year administration, Presi
dent Aswell struggled to improve scholarship standards and put the infant Ruston 
school on a firm academic foundation. Very well known and admired in education
al groups by this time, be was nominated for State Superintendent of Public Edu
cation on Newton Blanchard's ticket in 1904. As state superintendent, James B. 
Aswell worked diligently and with marked success to improve public education in 
Louisiana. Among his achievements were the solidification of public opinion for 
tax supported schools, erection of hundreds of school buildings, early consolidation 
of small country schools, beginning a high school system, and increased school rev
enues especially from local sources. 88 He bad just been re-elected state su perinten
dent when Governor Jared Y. Sanders asked him to become president of the State 
Normal School to replace B.C. Caldwell who had been dismissed. T.H. Harris 
then became State Superintendent of Public Education. Later, Harris recalled the 
meeting between himself, Governor Sanders, and Superintendent Aswell: 

Superintendent Aswell and I met Governor Sanders in the real estate 
office of Mr. Danzier one morning in August, 1908. l knew the Governor 
by sight, and I had probably been pointed out to him. I don't recall that 
I had ever met him. He came into the real estate office a few minutes later, 
and the following is substantially the conversation between us: "Hello 
Tom. Well, Jim has decided that he is tired of parading around the State. 
He wants to go to the Normal School, and he thinks maybe you'll make 
a fairly good Superintendent of Education. So I shall appoint you." I 
replied, " I think you had better not do that. I know little of politics but I 
understand that politicians reward their political friends. I've never voted 
for you. When you ran for lieutenant governor, I voted for your opponent; 
and when you ran [for] governor, I voted against you. T think you should 
select a teacher who voted for you and appoint him." His answer was, "I 
am not concerned about past votes: I am looking for future votes." 1 
accepted the appointment, and I never failed to vote for him when he later 
ran for office.89 

88Cheves, "Educational and Political Career of Aswell," 6-7, 31; Cline, Pioneer Leaders and Early 
Institutions, 10-15; Stringer, "Aswell: Educator and Politician," 3-23. 
89T .H. Harris, The MemoirsofT.H. Harris. StareSuperinterulent of Public Education in Louisiana, 
1908-1940 (Baton Rouge, 1963). 112-13. 
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Succeeding the popular B.C. Caldwell as president of the State Normal School, 
James B. Aswell encountered considerable resentment from the townspeople and 
faculty who mourned the loss of their beloved leader. A thirty-nine year-old educa
tor with boundless energy and determination to improve the Normal, President 
Aswell within months won the confidence of the Natchitoches community. How
ever, with the Normal School faculty he adopted a stern attitude. Realizing that 
the Normal could not reach its goal of providing the State with the best-trained 
teachers unless the faculty cooperated with him in his endeavors, President Aswell 
determined to rid the school's faculty of misfits, incompetents, and malcontents. 
Within a year rumors circulated in Natchitoches of a "rather violent shake-up" in 
the Normal schoolteaching corps. All but seven of the twenty-eight teachers who 
were serving the institution when President Aswell assumed office in 1908 were 
replaced by 191 l. During the same years the faculty increased to fifty teachers.90 

90Stringer, "Aswell: Educator and Politician," 26, 28-29; Cheves, "Educational and Political Career 
of A swell," 33-34; The Natchitoches Times, May 7. 1909. 

T .H. Harris - Courtesy of Louisiana Department of Education 
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Although local opposition caused President Aswell some uneasiness, he was 
much more concerned with the school's temporary, and thus deteriorating, physi
cal plant. During his first year, President Aswell accomplished little more than a 
patchwork of temporary repairs, renovations, and improvements at the Normal. 
Buildings were painted, dormitories equipped with new furnjture, and fences 
repaired and whitewashed. The sewer system was completed, an additional electri· 
cal generator utilized, indoor plumbing installed, and steam heat extended to the 
dormitories. The beauty of the grounds was enhanced by twelve thousand feet of 
concrete walks and demolition of an unsightly storage shed. The Dining Room 
Building was extended to accommodate two hundred additional persons and the 
auditorium furnished with new seating. Finally, a contract was arranged with the 
city of Natchitoches for pure water after a new well drilled on campus yielded salt 
water.91 

Despite these improvements, President Aswell felt that the State Normal 
School had never been properly funded by the state. In 1910 he called it "the most 
inadequately equipped institution in Louisiana" and "the most poorly equipped 
State Normal School in the United States." The institution had only two brick 
buildings, one of which was under construction, and "six temporary frame fire
traps, with no model school, science building, hospital, library or gymnasium." 
Owing to inadequate appropriations, the state was payingonly$3,60 per month for 
each student at the school whereas in 1890 the stale contributed more than seven 
dollars a month per student. Comparing Louisiana's support of its normal school 
unfavorably with that of other states, President Aswell in 1910 requested the 
astounding sum of nearly $332,000 for operations, maintenance, improvements, 
and buildings at the State Normal for the ensuing two years.92 Included in his 
plans for the school were a new central di rung room and kitchen, a model school 
building, fire-proof dormitories for three hundred students, a laundry building and 
central power plant, improvement of grounds and buildings, purchase of 17 5 acres 
to enlarge the Normal's grounds, and equipment for science, manual training,and 
agricultural instruction as well as operational funds.93 

Certainly President As well did not accomplish everything he envisioned for the 
Normal in his short three-year term, but he was amazingly successful in some 
areas. A new reinforced concrete Dining Hall Building seating one thousand stu
dents and containing fifteen bedrooms for young ladies on the second floor was 
begun, although not completed, under President Aswell. A reinforced concrete 
two-story dormitory, ''B" Dormitory, housing ninety-six students in forty-eight 
bedrooms was erected in 1910 for thirty thousand dollars. It was planned to be the 

9I Minutes of Board of Administrators, 93-95, University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
92Thirteenth Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal School. I 910 (n.p., [ 191 O}), 5. 8-9. Cited 
hereafter as Normal School Thirteenth Biennial Report, 1910. 
93fbid., 9; The Shreveport Times, June 8, 1910. 
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first of eight similar buildings around a dormitory quadrangle separated from the 
main academic building court on the hill. The new Dining Hall Building which 
cost thirty-four thousand dollars was at the western extremity of this dormitory 
court. A reinforced concrete steam laundry with modern equipment was also 
erected in 1910 as well as a new cow barn. The grounds of the the Normal were 
expanded to accommodate the new growth. For his builrung program, President 
Aswell was commended for "his untiring efforts to make possible the greatest 
institution of its kind in the country" and being "the moving spirit in thinking of 
tomorrow and letting to-day take care of itself."94 

In 1911 President Aswell began upgrading the academic standards at the Nor
mal by placing the school on a quarter system. The four-year course was divided 
into eleven terms of three months. The first year comprised only two terms and 
reduced the number of lower level subjects. The remaining three years, which 
included advanced or specialized courses, consisted of three terms each. The 
revised curriculum was more compact, advanced, and provided greater opportuni
ty for specialization through electives. The advancement in scholarship was justi· 
fied by the better preparation of students in the public schools especially high 
schools. The new system allowed in-service teachers to work in the public schools 
nine months and still earn a quarter's credit at the Normal. Beginning in 191 I a 
teacher could earn a full quarter's credit in summer school and 15 percent credit 
on the teacher's examination or a year's extension of her teacher's certificate. It 
also allowed students who had to drop out of school for unexpected reasons a better 
chance of completing courses in the shortened term.95 

Under the new arrangement, a minimum of fifty-four credits was required in 
the following subjects: English, ten; mathematics, six; science, ten; drawing and 
manual trruning, five; singing, four; Latin or French, five; history and civics, five; 
professional subjects, nine. Three credits in physical training also were compulso
ry but not included in the fifty-four hour graduation requirement. Additionally, 
three terms of literary society work were required for graduation with two terms 
equivalent to one credit in English. High school graduates and holders of first 
grade teacher's certificates were admitted to the sixth term while those possessing 

94Minutes of Board of Administrators, 129-30, University Archives. A.D~ E.P.W .M.L., N .S.U.; Pet
tis, "Development of State Normal College," 16-17; Otis R. Crew, "History of Northwestern State 
College of Louisiana (typewritten), 26. Cited hereafter as Crew, "Northwestern State College": 
"Buildings of The Louisiana State Normal College," Vertical file, A.O., EJ>.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
95Minutesof Board of Administrators, 123-24, University Archives, A.O., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U.; Lou
isiana State Normal School. Summer Term o/Ten Weeks, May JO-August 5. 191 I (n.p. [ 1911 ]). Cit· 
ed hereafter as Normal School Summer Term. 191 I; Session, 19/ J-12. Louisiana State Normal 
School, Natchitoches. La.. May 29, /911 -May 24, 1912 (New Orleans, [191 IJ), 13· 14. Cited hereaf
ter as Normal School Session, /9//- 12. 
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second grade certificates were accepted into the third term. Thus it was still possi
ble for qualified students to finish the Normal course in a year and a half if they 
attended year-round.96 

A little over a year after James B. Aswell assumed directionoftheStateNormal 
School, rumors began circulating in Baton Rouge that he would be a candidate in 
the gubernatorial election of 1912. President As well neither confirmed nor denied 
the speculation.97 Whatever nis political plans were, a scandal erupted in 1910 
which threatened to bar bis re-entrance into Louisiana politics. The controversy 
concerned Aswell's alleged misuse of public funds as Superintendent of Educa
tion. According to the press accounts, the ex-superintendent was being investigat
ed for missing vouchers and poor bookkeeping. For months the Normal School 
president consistently refused to comment on the rumors until he received the offi
cial report of Supervisor of Public Accounts Archibald M. Smith's investiga
tion.98 

Finally after a two-month delay, in October 1910, the investigative report was 
made public and President Aswell responded to the specific charges in it. To the 
criticism that be kept poor books as head of the Department of Education, he 
replied, ''The best bookkeeping is to gel results with the fewest books. The correct
ness of my reports to thestateauditorofreceiptsand disbursements of public funds 
was not affected by the lack of an elaborate system of bookkeeping.'' To the charge 
he had not kept his public and private accounts separate in Baton Rouge banks and 
that he had no vouchers for $18,633.50 expended principally in traveling expenses 
and stamps, President Aswell exclaimed: "As to my traveling expenses, I am again 
free to state that I did not procure a receipt for every railroad ticket J purchased, 
nor did I get a voucher from the waiters at every restaurant at which I took a meal, 
or from the hotels at which 1 stopped - and I believe that no one else does." He 
concluded his defense by stating" l held an office of honor and of trust, and I con
sidered that my certified statement would be a sufficient voucher."99 

James B. AsweU's immediate and forthright reply to the charges of fiscal irregu
larity. coupled with his excellent performance as Superintendent of Education, 
silenced most of his critics and he escaped without any serious damage to his repu
tation. Once again be could think of entering the gubernatorial race of 1912. Feel
ing that he would receive more publicity and visibility as Superintendent of Educa
tion than he would as president of the State Normal School, President Aswell 
presented an unusual proposal to T.H. Harris, his hand-picked successor in the 
Department of Education. According to Harris: 

96Norm.al School Summer Term. 1911: Normal School Session. /9// -12. 18. 
91The Natchitoches Times, September 17, 1909. 
98The Shreveport Times. August l 2, 1910, August 18, 1910, September 29, 1910; The Na1chitoches 
Times. August 19. 1910. 
99The Natchitoches Times, October 14, 1910; Stringer," AswcU: Educator and Politician," 31-33. 
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... Mr. As well told me he wished to return to the office of State Superin
tendent of Education. He said be expected to make the race for governor 
and that the office of Superintendent of Education would be a better 
springboard for the launching of his campaign than the presidency of the 
Normal School. He asked me to go with him lo Governor Sanders to 
request the Governor accept the resignation of both of us, then to appoint 
Mr. AsweU Superintendent and have me named President of the Normal 
School. He was sure Governor Sanders would fall in wiLb his plan. 100 

What the Governor's response would have been is not known, for Superintendent 
Harris recorded: ''I told Mr. Aswell that there was nothing doing and that l would 
not be a party to any such politics. " 101 

Whereupon President Aswell decided to resign the presidency of the State Nor
mal School to enter the governor's race. On July I, 1911 , the Board of Administra
tors accepted his resignation and unanimously adopted a resolution stating: 

... this Board expresses its highest appreciation of Dr. Aswell's very suc
cessful administration as president. Under his direction old buildings 
have been renovated and made comfortable, durable new buildings have 
been erected, the attendance of students has been increased and the stan
dards of work have been elevated. 102 

The same day the Normal faculty men presented President Aswell with an alliga
tor traveling bag as a token of their appreciation of bis excellent executive leader
ship as fourth president of the scboot. 103 

The Caldwell-Aswell years were an exciting time for young people attending the 
State Normal School. lmpressed by the appearance of the rapidly expanding and 
improving physical plant, a student entered the Normal crowded with a student 
body that had more than quadrupled in the fifteen-year period. from 1896 when 
B.C. Caldwell became president to President Aswell's resignation in 1911, the 
school's enrollment swelled from 362 to 1,863. 104 Naturally, student activities and 
organizations multiplied and administrative tasks increased in the growing insti
tution. The atmosphere at the Natchitoches school became more college-oriented 
with students pursuing individual interests both in studies and extracurricular 
activities. Nevertheless, certain aspects of Normal life were still very regimented, 
especially dormitory life. 

IOOHarris, Memoir~. 116. 
IOlfbid. 
102Minutes of Board of Administrators, 133, University Archives, A.D., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. James 
B. AsweU ran for governor io the election of 19 l 2 as an indepcndenl. He received 20 percent of the vote, 
carrying the hill parishes where the Populist tendency recently had been strong. Perry H. Howard. 
Political Tendencies in Louisiana (Baton Rouge, 1971 ). 203. 
103rheShreveport Times, July I, 1911. ln 1912Aswell was elected asa Democrallothe United Stales 
Congress where he served from 1913 until his death in 1931 . Biographical Directory of /he American 
Congress. 1774-197/ (Washington, 1971), 530. 
104Pcttis, "Development of State Normal College," 3 I. 
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-
Campus Railroad Station 

The success of the Normal School al the turn of the century was due largely to 
the presidents' personal interest in the student~. President. Caldwell himself 
answered inquiries of prospective students and their parents with personal letters 
and school catalogs. Once on campus a student usually met the president who 
advised her studies, counseled her personal problems, and attended to her other 
needs during her years at the school. President Caldwell frequently roamed the 
school grounds stopping to chat with students wherever he encountered them. 105 

His concern for the well-being of the Normal students was uppermost when he 
opposed the moving of the railway depot from the school's grounds. When ~he Tex
as and Pacific Railway proposed building a new depot on Seventh Street 10 190 l, 
President Caldwell wrote Captain Leopold Caspari: 

This location is a great convenience to the normal school; students coming 
to school or leaving for their homes find lhe station on the very grounds 
of the school. having a walk of but two to three hundred yards between the 

105Knowles. "Caldwell." 67, 69: Wynonah Brea1ealc Johnson. "8.C. Caldwell," in "The Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Act of tbc Legislature Establishing The Louisiana State Normal School. 1884-
1934" (typewritten) 
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school buildings and the depot; in rainy weather the trains stop at the front 
gate putting off or receiving students on the walks ... and the railroad has 
proved one of the greatest, if not the greatest factor in the prosperity and 
advancement of the sehool. 106 

He also pointed out that freight and mail delivery were facilitated greatly by the 
nearby depot. Determinedly, President Caldwell sought the board's approval of 
resolutions allowing the Texas and Pacific Railway to buy or lease a portion of the 
Normal's grounds for a depot; however, the administrators lacked authority to 
approve any arrangement since the school's land title rested an the state. 107 Never
theless, the board prepared legislation enabling it to lease a triangular strip of land 
not exceeding seven and two-tenths acres for railroad purposes. In June 1902 the 
General Assembly approved the bill and the Texas and Pacific Railway depot 
graced the Normal grounds under a twenty-five year lease for the sum of one dollar 
annuaUy. tos To further protect the students, every young lady, not escorted by her 
parents or other family members, was met at the depot by the president or his sec
retary who also handled the student's baggage. 109 

Once entering the Normal School, most of the girls lived tn the club, the board
ing department. Both Presidents Caldwell and Aswell felt a keen responsibility for 
the well-being of the club members and directed the affairs of the boarding depart
ment personally. Beginning in 1897, probably becauseofrapidly increasing enroll
ment, the rules of the club were detailed in the school's catalog so that young ladies 
knew what was expected of them. Upon joining the Normal club a student prom
ised to obey club rules knowing that, if she failed to do so, the president could ask 
her to leave. Many of the regulations dealt with relations with young men, off. 
campus activities, or campus living. In 1897 a young lady boarder was not permit
ted visits from gentlemen except during the holiday vacation nor was she allowed 
a male escort when attending town church services or social gatherings. She could 
occasionally visit friends or relatives living in town but only with her parents' writ
ten request at the beginning of a session. Under no conditions, even with her par
ents' consent, was a club member permitted to spend a night away from the Nor
mal. She was, however, allowed to go to town on Wednesday and Friday afternoons 
between 3:00 p.m. and sunset to shop, visit friends, or for other necessary purposes. 

1068.C. Caldwell to Capt. L. Caspari, March 27, 1901, Caldwell Papen.. University Archives, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
107Jbid.: B.C. Caldwell to L.S. Thome, July 27, 1901, ibid.; B.C. Caldwell to Capt. L. Caspari, July 
27, 1901, ibid.; Minutes of Board of Administrators, 55-57, University Archives, A.O., E.P. W.M.L., 
N.S.U. 
108MinutesofBoardof Administrator.., 57, University Archives, A.O., E.P W.M.L.. N.S.U, "An Act 
To authoriz.c the Board of Administrators of the State Normal School to lease fOf railroad purpo.scs a 
certain pieccofland belonging to and included wnhin thcgroundsof said Normal School," Acts Passed 
by the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana. 1902, 97-98. 
109 Louisiana State Normal School, NatchitO<'hes, lo. Catalogue. 1897-98 Announcements. 1898-99 
(New Orleans, 1898), 45. Cited hereafter as Normal &hoot Catalogue, 1897-98. 
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On Sundays a student could attend day church services alone, but at night she had 
to be accompanied by a faculty member.110 ln 1898 parents and friends of the 
female boarders were requested "not to send packages of food of any lcind at any 
time of the year" since they caused sickness and "irregular habits-" among the stu
dents. More importantly. students were absolutely prohibited from having chloro
form, morphine, laudanum, and other dangerous or poisonous substances in their 
possession. For violating this rule a young lady was subject to immediate dismissal 
from the school. All necessary medicines were provided by the school authori
ties.111 

By 1900 some of the strict regulations were liberalized ever so slightly. Now a 
young lady could entertain gentlemen visitors if they were of her immediate family 
and might even have an escort to church and social functions, provided either the 
president or club matron accompanied them. 112 A year later club members were 
instructed that they could not go off campus without reporting to the matron both 
on leaving and returning. Now at least they were allowed to receive packages of 
fresh fruit but "meats, cakes, pastry, canned foods, preserves, nuts and confection
ery are absolutely forbidden." At the same time alcohol was added to the list of 
banned "narcotic and intoxicating'' substances.113 To help pass long weekends. in 
1906 club members were given permission to visit or shop in town on Saturday 
mornings between nine and eleven o'clock. Finally in 1909 no hours or days were 
specified for town visits but students stiU bad to report upon leaving and returning 
to the school. Perhaps for this reason, the school catalog of that year contained the 
following underlined warning: "Those who have no serious purpose, and lazy, 
sickly. and untrustworthy studems are dismissed without ceremony. "114 Such a 
threat was enough to keep most students in line. 

Nevertheless, as in all groups. infractions of the rules occurred. The Normal 
club provided a mechanism for handling sucb cases. In addition to the president 
who personally directed the club and the matrons in charge of dormitory buildings, 
there was an advisory council of seven club members, six students, and one teacher, 
elected semi-annually by the residents of each dormitory. The committee made 
semi-weekly reports to the president and recommended changes in food. regula
tions, membership, service, and other club affairs. 115 Disciplining serious violators 
of the club's rules, however, was the exclusive responsibility of the president. 
According to B.C. Caldwell, "Every feature of the Club management and of the 
daily life of its members is based on the assumption that Lhe students are capable 

1 IONormal School Catalogue, 1896-97, 75 
111 Normal School Catalogue. 1897-98, 44. 
I I 1Norma/ School Sixteenth Annual Circular, 1900. 27. 
I I 3Normal School Seventeenth Annual Circular. I 901. 36. 
114Normal School Catalog. September. /906. 22; Sessio11. 1909-/910. Louisiana Sratt Normal 
School. Natchitoches. Lo. September 28th. ! 909-May 6. /910 (n.p. [ 1909]), 21 ·23. 
115Normal School Seventeenth Annual Circular. 190!. 35. 
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of self-control and desire to preserve the interests and welfare of the Club. This 
n:iakes di~c.ipline an easy m.atter.." For ~nor offenses a student suffered suspen
sion of privileges for a certatn penod of time while for grave violations of club rules 
or for continuous neglect of duty, she was dism.issed. 116 President Caldwell dealt 
compassionately but fi_rmly with students who consistently or seriously violated 
club rules. For instance, in 190 I he sent two students home early not allowing them 
to participate in the year-end social events of Lhe session. One of the girls had con
sistently broken club rules by "writing to a number of [ University] cadets who had 
never met her" and receiving letters from them with "familiar messages written 
on the envelopes in various handwriting." For this impropriety, President Caldwell 
called the girl in, counseled ber, and accepted ber pledge to desist from such corre
spondence. Some weeks later, the president learned that the same young lady had 
been playing slot machines in one of the stores in town. Again calling her in for a 
talk, he put her "under arrest," thus preventing her from going to town unless 
a~companied by a teacher. A week before the session ended the young lady again 
violated club rules by planning to meet, along with another Normalite, some young 
men the following Sunday night without the president's consent or knowledge. At 
!his Juncture, President Caldwell sent both girls home denying them participation 
10 commencement week activities but not expelling them or causing them to lose 

t ' ed. 117 A . . 90 . a erm s er 1t. gain 10 l 3 President Caldwell sent a young lady home for 
"a determined purpose on her pan to violate the regulations concerning her assod-

t . 'h .. ,,so . a ion wit young men. ther students returned or were sent home due to poor 
grades. However, considering the hundreds of girls in the club, violations were few 
and generally not of a serious nature. 

Young women and men boarding in town as well as club members were to con
duct themselves "with the upmost propriety at all times.'' Any student "not dis
posed to submit willingly and cheerfully to all the restraints ... of the school" was 
asked to leave. A student absent for five days without permission or valid excuse 
was dropped from the rolls of that term. "Habitual irregularity of attendance. or 
neglect of study'' could result in a request that the offending student withdraw 
from tbe school, while use of intoxicating liquors was cause for refusing admit
tance to the Normal and for dismissal. 119 Considering the Victorian morality of 
th~ late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the State Normal School's regu
lations were probably no stricter than those governing students in their homes and 
were certainly approved by parents leaving their daughters in the school's care. 
. !he daily rout0e of Normal students was extremely regimented. Although no 

nsmg was prescribed, the club's breakfast was served at eight o'clock with classes 

116Normal School Catalogue, 1897-98, 44. 
117Caldwell Papers, University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
118tbid. 
I 19Nornta/ Sch()()/ Catalogue, /896-97, 77. 
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beginning at 8:55 during the fall and winter months. With the arrival of warmer 
weather classes were begun earlier, starting at 8:30 in April and 8:00 in May. 
Lunch was served al 12:30 and the school day ended at 2:30. From the end of class
es to dinner al 5:00 and for two hours after the evening meal the students enjoyed 
physical exercise, especially outdoor activities. From 7:00 to I 0:00 in the evening 
they attended study hall enjoying a short break at 8:30. After study ball students 
returned to their rooms and at 10:30 all lights were out. 120 During the summer 
term, beginning in 1903, the meal and class schedule was modified with coffee and 
rolls at 6:30, breakfast at 8:30, dinner at 1 :00 and supper at 6:00. Classes began 
at seven o'clock and ended before noon leaving the afternoons and evenings free for 
recreation and special study. However, classes were held six days a week in the 
summer momhs. 121 

Due to a number of factors, incJuding good food and proper rest and recreation, 
the health of the Normal students was remarkable during the Caldwell-AsweU 
years. Nonetheless. sporadic outbreaks of typhoid fever among the students in 
1896, 1897, and 1902, resulted in the death of two students. President Caldwell 
first explained that the 1897 cases, which constituted the largest outbreak, were 
traced to the school's water supply but later he named the club's milk s upply as the 
source of infection. Whatever the source of the fever, he instituted elaborate steril
izalion methods which prevented its spread that year. The same procedures were 
used after the isolated case of 1902 with equal success. 122 President Caldwell, him· 
self, suffered a terrible personal loss when in September, 1903, his thirty·two year 
old wife died of typhoid fever at the Normal. 123 Yellow fever, always a threat in 
Louisiana. forced the postponement of the Normal's opening in 1898 because of 
a quarantine in the New Orleans area. The only other effect of the outbreak on the 
school's operations was a cancellation of all holidays that year and an extension of 
the session into June to make up for the lost class days. 124 A case of smallpox which 
occurred in 1906 in one of the dormitories panicked about forty girls into leaving 
for home immediately, but when no other cases developed, they returned to the 
school. 125 To combat all sickness on campus, President Caldwell insisted on a welJ-

120Normal School Catalogue, ibid., 10, 76. 
121 Ninteenth Annual Circular of [nformation of the State Normal School of Louisiana. Natchito
r:he.v. A11gust, 1903. Catalogue of Alumni, 1885-/903. Announcements. /903-1904 (New Orleans, 
1903), 30. Cited hereafter as Normal School Nineteenth Annual Circ11lar, /903; Normal School 
Summer Term, 1903, n.p. 
1228.C. Caldwell to Dr. N. Himel, August 15, 1904, Caldwell Papers, University Archives, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Minutes of Board of Administrators. 90, University Archives, A.D., 
E.P.W.M. L., N.S.U.; The Natr:hitoches Enterprise. November 26, 1908. 
I 23Knowles, "Caldwell," 88. 
124B._C. Caldwell to Miss Minnie L. Stallcup, September 28, 1898, Caldwell Papers, University 
Archives, A.O .. E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Normal School Seventh Biennial Report. 1898. 5. 
125 For a description of the various diseases that affected I.be Normal student body see Knowles "Cald· 
welt," 49-68. 
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equipped infirmary and a physician on call to attend the students' health needs. 126 

After 1906 the incidence of serious illness declined at the Normal, probably 
because of improvements in the water supply, sanitation, and heating systems. The 
health record of the Normal was, indeed, unusually good in the early twentietl) 
century. 

During the administrations of Presidents Caldwell and Aswell, tuition remained 
free for those planning to teach in Louisiana's public school while expenses actual
ly declined slightly from President Boyd's last year. Jn 1901 room and board was 
ten dollars a month with washing costing another $1.50. The incidental fee of two 
dollars a term was stiJl assessed and books for the same period cost from five to 
eight dollars. Thus, for a full session of eight months, a student paid from$ I 06 to 
$120. 127 Two years later room and board increased to twelve dollars a month 
where it remained until the end of President Aswell's tenure in J 9 l J, 128 As reason
able as the expenses were at the Normal School, many students found paying them 
difficult and others, impossible. Most Normal students came from poor. rural 
families which lacked the resources to pay for their children's education while oth
ers were teachers trying to save enough money from meager salaries to attend 
school part-time. 

Fortunately, deserving students found various sources of financial aid provided 
at the Normal. In 1897 the Alumni Association established a scholarship paying 
all expenses for one student annually. Two years later the coveted scholarship was 
named for Alby L. Smith, the school's early training teacher. 129 Ln 1902 the Gen
eral Assembly approved legislation authorizing each parish and each ward of the 
city of New Orleans to select one female student to receive a beneficiary scholar
ship lo one of the state-supported institutions. A beneficiary scholarship presented 
to a deserving student whose parents could not afford to send her to school and 
granted by a competitive examination was awarded for a student's entire course 
of study. At the Normal a beneficiary scholarship represented about $125 annual
ly.130 Other students were aided when the Alumni Association established a loan 
fund in 190 I. The Joans, at 4 percent interest, were made to students in the last year 

126Knowlcs, .. Caldwell," 66. 
1278.C. Caldwell LO R.G. Ragellio,Junc 29, 1901. Caldwell Papers, University Archives, E.P. W.M.L., 
N.S.U.; B.C. Caldwell to Mi:;s Mary Wilkinson, February 25, 1901. ibid. 
128Normal School Nineteenth Annual Circular. 1903. 29; The Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana 
State Normal School. Natchitoches, L.ouisiaRa. Announcements for Twenty-seventh year, 1912-
/913. I (July l, 1912), 20. 
129Potpourri. 1909. 17; Normal School Catalogue. 1896-97. 25. 
130"An Act To establish the beneficiary system for fem:ile students at the Louisiana lndustrial or 
South West Louisiana Industrial Institutes, or State Normal School," Acts Passed by the General 
Assembly of the Stale of Louisiana. I 902. 292-93; Normal School Nlnetee111h Annual Cfrr:11/ar. 1903, 
26. Prior to the legislation of 1902, several parishes were already maintaining beneficiary scholarships 
at the Normal. They were LaFourche, Ascension, Assumption. St. Charles, East Baton Rouge, West 
Baton Rouge. West Carroll, and Iberville. Biennial Report of State S11perlntenden1 of Ed11ca1ion. 
1900-1901. 235-36. 
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of the Normal course and were to be repaid from a graduate's first year's earnings. 
By 1909 the Alumni Association had made loans lo twenty-seven students, twenty 
of whom had graduated and two were parish superintendents. All loans were 
repaid almost immediately by the grateful recipients. There were also several oth· 
er small loan funds established by graduates or friends of the school and adminis
tered by the president. 131 Additionally, President Caldwell himself often lent mon
ey to deserving students who were without other means of attending the 
Normal. 132 

All Normal students enjoyed a proliferation of activities at the turn of the centu
ry. The two early literary societies, Seekers After Knowledge and the Eclectic Lit
erary Society, continued to engage in debate, declamation, oration, musical pro
grams, and competition. As enrollment increased, they were joined by a third 
literary society, the Modern Culture Club, which was established in 1902. Still 
unable to accommodate all students adequately, the three established societies 
formed a fourth, the Mortar Board, in 1910. All students below the fifth term 
Uunior standing) were required to withdraw from the older societies and together 
with other lower level students they formed the Mortar Board.133 

Besides the general literary societies, Normal students also established organi
zations of special interest or service lo the school. By 1904 a number of students 
interested in photography formed a Camera Club which provided pictures for the 
annual catalog. 134 Four years later the students elected an editorial staff to begin 
work on the school's first annual. In 1909 they published the first issue of the Pot
pourri which in a light and entertaining manner covered the school's mission, fac
ulty,.sLUdents, activities, and organizations through verse, prose, and pictures.135 

The early issues of the Potpourri were filled with delightful, often humorous, remi
niscences of individual faculty members, students, and happenings. For example, 
the 191 I Potpourri's account of the establishment of a school fire company read: 

Have patience, my reader, you shall see 
How the Fire Company came to be. 
It was in the autumn of nineteen-nine, 
When the President thought it would be fine 
To organize a body, strong and calm, 
In case of fire to give the alarm. 

131 Potpourri, I 909. 18; Twenty-,first Annual Circular of Information of the Stale Normal School of 
Louisiana, Natchitoches, August. 1905. Catalogue of Alumni, 1885-/905. Students, 1904-/905. 
Announcements, 1905-1906 (New Orleans, 1905), 17. 
1328.C. Caldwell to Rev. William B. Van Valkenburg, January 28, 1899, Caldwell Papers, University 
Archives, E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Knowles. "Caldwell," 73-74. 
133Potpourri. 1910, 62, 66·67; ibid., /911. I 19. 
134Twenlleth Annual Circtilar of Information of the State Normal School of Louisiana, Natchito
ches. September, /904. Catalogue of Alumni, 1885-/904. Students, 1903-/904. AnnouncemenJs, 
1904-/905 (New Orleans, 1904), 25. 
135TheShreveport Times. December 5. 1908; Potpourri. 1909. 
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Fire Company 

So, as soon as be thought, he lost no time 
In carrying out this dream sublime. 
He called the girls from every hall, 
And gave great duties to them all. 
So, in case of a fire, we all can see 
The Normal is safe with her Fire Company!136 

The religious training of the early Normal students was encouraged by a num
ber of campus organizations. The Devotional Circle was a nonsectarian group, 
organized in 1898 by the Normal girls to emphasize the spiritual side of their lives. 
lt met every Sunday evening for programs of prayers, scripture readings, songs, 
and readings. In 1911 the Devotional Circle merged into the Young Women's 
Christian Association which stressed the social and religious development of the 
young ladies. The Y. W.C.A. became one of the most active organizations at the 

136Potpourri, /911. 153. 
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Normal. In addition to its weekly mission study classes and devotional meetinr:, 
the Y. W.C.A. hosted social gatherings for faculty and students on the campus. 
I ts counterpart, the Young Men's Christian As.sociation. was established in 1909 
to bring the young man "into a closer, personal relationship with his Creator, God, 

f • . ' d d bod n!)S and Savior. Christ ... by a three-fold development o spmt, mm , an Y: 
For tbe numerous Catholic students there was a branch of the Apostleship of 
Prayer, a League of the Sacred Heart. Its regular meetings consisting of hymns. 
prayers, and religious discussions were held on Sunday evenings wi_th the Bi~ho,p 
of Natchitoches often in allendance. 139 The Onward and Upward Circle of Kings 
Daughters, one of the oldest campus organizations, engage~ in wo~ks of charit_Y· 
They helped needy Norma lites stay in school, helped poor ~1dows w~th smal! chil
dren, cspeciaJly at Thanksgiving and Christmas, and provided destitute children 
with school clothing and books. The daughters raised money by selling cake, fudge, 
and lemonade to club members each week. Although never one of the largest cam
pus organizations. it was one of the most dedicated. 140 

In order to enhance various school activities, a Normal School band was estab
lished in 1911. Sixteen boys, organized by H .W. Stopher, met for practice with 
borrowed musical instruments. Others soon joined the band and through benefit 
concerts and entertainments the boys raised money to bu)' band instruments. By 
1912 the Normal band numbered thirty-six members who had raised still more 
money to purcha:.c cadet grey uniforms with black and whilt: trimmings. Tht: Nor
mal band played at school functions and at football games.

141 

137 Potpourri, J 909, 86; ibid .. I 911. 196 
1381bid., /910. 79. 
i391bid., /909. 88. 
140p0 1po11rri. /909, 90; ibid .. /9/0, 72; Ibid .. /91 I. 124. 
141 tbid., /912. 218; Biennial Rtporl ofthtSrareSuperintendtnt of Public Education To Tht Gover
nor and To Tht Gtntral Assembly, School Sessions of 1901)-19/0 and 1910-I I (Baton Rouge, 1912). 
162. 
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In sports, the Normal School had varsity women's and men's baseball teams, a 
women's basketball team and a men's football team. The football team was, how
ever, hindered by the small number of boys enrolled at the school, the high scholas
tic standards, a lack of equipment, and the absence of an adequate gridiron field. 
The playing field deficiency was rectified in 1911 when fifty-six Normal boys, 
aided by Dr. Pool and other faculty members, created an athletic park out of the 
"forest primeval" by felling trees and removing stumps. Known as the "Stump 
Diggers," they leveled a field, covered it with cinders and then dirt, enclosed it with 
a six-foot fence, and circled it with a cinder track. Next they helped build a thou
sand-seat grandstand and a bathhouse to complete the handsome" Athletic Park.'' 
That year the Normal football team expanded its schedule lo include Tulane and 
LSU as well as "every team of note in the state." Although they were the lightest 
team in the Normal's history, averaging 139 pounds, they made a "respectable 
showing." Track was introduced in I 9 l2 with instant success. The Normal hosted 
an intercollegiate meet April I in which it won its first state championship in track 
athletics.142 

The culmination of the early Norma l's splendid success came with the celebra
tion of its twenty-fifth anniversary in 1910. On Sunday, June 5, and Monday, June 
6, Natchitoches was inundated with some five thousand visiting alumni and 
friends of the school. The governor, other state officials, and every member of the 
legislature received individual invitations to the anniversary ceremonies. Accom
modations were provided for the visitors in the homes of the townspeople who also 
collected funds to pay for the celebration. The governor and legislators arrived on 
a special train which brought them from New Orleans and Baton Rouge Monday 
morning and remained on the Normal siding for the convenience of the special 
guests. Governor J . Y. Sanders and more than seventy members of the legislature 
took part in the two-day activities as guests of the Natchitoches citizens. Other 
special trains brought people from Alexandria and Shreveport. 143 The city and 
school were gaily decorated for the event: 

Our city fathers did excellent work in illuminating the city during the cel
ebration. The streets were ablaze with electrical decorations in the Nor
mal colors purple and white, the arches over the bridge and Normal gate 
being particularly effective. 

The Normal grounds, many buildings and residences were decorated 
in the Normal colors and many flags floated over our city. 144 

The anniversary ceremonies took place in a large pavilion erected under shade 
trees in front of the main Normal buildfog (Caldwell Hall). Stretched beneath the 

142Porpoum. /911. 226. 234. 
14lThe Natchlroches Times, February 11, 1910. June 10, 1910,June 24, 1910; The Shreveport Times, 
Junc2. 1910. June 5, 1910. 
144The Natchiroches Times. June 10, 1910. 
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trees were the colors of the Normal, pennants of the literary societies and campus 
organizations, and the banners of other schools and colleges. The ~rogra'"? com
menced Sunday morning with the Right Reverend Thomas F. Gatlor, Episcopal 
bishop of Tennessee, giving the jubilee sermon and the Norr_nal ?rchestra and cho
rus providing musical renditions. Sunday afternoon was h1ghhghted by a sacred 
concert followed at 8:00p.m. by a series of addresses. Professor P.P. Claxton of the 
University of Tennessee spoke on ''The Normal School and the State," Professor 
R.L. Himes of Louisiana State University on "The Normal School and the Educa
tional Awakening," and Bishop Gaitor on "The Normal School as a Factor in 
Community Leadersh.ip." 145 

. 

The next day, Monday, the main ceremonies took place. The governor and Jeg1~
lators, who had arrived earlier that morning, were taken on a tour of the school s 
buildings by President AsweU. "There was general surprise over the lack of accom
modations .... In one room no fewer than thirteen girls were found crowded. The 
old auditorium including the stage, bas been curtained off into sleeping quarters 
and even the co;ners of the hallways are made to do duty as bedrooms." Mr. As well 
grasped the opportunity to declare "we are in urgent need for ~or~itories unless 
we are to stop still." 146 After the inspection, the governor and Jeg1sl~uve party w~re 
treated to breakfast in the dining ball. Next an academic procession of the ch1ef 
executive, legislators, faculty. and alumni was formed and marched to .the outdoor 
pavilion. After opening remarks by President Aswell and the presentation of a por
trait of the Normal School's first president, Edward E. Sheib, ex-Governor Joseph 
W . Folk of Missouri delivered the main address on "Negative Honesty is the Next 
Thing to Positive Dishonesty." Governor Sanders then addressed the crowd <:<>n
gratulating President AswelJ for his splendid work at the Normal and declanng, 
"We love the Normal and I want to assure you the members of this Legislature will 
appropriate every dollar the State treasury will stand to its support and I will glad
ly sign any bill they pass in the interest of this institution."147 Th~ governor then 
presented diplomas to 143 graduates, the largest annual graduating class of any 
state institution up until that time. 148 

At five o'clock Monday evening the ceremonies resumed with an outdoor con
cert and reception. After congratulatory remarks by representatives o~ ?ther 
schools, Senator Thomas Barret, a long-time member of the Board of Adcmnistra
tors, presented the Normal with a sixty-foot flag which was raised on the school's 
main building. Governor Sanders received the flag for the Normal and wa.s loudly 
applauded when he instructed President Aswell to gi-ve the students a hohday the 

l45TheShreveport Times, June 6, 1910; The Natchiloches Times. June 10, 1910; Potpourri, 1911, 11. 
146TheShreveport Times. June 7, 1910. 
J471bid.; The Natchitoches Times. June 10, 1910. • 
I 48The Natchitoches Times, May 6, 1910, June I 0, 1910. The graduaung class represented forty-one 
parishes. 
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next day ''as a compensation for their having to listen to one speech by Senator 
Barret and two by himself today.'' The memorable day ended with an alumni ban
quet that night which concluded at midnight whereupon the special guests 
boarded their sleepers for the return trip home. 149 

The J 910celebration was a fitting tribute to the State Normal School which had 
had l 3,180 students enrolled and I, I 51 graduates in its twenty-five year existence. 
By then a majority of the parish superintendents and many of the teachers in the 
Louisiana schools had graduated from Normal. Interestingly, the presidents of the 
three other state institutions of higher learning - Thomas D. Boyd of Louisiana 
State University, E.L. Stephens of the South-West Louisiana Industrial Jnstitute 
at Lafayette, and J.E. Keeny of the Louisiana Industrial Institute at Ruston -
had been affiliated with the State Normal School at one time. 150 During his 
administration President Caldwell had recognized the Normal's leading role in 
Louisiana's education system. Upon learning that the governor could not attend 
a Normal board meeting because of "matters of importance in his office,'' Presi
dent Caldwell sarcastically requested James B. Aswell to ''go down and explain to 
him [the governor] that the normal school is a matter of importance to the schools 
of the state." 151 Its first twenty-five yea rs of achievement proved the State Norma I 
School was indeed "a matter of importance" in Louisiana education. 

149The Shrevefl()rt Times. June 7, 1910; The Natchitoches Times. June 10, 1910. 
I 50The Shreveport Times. June 8, 1910. 
151s.C . CaldweU to Mr. A.swell, (August 8, 1904), Caldwell Papers, University Archives. A.O .• 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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Chaper rv 

"UPWARD AND ONWARD" 

When James B. Aswell left the State Normal School in 1 ~ 11. public educatio~ 
in Louisiana was finally beginning to demonstrate substa_nt1al progress. As:-vell s 
initiatives coupled with T.H. Marris's succeeding accomplishments as Superinten
dents of Public Education led to better financing of education, increased sch~l 
consolidation, rising pupil enrollment, higher teacher standards and sal.a~1es, 
accrediting of high schools, and other noteworthy developments. As Lou1s1ana 
public education advanced in the twentieth century the State Normal Sch~! grew 
in stature until in 1918 it was authorized to grant bachelor's degrees and in 1921 , 
in recognition of its new status, it wa~ rena~ed the. Lou.isiana ~tate Norm~! Co~
lege. Meanwhile, its enrolJment continued increasing, its curnc~l~ w~re ~1v~rs1-
fied, and its position as one of the South's outstanding teacher tra1m~g inshlullons 
gained regional and national recogn.it_ion. Despite t~ese notable achievement~, the 
State Normal School's role in Lou1s1ana's educational system ':as ~ra~at!cally 

od'fi d It was no longer unchallenged as the teacher training 1nst1tut1on in the 
m I IC • . . • · fh h 
state. Following national educational trends, other Louis1an~ ~nstlt~ttons o 1g er 
learning inaugurated teacher training programs in compet1tton with the Normal 
School. Additionally, national events and Lrends, such as World War land the.new 
social mores of the 1920s, fomented substantial changes at the school espe~1ally 
among the students. Victor L. Roy, who served as the institution ·s fifth pres1~e~t 
from 1911 to 1929, met, but more often fought, twentieth-century A~enca s 
altered life style and values while leading the school to improved academic stan-

dards and continued growth. . . 
Victor Leander Roy was born June 18, 1871, in Mansura, Lou1S1ana, to Lean~re 

Francois and Adelina (Cailleteau) Roy. 1 After attend~g l~al. Avoyelles pansh 
schools for nine years, he entered Louisiana State University. 10 188~ ~here be 
graduated four years later with a B.S. degree, first lieutenant~ com.m~ss1~n, and 
faculty medal for maintaining the highest grade average during ~1s Junior and 
senior years. Entering teaching immediately, young Roy delayed has fu~ther_edu
cational endeavors unit! I 894 when he entered summer school at the Umvers1ty of 
Chicago. Returning to Louisiana he atte~ded Tulan~ University from 1894 t~ 
1896 but because of interrupted study did not receive the A.M. degree until 

1925.2 

I Rodney Cline, Pioneer Leaders and Early lnstiturion.f in Louisiana ~ducati~n (Balon R~~g~, 1969). 
179; cited hereafter as Chnc. Pioneer Leaders and Early Jns1i1u11ons: Olis R. Cre.".', History of 
Northwestern State College of Lou,siana'' (typewrilten), 32; cited hereafter as Crew, Northwestern 

State College." "Lo · · Scboolmen" The 
2<;Jine Pioneer uaders and Early Institutions. 179; E.L. Stephens, .. ws1a~a Wh . h S h 
Lou,si~na School R~iew, XV (October 1907). 29: "Victor Leander Roy. Who s o '" t e out • 

1927,631. 
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After graduating from Louisiana State University in 1890, Victor L. Roy 
taught school for a year before accepting a faculty position at Southern University 
in New Orleans where he remained for six years. In 1897 he returned to his native 
Avoyelles Parish to serve as principal of Marksville High School 3 After the South
western Louisiana Industrial Institute opened at Lafayette, in 1901 President E.L. 
Stephens offered Roy a position as teacher of science and mathematics which he 
immediately accepted. In June 1904 he resigned from the Jnstitute faculty to 
become Superintendent of Schools in Avoyelles Parish at an annual salary of two 
thousand dollars.4 Among his achievements as superintendent was the introduc
tion of wagonettes for the transportation of students and the esta btishment of the 
first Boys Corn Club in the South at Moreauville in 1908. He also gained public 
support for increased school taxation ~hich resulted in the erection of new schools 
and the repair of older structures. Because of his success as su pcrintendent in Avo
yelles Parish Mr. Roy was offered the superintendency of schools in Lafayette Par
ish in 1907. In a very unusual arrangement, for six months he served both parishes 
as superintendent.5 ln 1909 he left his position in Avoyelles Parish to become 
Director of Agricultural Extension at Louisiana State University. Among his 
duties there were promotion of the teaching of agriculture in the public schools and 
the organization of boys clubs, including Corn Clubs, which were the forerunners 
of 4-H Clubs. In 1909 he was elected president of the Louisiana Teachers Associa
tion.6 After three years at Louisiana Statt: University, V.L. Roy was offered the 
presidency of the State Normal School. Forty years of age and having varied expe
rience in both the public schools and institutions of higher learning in Louisiana, 
Mr. Roy was well qualified to be president of the state's only teacher-training insti
tution. 

Despite V.L. Roy's educational background his appointment to the Normal 
School presidency became controversial. In fact, one of bis past experiences, 
instructor at black Southern University in New Orleans, was the source of strong 
opposition to him. When the Board of Administrators met in Natchitoches on July 
I, 1911, to elect a president to fulfill J.B Aswell's unexpired term, Superintendent 
of Public Education T.H. Harris nominated Victor L. Roy with A.J. Lafarque sec
onding the nomination. With no other names being submitted and following sup-

3 John Oliver Pettis, ''Development of the Louisiana State Normal College, 1884-1927" (MA. thesis, 
Louisiana Stale University, 1927), 8: cited hereafter as Peuis, "Development of State Normal Col
lege"; "Victor Leander Roy," Who's Who in the South, l927, 63 I. Roy described his first teaching job, 
"I promptly landed a teaching job in Mansura. Paid the sum of $50 a monlh; my duties included teach
ing all elemenlary and high school subJccts then offered to some half-a-hundred pupils of varying 
ages." Quoted in Douglas C. Westbrook, "Victor Leander Roy: Louisiana Educator." Louisiana 
Studies, XI (Spring, 1972), 13; cited hereafter as Douglas. "Roy." 
4Stepheos. "Louisiana Schoolmen." 29. Currtnr Sauce, March 7. 1929. 
Seline. Pionetr Leaders and Early tns111u1ions, 179, 181; Stephens, "Louisiana Schoolmen," 29-30. 
6Cline. Pioneer Leaders and Early Institutions. 181; Pettis. "Development of State Norma I College," 
8: Current Sauce. March 7. 1929. 
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porting comments by Harris, Lafarque, and Governor J.Y. Sanders, and opposing 
remarks by G.W. Jack, the board voted. Six members.voted for Pr~fessor Roy 
while G.W. Jack cast the sole dissenting vote.7 Thus, without a unanimous vot~, 
v .L. Roy became the fifth president of the Louisiana State Normal S~bool. Public 
controversy followed his selection. G.W. JackofSh.reveportvoted ~gam~t ~r. Roy 
because he bad served on the interracial faculty of Southern University 10 ~ew 
Orleans from 189 I to 1897. In casting his vote. Jack admitted "that he knew little 
of Mr. Roy personally, that the reports of his work were favorable ~ut that ~here 
was one incident in his life that would prevent his giving his vote to install him as 
president of the Normal ... that Mr. Roy bad spent six y~rs of ~is life as a teacher 
in the Southern University, where he taught Negroes with white men and negro 
women as teachers ... he cer [sic) did not think him a proper person to place at the 
bead of an institution with hundreds of white girls attending."8 Where~pon.Gover
nor Sanders defended Mr. Roy's employment al the Negro umvers1ty and 
deplored the racial issue that had risen.9 The next day Mr. Jack sent the g~vern~r 
his resignation from the Board of Administrators stating, "I ~rotested ~gamst bis 
[Roy's] election. To remain on the Board would be to acquiesce .. This I cannot 

do .. 10 Within a week Governor Sanders replaced Attorney Jack with J.C. Foster, 
. II 

a Shreveport wholesale grocer and cotton factor. . . 
G.W. Jack's negative vote and subsequent res1gnat1on opened a fl~gate of 

white supremacy arguments against V .L. Roy's ~ppointmeat. The public press, 
especially The Shreveport Times. became the vehicle for many protesters. In one 
of the newspaper's columns, "Letters From the People," writers ~ash~ out at Pro
fessor Roy for fostering "social equality" with Ne~roes and for v10latm~ the tenets 
of white supremacy. •2 Mass meetings were held 10 towns such as. Bernie~, Mont
gomery, Lula, Campti, and Cous~atta ~nd~mning Roy. for ht~ teac~mg at ~ 
Negro institution and calling for his res1gnat1on. Other ~Hages mclu~1~g Clar 
ence, Marthaville, Pelican, Robeline, and Grand Cane crrculated petitions and 

· · R ' . t nt 13 
resolutions protestmg oy s appom me . . . . 

As virulent as the opposition was, there were other groups and md1v1dual~ who 
defended Professor Roy's selection in the public press and who welcomed hlDl to 

7Minutes Board of Administrators, State Normal School of Louisiana (typcwrillcn), 133, U~ive~ity 
Archives.' Archives Division. Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State Umvcrsily. 
Na1chitoches, Louisiana; cited bercaf1cr as A.D., E.P. W .M.L., N.S .U. 
Srhe Natchitoches Times, July 7, 1911. 
9rhe Daily Picayune. July 2, 1911; The Natchitoches Times. July 7, 1911 . 
tOrhe Daily Picayune, July 2, 1911; The Shreveport Times. July 3. 1911 . 
11 The Shre-.,epori Times. July 8, 1911. 
12The Shre-.,eport Times. July 5. 1911. July 10, 1911, July 21. 1911. 
131bid .. Jilly 1. 1911, July 10. 1911. July 13, 1911, July 14, 1911, July 17. 1911, July 19, 1911. 
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the Normal. An editorial in The Daily Picayune exclaimed, "The selection is in 
every way an admirable one as Prof. Roy is a Louisianian and bas achieved an envt
able reputation as an educator m the schools of the state.'' 14 His election was 
received with expressions of approval and promises of support by the citizens of 
Natchitoches. On July 11, Natchitoches Mayor Adolph L'Herisson accompanied 
by other leading local politicians and businessmen addressed over twelve hundred 
assembled students welcoming the new president and promising him the commu
nity's full cooperation. 15 Less than a week later, Colonel J. W. Nicholson, president 
of Louisiana State University at the time of Roy's graduation, published an exten
sive explanation of the young teacher's acceptance of a position at Southern Uni
versity. Knowing that young men had difficulty finding good positions in the 
1890s, Colonel Nicholson himself had advised V .L. Roy to accept a position at the 
Negro institution. The ex-Confederate colonel explained, "The South was just 
recovering from the wreck of rer..onstruction. Those of us who had gone through 
that dark period knew that our troubles with the Negroes bad largely grown out 
of the pernicious doctrines which had been instilled into their minds and hearts by 
Northern carpetbaggers." He continued" ... so the board [of Supervisors], all 
Southern men, determined, if possible, to select teachers imbued with Southern 
ideals and sentiments ... with the understanding that their relations with the 
Negroes would be purely and simply a business or professional relation There 
was no thought of social equality between the whites and blacks." Colonel Nichol
son fell that Roy had performed "a patriotic act- a splendid service to the State, 
the institution [Southern] and the Negroes" and pointed out that until bis appoint
ment to the Normal, nothing bad been said of bis years at Southern. 16 Additional
ly, V .L. Roy was praised by prominent people of his home parish of Avoyelles for 
his "past services in the cause of education, bis great administrative ability as an 
educator and his higb character." 17 Finally, the student body of the Louisiana 
State University Summer Normal School endorsed Roy's appointment, citing his 
outstanding services to Louisiana education and his "loyalty to white men's civili
zation. " 18 By the end of July, the public controversy subsided and Victor L. Roy 
settled into the routine of tbe president's office. 

However, opposition to President Roy was not dead. Since he had been elected 
simply to fulfill the unexpired term of J.B. Aswell, he had to stand for reelecuon 
to a four-year term in the summer of 1912. Again his election caused consternation 

14The Daily Picayune, July 3. 1911. 
I SThe Shreveport Times. July 11, 191 J. 
161bid., July 16, 1911. 
I 7tbid .• July 17, 191 I. 
18lbid .. July 22. 1911 
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and conflict Several members of the Board of Administrators. who fa~ored the 
· ·f B c Caldwell to the school's post, resigned in protest against what 

restorauon o · · H 11 h. Jf · · all" 
they considered gubernatorial dictation. Governor Luther ~ 1mse ongm J. 

favored the selection of ex-president Caldwell when he appointed the ne"': bo~rd, 
however by the time it met in 1912 the governor apparently had changed his mind. 
A Natchitoches newspaper reported that in a letter to one of the board m.embers 
the governor expressed "the belief that the best inter~sls of ~he school required the 

_ I t'on of President Roy."19 The local commumty, which also favored Cald-
re e ec 1 · h · d · · d I b d m 
well, was "stirred up'' and delegations of citizens met wit. m 1v1 ua . oar me -
bers at the local hotel to ascertain the governor's role 1.n the sel~ctton process. 
Whether Governor Hall attempted to dictate to the board 1s uncertain but ~ohn M. 
Parker of Monroe and Dr. J.W. Cockerham of Natchitoches _felt that hed1d. B~th 
men resigned their positions on the board in protest. According to The Natc!11to-

h T . the reason Governor Hall abandoned Caldwell in favor of President c es ,mes, . · f · d 
Roy was "political expediency." President Roy's South Lou1s1ana nen. s co~-
vinced the governor that the failure to reelect Professor R~~ would reflect d1scred1t 
on the Creole population which provided him m~ch poltt1cal support. However, 
John M. Foote, superintendent of Terrebonne Pansh. felt that th~ governor ~ant
ed to dismiss Roy because he had contributed to Hall's oppone_nl in the election of 
l 912. According to the superintendent, Governor Hall was dissuaded from such 
action by some of the president's friends. He wrote: 

Roy had bis ups and downs. He bad a host off nends all ~ver the state 
he also had a few enemies. When Luther Hall was runm~g for governor 
· t 912 Roy contributed some money to the party opposing Hall. Some 
~nf Roy'~ enemies wanted Roy out of the Normal and used this information 

to best advantage. 
At this same time. several parish superintendents were at the Normal 

giving a series of lectures and interviewing prospective teach_e~s. I was 
then superintendent of Terrebonne Parish. The Board of Adm1mstrat~rs 
were meeting that week and Governor Hall was in town for the meeting 
and to give Roy his notice of dismissal. Several of us went to talk to H~II 
in Mr. Roy's behalf. We were of some help to Roy b~~use he was not dis
missed that time. but was given a good lecture on poht1cs and college pres-

idents by Governor Hall.20 
. . 

Whether Governor Hail intervened or not, V.L. Roy was aga1~ nam~ presidc~t 
of the Normal School and, despite later removal attempts, continued in that posi-

tion for eighteen years. 

19The Natchitoches Times, September 6. 1912 p 'd 
20Quoted in Douglas. "Ro)," 24-25; The Natchitoches Timts, September 6. 1912. Later re.,1 tl 
Ro auributed thccontinuingopposiuon to him to the influence of Jnm~ B. As~cl.l V.L Roy to Ju ge 

H y B d lo July 20 1920 Roy Papers University Archive~. Archives D1v1s1on. Eugene P. Wat· 
omcr or e n. • • • . N h' h L · I nn · ·ited herca fter as son Memorial Library, Northwestern State Univcmty, ate 1toc es, ows a , c 

A.D .• E.P W.M. L., N.S.U. 

88 

Upward and Onward 

Victor L. Roy, although frail and short in stature, was a man of boundless ener
gy and decisive action. Sometimes he was abrupt in manners and speech and too 
defensive of his actions. Since be was not a professional educator by training, be 
did not espouse any particular educational philosophy. Yet his goals for the Nor
mal School were easily discernible. Like his predecessors. President Roy demand
ed that the school receive state financial support commensurate with its position. 
"The teachers of this institution should be the best in the State, because these are 
teachers of teachers," he wrote. ·•yet the Normal School pays the lowest salaries 
to teachers of any State institution. " 21 The Normal, he felt. was" ... a good school, 
one whose efforts are directed not at nourishes and a veneer of education but at the 
training of the minds and hearts of our students and the development of charac
ter.''11 To accomplish these lofty ends President Roy realized the school needed 
higher academic standards, diversified curricula, better-qualified faculty, 
expanded physical facilities. and extended student activities. Only then would the 
Normal reach its potential of supplying Louisiana with the best trained teachers 
possible. 

From the first days of his administration, President Roy worked methodically 
to enhance the Norma l's academic image. One of his first priorities was raising the 
school's admission requirements. In 1911 the ''formal curriculum consisted princi
pally of high school i;u bjects capped off with two years of teacher training. Conse-
q uently, an applicant to the Normal School was required to have completed only 
the first half of the eighth grade al that time.23 In 1914 the entrance standard was 
raised to completion of the ninth grade or second year high school and by 1917 ful
fillment of the third year of high school was demanded for admittance.24 Begin
ning in 1918, the Normal School required high school graduation for admission 
which was the same standard Tulane and Louisiana State University maintained. 
The raising of admission requirements benefited the school by gradually permit
ting the total elimination of secondary school work and the inclusion of more colle
giate level subjects.15 

2I V.L. Roy to Board of Apportionment. March 19, 1915. ibid 
22v L. Roy to F Authement, June I 5, 1923, 1b1d 
2) Bitnnia/ Rtport of the Stott Superintendtnt of Public Education To The Governor and Gtnera/ 
Assembly of Louisiana. Ill (Baton Rouge. 19 I 3). 122; cited hereafter a~ Bitnnia/ Report of State 
Superintendent. 1913. lll. 
24tbid.; Tht Normal Quarterly of the State Normal School. Natchitoches, Louisiana. Catalog. /9/9. 
Announcements for the Thirty-fifth Year. Rosttr of Students and Graduatts, Vl 11 {Apnl 1919). 16; 
cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly. /919; Si.'tlunth Biennial Report of 1he Louisiana S1att Normal 
School, Natchitoches, Lou,#ana, /916. Normal Quarter/yo/the Louisiana State Normal School. V 
(July 1916), 7; cited hereafter as Sixteenth Biennial Report. 19/6:Se~·enteenth Biennial Rtport of tht 
Louisiana State Normal School, Natchitoches. Louisiana. I 918. Normal Quarterly of the lm1isiana 
State Normal School, VII (July 1918), 11; cited hereafter as Se..-entunth Biennial Rtporr. /918. 
2SSevtntunrh Bitnnial Rtport, 1918. 11: Fiftunth Biennial Repor: of tht louisia/lQ State Normal 
School. Natchitochts. Louisiana. 1914 (o.p. [ 1914 )). 11; cited hereafter as Fifteenth Biennial Report, 
19/4. V.L. Roy lo John 0. Evjen, October 19, 1920, Roy Papers. University Archives, A.D .. 
E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U.; V.L. Roy to Phanor Breazeale, n.d., ibid. 
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Additionally. the high school graduation requirement was essential to the Nor
mal School's advancement to full collegiate rank through the granting of bache
lor's degrees. In July, 1918, the Louisiana legislature authorized state institutions 
of higher learning to confer the degree of bachelor of arts or science on candidates 
who had satisfactorily completed a four-year course of study "above and beyond 
graduation from an approved high school." Each of the four years had to include 
at least 180 school days.26 Under the provisions of this act, the Normal School 
Board of Administrators established a four-year course leading to the bachelor's 
of arts or science degree in May. 1919.27 Within a year, nearly one hundred stu
dents were working toward degrees and in 1921 the State Normal School grante-d 
its first 8.A. degrees to four graduates.28 By 1928, the last year of President Roy's 
biennial reports, the school had graduated 355 students with bachelor's degrees. 29 

The introduction of the baccalaureate program, in turn, led to the first change 
in the Normal School's name. By late I 920 there was movement building among 
the Normal's supporters to rename the institution to reflect its new degree
granting status. This was in line with general normal school development, since 
throughout the United States normal schools, as they eliminated high school work 
and instituted college level courses, sought to change their names to either state 
normal college or state teachers college.30 President Roy wrote of the Natchito
ches institution, "If this school is to rank as a college, it ought to be so named."31 

His first choice for a new name was state normal college but by the spring of 1921, 
he had changed his preference to state teachers college. Just the opposite occurred 
in a referendum taken among the alumni. The early returns favored the name 
teachers college but the ftnal alumni choice was normal college.32 E.O. Payne, rep-

26"An Act To authorize institutions to confer degrees; and repealing all laws and parts of laws in con
nict with this Act,·· Acts Passed by The General Asumbly of the State of Louisiana at The Regular 
Session Begun ond Held in the City of Baton Rouge on The Thirteenth Day of May, /918 (Baton 
Rouge, 1918),325. 
27Minutes, Board of Administrators, May 26, 1919. University Archives,A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; 
The Natchitoches Times, May 30, 1919. 
28£ighteenth Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches. Louisiana, /920. 
Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal School. IX (July 1920), 17; cited hereafter as Eigh
teenth Biennial Report, 1920, Nineteenth Biennial Report of1heS1ate Normal College. Natchitoches. 
Louisiano, 1922. Normal Quarterly of the Lo11isiana State Normal College. XI supplement (July 
1922), 3; cited hereafter as Nineteenth Biennial Report. I 922: The Shreveport Times. June 2, 1921. 
29rwenty-second Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal College, Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
The State Teachers College of Louisiana. 1928. Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal 
College. XVI l (January 1928), 6· 7: cited hereafter as Twenty-second Biennial Report, 1928. 
30y .L. Roy to J.E. Keeny. November 20, 1920, Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., 
N.S.U.: V.L. Roy to J .W. Bateman, Dcocmber 7. 1920. ibid 
llv.L. Roy to J.W. Bateman, December 7, 1920. ibid. 
J2Jbid.: V.L. Roy to John 0. Evjen, March 18, 1921, ibid.: E.O. Payne to V.L. Roy, April I, 1921, ibid. 
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resenting the alumni, appeared before the education commjttee of the constitu
tional convention to advocate the name of the Normal School be changed lo Loui
siana State Normal College. His arguments that the word "normal'' remain in the 
jnstjtution's title were so effective that the committee unanimously adopted the 
alumni's recommendation. Later the committee's report was accepted by the con
vention for inclusion in the consitution of 1921. Thus the [Louisiana] State Nor
mal School became the Louisiana State Normal College by the provisions of the 
constitution of l 921. 33 To many people, however, it was known, as it had always 
been, simply as the ''Normal." 

Besides renaming the Normal, the constitution of J 92 I also significantly modi
fied the college's administration by placing it and seven other state institutions 
under the supervision of a State Board of Education. The constitution specified 
that the legislature appropriate annually no less than seven hundred thousand dol
lars for the support and maintenance of eight institutions. The State Board of Edu
cation was given authority to apportion this sum among the institutions according 
to their needs. Any requests for additional legislative appropriations also had to 
have board approval.34 Under these constitutional provisions, in 1922 the General 
Assembly established the State Board, consisting of three appointed and eight 

33Pnanor Breazeale to V.L. Roy, May 8, 1921. ibid.; Constitution of the Sr are of Louisiana Adopled 
In Convenlion June 18. 1921 (Indianapolis. 1921 ).224: cited hereafter as 1921 Cons1iwrion. Although 
lhe Natchitoches insLitution had been named simply State Normal School when established in 1884, 
through the years "Louisiana•· bad sometimes been added to its name. Even the institution's own litera
ture, such as catalogs, often included Louisiana State Normal School in its title. lt was not unusual 
therefore for the 1921 Con$titution to erroneously use the name Louisiana State Normal School. 
341921 Constitution. 224-25. 
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elected memb~rs, and defined its duties and powers in detail. Among those powers 
was theauthonty to appoint an executive committee of two members and the State 
Superintendent of Education, who served as chairman, for each institution to "per
form such duties as may be required of them by the State Board of Education. ,,35 

Under this arrangement the old six-man Board of Administrators of the Normal 
School was replaced by a three-person executive committee appointed by and 
responsible to the Board of Education. Thus when the new State Board of Educa
tio_n took office in January, 1923, the Louisiana State Normal College lost much 
of1ts local autonomy. Henceforth, it would be subject to the State Board in all edu
cational matters. 

Before the establishment of the State Board of Education, however, President 
Roy and the Board of Administrators enjoyed twelve years of locally directing the 
growth of the Normal. They were especially active in the development of modified 
and new curricula. As admission requirements were gradually raised, all second
ary school work was relegated to the lower terms until it was finally completely 
eliminated in I 9 I 8. Of necessity, a cu rricu !um reorganization followed. Adv a need 
courses in languages, rural school organization, sociology, hygiene and sanitation, 
zoology, botany, physics, chemistry, history, economics, and mathematics filled 
the higher terms in place of secondary work. With the proliferation of courses, stu
dents were presented with the opportunity to concentrate in one of six areas: lan
guages, science and mathematics, music and art, rural training, social science, and 
industrial (manual training) or domestic science. Although these specializations 

35"An Act to pr~vi_de a State Boa~d_of E~ucation and Parish school boards, defining their duties and 
power~. and prov1d10g for the adm1nistrat1on and supervision of the public schools of Louisiana "Acls 
Passed by the Legislature of Jhe Sr are of Louisiana ar The Regular Session Begun and Held fn The 
C:lry of Baton Rouge on rhe Eighth Day of May, 1922 (Baton Rouge, 1922), 206-7. The eight institu· 
lions placed under lhe control of the State Board of EducaLion were the Louisiana Stale Normal Col
lege, ~ouisiana Polytechnic Institute, Southwestern Louisiana Institute of Liberal and Technical 
L~rnmg, State School for the Deaf, State School for the Blind, Southern University, Stale School for 
Bltnd ~egr~, and State Sch~I for Deaf Negroes. Under the new organization. the State Board of 
Education with the Stale Supenntendentas ex-officio secretary exercised administrative control of the 
~tate Normal College. Among the duties of the State Board were submitting biennially a budget, elect
mg the_ president and f~c~lty, determi?ing courses. of study, appropriating legislative funds, fixing 
cxpen~tu.res !'or new buildmgs, re.novauons, and maintenance and generally administering the affairs 
of the mst11u11on. The State Superintendent of Education was the "contact" person wi1h the State Nor
m_al_C?l~cgcand was responsible_forcarrying out IJ:<>ard policies relative to it and reporting the college's 
stalisu~,.to the governor and leg1slatu~e. Th~ president of the Normal was responsible for carrying out 
the poh~1es. of the board: However, his duties were still extensive including recommending appoint
ment, d1sm1SSal, promotion, and salary of all faculty "and employees: modifications and additions of 
departments and cou_rses of study; and construction and repa ir of buildings. He also submitted annual 
reports on t_he finan_c,al and general status of the Normal to lhe superintendent. Nonetheless, he could 
not ~s rea.dily put his own stamp on the Normal College since he shared responsibility for its adminis· 
irah~~ with the State Board and State Superintendent. Report of The Survey Commission on The 
Lou~s,ana State Normal College, The Louisialli1 Poly1ech11ic lnslitute. The Saurhwes1ern Louisiana 
l11s111ure (State Department of Education, 1924), 15-19: cited hereafter as Survey Commission 
Report. 
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were not rigid curricula, they did allow students to prepare specifically for high 

school teaching 36 . 

President Roy was especially proud of the rural training course estabhsh~d. m 
December, 1911, with J.W. Bateman as head of the department. Rural training 
was instituted in response to a demand for teachers principally prepared to teach 
in rural communities. Thus courses in agriculture, gardening. animal husbandry, 
poultry raising, dairying, home economics, farm implements a_nd i:nacbinery, agri
cultural and homemaking club work, and rural school organ1zat1on were offered 
to those interested in teaching in agricultural areas.37 Within a few years, rural 
education became one of the most popular and worthwhile curricula at the Nor-

mal. 
By l 9 J 4 the courses of study were further strengthened by additional a~vanced 

courses. At the same time special courses were instituted for those preparing to be 
primary and grammar grade teachers. Since these students_ were not require~ to 
take college level courses, except for English and professional cou~ses, review 
courses in arithmetic, English grammar, history, geography, and physiology com
prised their studies.38 Under the reorganization: fifty-six cr~its w~re required f~r 
graduation including twelve in professional subJects, sev~n m Enghsh._five ~ach m 
social sciences and physical sciences, and three each m mathematics, literary 
societies, and athletics. The remaining eighteen credits were "differentials·· 
included in the several courses of study.39 Obviously. the Normal School was in a 
transitory period of defining curricula designed to prepare teachers for the numer
ous and constantly changing teaching positions available in public schools. Four 
years of experimentation and innovation ensued before definite, detailed curricula 

emerged. 
Finally, b) 1918, two explicit curricula, the four-year professional course and 

the regular two-year course. bad evolved. The two-year course which prepared 
teachers for elementary teaching, contained twenty-four scholastic units. A unit 
represented sixty recitations of fifty-five minutes each or the equivalent_ of o~c
and-a-half college hours. The prescribed subjects numbered seventeen units whtle 
electives accounted for an additional seven units. Electives had to be chosen in 
groups of three or four subjects from two departments or as continuations of pre
scribed subjects. The two-year course included two sessions of thirty-six weeks or 
six twelve-week quarters. Studenb were allowed to specialize in one of the follow
ing: primary grades, intermediate grades, grammar grades, music and art, manual 
training. rural schools, domestic science and art. Upon completion of the program, 

368ie11nial Report of Slate Superi111e11dent. /913, 122, 124. 
371b1d .. 124. IC 
38 The Normal Quarurly of the /Auisiana State .'liormal Scr.oul Nat~hitod,es. LA .• .ifnnua atalog 
Announcemen1.1for Thmieth Year. /914-/915. Ill (Apnl 1914). 54. cued hereafter as Normal Quar· 
terly, /9/4-/9/5. 
l9tbid .• 34. 
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a student received a Normal diploma which was a state license to teach in any of 
the public schools in Louisiana.40 

The second curriculum, the four-year professional course in preparation for 
high school teaching, required two additional sessions of thirty-six weeks. The 
number of prescribed courses increased to twenty-five while electives numbered 
twenty-three for a total of forty-eight scholastic units. Of the electives, nine had 
to be chosen from a ''leading" major department, eight from a "second .. maJor 
department. and six were "free" electives. The areas of specialization for four-year 
students were: physical sciences and mathematics. biologjcal sciences and mathe
matics, English and history, Latin or French and social science, home economics. 
and manual training and mathematics. Jn addition to scholastic units, every Nor
mal student had to complete for graduation two literary society credits. two pen
manship credits, two library credits and one athletic credit for each quarter 
attended exclusive of summer quarters. After J 918, a student completing the four
year curriculum received a bachelor of arts degree. Through its two academic pro
grams, the Normal School prepared teachers for every position in Louisiana ·s pub
lic schools with the exception of teachers of commercial subJects.41 

After defining the on-campus curricula, President Roy immediately tu med his 
attention to the need for extending the Norma l's educational services to the teach
ers of Louisiana through correspondence courses. With the entry of the United 
States into World War I, many women students were leaving the Normal to fill 
teach in~ or business positions vacated by men entering military service. From an 
average need of five hundred new teachers annually in Louisiana. the number 
increased to one thousand in 1918:u To allow the temporary teachers to continue 
their education, in 1918 the State Normal School inaugurated correspondence 
courses. Under strict guidelines. textbooks were prescribed, courses outlined, and 
examinations required. In the first quarter six women enroJlcd for correspondence 
study.43 Within a year. all off-campus services were combined in the Extension 
Department. later renamed the Extension Division, under the direction of L.J. 
Alleman . Included in the djvision's activities were: correspondence study. exten-

40Seventeenth Biennial Report. I 918, 12; The Normal Quarterly of the State Normal School. Natchi
toches. /Auisiana. The Ntw Four Ytar Professional Course Including The Regular Two-Year 
ffurse, VI (July 1917). 3, 6-7; cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly. /917 

Seventeenth 81enmal Report, 1918. 12: Normal Quarterly, /917, 3, 6, 9-10; The Normal Quarterly 
of rhe Stare Normal School, Natch,uxhes. /Auisiana. Catalog. /921 Announcements for Thirty·· 
seventh Year. Rosrerof Students and Graduates/or 1920, X (April 1921 ), 77; cited hereafter as Nor· 
ma/ Quarterly. 191/. ln 1922 the cumculu were modified somewhat so that students could specialize 
tn home economics, rural education, music and art, English and history. mathematics and physical sci· 
encc, mathematics and natural science. and English and foreign languages m lhe four-year program 
and primary grades, intermediate grades. and grammar grades in the two-year program Nineteenth 
81tnnial Report, /922. 5. 
42The Normal Quarter/~· of the Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches. Lo. Annual Catalog. 
1918. Announctmentsfor Thirty-fourth Year, /918-19/9. VII (April 1918), 36, 61:cited hereafter as 
Normal Qu'!_rttrly, 1918: Normal Quarterly. 1919. 18 
43Normal Quarterly. /918. 61; V.L Roy to the Faculty. June 8. 1918. Roy Papers, University 
Archives, A.O., E.P.W ML. N.S.U 
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sion classes. bureau of lectures and institutes. bureau of educational measure
ments, appointment bureau and alumni activities, department of visual instruc
tion. and public school services.44 Individual correspondence study, carrying a fee 
of ten dollars a course, became an integral and growing function of the Normal 
School. For groups of a five to ten minimum, extension classes were taught for a 
fee of ten dollars a student per unit course. 

The appointment bureau and alumni activities, established in I 912, assisted 
school officials in locating suitable teachers and Normal graduates in finding 
desirable positions. It also directed all alumni activities. The department of visual 
instruction loaned films and slides to state high schools without cost. President Roy 
requested a special appropriation of ten thousand dollars in 1922 to expand the 
visual instructional services of the Normal, exclaiming "no better education 
investment can be made .... 45 The department of public school service aided high 
schools in preparing debates. orations, and dramatic entertainments, and in orga
nizing physical education courses and athletic contests. It also assisted teachers 
with any classroom problems they might encounter in their teaching. As if these 
services were not enough, the extension division also aided school superintendents 
and boards in conducting campaigns for school consolidation and schoolhouse 
building as well as fund raising. 46 The extension division was the outreach arm of 
the early Normal School and, as such, performed a vital function in servicing Loui
siana's educational system. At the same time it gave the Normal instant recogni· 
tion throughout the state. 

President Roy's curricular innovations dwindled after 1923 because the Louisi
ana State Normal College fell under the jurisdiction of the State Board of Educa
tion which decided to adopt uniform curricula for all state teacher training institu
tions. By that time. despite opposition from President Roy and Natchitoches, there 
were two other state schools. Louisiana Polytechnic Institute and Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute, with teacher training departments. Neither program had 
been established by legislative enactment or State Board directive; rather, both 
simply developed in response to a demand for more and better prepared teach
ers.47 '\ionetheless, as early as 1913, Superintendent T.H. Harris had recogni1ed 
the Norma l's inability to supply adequately the number of teachers needed annu
ally in Louisiana public schools and had recommended the creation of teacher-

44Normal Quarterly, 1919, 65; The Normal Quarterly of the State Normal School. Natchitoches, 
Louisiana. Catalog. /920. Announcements/or the Thirly-si:xth Year. Rostero/Studtllls and Gradu
ates/or 1919. IX (January 1920), 62-66; cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, 1920 
45Ni~teenth Biennial Report. 1921, 8. 
46Normat Quarterly, 1920, 63-66 
47 TS.H. Harris to V.L. Roy.September 13, 1924, Roy Papers.University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., 
N .. U. 
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training departments al the Ruston and Lafayette industrial institutes and the 
establishment of two additional state normal schools. "The teacher is ninety-nine 
per cent (sic] of the school system, and 1tshould be thepurposeoftheStatc to make 
it possible for every child to be taught by a competent teacher," he declared.48 

Natchitoches reacted angrily to Superintendent Harris's suggestions for com
petitive teacher-training institutions. A "Citizens' Committee," headed by Milton 
T. Cunningham, prepared a report of statistical information arguing against any 
increase in the number of teacher-training institutions in the state. Comparing 
Louisiana to other southern states, the report claimed Louisiana was not financial· 
ly able to support additional teacher-training institutions, that an increase in the 
number of institutions would not necessarily boost the number of teachers propor
tionately, and that if supplemental normal facilities were needed, they could most 
efficiently and economically be provided at the already existing State Normal 
School.49 However, the pressing demand for qualified teachers prevailed and, by 
1914. both the Louisiana Industrial Institute and the Southwestern Louisiana 
Industrial Institute had teacher-training departments.50 Years later, President 
Roy wrote Superintendent Harris questioning the legality of these programs. The 
superintendent, hoping to eradicate Roy's Hngering doubts concerning the legal 
status of them, responded, "The legislative acts authorizing the establishment of 
the two schools in question give authority for the establishment of almost any and 
all departments that may be desired. So I think it is cori'ect to assume that the 
development of teacher training in the two schools represents no violation of 
law."51 Subsequently, the general education act of 1922 authorized the State 
Board to approve teacher-training departments in normal schools and private col
leges.52 President Roy was still not convinced that the two industrial institutes 
should compete with the Normal in teacher training or that their programs were 
legal. When an oversuppl) of elementary teachers developed in the late twenties 
and Normal graduates were without employment, he recommended that elemen
tary teacher-training programs be eliminated at other state schools and that only 
the Normal be allowed to train elementary teachers since, "This school is the only 
institution specificaJiy authorized by the constitution and by legislative enactment 
to train teachers for public service in the elementary grades." He contended that 
the other schools undertook teacher training on the basis of State Board resolu
tions and that twice the legislature had refused to authorize such programs. 53 The 

4SBiennial Rtport of State Superintendent, 191 J, Ill, 44, 46. 
49The Natchitoches Times, June 5, 1914. 
SOsurvey Commission Report, 14. 
SIT.H Harris 10 V.L. Roy, Sep1ember 13. 1924, Roy Paper... University Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L.. 
"1.S.U. 
~2T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy, Scp1ember 25, 1924, ibid. 
Hrwenty-second Biennial Report, 1928. 11. In l 9191he Alexandria Chamber of Commerce launched 
a movemenl 10 have 1he Stole Normal moved there. The Natdritoches l:.'nterprise, September 4. I I, 
18. 1919; The Natchitochn fimts. Augus1 29, 1919. 
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protest~ of Pr~si~cnt Roy and the Natchitoches citi1enry produced no positive 
results in restricting teacher training to the Normal. 

Thus, the State Board of Education had three stale teacher-training programs, 
the New Orleans Normal, and several programs in private colleges to direct. In the 
ma.tter of curricula, the board determined to prescribe definite courses of study 
which all teacher-training institutions would offer. T he proposed curricula were 
prepared by a State Department committee headed by John R. Conniff and then 
reviewed and modified in a two-day conference attended by Dr. A.B. Dinwiddie. 
chairman of t he State Board Committee on Education, the presidents of the teach
er-training institutions, and members of their faculties . Although President Roy 
endorsed (he curricula as amended in the conference, he later opposed them on two 
?as~s: 0rst, that curricula should be made by the president and facu lty of each 
1nst1tullon and not the State Department of Education, and, secondly. he objected 
to the curricula themselves.54 Again, President Roy's opinions were disregarded 
when the State Board adopted ten structured curricula and nol majors around 
whi~h courses of study might be developed. The ten board-approved, four-year 
curr_1cula lead ing to a bachelor of arts degree were: science-mathematics, English
fore~gn language. English-social science, home economics, science-agriculture, 
music, art, grammar grade, intermediate grade, and kindergarten-primary. Seven 
of t hese were designed for high school work while three were for elementary teach
ers, supervisors, and principa ls. 1n choosing a curriculum, the Normal College 
warned studc.nts not to consider on ly their own personal likes and abilities but also 
the demand for teachers in prospective fields. The college reserved the right to 
rest.rict enrollment in curricula that were overcrowded and presented little oppor
tunity for employment after graduation.55 A year earlier the Normal had elimi nat
ed all two-year curricula leading to the Normal diploma with the provision that 
~ny student ~caving after lwo years would receive an elementary professional cer
!ificate provided a ll required work in education had been completed. 56 However, 
m 1928, thre~ two-year curricula, grammar grade, intermediate grade, and kin
dergarten-primary, were restored to the offerings of the State Normal College.57 

54 
Minutes of A Meeling_ofThe Stat I! Board of Education of Louisiana Held At The Louisiana State 

Normal College. Natchitoches. Thursday. November 12th. /915 (T.H. Harris, 1925) 23-24· cited 
~!reafter as Slate Board Minutes. November 12. 1925. · ' 

The Normal Quarterly State Normal College. Catalog /927. Announcements for Forry-Third 
Year. RosteroJSwdents and Graduates for Year 1916, XVI (April 1927) 28; cited hereafter 3 · N _ 
ma/ Quarterly. /927. • s or 
56

The Normal Quarterly of the Stat,: Normal Collegt•. Catalog 1916. Announcements For Forty
Second Year. Roster of Students and Graduate.,· For Year J 925. XV (April 1926). 25; cited hereafter 
~~ N~rmal Quarterly. 1926. 
- /The Normal Quarterly of the State Normal College/. Announcements for Forty-Founh Year of 
/he S.tate Normal <;ollegi·. Catalug, 1928. Roster of Swde111s and Graduatn Far Year /927, XVII 
(Apnl 1928), 30; cited hereafter ns Normal Quarterly. /928. 
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In addition to curricula revisions, President Roy raised the Normal College's 
academic standards by several other changes. Among these was the institution of 
a quality point system in 1926. A student earned four quality points for an A, three 
for a 8, two for a C. one for a D. none for an E, and forfeited one for an F. One hun
dred and sixty quality points were required for graduation from a two-year pro
gram and three hundred and fifty for a bachelor of arts degree. To be on the honor 
roll, a student had to earn three times as many quality points as credit hours and 
a student's course load the next term was determined by the number of quality 
points earned in the previous term.58 Superintendent Harris saw no value in the 
point system and questioned the wisdom of it. In his view a student either passed 
or failed in his work and was allowed to continue or not accordingly.59 President 
Roy, on the other hand, felt that the point system was "the most effective scheme 
for promoting good work on the part of students that has ever been devised," and 
his faculty agreed with him. He felt that awarding quality points encouraged stu
dents to do the best work possible and pointed out that leading institutions 
throughout the nation had adopted the system.60 This time his views prevailed as 
the State Normal College retained the point system. 

Often the Normal president had to defend the institution's academic practices 
against change or attack. For instance, in 1923, the State Board recommended 
that the two-year diplomas issued by the Normal College be discontinued. 
Although he recognized that this would eventually occur, President Roy recom
mended that the awarding of diplomas be continued until the spring of 1925, so 
that those students already enrolled could complete their programs and receive the 
expected diplomas. He also voiced concern that enrollment would drop in the two
year programs if a teacher received the same first grade certificate for two years 
of college work that she received by examination. Young people, he felt, would 
enter teaching via examination and not professional training unless they received 
a distinctive diploma for normal work.61 President Roy won a partial victory. The 
Normal diplomas were continued until I 925, but no special designation was given 
certificates issued for Normal training.62 In 1923, President Roy also expressed 
anger with Louisiana State University's refusal to recognize totally the Normal 
College's credits and degrees." ... it makes me terribly sore to be dealt with as we 
have been all along by Professor [E.L.] Scott and certain committees of the faculty 

58Normal Quarterly, 1916. 65; Normal Quarterly, /928, 61-62. 
59T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy.September 15. 1923. Roy Papers, Universily Archives, A.D. , E.P.W.M.L.. 
N.S.U. 
()OV.L. Roy 10 T.H. Harris, September 17, 1923, ibid. 
61 V .L. Roy to T .H . Harris, November 1, 8, 1923, ibid. 
62T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy, November 5, 1923, ibid In 1924 the State Board of Education adopted a 
certification plan which eliminated earning certificates by examination. T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy, 
March 13, 1924, ibid. It also created a life1ime elementary certificate thus eliminating the necessity 
of renewing certificates every five years . T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy, March 31 , 1924. ibid . 
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of the University .... It may be that I am not an impartial judge in this 
matter .... But I wish to say that I feel thal this blow is like that of the pugilist who 
hits below the belt."63 President Roy's rage forced Superintendent Harris into 
action. After several meetings with LSU authorities, the superintendent received 
assurances that work done at the Louisiana State Normal College, Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute, and Southwestern Louisiana Institute would receive full 
credit at the university although transferring students might still have to make up 
certain deficiencies.64 Still not satisfied with the university's answer, President 
Roy further recommended that a university committee study the state colleges' 
curricula and inform the presidents of conditions that would be placed on their 
graduates entering M.A. programs.65 Although relations between the university 
and other state colleges did not improve vastly because of the jealousy between 
them, President Roy had ably defended the academic credibility of the State Nor
mal College and, ironically, that of its two most serious competitors- the Lafay
ette and Ruston institutions. 

Even though President Roy sometimes found him~elf defending the Louisiana 
Polytechnic and Southwestern Louisiana Institutes along with the Normal Col
lege in order 10 achieve a desired end, he more often fought the sister institutions. 
In particular, he scrutinized their policies and actions in light of State Board regu
lations and, when he found violations. he reported them to Superintendent Harris 
requesting remedial action. [n 1922 the Normal President learned that other state 
institutions were violating a State Board regulation restricting a student lo no 
more than one-half hour credit per week. Some state colleges were allowing stu
dents to exceed the maximum in summer sessions.66 When President Roy protest
ed, the State SuperinLendent promptly reminded the presidents of all state institu
tions of the board's policy, stating, ''I am sure all of you will agree with me that a 
small number of hours thoroughly mastered is to be preferred to a larger number 
of hours not thoroughly mastered. "67 Obviously, not all agreed, for in 1924 Super
intendent Harris, after receiving another complaint from President Roy, again 
warned the college presidents to abide by State Board regulations. At the time, 
President Roy felt that the Normal College was losing summer school students to 
other state colleges where they could earn more hours and thus graduate sooner,68 

The Normal president was not willing to overlook anything detrimental to the 
Normal College even if it meant fighting the State Board, State Superintendent, 
and/or other state institutions. 

6Jy L Ro) to T.H Harris. September 24, 1923, ibid. 
64T.H Harris to V L. Roy, J.E. Keeny, and E.L. Stephens, October 20, I 923. ibid 
6Sy L. Ro) 10 TH. Harri~. October 22, 1923, ibid 
66V,L. Roy to T.H . Harri~. January 30, 1922, ibid. 
<•7T.H Harris to Thomas D Boyd, A.B Dinwiddie, V L. Roy, J.E. Keen). and E.L. Stephen~. febrJ· 
ary J. 1922, 1b1d .. T.H Harm to Thoma) D Boyd, V.L. Roy, and E.L.Stephens, March 8, 1922, ibid. 
611v.L. Roy to TH. Hams, June 7. 1924, 1b1d.; T .H Harris to V.L. Roy, J.E. Keeny, and E.L. Ste
phens. June 9, 1924, ibid. 
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Besides defending the academic integrity of the institution, President Roy also 
improved the image of the Louisiana State Normal by raising the standards of the 
faculty. ln 1912 there were forty-five faculty members. Of this number, none he~d 
doctorates, four had master's degrees, fifteen bachelor's degrees, and twenty-six 
no degree. By 1928 the figure had jumped to eighty-seven with six doctor's, thirty
five master's and forty-one bachelor's degrees and only five with no degree.69 Hav
ing an academic degree, however. was not all President Roy demanded of his facul
ty. He also felt that they should have normal training. ''Mere scholarship is not its 
(a normal school's) sole purpose, although its importance in any scheme of teacher 
tratning is fully recognized and appreciated. What is required'. over and be~ond 
scholarship, is a training in those professional branches, theoretical and pracucal, 
which make for orderly and scientific procedure in the teaching process." The 
teacher must "not merely know what is to be taught, but also be trained in and 
practice the most approved educational methods."70 President Roy applied these 
guidelines when hiring faculty and then complained bitterly when he could not pay 
them adequate salaries. As early as 19 I 5 be notified Governor Newton C. Blan
chard that the average salary at the Normal was below those of other normal 
schools and other state schools. 71 Five years later he exclaimed "the teachers of the 
Normal School and its employees are generally unpaid [sic] ." Comparing the 
State Norma l's average salary with those of other normal schools in 1920, Presi
dent Roy angrily concluded, "To assume that the State Normal School of Louisi
ana can. by some hocus-pocus, be operated as efficientJy as the normal schools of 
other states at a salary cost which is from 11 per cent to 28 per cent lower than 
theirs, is folly." He noted that the previous year eleven teachers had resigned 
because of low salaries and others were threatening to leave "unless they can nor
mally expect to be paid enough to maintain themselves and their families in the 
manner in which men and women in their positions are expected to do and should 
do."72 At times President Roy also found it difficult to hire teachers who could 
command higher salaries elsewhere.73 

69H. Lee Prather, "President Victor Leander Roy. 1911-1929" m Fiftieth Anni~ersar} of the Act of 
The Legislature Establi&hmg The Louisiana State Normal School, 1884-1934" (typcwrmen), cited 
hereafter as Prather, "Roy"; Normal Quarterly. /928. . 
70 Normal Quarterly. / 919. 17-18. Even though President Roy wanted his fo.cult) to have normal train
ing, be oppo:,ed a propo:,al of Superintendent Harm m.1924 to ha veal! college faculty secure state c_cr 
ufication. "Applying the pnnciple or teacher certification wh~ch prevails m t~e graded school~ and h1g~ 
~chools to the members of the faculties of state colleges will be resented m some quarters I fear 
Because or the e1lpresscd opposition or state college presiden~. Mr. Harris dropped his proposal V l. 
RoytoT.H. Harris, April 17.1924. Ro} Papers, Universil) Archives.A.D .. E.P.W M.L, .S.U .. ! H. 
Harris to E.L. Stephens, J.E Keeny, V .L. Roy, A.J Caldwell, G.C. Huck.a by and J .S Clark, Apnl 22, 
1924, ibid. . . . 
71v.L. Roy to N .C. Blanchard and J L. Bryan, February 13, 1915. Roy Papers, University Arch1v~. 
A.O., E.P W M.L.. N.S,U. 
12£ightunth B,nmial Rtport. /920. 11. . 
'JG Vernon Bennett to V.L. Roy, April 6, 1921. Roy Papers, Univemty Arch1ves.A.D .. E.P.W.M.L .. 
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The lack of adequate state support, although significant, was not the source of 
all salary problems at the Normal. Equally responsible were President Roy's per
sonal prejudices. He felt that married men were more desirable than bachelors and 
thus should be paid more and that all men should be paid more than women ?f 
equal qualification. 1n 19 I 7 the Normal bad only one male faculty member paid 
as little as fifteen hundred dollars annually but only two women paid over that 
amount. 74 In l 9 l 8, when there were t wenty-si:x male and twenty-nine fem ale 
instructors at the Normal, the average salary for men was $2,076.92 and 
$1,328.57 for women.75The next year the average salaries of both men and women 
faculty increased but the disparity between them was reduced only about 
$32.00.76 By 1928 the average salary bad risen to $1,821 at the Normal. but the 
sex disparity continued. At this time, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute's average 
was higher while that of the Southwestern Louisiana Institu~e was lower.~7 

V .L. Roy's discriminatory policies against women, along w1th some of his other 
unpopular practices, came under attack in 1919 when two women faculty m~m
bers together with some citizens of Natchitoches, leveled charges of wrongdoing 
and incompetency against him. The affair began with Miss Noelie Hart who was 
a French teacher and a dormitory matron at the Normal. In 19 I 9 she refused to 
provide President Roy with certain information he requested and, as a re~ult, suf
fered the "indignity" of being dismissed as matron. Thereup_o~, M1ss Hart 
resigned her teaching position and appe~led to the Board of Adm1~1stra~~rs for. a 
redress of her grievances. The board decided that the Normal president acted in 

the interest of the institution" in firing Miss Hart as matron, since she refused a 
legitimate administrative request for information and also upheld his decision not 
to pay her after the date of her resignation. Following Miss Hart's appearance, 
Miss Cecile Mandot went before the board to explain the circumstances of her res
ignation. After five year's service at the Normal, Miss Mandot contended that she 
had been "unjustly dealt with" by President Roy "whose policies, meth~s and 
administration she repeatedly attacked." Miss Mandot ended her presentation by 
submitting a list of specific charges against President Roy and asking for his dis
missal. The administrators, hoping to end an unpleasant situation as soon as possi-

74v. L. Roy to David Felmley, May 21, 1917, ibid. . . 
75Public School Situation in Louisiana. Session of /918-1919. Ill of Biennial Report. Sessions of 
/917-18 and /9/8-19 (Balon Rouge, n.d.), 20; cited hereafter as Public School Situation. /918-J 919. 
16Pub/ic School Siruation in Louisiana. Session 1919-/920, I of Biennial Report. 1919-/920 and 
/910-1 J (Baton Rouge, n.d.), 20; cited hereafter as Public School Situation. /9/9-1920. 
77State Departmem of Education of Louisiana. Annual Report for the Session 1918-29 (Baton Rouge. 
n.d.), 188. 
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ble, resolved that the charges against the Normal president were not well-founded, 
that his service was satisfactory, and that the request for his dismissal was denied. 
When the board voted on its resolution exonerating President Roy, however, T.L 
Weaver, the resident administrator, voted in the negative. Fearing a possibly unfa
vorable investigation of his conduct, President Roy immediately made a very 
unusual motion. He suggested that his long-time friend and supporter. Superin
tendent T.H. Harris, conduct a thorough inquiry of his administration and report 
back to the board. President Roy's motion was approved and Superintendent Har
ris subsequently launched an investigation of his administration which resulted in 
130 pages of testimony.78 

Superintendent Harris's investigation lasted six weeks and included not only 
those charges made by Miss Mandot but also other questions submitted by The 
Natchitoches Times and by T.L. Weaver on behalf of the Normal faculty and stu
dent body. In his inquiry, T.H. Harris interviewed faculty, senior class members, 
alumni enrolled in summer school, school and boarding club officials, prominent 
Natchitoches citizens, and V .L. Roy himself. He also attempted to contact by cor
respondence other Normal faculty who were away for the summer. The first part 
of Superintendent Harris's report based on these interviews dealt with twelve 
questions concerning President Roy's conduct of Normal School affairs posed by 
The Natchitoches Times. Among the newspaper's allegations of wrongdoing were 
Mr. Roy's holding stock in a grocery company dealing with the Normal, bis favor
ing another company in buying school supplies, his letting the Texas and Pacific 
Railway use Normal facilities free of charge, his falsifying board minutes, his 
investing club funds in unregistered Liberty bonds. his permitting an insurance 
policy to lapse on a Normal building which subsequently burned, his allowing the 
Normal club to lose money the previous session, and his participating in locating 
and later floating a bond issue for surf acing Jefferson Highway when he was presi
dent of a land company that realized profits from these improvements79 

President Roy was exonerated of all wrongdoing in every instance by T.H. Har
ris's investigation. The superintendent found that the Avoyelles Wholesale Com
pany did receive large orders from the Normal, but they were made by the pur
chasing agent. or stewardess, and not by the president. Furthermore, Mr. Roy sold 
his stock in the company upon learning it was dealing with the boarding club. Con
cerning the Normal's business dealing with the Foster and Glassell Company of 
Shreveport, Superintendent Harris concluded that the prices offered were good 
and that there was no legal reason why the Normal should not deal with the con
cern even though one of its owners, J.C. Foster. was vice-president of the NormaJ's 
Board of Administrators. In regard to the railroad issue, Mr. Harris reported that 
Mr. Roy had actually gained concessions from the Texas and Pacific Railway 

78Minutes, Boord of Administrators, May 26, 1919, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W. M.L.. N.S.U. 
79Ibid., July 10. 1919. 
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Company for their use of Normal property. lnstead of just issuing a free pass to the 
school's president as in the past, the company agreed to remove some of its build
ings and track and to build a spur to the Normal's coal house, thereby saving the 
school at least one thousand dollars annually for hauling coal. On the issue of board 
minutes, the superintendent concluded that no records were changed or falsified 
while the investment of club funds in Liberty bonds was done with the approval of 
the board and upon the recommendation of a Natchitoches banker. The issue of 
the loss of fifteen hundred dollars wben an uninsured barn burned remained con
troversial. Mr. Roy stated that he relied on a local insurance agent to inform him 
when the policy expired but received no such warning. The agent, however, 
claimed that he notified the president both by phone and letter but received no 
instructions to prepare a new policy. Regarding the financial loss of the boarding 
club, Mr. Harris admitted it but explained that the administrators had refused to 
raise board costs until the surplus of the club had been exhausted. On the Jefferson 
Highway issue, the superintendent concluded that Mr. Roy had no intention of 
establishing a real estate company on the highway until some months after the pas
sage of the bond issue for its irnprovement.80 

Following the disposition of the questions offered by The Natchitoches Times. 
Superintendent Harris reported on his investigation of the charges made by Miss 
Cecile Mandot. Her charges were more personal in nature and included, among 
others, that President Roy was incompetent, dishonest, prejudiced against women, 
untruthful. uncultured, and a man of rash judgment. Miss Mandot also claimed 
Mr. Roy was innucnced by political motives, fostered a spy system at the school, 
had immoral men on the faculty, and was generally hated by the faculty and stu
dents. According to Mr. Harris's inquiry, most of these charges were unfounded, 
although he did admit that President Roy was a man of rash judgment and was 
"sometimes abrupt and shows a lack of consideration for the feelings of others with 
whom he deals .... " Concerning the charge of discrimination against women, 
Superintendent Harris reported that women faculty were paid less than men facul
ty but that this policy was based on board action and was not a presidential deci
sion. Next he took up the claims ofT.L. Weaver, the resident board administrator, 
that "the faculty was practically a unit in opposition to Mr. Roy, and that he was 
thoroughly disliked by a great majority of the students.'' After interviewing facul
ty members, students, and graduates, Mr. Harris concluded both charges were 
unfounded. Many faculty members fell the president was too impulsive and dis
courteous in his dealings with them but the majority demanded no change in 
administration. Meanwhile, the students stated that they had always received a 
''square deal" from President Roy.81 
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In the last section of his investigative report. Superintendent Harris submitted 
information he gathered from prominent Natchitoches citizens. Nine citizens 
were questioned extensively with notes being taken. Some twc.nty o_r thirty others 
were casualJy interviewed. Again, Mr. Roy was accused of losing bis temper, act
ing upon impulse, and using hasty judgment. Of the nine citizens who gave state
ments four f cit that President Roy should resign, four believed he was an excellent 
presid~nt, and one was noncommittal. The interviews led Mr._Harris to st~te. "It 
is true that Mr. Roy would not sweep the city of Natchitoches in a popularity con
test." He then completed his report with three general conclusions: 

1. Mr. Roy bas unquestionably.on many occasions, given exhibitions of hasty 
temper and failure to consider properly the feelings and judgment of t~ose 
with whom be has dealt, with the result that frequently when quest1ons 
were settled in the right manner, the feelings of teachers and others were 
uselessly hurt, and that in some instances serious mistakes were made. 

2. There have been for a number of years or more teachers on the Normal 
School faculty who were out of sympathy with the president of the Norm~! 
School and made no effort to cooperate with him, but. to the contrary, it 
appears, have, to a considerable degree, been disposed to place obstructions 
in his way. 

3. Mr. Roy bas advanced the scholarship standards of the institution, he has 
given every ounce of his first-rate ability to the management of the school, 
and in the opinion of those best situated to judge, he has been highly sue 
cessful in his efforts.82 

Unhappy with Mr. Harris's inquiry, C. M. Cunningham of The_ Natchit.oches 
Times attacked the way the investigation was handled but to no avail. Superinten
dent Harris moved that his report be accepted and that President Roy's salary be 
raised to five thousand dollars immediately because of his successful administra
tion of the Normal. Thus the Normal president emerged from the investigation 
with a raise, a vindicated record, but also some very bitter enemies who would not 
admit def eat.83 

V .L. Roy's critics made one last serious attempt to have him removed in 1921 
This time they approached Governor John M. Parker with reports of "tr~ublcs~·; 
at the State Normal School and a request that Roy not be reelected president. 
President Roy denied any problems at the school and attributed the enmity toward 
him to a small clique of Natchitoches men "who have always been opposed and 
who could no more be just to me than they could fly." Among his opponents he 
included C.M. Cunningham, T.L. Weaver, Ed Payne, Julius Aaron, and J.L. 

821bid. 
831bid. U · A h" A D E p W M I 84T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy, April 21, 1921, Roy Papers, navers1Ly re 1vcs. · ., · · · · · ·· 
N.S.U.; V.L. Roy to J.W Bateman. May 16, 1921. ibid. 
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Westb~oo_k. He feared that these men bad already persuaded the governor that 
local f nct1on at ~he Normal could be uprooted only by his removal. Def ending him
self and expressing anger. President Roy threatened to leave schoolwork altogeth
er. "What inducement is there for one to work as I have worked, with indomitable 
energy, to run the gauntlet of criticism and opposition merely because r have fear
les~ly Stood for the.right always - I say, what inducement is there for me to contin
ue in school work m the state?"85 Yet, he hoped that Governor Parker in fairness 
would al~ow his friends to present his case before making any decision on the Nor
mal presidency. President Roy's despair deepened when a friend warned him that 
the governor was being forced to give concessions in order to pass his programs in 
the cons ti tu tional convention. 86 

Fortunately for the Normal pr~sident, the Board of Administrators met May 
30, l 921, at the ~ormal ~chool with Governor Parker in attendance. y L. Roy's 
supporters and friends setzed the opportunity to defend him in a meeting with the 
~ove:orat the school. President Roy joyfully described the aftermath of the meet
ing: The governor was here Monday and looked fully into the situation. As the 
~~sult he_l~ft here with his mind fully made up to have me reelected president. The 
I mal dec1s1on came at a conference held in the faculty room at three o'clock Mon
day afternoon when twenty-five of our leading citizens presented my case to the 
gove~n_or."8

~ Governor Parker further expressed his confidence in V.L. Rov's 
~dmm1stralion when he named three new persons to the Board of Administrat~rs 
tn place of three m~mbers whose terms had expired. All the new appointees were 
acceptable to President Roy and included Mrs. D.C. Scarborough of Natchito
ch~s, Henr~ E. Walker of New Orleans, and Dr. Emil Regard of Mansura. With 
a sigh of relief, President Roy proclaimed, "So far as Jam informed, there will be 
no me~ber of t~e Board in ~ny_way inimical to me. " 88 Jn the months following his 
reelection, President Roy d1smissed several faculty members whom he considered 
trou~lemakers and then reported to Superintendent Harris "that all forces are 
working together harmoni~~sly.''89 A year later, he felt that ''the faculty is strong
er_than e~: and shows a spmt of coop~ration that has too often been lacking on the 
Hill. · · · _A~ last he could once agam turn his undivided attention to improving 
the academic image of the State Normal School. 

Despi_t~ increased admission requirements and improved academic standards 
the Lou.1s1ana State Normal College had never gained recognition by the Souther~ 

85
V.L. Rov to T .H. Harris April 1 3 192! ·b·d. v L R 

8bJ w B · · - · • 1 1 •• • • oy lo J .W. Bateman May 16 19,1 "b"d 
S7 . • a1eman 10 V L. Roy, May 17. 1921. ibid. ' . - .1 l . 

88 V.L. Roy 10 J.W. Bateman. June I. 1921 , ibid. 
V. L. Roy 10T.H . Harris, JuncJ, 1921 ibid ·TH Harris y · · 

toJ.C. Fos1er.Junell 192! ibid · The.Sh ·· · · .,,. toJ .L.Roy, June6, 192t , 1b1d.: Y.L.Roy 
89v. L Roy to J W . B , .S reveporr , ,mes, une 14, 1921. 
E.P. W.M.L., N S ·u . a teman. eptember 6, 1921. Ro) Papers , University Archives. A.O., 
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Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. As long as it was denied accredita
tion, the college's degrees were not fully recognized by some other institutions and 
its students suffered disadvantages in both obtaining teaching positions and pursu
ing graduate studies. "There is a lot of confusion and discussion at present because 
colleges do not accept credits from this Normal. The students are just now realiz
ing that they are not on the accredited list and it is causing an uproar.''91 President 
Roy became outraged when he learned that in 1921 the Southern Association had 
recognized Louisiana and Centenary Colleges, two private denominational insti
tutions, but not the Louisiana State Normal College. This meant the- Normal's 
graduates would not be hired by high schools seeking accreditation by the associa
tion. In his anger, President Roy accused C .A. Ives of the State Department of 
Education of deliberately omitting the State Normal College as well as the Lafay
ette and Ruston institutions from the list of associated colleges he recommended 
to the Southern Association. Mr. Ives denied the accusation explaining that the 
three state colleges were not considered for approval since they had not submitted 
formal applications.92 Neither Mr. lves's explanation nor Superintendent Harris's 
assurances of his employee's good will toward the Normal placated President Roy. 
"So far as I am individually concerned, I can only discover, in the action he [lvcs] 
toQk in this matter, another manifestation of his well-known antagonism to Nor
mal and failure to appreciate the work of the institution and of its graduates."9

' 

He questioned Superintendent Harris: "Can you imagine how humiliating it is to 
me after twelve year's hard work raising the standards of Normal to ask why our 
A.B. graduates cannot fill positions in high schools recognized by the Southern 
Association? What answer can I make to our graduates when they ask questions 
on this subject?"94 

The controversy over C.A. lves's role in the accreditation process severely 
strained the friendship between the Normal president and the superintendent until 
finally President Roy agreed to say no more about the matter. ln 1923 the Louisi
ana State Normal College was finally placed on a list of approved colleges when 
President Roy himself attended the association's convention in Richmond, Virgin
ia.95 Three years later it was granted full accreditation. The Normal was already 
a member of the American Association of Teachers Colleges and in 1927 received 
an A-1 rating, the highest granted by the American Association.96 Accreditation 

911(ooa) L.B.[yrd) toS.M. Byrd, August 14, 1922, McClung-Byrd Collection, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., 
N .S.U. 
92v.L. Roy to T.H, Harris, June 23, July 10, October 26, 27, 1922; T.H. Harris to Y .L. Roy. July 18, 
1922, Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N .S .U. Iona Byrd felt that the lack of 
equipment was the real reason the Normal bad not been acGredited. l[ona] L. B[yrd) to S. M. Byrd, 
August 14, 1922, McClung-Byrd ColleGtion, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
93v.L. Roy to T.H. Harris, October 26, 1922, Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D .. E.P.W.M.L.. 
N.S.U. 
94v .L. Roy to T.H. Harris, October 27, 1922, ibid. 
95-f.H. Harris to V.L. Roy, October 31, November 6, 1922, November 6, 1923, June 11, 1924, ibid 
96Prather, "Roy"; Twenty-second Biennial Report. /928. 8. 
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by Lhe Southern Association of Col legcs and Secondary Schools and lhe American 
Association of Teachers Colleges was a great boost to the Normal's academic 
image and probably the most important achievement of the Roy administration. 

The physical appearance of the Stale Normal College changed as dramatically 
as its academic image during the Roy years. Expanding grounds, new buildings, 
and landscaping were visible on the Normal campus. Altogether, President Roy 
added more than three hundred acres to the school in three purchases between 
1914and 1925. fn 1914 he paid thirty dollars an acre for62.33 acres of land adja
cent to the rear western boundary of the campus to protect from contamination the 
watershed of a newly dug well.97 This acquisition increased the Normal's property 
to 329 acres with the academiccampusoccupying about twenty-five acres, the ath
letic grounds eight acres, the garden ten acres. the fields thirty acres, the pecan 
grove twenty-five acres and the remainder open and wood pasture.911 T wo years lat
er, in June 1916. 60.39 acres lying west of the original Normal tract were pur
chased from Timothy M. Widener for $3,320. This acquisition gave the Normal 
School a straight stretch of land from Chaplin's Lake. to the Natchitoches
Robeline road by doing away with a confusing mcander.99 In 1925, the opportuni
ty arose to add significantly to the Normal College property when S. Nelken 
offered to sell a 240-acre tract lying immediately south of the institution for twen
ty-seven thousand dollars. President Roy and J.L. Bryan. a member of the col
lege's executive committee, appeared before the State Board of EducaLion seeking 
permission to make the purchase. They argued that the additional land l.hould be 
obtained for three reasons: (I) the I 50-acrealluvial portion of the tract was needed 
lo raise ensilage for the dairy herd, (2) the remainder of the land was required for 
pasturage purposes, and (3) the land lying adjacent to the Normal campus would 
be developed into a housing subdivision should the college not acquire it. President 
Roy recommended that the boarding club and the college split the cost of purchas
ing lhe tracl. The State Board, not having adequate funds al the time, voted lo 
delay the acquisition until money was available. 100 A month later the board 
reversed its decision and authorized the immediate purchase of the Nelken tract 
with seventeen thousand dollars from college funds and ten thousand dollars from 
club funds. Of this sum, Len thousand dollars was lo be paid immediately, an addi-

9
1Fijreenrh Bit>m11a/ Report. 19/./, 8; Minutes. Board or Administrator~. May 28, 1914. Univcr~ity 
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tional eighty-five hundred dollars in sixty days, and the remaining eight-five hun
dred dollars in I 20 days with interest at 6 percent. 101 With the addition of the 
Nelken tract, the Normal College's property totaled 650 acres. Except for forty 
acres that were planted as fields, all the newly acquired land remained in pasture. 
The three land purchases of President Roy permitted the continued expansion of 
the Normal campus and farm in the twentieth century. 

On the twenty-five-acre academic campus new building construction was 
already underway before V.L. Roy assumed the presidency in July 191 I. Under 
his direction it continued at a fast pace for the next eighteen years. Despite his suc
cesses in obtaining new buildings and improving old ones. President Roy. like his 
predecessors, complained bitterly that the state did not adequately support the 
State Normal School. In his first biennial report of 1912, he noted tha t, "In view 
of the demands made upon it and of its standing among educational institutions of 
the country, the Louisiana State Normal School is the most inadequately equipped 
Normal School in America." He continued, " In 1912 the Louisiana State Normal 
School has but one br ick and three concrete buildings. All others are fire traps, and 
the school has no science building, hospital. gymnasium or assembly hall of suffi
cient capacity to accomodate [sic] the summer school student body."102 With ded
icated hard work and obstinate determination, V .L. Roy was able to provide all of 
the major buildings lacking in I 912 and some additional ones needed as the institu
tion grew. His major construction program comprised two notable periods: the 
years 191 J to 1914 and 1922 to 1927. In other years temporary or less costly build-
ing and improvement projects were realized. . 

In November 1911, the new Dining Hall, which was begun by President Aswell, 
was completed. Costing thirty-four thousand dollars, the reinforced concrete 
building contained dining facilities for one thousand students on the first noor 
while the second story provided sixteen dormitory rooms for thirty-two women s!u· 
dents. The next spring, the old Dining Room Building was moved to a new location 
away from the girls' dormitories. Beginning with the summer quarter, it served as 
the first men's dormitory, housing fifty-six students, and "substantially" increased 
male attendance at the Normal. 103 Eight years later, President Roy described the 
converted men's dormitory as " ... an ugly old frame building more than thirty 
years old, without the comforts and conveniences that college boys ar~ entitled 
to ...... 104 lo 1912 a new women's dormitory was also begun. Completed m March 
1913. ata cost of thirty-eight thousand dollars, "A" [Kate Chopin] Dormitory was 
a reinforced concrete building which housed I I 6 women, two to a room. 

IOI [bid., November 12. 1925, 22-23. . 
102Fourteeneth Bfenniol Report of tl,e Louisiana State Normal School, 1912 (n.p .. n.d.). 8; cited here
after as Fourteenth Biennial Report. /912. 
IOJBiennial Report o/StareSuperinlende111, 1913, Ill, 126. 
104£ighreemh Biennial Report. 1920. 10. 
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Like "B" [Carondelet] Dormitory, it had shower baths. sanitary toilets, ironing 
and tr.unk room~, .and w~s lighted by electricity and heated by steam. To provide 
su_ffic~ent electricity to light and heat the old and new academic buildings and dor
m1tones, a new power plant was erected in 1914 at a cost of thirty-four hundred 
do~lars. Kerosene and gas lamps became a remembrance of the past at the Normal. 
With the new dormitory, the Normal could accommodate 240 women students in 
fireproof buildings with two to a room and another three hundred in frame build
in~s with two, three, or four to a room. 105 Still, there was a severe shortage of dor
mitory space for both sexes. President Roy felt that " .. . the crying need of the 
State Normal School continues to be more and better dormitories. The State wants 
the Normal School to grow; but f urtber growth is not possible without better and 
more ample dormitories for each sex."106 

The Dormitory Court 

In addition lo student living quarters, the Normal realized a rearrangement and 
expan~ion of its aca~emic buildings and farm facilities in the early Roy years. 
Adhering to the earlier adopted plan of concentrating academic buildings in a 
~ourt area separate from the dormitory units, Boyd Hall. a frame building erected 
in 1895, was moved to the west side of the academic court parallel to Caldwell Hall 
where it served as a science building. All science and domestic science classes and 

105 B~nnia/ Report of State Superintendent. 1913, l!J, 126; The Normal Quarterly of the State Nor
mal ollege. Catalo~. I 924. Anno~ncement.f For Fortieth Year. Roster of Students and Graduates 
For 1923. X Ill (April 1924), 48: cued hereafter as Normal Quarterly /9U· Crew "Northwestern 
State College," 34. · · • • 
106Bienm·a1 Report oJStoteSuperintendenJ, 19/J, lll. 128. 
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laboratories were crowded into the old firetrap. In 1920, when he was seeking a 
new science building to replace Boyd Hall, President Roy stated, "Tbe old frame 
structure ... was erected 24 years ago and was never intended to be used as a sci
ence hall. Hence it fails utterly to meet the needs of a modern school." To buttress 
his a rgument for a new facility, he pointed out that laboratory work for all chemis
try classes was held in an "ill adopted and poorly equipped" twenty-six by thirty
two-foot room. 107 Meanwhile, on the north sideoftheacademiccourt, where Boyd 
Hall had originally stood, a new model or training school was erected through the 
generosity of the people of Natchitoches. On February 8, L912. the first ward of 
Natchitoches parish approved a five-mill tax for twelve years to defray the cost of 
construction. The three-story brick building's architecture was similar to Caldwell 
Hall and it cost, with equipment and furniture, sixty-five thousand dollars. When 
it was completed in April 1913, the new model school gave" ... the institution the 
best training school equipment of any normal school in the South.'' 108 The appear
ance of the academic court was further altered in 1913 when the oldest structure 
on campus, the Bullard Mansion or Matron's Building or Donaho Building, was 
torn down because of its state of disrepair and its condemnation by the assistant 
state fire marshal. Only the four white columns which supported the front facade 
of the 1832 plantation house were left standing. To the students and friends of the 
Normal, the demolition of the building marked the sad ending of the early Normal 
with its fine traditions and history. The J 914 Potpourri solemnly declared, "Still 
facing the old bed where once the Red River flowed, greeting the morning as it 
rises, stands these four columns, the last that is left of the beloved Donaho Build
ing, and the earlier Normal School. ... " 109 Later, covered with English ivy brought 
from Mt. Vernon by alumni of the Normal, the columns became the revered and 
honored symbol of the twentieth century institution to thousands of students and 
graduates. Although one of the columns had to be razed in 1937 because of its 
weakened condition, the three remaining columns stand proudly today as a 
remembrance of the university's distinguished past. Finally, farm facilities were 
also expanded with the erection ofa new modern dairy barn in July 1912. Costing 
ten thousand dollars, it contained stalls for fifty milch cows. was well-lighted and 
ventilated, and incorporated improved sanitary building materials. 110 

While new construction was most notable on the Normal campus between 1911 
and 1914, improvements were aJso made in existing facilities. For the comfort and 
safety of the students, a third boiler was added to the power house. an oil engine 
and generator were installed to light the school grounds at night, and a new water 

I07rbid., 126; Eighteemh Ble11niul Report. /910, 9· I 0. 
I088ie1111io/ Report of S,ateSuperillte11den1, 1913, 111. 128. 
109Fifteenth Biennial Report. 1914. 9; Crew, ''Northwestern Slate College," 34; Ola Dot Overbey. 
''The Donaho Building.'' Potpourri, 1914. In 1937 one column was torn down because of ils weakened 
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purification plant was erected. Academic departments and the library received 
new furniture, equipment, apparatus, and books. The School of Music acquired 
five new pianos and the library 756 feet of shelving. The Normal grounds were lev
eled and beautified and the athletic field fenced. Dairy operations were improved 
by the purchase of better milk cows and the expansion of meadows and fields. A 
vegelable garden was started to provide the boarding club with fresh produce. 111 

These improvements, together with the building program, made the Normal a bet
ter and more appealing school by 1914. Yet there were still serious deficiencies in 
the physical plant that would have to be rectified if the Normal was to maintain 
and improve its standing among the normal schools of the nation. 

Convinced that the State Normal School's future depended upon adequate 
appropriations for maintenance and support, President Roy continued to pressure 
the General Assembly for increased funding. In 1916 he asked for ninety thousand 
dollars for maintenance, noting that this sum represented an average of only forty
four dollars per student enrolled at the Normal. In comparison, Texas, Mississippi, 
and Arkansas averaged $90.60 per student for maintenance. At the same time, 
according to the president, the institution's need for new buildings totaled 
$460.000. Contained in this estimate was funding for the erection of nine struc
tures including a men's dormitory, four women's dormitories, a gymnasium, an 
administration building housing a Library, auditorium, and office space, a science 
building and an infirmary. Knowing that the state could not fund such a massive 
construction program immediately out of the general fund, President Roy listed 
a men's dormitory and an additional women's dormitory as priorities. 112Thelegis
lature, however, failed lo appropriate money even for the dormitories, so tempo
rary quarters were erected to accommodate the school's bulging summer enroll
ment. In the spring of 1916, a girls' summer house, Girls' Camp# I, was erected. 
It housed fifty-two students and cost $833.94 of club funds. The following year, 
two additional summer houses, Boys' Green House costing $1,763.44 and accom
modating fifty-seven students and Girls' Camp #2 costing $1,254.85 of club funds 
and housing thirty-nine girls, were built. A sleeping porch was also added to the 
Dining Hall for $222.87. Altogether. with the temporary structures, the Normal 
could accommodate 607 women and 105 men and even a few more if they were 
housed in the Boyd Hall auditorium as had been done in the past. Even if dormitory 
space was limited, the ltfe of the Normal students was improved by the construc
tion of a girls' swimming pool funded principally by the club, and the erection of 
a 387-foot pergola or covered walk joining the campus buildings. 113 

In 1920 President Roy renewed his battle for adequate appropriations from the 
state legislature. ln January he asked for $240,000 each for maintenance and 
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improvements for the next two years. Four months later he raised his request to 
$295,950 for maintenance and the astounding sum of $1, I 92,900 for buildings and 
improvements. The latter figure included funding for construction of all the build
ings needed to bring the Normal up to the level of other leading normal schools. 
Admitting that such a massive building program would have to be spread over a 
six or eight-year period, President Roy argued, "Such a program would in the end 
be more economical to the State than the present haphazard scheme, by which the 
school develops piecemeal and only such buildings are erected as can be wrung out 
of an overburdened State treasury. But such a policy calls for an adequate and 
dependable revenue, not one which must be determined by the varying needs of 
other departments of the State.'' To provide the necessary revenues, he recom· 
mended that the General Assembly submit a constitutional amendment to the vot· 
ers in November I 920, authorizing a one-quarter mill properly tax dedicated Lo 
the State Normal School. 114 Again President Roy's request was not fulfilled by the 
General Assembly which appropriated only $252,000 for maintenance and 
$380,000 for improvements for the next biennium. These monies would come from 
the contingency fund resulting from the collection of state luxury and license taxes 
and would only be available after other state debts had been paid. Even more dis
concerting.since these taxes would not be collected until the spring of l 92 l. Super· 
intendent Harris, with Governor John M. Parker's approval. urged the presidents 
of state Institutions to erect only temporary buildings to meet emergency needs for 
a year or so" . . . when it is hoped that conditions will be more normal and perma
nent buildings can be erected at a reasonable cost." President Roy rejected the 
erection of temporary buildings as a waste of money. 115 

By 1921 it appeared that the only hope of the state's educational institutions for 
adequate funding was the constitutional convention meeting that spring. President 
Roy urged the convention to dedicate a three-fourths mill state tax to the support 
of the eight state educational institutions exclusive of the state university. When 
the education committee of the convention rejected the three-fourths mill tax and 
began debating a one-half mill tax, the Normal president agonized" . . . over the 
dark prospect lying before these schools." Writing Senator Delos R. Johnson, a 
member of the education committee, he estimated tha l under the one-half mill tax 
proposal, the Normal would receive not more than$ I 00,000 annually which would 
not meet the needs of the institution. He recommended as a possible alternative a 
one-half mill tax set aside for the four institutions of higher education - the Nor· 
mal. the two industrial institutes, and Southern University. By eliminating the 
other four state schools, he felt that state support would be adequate. if not abun
dant. 1 l6 However, Senator Johnson found himself fighting Governor Parker when 

114Eightunth Bierm/a/ Report. 1920. 6-1, 9. 11. 
115Circ;ular No. 1068, July 13, 1920, T.H. Harri~ to E.L. Stephens. V.L. Roy, J.E. Keeny, OctQber 4, 
1920: J.M Bateman to V.L. Roy, December 14, 1920, Roy Papers. University Archives, A.D. 
E.P.W.M L.. N.S.U 
116v.L. Ro> to J.W. Bateman, April 19, 1921, V.L. Roy to Senator Delo, R. Johnson, May 7. 1921, 
1b1d. 
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he suggested permanent funding for state institutions other than the State Univer
sity. "I took tbe opportunity to bring up the question of fixing the support for the 
other eight institutions, and bad a considerable tilt with the Governor on that sub
ject. He seems hell bent, so the saying goes, against it."117 Nevertheless, Senator 
Johnson persisted and finally convinced the Committee on Taxation to recom
mend that the state appropriate no less than $700,000 annually for maintenance 
at the eight schools leaving it to the legislature to appropriate funds for improve
ments and buildings upon the recommendation of the State Board of Education. 
Even with this modest proposal, he still expected opposition from the governor 
whose primary interest was the greater Agricultural and Mechanical College at 
the state university. "This seems to be the very best we can do in the Convention, 
and I am sure that the Governor will train his guns on this proposition, and possibly 
defeat it," declared the senator. 118 Contrary to his prediction, the constitutional 
convention accepted the recommendation of the tax committee thus providing the 
schools with permanent maintenance funding. 

Even though funds for maintenance were assured under the Constitution of 
1921 the State Normal still had to depend on the legislature for financing new 
build

1

ings. President Roy considered using some of the $2 I 7 ,000 he would receive 
as the college's share of the $700,000 appropriation for construction. Doubting the 
wisdom of such a move, he sought Superintendent Harris's opinion on whether any 
of lht; maintenance sum could be diverted to building projects without jeopardiz
ing the appropriation. Mr. Harris advised that the State Board of Education 
expected that educational institutions would spend the entire amount on support 
and upkeep and not on new buildings or equipment. 11~ Feeling that he cou~d ~ot 
wait any longer for state support, although he submitted a $100,000 bu1Jdmg 
request, President Roy sought other means to finance his building program .. He 
began construction of a new women's dormitory in 1923 with $47 ,500 he received 
from the J 920-1922 contingency fund. The remaining twenty thousand dollars 
required for the building he planned to obtain from a small sum the college had 
saved and a ten thousand dollar loan from the boarding club. Like President Cald
well earlier, he was scrimping, saving, and borrowing money to build the Normal 
and doing it successfully. "C" [Agnes Morris] Dormitory was.begun in !anuary 
and opened for the fall quarter of 1923. Costing $72,202.26, 1t was designed to 
accommodate one hundred women, two to a room, but often housed 144 students, 
three to a room. 120 

I I 7Dctos R. Johnson to V.L. Roy, May 13, 1921. ibid. 
118tbid. President Roy felt that the State University was favored in appropriations at the exi>4'.ns_eof 
the Normal College. "Ir the State can give lbe State University S7 .000,000 in five ~ears for buildings 
and improvements, it certainly should be able to give the State Normal College, which h:'s as large an 
enrollment as the University, the sum of SI00,000 per annum." V.L. Roy to James P. Gu1Uot. May 10, 

1922. ibid. 9 · .d 
I 19v.L. Roy to T.H. Harris, January 20, 1922: T .H. Harris to V.L. Roy, January 23, I ~2: 1b1 · 
12ov.L. Roy LO T.H. Harris, March 16, 1922; V.L. Roy to J.C. Foster, October 18, 1922, 1b1d.; Crew, 
"Northwestern State College." 35. 
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In J 922 President Roy bad also intended to build a men's dormitory out of con
tingency funds, but, by that time, it was evident the money would not be available. 
" ... I still think that this building should be erected whether we receive the appro
priation or not,'' he declared, explaining that he expected to pay for the structure 
out of the school's monthly maintenance appropriation of approximately eighteen 
thousand dollars. Whenever construction costs exceeded what he could save from 
the maintenance fund, he planned to borrow additional funds from local banks. 
Again, President Roy sought Superintendent Harris's approval of the project. The 
superintendent. reversing his earlier opinion, approved the rather unorthodox 
method of financing the men's dormitory, providing President Roy was sure he 
could pay for it as outlined. Otherwise, the superintendent urged him to" . . , let 
the matter rest until the money is in sight." 121 President Roy characteristically 
could not "let the matter rest." Within two months he let the contract for the new 
men's dormitory, and in December J 922 the building was completed. Located west 
of the athletic field on Jefferson Highway, the frrst permanent men's dormitory 
was a two-story brick building which cost seventy thousand dollars. It contained 
twenty-four bedrooms, parlor, shower and toilet rooms on the first floor and 
twenty-seven bedrooms and a matron's apartment on the second floor . With pride, 
President Roy predicted that " ... the erection or this building will mean an 
increased attendance of men - a thing much to be desired in the development of 
the college."m Even with the two new dormitories, there was not enough on
campus housing because of the phenomenal growth of the student body. By the fall 
of 1923, the Normal was once again turning away students because of a lack of 
dormitory space. 123 

Meanwhile, President Roy turned his attention to other pressing building needs 
of the Normal. Among these were a gymnasium and an infirmary. As early as 1920 
he had pointed out that tbeschool had practically no facilities for gymnastic work. 
The girls' physical activities were limited to one room in Boyd Hall withou~ pro~er 
equipment while the boys had no space at all. The women also bad a swimming 
pool which the young men lacked. In case of illness. the girls went to an !nfirmary 
of sorts lecated in the rear of one of the dormitories, but the boys had no infirmary 
facilities whatsoever.124 In the fall of 1923 the college's first gymnasium building 

121 v .L. Roy to T .H. Harris, March 16, 1922; T .H. Harris to V.L. Roy, March 18, 1922. Roy Papers. 
University Archives, A.O., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. . . . 
122v.L. Roy to J .C. Foster, October 18, 1922, ibid.; Normal Quarterly, /924. 48. This building was 
later named Scheib Hall. 
I 23Minutcs of Meeting, Executive Committee of State Normal College. September 5, l 923, Roy 
Pa~rs, University Archives. A.D., E.P.W M .L., N .S.U. 
12 Eighteenth Biennial Report, /920, tO. 
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was completed. Located on tile site of the old men's dormitory, facing Jefferson 
Highway and the athletic field, it housed a fifty-five by I 02-foot gym with a seat
ing capacity of fifteen hundred, two thirty-five by fifty-foot activity rooms, class
rooms, office space, examination room, and ample showers and lockers. The main 
hall served as an indoor track. Constructed at a cost of sixty-five thousand dollars, 
the gymnasium met " ... one of the greatest and longest felt needs of the col
lege.''125 The next year the new $24,500 infirmary was opened. The fireproof 
building included a large ward, an isolation ward, a doctor's consultation room, an 
operating room, and a dietary kitchen. All students not able to attend class because 
of illness were required to report to the infirmary where a graduate nurse was in 
charge. 126 

Considering Louisiana's depressed economic conditions, the disruptions of 
World War l, and the parsimonious attitude of the state legislature, V.L. Roy had 
been amazingly successful in building the physical plant of the State Normal by 
1924. Of the nine buildings he had recommended in I 916, four, a men's dormitory, 
a women's dormitory, a gymnasium, and an infirmary, bad been constructed. 
Additionally, temporary housing units bad been erected to meet immediate needs. 
If the early Roy years saw a struggle for state appropriations, the future would 
experience an all-out war. Superintendent Harris, in his 1923-24 report, stated, 
"Old and dilapidated buildings should be renovated, frame structures should be 
obliterated, and additional dormitory and classroom facilities should be provided. 
These needs exist at aU the state schools, and especially at the State Normal Col
lege." Nevertheless, the Tax Commission recommended an increase of only four
teen thousand dollars per year in the Normal's appropriation for the next bienni
um. 127 Even more depressing, the newly elected governor. Henry Fuqua, vowed to 
keep his campaign promise that no additional taxes would be imposed on the peo
ple of Louisiana by the legislature. 118 At this juncture, the State Normal College 
decided to tap one of its best, but as yet unused, sources for wringing funding out 
of a reluctant legislature - its Alumni Association. 

By 1925 there were Normal graduates living in every section of Louisiana and 
serving in every parish school system. The State Normal bad graduated more than 
forty-eight hundred students from its two-year and four-year courses and some ten 

125
V .L. Roy to J .C. Foster, October 18, 1922, Roy Papers. University Archive$, A.O., E.P. W.M.L. , 

N.S.U.: Normal Quarrerly, 1928. 72; Crew, "Northwestern State College." 40. This building is now 
the old Women's Gym. 
l
26The Normal Quarterly of the State Normal College, Catalog 1925. Announcements for Forty-first 

Year. Roster of Students and Graduates For 1924. Natchitoches. Louisiana. XIV (April 1925). 65: 
ntf1 hereafter as Normal Quarterly. 1925: Normal Quarterly, 1928, 73. 

Twenty-first Biennial Report of the Louisiana Stale Normal College. Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
The State Teachers College of Louisiana. 1926. Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal 
College, XV (July 1926). 9: cited hereafter as Twent>'-first Biennial Report. 1926:Circular No. 1818, 
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thousand additional teachers had received partial training through summer ses
sions and special courses while another thousand had engaged in extension work. 
A study in 1924 of Louisiana's teaching personnel, excluding Orleans parish, 
showed that the Normal was furnishing more than 57 percent of the teachers 
trained within tbestate. 129 That year, President Roy wisely decided to organize the 
thousands of alumni and other friends of the college in support of his building 
requests. In the summer he met with various groups, alumni, students, faculty, and 
friends of the Normal, to urge them to work for the college. As a follow-up, the 
Alumni Association president, G.O. Houston, who was also Assistant Superinten
dent of Caddo Parish schools, wrote letters to members of tbe association and 
spoke to its annual banquet in Shreveport, outlining the needs of the Normal. Thus 
was launched the first alumni campaign to help build the State Normal. In the fol
lowing months, additional meetings were held throughout the state to educate peo
ple on the building needs of the Normal and, in May 1925, Assistant Superinten
dent Houston wrote a letter on the behalf of the Alumni Association to U1e State 
Board of Education, citing the outstanding service of the Normal to public educa
tion and decrying the inadequate facilities of the college. He reminded the State 
Board that the legislature had appropriated only $521,224 for building purposes 
in the college's forty-year existence-a sum far less than Alexandria and Shreve
port were spending on their new high school buildings. As a result, Ile pointed out, 
the Normal president had to borrow money and use maintenance funds for build
ing purposes. He also emphasized that the frame dormitory and classroom build
ings on the Normal campus were fire hazards which endangered the lives of hun
dreds of students. Assistant Superintendent Houston concluded bis letter by 
expressing confidence that if the State Board made a strong recommendation to 
the legislature. adequate funds would be appropriated for a comprehensive build
ing program at the Normal. The building program the Alumni Association envi
sioned cost a whopping $1,440,000 and included an education building, science 
building, auditorium and administration building, library building, five women's 
dormitories, a men's dormitory and dining facility, industrial arts building, school 
of music, and men's gymnasium and stadium. The State Board agreed in general 
with the Alumni Association's recommendations and promised to submit them to 
the governor and legislature at the next session. Quite properly, the board pointed 
out that only the legislatu.re cou Id appropriate money. In regard to the fire hazards 
at the college, the board ordered the state fire marshal to investigate immediately 
and report back to it. 130 

129Louisiana State Normal College Alumni Association (G.O. Houston) to President and Members 
of State Board of Education, May 2, 1925, Minutes of A Meeting of The State Board of Education 
Held in New Orleans. lo .. Thursday, May 7th. 1925 and Continued To Friday, May 22nd, /925 In 
the City of Alexandria, lo. (T.H. Harris, 1925). 13. 
130Ibid .• 13-15; Address by G.O. Houston, June 8. 1929. Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D .• 
E.P.W.M .L. N.S.U. 
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The stat_e-wide meetings and Houston's letter to the State Board were only the 
first shots m a war to obtain building funds for t.he State Normal College. During 
the Norma_l's third homecoming, May 30, 1925, G.O. Houston gave a rousing 
speech calling the Normal '' ... the only institution in the state which has influ
enced every home in Louisiana, and which is truly the 'mother of education in Lou
isiana '.""31 

The ftrst positive result of the Alumni Association's campaign came in July 
1925 when the state fire marshal condemned Boyd Hall and designated East and 
West Halls as fire hazards. He also recommended improvements to other build
ing~. T~ese incl~ded installing a sprinkler system on the first noor of Boyd Hall, 
equ1pp1ng sleeping porches and pavilions with "Indian clubs" to break out the 
scree~s !n case of fire and the adding of exterior stairways and fire escapes to sever
al bu1ldmgs. All the recommendations of the fire marshal were immediately car
ried ou_t by President Roy. 132 Meanwhile, the Alumni Association stepped up its 
campaign. In ~he ~ummer of 1925 it contributed $1,067 and the student body and 
student organizations, $1,251.62, to publicize the needs of the Normal "in every 
n_ook and corner of t~c state." The state press, members of the legislative delega
tion, and the Natchitoches Chamber of Commerce joined the campaign. The 
result of the Alu~ni Association's involvement was phenomenal. considering the 
Normal bad received only $521,224 for building purposes during the previous for
ty years. In November 1925 t.he finance corruruttee of the State Board recom
mended ~ix hundred thousand dollars for buildings and equipment at the Normal 
for.the biennial period beginning July I, 1926. Although the Tax Commission and 
le~1sl_ature later whittled this su~ down, the college still emerged with an appro
priation of $335,000 and a contingent appropriation of $135 000 or a total of 
$470,000. 133 • 

V.L. Roy had already compiled a revised list of the II.format's building require
men_ts. ~e once ~g~in emphasized the need for a modern science building and an 
~ud1tor1um-adm101stration building. To these he added a fireproof library build
ing to replace the old 1898 frame structure then in use and an education building 
to house the department of education and the training school. The education 
department was crowded into an old dilapidated frame building, while the training 
school had outgrown its quarters. President Roy also called for the replacement of 
five frame women's dormitories with brick or concrete structures and an addition
a! men's dormitory with separate dining facilities. Finally, the Normal president 
cited the need for a building to house the School of Music which had 450 students 
enrolled. a_nd a_ st_ructure to accommodate the industrial arts.134 Although he 
declared his bu1ldrng program" ... in no wise excessive or extravagant,"135 he 

:~'"Alumni Meet For Reunion," newspaper clipping, May 31. 1925, ibid. 
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must have realized it would take extended appropriations and years to complete. 
But in his opinion, nothing less wouJd do for the Normal College. 

Upon obtaining the 1926-1928 building appropriation, less the contingent 
amount of $135,000 which once again was not available, President Roy immedi
ately launched another construction spree on the Normal campus. A fourth wom
en's dormitory, "D" [Audubon] Dormitory, was erected in 1927 at a cost of 
$71,600. Housing 144 students, it was similar in structure and design to the earlier 
dormitories and was located in the dormitory court. 136 Within the next year, two 
more buildings were under construction - a new president's home and an educa
tion building. The old president's residence, a two-story, frame structure, was 
described as " ... an antiquated and undignified house, added to and patched up 
during a half century ... "eight years earlier when President Roy requested a new 
one. It had served as the priest's house during the convent years before the estab
lishment of the Louisiana State Normal School. The new president's home, costing 
approximately twenty-five thousand dollars, was located just to the right of the 
college's main entrance gates. lt was a two-story Tudor-style brick house contain
ing entertaining facilities on the first noor and living quarters on the second. ' 37 

The new education building was also of brick construction and was located in the 
academic court across from the old training school. To provide space for the new 
structure, East and West Halls were torn down. It was a three-story brick structure 
designed to house the elementary practice school and the School of Education. 
Costing $210,000 and named for the former superintendent of public education, 
Warren Easton, the building contained thirty-two classrooms, thirteen teachers' 
workrooms, six teachers' offices, a principal's office, faculty room, two home eco
nomics laboratories, cafeteria, auditorium, library. lecture rooms, kindergarten 
department, phychological laboratory, first-aid room , and playroom. The con
struction of Warren Easton meant that the old vacated three-story brick training 
building could be used for other purposes. After extensive renovation, it was con
verted into a Science Building, housing Lbe biological, chemical, physical, and 
home economics departments formerly located in Boyd Halt. 138 

The new education building was formally dedicated June 8, 1929,139 and was 
the last major event over which Y.L. Roy presided as president of the Louisiana 
State Normal College. Within less than a month he would be replaced by William 
White Tison and t.he longest tenure of any Normal president would come toan end. 

136Norma/ Quartuly. /927. 80: Pettis, "Development of State Normal College," 16; Crew, "Nonh
westem State College," 35. 
137 Eightunth Biennial Report, /920. 11; Crew, "Northwestern State College," 39. 
138Normal Quarterly. 1928. 71-75: ( The Normal Quarterly of cheS1ate Normal College). Announce
ments for Forty-Fifth Year of The State Normal College. Catalog. /929. Roster of Students and 
Graduates For Year /928. XVIII (April 1929), 71; cited hereafter as Normal Q11artuly. /929. 
tl9Address of G.O. Houston, June 8, 1929. Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D, E.P.W.M.L .• 
N.S.U. 
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Just as Victor Leander Roy's appointment had been controversial, so w,1s his 
removal from the State Normal College presidency. Throughout his eighteen-year 
tenure there hud been continual covert, and sometimes overt. opposition to his 
administration. While much of the antagonism was due Lo President Roy's own 
personality, some of it was caused by his unpopular policies and especially his strict 
discipline ,1 l the college. Still other opposition was due lo political factionalism. By 
1928 Normal students joined the chorus of protest against the president's policies 
when they sent a communication to theStatc Bo,1rd of Education complaining that 
" the administrators of the Normal College a re too severe in matters of discipline"' 
and inviting an invcl>ligation by the Board with lhevicwofim,Lructing the manage
ment of the Normal College "to grant the Normal College students considerably 
more freedom and liberty than lhcy now enjoy.'' Although Superintendent Harris, 
after 4ucstioning the students felt lha1 there was little substance to their charges. 
he recommended that the board appoint a committee lo investigate the students' 
complaint~. Subse(luently. a three-person committee composed of board members 
E.A. Conway of Shreveport, chairman. Mrs. Eleanor Meade of Gramercy, and 
Walter J. Burke of New Iberia was appointed to visit the Normal and meet with 
Lhc dissatisfied students. 140 On March 25, 1928, the committee met with the Nor
ma lites singly and collectively and also with President Roy. 11.L. Prather, Dean of 
Men, and Ethel L. I lercford , Dean of Women. After hearing everyone involved. 
the on-site committee concluded" ... that the student privileges at the State Nor· 
mal College arc entirely reasonable and satisfactory" and that there was " ... 
nothing ... lo warrant the State board or Education taking any hand in the disci
pline of the State Normal College.'' Additionally, the committee reported that all 
the students interviewed recognized the high standing of the college throughout 
the stale, expressed pride in the institution, and none critici1cd lhe academiCl> of 
the Normal. The committee endcd its report by stating•· ... President Roy and his 
Faculty arc careful, earnest and considerate in their regulations to protect the stu
dcms at the College, and are rather to be commended than criticized for their rcgu
Jations. "141 Once again President Roy was vindicated of improper policies ut the 
Normal. but, ironically, the fact that such an investigation had taken place became 
a weapon the next year in the hands of those who wanted to get rid of him. 

Victor L. Roy's resignation from the State Normal College in 1929 was politi
cally orchestrated by the newly elected governor. Huey Pierce Long, and repre
sented, in many minds, an unprecedented gubernatorial interference with the state 

l 400ffl,:,al ProuedingsofState Board of l:,d11eati1Jn, March 10, 1928, Bullctfn No. 121 (T.11. Harris, 
1928), 4-5. 
141 Of fief al Proceedings uf State Board of liducation. April 20, l 92S, Bulletin No. l 23 (T.H. Harris, 
1928), ij0-81; The Nat<'hitoches Enterprise, Murch 29, 1928; for an interesting account of the student 
prulcst see Lucille T. Carnah:in's article "LSN's Early Years Were full of Turmoil" in the Natchito
ches Times. October 4. 1984. 
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educational institutions. Although the circumstances surrounding President 
Roy's resignation did not become public until the impeachment proceedings of 
April 1929 involving Governor Long, he was "hounded and harrassed" into leav
ing the Normal. According to Roy's own testimony, the first word of his probable 
ouster came to him in February 1928 through Mr. James W. Bolton of Alexandria 
who reported that the governor planned to remove him because he had not voted 
for him in the recent election. Upset with the rumor, President Roy met with the 
governor the next month in Shreveport where Long reportedly quipped, "Doctor, 
as a matter of fact you guessed wrong in the primary election, didn't you?" To 
which. the Normal president replied, "Yes. Governor, l suppose I guessed wrong." 
Even after the Shreveport meeting, Superintendent T.H. Harris, a long-time sup· 
porter and friend, advised President Roy that he would not be removed if he were 
"easy.'' As months passed with no further mention of his dismissal, President 
Roy's optimism rose. Then he learned that Representative Cecil McClung of 
Natchitoches was opposed to him in the special legislative session of December 
1928. A few days later, on Christmas Eve, he received a communication from Gov· 
ernor Long charging that one of the \format's faculty members, M.E. Downs, had 
"reflected on his administration in a class on government." After investigating the 
charge. President Roy notified the governor tha l Professor Downs and his students 
both denied the accusation. 142 Christmas 1928 must not have been a joyous time 
in the Roy household! 

In the new year, according to the Normal president, Superintendent Harris vis
ited him in Natchitoches where he reported that the governor was again consider
ing his removal, in fact, that he was "bent" on it, because certain local leaders and 
politicians demanded his dismissal. However, Mr. Harris assured his friend that 
Governor Long had promised to find him a teaching position at Louisiana State 
University after his removal from the Normal. The next day the governor himself 
confirmed Harris's statements concerning _poLitical pressure and the promise of a 
university position in a conversation with President Roy. As Roy admitted, he was 
never asked to resign by Governor Long, bul the Normal president fell that, ''He 
(Long] drove me to it." Convinced that Governor Long controlled the State Board 
of Education, Roy felt" •.. that if !opposed the governor's desires it would result 

142The Shrevepon Times, April 11, 1929: Official Jo11rnal of the Ho11se of Representatives of !he 
Stare of Louisiana Ar The Fifth Extra Session of The Legislawre (Baton Rouge, 1929), 342-44; cttcd 
hereafter as Official House Journal, Fifth E:ccro Session. According lo John M. Foote. V .L. Roy not 
only voted for Long's opponent but gave money to his campaign. "In 1928 Roy had not voted for Huey 
Long, ,ind did contribute money to the opponent. Mr. Roy was called by Huey to Baton R.ouge and was 
asked by Huey if he had contributed money to the campaign of the other part)'. Roy said be had .and 
Huey said, we will have to put a stop to that." Foote continue~. "In the next fc~ weeks, ~ng. gamed 
control of the State Board of Education and became a close fnend lo T.H. Hams. Up to this Lime the 
State Board was fairly independent of the governor. A sex-officio member of the board, long put pres
sure on this group and a majority cameovcrto his side. Along came Harris and out went Roy." Quoted 
in Douglas, ''Roy," 25. 
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in the greatest school row in the history of the state." Even though he knew his 
removal was imminent by this time, President Roy still did not want to leave the 
Normal College so he suggested to Governor Long that the State Board create the 
position of president emeritus and that he be named to the new job. The board, 
however, rejected the idea of a president emeritus and, after a long, heated meeting 
between Governor Long, President Roy, and members of the State Board, Roy 
agreed to submit his resignation. 143 The next day he submitted a terse letter of res
ignation to the board: 

The State Board of Education 
Baton Rouge. Louisiana 
Gentlemen: 

Baton Rouge. La., 
February 27, 1929 

I hereby tender my resignation as President of Louisiana State Normal College, 
effective at the end of the present year, June 30, 1929. 

Very respectfully, 
V.L. Royl44 

When a roll call vote was taken on V.L. Roy's resignatfon, six members of the 
State Board voted to accept it, three voted to reject it, and two abstained. Those 
voting no were Mrs. Meade, Mr. Burke, and Mr. AlJen Sholars of Monroe, while 
those not voting were President H.H. White and Doctor A.B. Dinwiddie. After the 
roll call, some board members made statements explaining their votes. Among 
these were Meade, Burke, and Sholars who had cast the negative votes. All three 
felt that President Roy's removal represented gubernatorial usurpation of board 
power and feared the disastrous effect on Louisiana's education system of such 
executive interference. Mr. Burke declared, "The removal, as 1 term it, of Mr. 
Roy, is at the insistence of the Governor of the State and [ protest against the Gov
ernor of the State undertaking to direct the affairs of the educational institutions 
of this State which are under the control of members of this Board, elected in great
er part by the voters of the various districts." Mrs. Meade explained. "I voted no 
on this motion because I felt that Mr. Roy was resigning not because he was ineffi
cient but because the Governor of our State wanted him removed." Mr. Sholars. 
decrying the politicalization of the Board, exclaimed, "I vote no as a protest 
against a palpable attempt at domination of the rights, privileges and duties of this 
Board on the part of the Governor of the State and an attempted usurpation of the 
powers of this Board.'"45 

1430fficial House Journal, Fifth Extra Session, 344-49. 
1440fficiol Proceedings of State Boord of Education. February 27, 1929, Bulletin No. 15 l (T.H. Har
ris 1929), 6; hereafter cited as Official Proceedings of State Boord. February 27, 1929. 
I 45tbid .• 6-8; The Shreveport Times, February 28, 1929; Official House Jou ma I, Fifth Exira Session. 
390, 397. 

122 

Upward and Onward 

Governor Long was not without his defenders at the Stale Board meeting. 
Superintendent Harris praised Y.L. Roy's work as an educator but also defended 
Governor Long as "a staunch friend of public education.'' Denying that the Nor
mal president was coerced into resigning, Harris contended that, ''Mr. Roy has 
been a success in every educational position that he has filled and he has devoted 
his !if e to education. He has been a success as president of the Normal College. I 
think he should continue in that position. but he has chosen to resign. He wishes 
to be relieved of his duties, and I think his desire should be respected and granted." 
In speaking of the governor, Mr. Harris declared, ''I did not support him. J did not 
want him elected Governor, but since his election ... it is my opinion that Governor 
Long has done more for education since he has been in office than any other Gover
nor in the same length of time. l do not believe that public education has ever had 
a stauncher friend." He continued," ... Governor Long maintained consistently 
that the criticisms of Mr. Roy's administration were in his judgment such as to 
make it for the best interests of the Normal College for Mr. Roy to retire. but at 
no time did he demand his resignation." Of those voting to accept Mr. Roy's resig
nation, only Mr. Conway spoke. Regretting what he called their "intemperate la~
guage" he questioned his colleagues' going" ... away [sic} o~t of the ~ecord m 
explaining their negative vote against the acceptance of Mr. Roy s unqualified res
ignation.'' Mr. White, representative of the Eighth Congressional District, wh.o 
had not voted because he presided over the meeting, felt compelled to state that 1f 
he had voted he would have voted no for two reasons: first, as representative of the 
Eighth Cons'ressional District which included the Normal College, no complaints 
against Mr. Roy's administration had reached him personally, and, second, lhe 
· · · h d . M R " I sl t ''146 ,nvest1gat1on a year ago a given r. oy a c ean a e. 

"The livest session of the board that has been held in many years," as one news
paper described the meeting, 147 ended on an amicable not~. Superin~e~de~~ Harr'.s 
moved that as "a slight recognition of this important service to Louisiana [Roys 
almost forty years of educational work]. his salary be continued to September l, 
J 929. The Board unanimously approved Harris' s recommendation. Mr. Roy then 
thanked the board for their support and cooperation during his administr_ation ~n~ 
expressed his devotion to the State Normal and his ~ontinuin_g i~terest ID Lou1_s1-
ana education. He hoped still to be able to serve pubLic education m some ca_pac1ty 
and pledged his support and aid to his successor. Jhe board t~en proceede~ 1m~e
diately to elect a new president of the college.1 •8 .v.L. ~o~ s forced res1g~ation 
would probably not have received as much publicity as tl did.' exce~t that 1t was 
included in the impeachment charges against Governor Long ID Apnl 1929. Once 
that happened, testimony was taken from Roy, Bur~e, Shol~rs, and others ~ho 
were involved in the incident. State newspapers, especially anti-Long ones, earned 
verbatim accounts of the testimony presented in the impeachment proceedings. 149 

1460fficial Proceedings of S1a1e Board. February 27, 1929, 8-9. 
141The Shreveport Times. February 28, 1929. 
1480fficiol Proceedings of Stole Board, February 27. 1929, 11 . 
149The Shreveport Times, April 11, 12, 1929. 
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From available accounts and sworn statements, Lhere was little doubt Governor 
Long acted improperly in forcing V .L. Roy to resign. As the leading biographer of 
Long staled, "He was determined that the presidents [of stale educational institu
tions] should not be anti-Long men and preferably should be Long adherents."1 50 

Roy's anti-Long stance, and not inefficiency or wrongdoing, was the reason for his 
removal. The State Board of Education, being fully under the control of the gover· 
nor, could offer the heads of institutions no protection as one coUege president was 
to learn when be opposed Long's interference in his institution. The president pro
tested, "The State Board of Education is my boss." To which, Huey Long replied. 
"Who the bell do you Lhink is the boss of the State Board of Education?"' 151 

Despite Victor L. Roy's controversial years at the State Normal College and his 
abrupt removal, his eighteen-year administration had been successful. By raising 
admission standards and revising curricula, he brought the school's academics up 
to a college level. With its name change. new four-year curricula, and approval by 
national accrediting associations, the State Normal College had become one of the 
noted teachers colleges in the nation and the best in Louisiana. The new concrete 
and brick buildings that dotted the campus added glamour to a thriving institu
tion. However, the lifeblood of the State Normal College was its student body 
which grew in numbers and academic standing during the Roy years. Undoubted
ly, President Roy was too concerned with protecting his students from all harm by 
strict regulations and discipline. He was also too conservative to allow the new 
trends and fads of the "Roaring Twenties" to tafol his students. Even though the 
college regulations maintained an aJmost convent-like veil around the Normal stu· 
dents, changes permeated Roy's protective atmosphere and the Normalites devel
oped a happy college life. They became intensely involved fo extracurricuJar activ
ities such as clubs and organizations and enjoyed such novelties as movies and the 
radio. New fashions and fads, despite President Roy's opposition. did reach them. 
And, certainly, school spirit was at an all-time high among the Normal students. 
Recognizing that much of the progress of the Normal was due to the dedicated 
work of President Roy, the students cheered him at the first assembly following his 
resignation and later presented him a livingroom suite as a going-away present. At 
the spring commencement. Professor George W. Williamson gave the retiring 
president a gold watch from the faculty. 152 

I.SO,-. Harry Williams, Huey long (New York, 1969), 524. 
I.SI (bid .• 524-25. Clifford Mitchell, "Growth of State Control of Public Education in Louisiana (Ph.D. 
dissertation, University of Michigan, 1942), 417-18. 
152The Shrevep0rt Times. March I, 1929; The Natchitoches Enterprise, June 6, 1929, June 13, 1929: 
Current Sauce. March 7, 1929. June 5, 1929: The Natchitoches Times, March 8, 1929. After resigning 
from the presidency of the State Normal College, Mr. Roy briefly entered the life lnsur.i.nce business. 
He then reLUrned 10 the educational field where he served as business manager and secretary to the fac
ulty at Louisiana State University, assistant state director of lhe National Youth Administration for 
Louisiana and in the United States Office or Education. He retired from active educational service in 
1936 and died September 7. 1968 al age 97. In 1940 the State Board of Education had honored him 
by naming him president emeritus of the Louisiana State Normal College. The Nawhiroches Times, 
July 5, 1929; Cline, Pioneer Leaders and Early Institutions. 182-3: Douglas, "'Roy," 30. 
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The students who cheered President Roy upon learning of his resignation repre
sented every part of Louisiana as well as several other states. Beginning with 1,90 I 
students in 1911. the enrollment jumped to 3,546 in the last year of Roy's adminis
tration.153 The increase was not always steady year by year but, rather, reflected 
highs and lows which were determined by local and national influences. For a few 
years beginning in 1913 higher academic standards caused the enrollment Lo 
remain static or decrease slightly. With young men entering military service and 
young women replacing them in civilian jobs, the number of students dropped 
notably during the World War I years. 154 One factor, however, always remained 
constant - women significantly outnumbered men. By 1928 women accounted 
for 2, 742 students and men 804 in the total enrollment of 3,546.155 Not only were 
there more Normal students as the Roy years progressed, but also they demon
strated greater maturity, independence, awareness, and variety of interests. Their 
maturity was due, at least in part, to higher academic entrance requirements, their 
independence and awareness to national and worldwide events such as the war and 
women's suffrage movement, and their diversity of interests to a combi.nation of 
their maturity, independence, and awareness. 

Upon entering the Normal, most of the women students and some of the men, 
after the first men's housing became available in 1911, lived in the Normal club. 
The club was, as it has been from the beginning, a boarding and dormitory depart
ment separate from the general operation of the school. The Norma I president still 
served as president of the club and generally controlled its management and disci
pline. A dean of women assisted him in supervising the young women and a proc
tor, who was a member of the faculty, in managing the young men. By 1928 there 
were club accommodations for nine hundred women and 160 men in ten campus 
dormitories. Each of the eight women's dormitories was in charge of a matron. who 
was a faculty member living in the club. to whom the students were to yield "strict 
obedience." On the other hand, the proctor supervised two men's dormitories but 
was assisted by a three-man elected student committee. The men's club eventually 
became self-governing with regulations adopted by the members themselves and 
violators handled by a student committee. All club bedrooms were furnished with 
single beds, mattresses, chairs, table. dresser, closets (originally wardrobes), 
washstand or lavatory, steam heat and electric light. Students provided their own 
pillows, sheets, blankets, bedspreads, towels, and napkins. Club members were 
required to make their beds and keep their rooms neat and clean with periodic 

I SJ Fourteenth Biennial Report, 191 l. 5; Twenty-third Biennial Report uf the Louisiana Sr ate Nor
mal College. Natchitoches, Louisiana. The Stare Teachers College of louisia11a. /930. Normal 
Quarterly of the Louisiana Stall! Normal College. XIX (April 1930), 8: cited hereafter as Twen-
7s"third Biennial Report. 1930. 
54Fijieemh Biennial Report, /914. 11-12; V.L. Roy toJ.W. Bateman, October 9, 1920. Roy Papers, 

University Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Minutes of A Meeting of the Executive Commiltcc 
of the Board of Administrators Slate Normal School Natchitoches, La .• May 27, I 911!, Minutes, Board 
of Administrators, University Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U.: Minm.:s. Board of Administra
lors. May 26, 1919, ibid. 
155Twent;•-third Biennial Report. /930, 8. 
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inspections by the president and appropriate matron. Daily janitorial service was 
provided by the club. 156 For room and board, laundry, fees, and books a student 
paid fifty-five dollars for a term of twelve weeks in 1912. By 1929 the cost had risen 
to $84.25 per term mainly because of rising food costs.1s1 

Even with moderate room and board charges and free tuition for those planning 
to teach in Louisiana's public schools, the cost of attending the State Normal Col
lege was prohibitive for many young people from rural farm famities of moderate 
~eans during the Roy years. ln 1924, for example, the median annual parental 
income of male students at the Normal was two thousand dollars while that of 
women students was $2,625. At the same time, 359 of 843 students came from 
f~rm communities, another 256 from villages under twenty-five hundred popula
tion, and only forty-one from cities with a population of ten thousand or over.158 
To aid its needy students, the college offered working scholarships. Restricted to 
students already enrolled at the Normal, the scholarships were awarded on the 
b~si~?f"need, merits, dW~ence as a student, and faithfulness and efficiency in ser
vice. Students whose parents were able to pay their expenses were not considered. 
The thirty or forty working scholarships required service in the library, bookstore 
registrar's office, dairy, dining hall, Y. W.C.A., fruit shop, or on the grounds. Tb; 
pay for student work increased from twenty cents an hour in 1919 to thirty to forty 
cents in l 929. 159 On the purely academic side, the Normal presented a scholarship 
to a m_ember of the upper quartile of the graduating class of every approved Louisi
ana high school. The scholarships had to be awarded publicly at the high school's 
commencement a~d exempted the recipient fromaU fees during the two-year Nor
mal course. The high school scholarships were discontinued at the end of the 1925-
26 school year but the parish scholarships begun in 1904 continued to be award
ed. '60 The Alumni Association also continued to help deserving students. 

156Normal Quarterly, /928. 67-69. 
151The Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal School, Natchiwches, Louisiana. 
Announcements for Twemy-sevemh year. 1912-1913, I (July I, 1912), 20; cited hereafter as Normal 
f!uarterly, !912; Normal Quarterly, /929, 66. The rise in room and board charges was due to increas
m~ food prices. F~r example, in 1920 President Roy asked the Board or Administrators to raise the 
pnce of board stating that nour had gone up from St 2.00 to $14.85 a barrel, potatoes from five cents 
lO ~early te~ cents a pound and sugar from sixteen cents to twenty-four cents a pound. He also noted 
an mcreas~ in lhe wages of kitchen and dining room workers. V .L Roy to Governor R.G. Pleasant 
et.al .. April 23, 1920,.Roy Papers, University Archives. A.O .. E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. The next year. 
however, when f~ prices dech~ed, lhe cost of board was reduced. Minutes, Board of Administrators, 
June 22. 1921, U~1vers1_tr Archives, A.D_.. E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. The Normal authorities also helped 
students when thelI fam1hes were faced w1lh economic adversity. For example. in 1914 when Louisiana 
cotton fa~ers were suffering from high yield and loss of the European market the State Normal 
~chool foll m line wilh the state's "Buy-A-Bale" movement by accepling cotton ;, ten cents a pound 
to payment fo~ students' expenses. The Natchitoches Emerprise. September 24, 19 t 4, supplement. For 
~ comprehensive study of this movement in Louisiana, see James L. McCorkle, Jr., ''The Louisiana 
Buy·A-Bale' of Cotton Movement, I 914," Louisiana History, XV (Spring, 1974). 133-52. 
158Survey Commission Report, 51-52. 
l59Normal Quarterly. /919, 41; ibid., 1929, 99. 
160J~id., 1921. 37: ibid., 1925, 85; V.L. Roy to T.H. Harris, June 9, 1924, Roy Papers, University 
Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; V.L. Roy to Mr. Van Sant, February 9. 1925. ibid.; Normal 
Quarterly. /929. 99, 
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Although it dropped the Alby L. Smith scholarship in 1913, the Alumni Associa
tion bad established an Alby L. Smith loan fund in 1910 to provide temporary aid 
to students in the last three terms of the Normal course. The recipient was to repay 
the loan at 6 percent interest during his/her first year's employment. After the 
installation of the four-year professional course, alumni Joans were granted to stu
dents in the second year of the normal course or the third and fourth years of the 
professional course. By 1928 the interest had been reduced to 5 percent. 161 In the 
1920s the Normal also provided two working scholarships each to the children of 
naval and army personneJ. 162 

In addition to the college-sponsored scholarships, several benevolent organiza
tions, including the Louisiana Federation of Women's Clubs, the Hypatia Club of 
Shreveport, and the United Daughters of the Confederacy, maintained scholar
ship funds which provided loans to deserving students. These loans carried no 
interest charges but the recipients were expected to repay them. 163 Individuals also 
aided Normal students financially. To assist needy Rapides parish students, J. W. 
Bolton, president of the Rapides Parish School Board, established a loan fund. The 
beneficiaries paid no interest on the loan but promised to teach nine months in the 
parish's public schools and pledged not to marry during that time. 164 

Club life was rigidly regulated and discipline strict ctunng tbe Koy years. 
Although admitting in 1914 that the rules governing a large group of young men 
and women had to be more stringent than those imposed at home, th~ school's 
administration inconsistently declared that "arbitrary regulations and iron-clad 
discipline should not be required" of those training ''for the dignified profession of 
teaching." Students were allowed "all reasonable freedom" but not "license." To 
ensure that the students understood lhe virtues the Normal College fostered and 
conversely those traits it abhorred, the catalogs of the 1920s stated: 

Industrious habits, diligence in study, promptness, neatness, honesty, 
ambition, and good morals are the virtues that the College expects and 
demands of all its students. Indolent, shiftless, or frivolous young people 
should not apply for admission. There is no place i.n the student body for 
untruthJul or dishonest members or for students habitually negligent in 
the discharge of their duties.165 

161 The Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal &hool. Natchitoches. Lo. Annual Catalog. 
Announcements for Thirty-Second Year, 1916-1917. V (April 1916), 43; cited hereafter as Normal 
~arterly, /.9/6;ibid., /928, 97-98. 
62Edwin Denby to V.L. Roy, January 22. 1923, Roy Papers. University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., 

N.S.U.: V.L. Roy lo Edwin Denby, January IS, 1923, ibid. 
l63Normal Quarterly. /916, 44; ibid .• 1929, 98. 
164tbid .. 1919. 42. 
165Normal Quarterly, 1914-1915. 40-41; Normal Quarterly. 192/, 58; Normal Quarterly, 1929, 58. 
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Personally, President Roy felt that the Normal's discipline was" . . . very largely 
directed towards counteracting the loose tendencies of these reckless, post-bellum 
days .... " 166 Clearly, the "Flapper'' age had made an entrance on the Normal 
campus. 

Of particular concern to the school's administrators were the young women's 
dress and spending money habits. From a simple statement that, "It is harmful for 
students to have too much spending money, and simplicity in dress is desirable'' in 
the catalog of 1911-1912. the emphasis on proper attire became so pronounced 
that the catalog of 1929 declared. "Simplicity in dress is insisted upon. and mod
esty of attire is demanded of all young women of the school." Parents were urged 
lo have their daughters' clothing made at home and to forbid them to alter their 
dresses "to conform with extravagant and extreme fashions.'' The young women 
were also encouraged to deposit their money in the club upon arriving and were for
bidden to keep more than fifty cents in their rooms.167 President Roy fanatically 
enforced the dress code by looking al the length of the girls' skirts before they left 
campus. Some of the young ladies, however, knew how to pass the president's 
inspection and still be fashionable. As one Normalite of the early twenties remem· 
bered it: "Short dresses were just then hitting the Deep South, and some of the 
more affluent girls had new suits with the shorter hem lines. They managed to low
er them to a respectable length until they passed by Mr. Roy's eagle eye: as soon 
as they cleared the gates, up they came."168 Others were not so fortunate and their 
parents received letters notifying them of their daughters' indiscretions. To one 
father President Roy wrote concerning his daughter, "l have found fault with her 
on more than one occasion, both on account of the low neck dresses she has worn 
and the shortness of her skirts.'' 169 

President Roy was also adamantly opposed to the fashion of girls bobbing their 
hair. He prohibited the practice among the Normal girls and ordered them to put 
up their hair when observing or practice teaching. But, in this instance. President 
Roy was overwhelmed by students who cul their hair in spite of bis wishes. One 
Normalite remembered, "It was the year that I approached my sixth term (of 
three months), that l ran afoul of the Bobbed Hair Rule! We had heard that one 
would be 'shipped' if she cut her hair, but no one had ever been so summarily dealt 

166v.L. Roy to Senator Delos R. Johnson. January 3, 1922, Roy Papers, University Archives, A.O., 
E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. For a survey of the manners, moral~. and fashions which Roy opposed in the 
1920s see Frederick Lewis Allen, 011/y Yesterday (New York, 1931) and Preston W . Slosson. The 
Great Crusade and After (New York. 1930). 
161sessio11. 1911-1912. louisiar1a State Normal School, Natchitoches, la., May 29. 1911-May 24. 
19 l Z (New Orleans. n.d.). 43: cited hereafter as Session, / 9 / /-1912. Louisiana State Normal School; 
Normal Quarterly, /929. 68 
168Ruth Vernon Pierce, Memoirs of Days at State Normal. 1920, Pierce Collection. Archives Division. 
Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana: cited 
hereafter as Pierce Memoirs. Pierce Collection, A.O., E.P. W .M. L., N.S.U. 
169Roy Papers. University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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with, and although we were in almost mortal fear of Mr. Roy, we had our doubts 
that he would send a girl home for that.'' While home for the Christmas holiday, 
she cut her hair and was not permitted to practice teach the spring term. She did 
do her practice teaching the foUowing term and later wrote, "Incidentally, my hair 
had not grown out sufficiently to 'put up' so my friends rolled it up for me each 
night to make it curl a little and fluff up enough so that J could wear a hair net over 
it, and seem grown-up! J was graduated with short hair ... .'' 170 By September 1923 
President Roy was ready to give up the fight against bobbed hair. He then wrote 
Superintendent Harris, "This rau we find that the large majority of higb school 
graduates that have entered Normal have bobbed hair, and I think it would be safe 
lo say that two-thirds of our girls wear their hair short. Now is there any sense in 
opposing what seems to be a pretty well-established custom among the girls and 
women of the country? l would very much appreciate a word of advice from you 
on this subject." 171 A few days later, Superintendent Harris responded, "From all 
I see as l travel over the country, I think we shall waste time and spend nervous 
energy uselessly to hold out against the style of bobbed hair. The young women of 
the state and country seem to prefer to wear their hair in that style. I suggest that 
we permit them to do so without any further protest." 172 

President Roy accepted reluctantly other fashions and fads of the "Roaring 
Twenties." Although he did not feel that young ladies should bide their natural 
beauty with cosmetics, the Normal girls disagreed and used make-up to enhance 
their attractiveness. 173 The Normal president also opP9sed the "Flapper" custom 
of girls rolling their stockings below the knees. A faculty member recounted, "I 
happened to be in the Administrative Building and Mr. Roy called me into his 
office. He said, 'You know, I've noticed a strange custom among the girls on the 
campus. They are rolling their stockings and I can see their knees when they walk 
down the halls. Whal are you doing in your department about this?' Before 1 could 
answer, he lifted my skirt and my stockings were rolled! Whereupon we both 
laughed, and that was the end of that.·• 174 

Mr. Roy also gave in on another item that he had banned from the Normal cam
pus. For twelve years he had denied the requests of the Coca Cola people to allow 
their beverage on campus. Finally, the company sent their chemist from St. Louis 
to convince him that Coca Cola was not as harmful as coffee if drunk in modera
tion. At that point, the Normal president agreed to make a test by furnishing a few 
cases of Coke to one of the dormitories and watching the effects. 175 Thus young 

170pjerce Memoirs, Pierce Collection, A.O., E.P.W.M.L. , N.S.U. 
171V.L. Roy to T .H. Harris, September 21. 1923. Roy Papers. University Archives, A.O .• 
E.P. W.M.L .. N.S.U.; Tht Natchitoches Times. July 11, 1924. 
172T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy. September 24, 1923, Roy Papers. University Archives, A .O., 
E.P.W.M. L., N.S.U. 
l 13The Natchitoches Times, July 24, 1925. 
174Thelmo Kyser quoted in Rhodes, "Old Normal,'' 23. 
115Y.L. Roy to Mrs. [Ethel L.J Hereford. June 16, 1925. Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D., 
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Americans' most popular beverage made its entrance at the Louisiana State Nor
mal College. 

Other club regulations were clearly stated in the school's annual catalogs. For 
example, the 1922 catalog listed fourteen club rules. Upon arriving in Natchjto
ches. all students had to go directly to the college where they were assigned rooms. 
They could not stay overnjght in town either then or when leaving the Normal to 
return to their homes. Girls were not allowed to spend a night away from the club 
under any circumstances. Students were permitted to visit home only once per 
quarter and to go to town on Saturday mornings to shop. No club member was to 
leave the campus without obtaining permission and reporting to the dean or proc
tor both on leaving and returning. Young women were not allowed to receive calls 
from gentlemen or long distance telephone calls unless they were from ho roe. Club 
members were not allowed to leave their dormitories after study bell without per
mission and all had to attend day church services in town on Sundays. Medicines, 
food. and matches were not to be kept in rooms while narcotic, intoxicant, and poi
sonous substances were absolutely banned. 176 By 1929, President Roy's last year, 
a few of the regulations had been liberalized, but ever so slightly. By then students 
were permHted to visit home in emergencies and at Thanksgiving, Easter, and the 
Christmas holidays. The ban on young women receiving calls from men was also 
dropped. Freshmen and sophomores couJd s611 shop in town only once a week but 
there were no restrictions on upperclassmen. In 1925 President Roy had consid
ered reinstating stricter limits on town visits when be noticed about twenty-five 
girls at the town movies. "I do not think the time should be so extended that it is 
possible for them to go and spend one and three quarters hours at the movies. •· 177 

The penalties for violating club rules did not change between 1922 and 1929. 
For a minor violation a student was put "under arrest" which meant forfeiture of 
privileges for a time. "For any grave violation of rules or of propriety, for continu
ous neglect of duty, or unbecoming conduct" the penalty was suspension or dis
missal.l78 President Roy definitely felt that certain misconduct warranted dis
missal. On several occasions, he wrote fathers informing them that their daughters 
had been dismissed for "joy riding" with young men in automobiles. 179 Another 
time he suspended the daughter of one of the school's Board of Administrators for 
taking a club girl in an automobile to a mask dance in town . Needless to say, Presi
dent Roy endured the unending hostility of that board member. 180 The outraged 
board member should have received some consolation from realizing that Presi-

176rhe Normal Quarterly of 1he State Normal College, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Catalog. 1922. 
An11ouncemen1sfor Thirty-eighth Year. Rostero/Stude11ts and Graduates for /921. XI (April 1922). 
45; cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, /922, 
177Normal Quarterly, /929. 69-70; V.L. Roy to Mrs. [Ethel L.J Hereford, January 3, 1925, Roy 
Paj:,rs, University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
17 Normal Quarterly, 1922, 45; Normal Quarterly. 19}9, 10. 
179Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
180[bid. 
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dent Roy's stern discipline applied equally to all students including his own chil
dren. Reuben Sanford Roy, the president's son, was also dismissed from the Nor
mal. As he remembered, "I was shipped because l picked up a carload of girls at 
the college entrance and gave them a lift to town. That night at the dinner table 
my father folded his arms on the chair and said, 'When it comes home, it's hard.' 
l had to go to school at L.S.U. There were no exceptions. " 181 On another occasion 
President Roy refused to let a young man return to the Normal for the next quar
ter, explaining, "I . .. did my best to prevail on him to abandon his idleness, cutting 
of classes, loafing and loitering. r appealed to him in every way that l lcnew how; 
I threatened him with dismissal; 1 suspended him on one occasion; but all to no 
avail. The State Normal College cannot afford to carry timber that is as dead as 
that.''182 However, in some instances the Normal president showed genuine con
cern for a student's reputation. Instead of dismissing one young lady summarily 
for leaving campus without permission and going to town unsupervised, he 
requested her mother withdraw her at the end of the quarter. Despite his taking 
extreme disciplinary action in some cases, President Roy felt that" . . . a relatively 
small number, and we believe a decreasing number of our people, are violating the 
proprieties of life. " 183 

Male students living in the club were also closely supervised especially in the 
early Roy years. After some indecision on whether to continue the men's club or 
not, in 1914, President Roy agreed to accept a list of club rules drawn up by the 
men themselves. The regulations were almost military in nature. Article one con
cerned the appearance and neatness of the men's rooms. Beds had to be made, 
tables and dressers in order, lockers' openings covered with curtains or doors, and 
clothing properly hung or stored. Every room was inspected each morning by the 
monitor. Article two concerned the use of toilet facilities and prohibited spitting 
oo the floors of toilets, halls, rooms, and galleries. The third article, regulating per
sonal behavior, included rules that boys had to be dressed going to and from the 
baths and could not "wash" their teeth over the bathtubs. Furthermore, no baths 
were to be taken in the evenings between 6:30 and 9:30. All were to avoid loud talk
ing or unnecessary visiting during study hours, were forbidden to practice musical 
instruments in dormitories, and were to avoid slamming doors. The last articles 
forbade smoking, prohibited hazing, and admonished the men to be clean in dress 
at aJJ times. They were not to loiter around the dining hall after meals and were to 
be in bed with lights out at ten o'clock. The Normal men were to wear coats and 
collars at meals and to conduct themselves ''in the way becoming a gentleman."184 

IS I Quoted in Douglas, "Roy," 26. R.S. Roy graduated from L.S.U. in 1919 and received the M.D. 
degree from Tulane University in 1925. 
182v.L. Roy to T.H. Harris, September 27, 1923, Roy Papers, University Archives, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
lSlv.L. Roy to P.C. Authrement, August 8, 1923, ibid. 
1&4Men"s Club Rules, September 14, 1915, ibid. 
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Despite their close supervision in the dormitories, the men were given more off
campus privileges than women. They could go to Sam's fruit store between 5:00 
and 7:30 p.m. and could swim in Chaplin's Lake between 6:30 and 8:00 in the eve
nings as long as they returned to campus by 8:00 p.m. Men students were also per
mitted to_go to town on Wednesdays between four and six o'clock and on Saturdays 
between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. These were times, naturaUy, when women were con
fined to campus. However, even male students could not go to town at night with
out the president's permission and, like women, they had to attend church ser
vices. 185 Problems arose in enforcing the numerous, and often unreasonable, men's 
regulations. Most of the trouble originated with graduates and teachers who occu
pied facilities with the undergraduates. Although they were granted special privi
leges, such as going to town anytime, the graduates and teachers had the worst 
kept rooms and often stayed up to 11 :30 or midnight talking loudly and disturbing 
others. To control such misconduct, one housing authority suggested a system of 
demerits which could, when they became numerous enough, end in suspension. 186 

Nol even the Normal students boarding in town escaped the web of regulations 
governing their conduct. Boys and girls were not allowed to board in the same 
home and all club rules concerning study hours and social activities were to be 
observed. No women students could attend any social functions or have dates with
out first obtaining permission from the dean and submitting the names of her 
escort and chaperone. The girls were absolutely forbidden to go out after sunset or 
attend any social or entertainment function on week nights. Of course, they could 
not ride in automobiles with men or boys and were forbidden to attend dances 
under any circumstances. Violations of the rules were lo be reported to the college 
authorities by the town lady managing the boarding house. 187 Evidently, violators 
were disciplined, for, on at least one occasion, President Roy dismissed a student 
boarding in town for riding in an automobile with a young man.188 

Despite the myriad regulations restricting student conduct, President Roy felt 
that the Normal provided ample opportunity for social contact between the sexes. 
With satisfaction, he pointed oul the occasions on which young women could frat
ernize with young men. They could meet them in the hallways of the main building 
(Caldwell Hall), between classes, and at literary society meetings on Saturday 
evenings. The girls could also meet boys in town during their shopping visits but 
were not allowed to promenade with them on the streets although they could walk 

185Men's Club Rules. June 5, 1918, ibid. 
186J.L. Graybill lo V.L. Roy. July 7, 1919, ibid. 
l87 A.A. Fredericks To Whom It May Concern, September 26, l 923, ibid; A.A. Fredericks To Whom 
It May Concern, June 4, 1924, ibid.: The Natchitoches Times. June 17, 1921 . In May, 1919 ihe Board 
of Administrators approved a ruling that all studen1s who did not live in the city or within reasonable 
driving distance of it would have to live in the dormitories. This did not apply to in-service teachers and 
married persons. Minutes, Board of Administrators. May 26. 1919. University Archives, A.O .. 
E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
188Roy Papers, University Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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to and from church with young men. They were also permitted lo attend Friday 
night movies or other entertainments with dates as well as lyceum events. 189 Even 
though the Normal grounds were enclosed by a fence with a bar across the front 
gate, young boys from town often came on campus to ride and yell in front of the 
girls' dormitories. This annoyed President Roy Lo the extent that he threatened to 
have them arrested and called on city authorities to help prevent such distur
bances.190 

The girls' reaction to having boys on campus ranged from complete disinterest 
to euphoria. One Normalite wrote in 1911 when the first men's dormitory was 
being readied. "T haven't time to 'fool away' with such specimens of humanity as 
the male sex. They are no attraction for thjs broad-minded follower and imitator 
of Socrates." She opposed boys being in the club because she felt that the" ... girls 
won't have as many limitations and we shall have to be so precise about every
thing."191 Many Normal girls, however, welcomed men lo the Normal but lament
ed that there were not enough of them. One young woman reported that dates 
" ... were practically nonexistent for the majority of us, since boys were as scarce 
as the proverbial hen's teeth; besides, many of us had a sweetheart back home or, 
as l did, at L.S.U. with whom we corresponded lengthily, and to whom were 
'true'."192 Another Normalite felt that, "The only trouble about the boys here is 
that there are not enough lo go around. The few that are here are already mort
gaged. lam informed; so you see a poor freshie hasn't much of a chance." Yet she 
felt that the Normal boys were the "most wonderful of ball players" and heavenly 
musicians and obviously she enjoyed meeting them on her allowed weekly visit to 
town. With a sense of humor, she wrote" ... there never were such religious boys 
in any place as here. They never miss a Sunday to go to church. They certainly are 
thoughtful too, for they remain outside and keep down the noise, so that the Nor
mal girls may better understand the sermon." 193 Obviously, many Normal girls 
enjoyed having boys on the "Hill" and probably had more social contact with them 
than President Roy anticipated. 

Nevertheless, the sexes were carefully segregated on tbe Normal campus by pol
icy. Boys were not allowed to loiter talking or sitting with girls. Students who vio
lated this rule had to spend their free periods in the president's office for three 
weeks. The library and dining hall had separate female and male entrances which 

l89V .L. Roy to T.H. Harris. March 15, 1923, ibid. Superintendent Harris felt that President Roy was 
allowing" . . . just about the right amount of social contact between the sexes at lhe Normal School. 
I think we all agree that the girls should not be completely isolated: and also do we agree that proper 
safeguards should be thrown up around them. This you seem to be doing." T.H. Harris to V.L. Roy. 
March 17, 1923, ibid. 
190v.L. Roy to J .E. Keegan. Sr .. November 6, 1923: V.L. Roy to Mayor J.H. Keyser, October 20, 
1924, V.L. Roy to Carl Henry. February 14, 1924, ibid. 
I 9I Willie Irene Gibbs to her mother [ 1911 ?), Sill Collection, Archives Division, Eugene P. Walson 
Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
192pjerce Memoirs. Pierce Collection. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
193" A Freshie's Impression of the Normal Boys," October 21, 1915, Potpourri. /9/6, 273-74. 
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applied to faculty as well as students. Meanwhile, on Saturdays the library was 
open to young men in the morning and young women in the afternoon.194 In the 
way of recreation. dancing between boys and girls was not allowed but the girl:; 
co_uld dance.together in the afternoons allhougb President Roy may have regretted 
this concession when the Charleston became popular. The girls also danced with 
each other_ every Frida_y ni~ht in the dining room.1 95 Finding the Friday night 
dances boring. they decided in 1913 to have a gala a ff air, a Thanksgiving German. 
The Social Hall was festively decorated and some of the girls dressed as boys 
escorte~ others to the dance. ''Therefore. although the gentlemen had very effemi
nate voices, and an overabundance of hair. they could 'guide' and were very gal
lant. So the feminine hearts were glad!" The boys enjoyed similar dances among 
themselves after the Saturday night society meetings.196 There certainly must 
have been great joy on the "Hill" when the first all-college dance was held in 1929. 
"The dance was held in the Women's Gym.and it was decorated to the last degree. 
It was a huge success; so successful, that, following it, other dances through the 
year - and through the years - have taken place." 197 

Boys and girls were allowed to go to Friday night movies together in Caldwell 
under the watchful eye of the college authorities. The weekly movies, the most pop
ular recreation at the Normal. originated with Professor George Williamson who 
began by showing stereopticon slides. The presentations were so popular that the 
college soon obtained a modern motion picture projector. for ten cents, occasion
ally fifteen cents if the program was outstanding, the students were treated to two 
movies between seven and nine o'clock. Since the purpose was to instruct as well 
as entertain. the first film was either a travelogue or industrial film and the second 
a high-class drama or comedy. 1911 A boy would meet his date at Social Hall and 
walk her to Caldwell Hall. The deans chaperoned the movies to prevent handhold
ing and flipped the lights on and off to ensure proper student conduct. After the 
show, the young man escorted his date back to Social Hall often stopping to sit and 
converse with her in one of the booths erected for that purpose. Naturally, at an 
early hour the deans had the young ladies safely tucked away in their dormitories. 

194Rhodes, "Old Normal," 31: The Natchitoches Times, February l l. t916. 
195Rhodes, "'Old Normal," 31-32. 
196Potpourri, /9/4;Social Hall was lhe old frame Model School Building which was relocated back 
of the new Training School in the vicinity of the president's home and the women's dormitories. The 
lirst floor contained a reception room where young women and faculty member~ could receive parents, 
out-of-town friends, and other guests. The students often relaxed lhere before evening study ball and 
organizations held meetings and social functions Lhere. The Dean of Women's apartments were also 
on the first floor Pierce Memoir... Pierce Collection, A .O., E.P W.M .L .. N .S.U .. Normal Quarterly, 
1928. 70-71. 
197Miss Catherine Winters quoted in Rhodes, "Old Normal," 32. 
198The Shreveport Times. March 17, 1921. The radio was also introduced al the Normal during the 
early twenties by F.G. Fournet, professor of physics. He later taught a very popular course m radio. 
Pierce Memoirs, Pierce Collection, A.O., E .P.W.M L.. N.S.U.; The Natch11oches Enterprise, Sep
tember 21, 1922; Current Sauce, November 9, 1922. 
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Smoking and drinking were absolutely forbidden on campus and violators were 
punished by "shipping ... 199 

Although social activities were limited at the Normal, students were certainly 
not bored from inactivity. In the fall, winter, and spring terms the student's day 
began with breakfast at 8:00 a.m. (later changed to 7:30), followed by classes, 
lunch at 12: IO p.m. (later changed to 12:30 p.m.), more classes, and dinner at 5:00 
p.m. During the summer term the schedule was modified with classes in the morn
ing and laboratories and a rest period in the afternoon. Every student had to attend 
daily assembly and participate in assembly singing on Tuesdays and Wednes
days.200 A student could not take more than twenty-five hours or drop a course 
without the permission of the teacher, advisor, and president. The maximum load 
was later reduced lo eighteen hours with a student taking from twelve to eighteen 
hours, depending upon the number of quality points earned the previous term. Any 
student not earning a minimum number of quality points was required to withdraw 
from the Normal for a period of time prescribed by the president. 201 Students were 
also limited in the number of extracurricular activities they could undertake. They 
could engage in no more than two major activities, such as editor of the Potpourri 
or Current Sauce, member of a varsity team, or class representative. Two minor 
activities, such as membership in college organizations and clubs or president of 
the student body. equaled one major activity.202 Student activities were proliferat· 
ing so rapidly at the Normal, as they were on other campuses in the 1920s. that the 
college authorities probably felt the need for some restrictions. 

Among existing campus organizations, many of the pre-Roy-era groups 
remained active. The four early literary societjes, Seekers After Knowledge. the 
Eclectic Literary Society, the Modern Culture Club, and Mortar Board continued 
to hold a special place in the minds and hearts of the Normalites. Although society 
credits were required for graduation, membership in a literary society represented 
more than just fulfilling an obligation. These organizations were sources of fierce 
pride and competition among the students and welded them into large "families" 
of caring people. In 1917 still another society. the Caspari Literary Society, was 
established for students in the lower terms. The next year, however. because war 
conditions brought lower enrollment, the new society was united with the Mortar 
Board. Finally. in 1919, it was recognized as a higher literary society and within 
a few years, Freshman Literary Societies were organized for freshmen students.203 

By 1926 thcre were many students who commuted to the college daily. Since it was 
inconvenient for these students to attend the evening meetings of a regular Ii terary 

199The Shreveport Times, May 3. 1959; Rhodes, '"Old Normal," ' 33-34. 
200Session, I 9 ! /-1912. Louisiana State Normal School. 43; Normal Quarterly, J 9 J 9, 44; ibid. , 1929, 
68. 
201 1b1d., 1916, 42-43; ibid .• /928. 61 -63 
202tbid .. 1918. 45-46. 
203Jbid., 31: Potpourri, /911 : ibid., /923. 202; ibid .. /928. 
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s~iety, a Commuters Club was established. Meeting in the daytime, the club pro
vided commuters with training in public speaking. program preparation, and gen
eral ~tage pr~sence. Participation in the Commuters Club counted for the literary 
credits requ1red for graduation.204 The literary societies of the Roy years gave 
Normal ~tu~ents valuable practice in parliamentary law, debate, declamation, 
poetry,_ singing, and athletics. Nevertheless, as on college campuses throughout 
t~e nation, the literary societies were replaced gradually by fraternities and sorori
ues. 

Rel!gious organizalions also remained prominent in the life of the Normal stu
dents lil the early decades of the twentieth century. Although several of the earlier 
ones went out of existence, the Y.W.C.A. and the Y.M.C.A. maintained their 
sponsorship of religious and charitable projects on campus as well as engaging in 
s~hool war work. Both organizations contributed to the social life of the Norma
ht~s by hosting parties and receptions for students and faculty. The Catholic stu
dents repla_ced the Apostleship of Prayer in the fall of 1925 with the Newman 
Club, a national organization of Catholic men and women at nonsectarian schools 
and -~lieges. Its purpose was to uplift the religious life of the students and foster 
a spmt of fellowship among them. Since it was a national organization, the New
man Club developed broad interests and intercollegiate affiliations among the par-
. . . d 205 0 t1c1patmg stu ents. ne year later, in the summer of 1926, the Baptist Student 

Union was reorganized "to make Christ the Leader oftbe Baptist students on the 
campus .... "206 With the Newman Club and the Baptist Student Union two of the 
largest denominations on campus bad their own organizations, 'while the 
Y.W.C.A . . a~d Y.M.C.A. cut across denominational lines in their appeal to stu
dents. Add1t1onally, many students became involved with the local churches where 
the~ attende~ ~unday services. Certainly, the Normal students had ample oppor
tunity for spmtual growth and development. 

Music took on an expanded role at the State Normal College during the Roy era. 
In 1915_ the Normal Band, because of its outstanding reputation, received the hon
or of being asked to play at the State Fair in Shreveport. President Roy and Band
master H. W. Stopher immediately accepted the offer, charging six hundred dol
lars plus train fare for the appearance. About thirty band boys made the trip to 
Shrev~port and, while there, lived in four small tents covered by a larger tent on 
the fairgrounds. To make sure the boys had proper food, President Roy sent a 
school cook and waiter along with them. Next, he arranged for a train Lo take five 
hundred Normal students to the State Fair on School and College Day to see the 
band march and the Louisiana State Normal-Louisiana Industrial Institute foot-

2041bid. 
l05Jbid .. J 9/9, 111; ibid .. J 926; ibid., I 918: Normal Quarterly. (9/6, 46-47: ibid .. 1926, 96. 
206Po1po11rri. 1927: ibid .. 1918. 
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ball game. The Normal Band also gave concerts and participated in other school 
activities throughout_ the year.207 The Normal Orchestra was a voluntary group of 
music students, a dozen or more in 1912, who provided music at assemblies and 
other college functions. 208 For those students who enjoyed music of a lighter vari
ety, a Mandolin and Guitar Club was organized in the fall of 191 l by R. W. Wins
tead. The club was open to any student, whether enrolled in the School of Music 
or not, and provided musical entertainment at school activities.209 For those who 
preferred singing and had the necessary ability, Browne Martin, director of the 
School of Music, established the Choral Society in 1912. The Choral Society 
appeared on musical programs, in festivals and pageants, and presented one canta
ta yearly. There was also a Glee Club which participated in campus programs and 
entertainments.210Undoubtedly, the number and success of musical organizations 
were due largely to the outstanding School of Music which the Normal had devel
oped. 

Among the new organizalions, the most notable, at least in numbers, were the 
department clubs. Students dedicated to the study of a particular discipline soon 
found others with similar interests and under the auspices of an academic depart
ment, they formed a club. Among those established at the Normal during the early 
Roy years were: the Contemporary Life Club, Le Cercle Francais, the Latin Club, 
and the Rural Life Club. The Contemporary Life Club, organized in 1913, was one 
of the most active of the early student clubs. Designed to promote leadership quali
ties and civic awareness among social science students, the club discussed contem
porary social, economic, and political issues at its meetings. More importantly, the 
Contemporary Life Club began publishing a school newspaper. the Current 
Sauce, in 1914. Only a six-page biweekly in the beginning, the Curren/ Sauce's 
purpose was" ... to reflect every phase of the student's Hf e. It must give the news 
and at the same time furnish an outlet for the expression of the best thought of the 
student body."211 The early school newspaper included coverage of world, nation
al. state, local, and campus events, poems, humor, and other student contributions, 
editorials, and advertisements. Subscription rates together with advertisement 
fees and, perhaps, funding from the Contemporary Life Club, supported the news
paper. The subscription rates which were twenty cents per term and fifty cents per 

207H.W. Stopher to Louis N. Brueggerhoff, June 7, 1915, Roy Papers, University Archives, A.D .. 
E.P. W M.L., N.S.U.: V.L. Roy to L.N . Brueggerhoff, October 8, 1915, ibid.; V.L. Roy to John Kauff
man, October 20, 1915, ibid. The band was discontinued from 1917 lo 1931 . Northwestern State Uni
versity Al11mr,i Columns (Winter, 1983). 
208 Normal Quarterly, 1912. 28; ibid., 1928, 95. 
2091bid., /9/2, 28; ibid., /928, 95. 
210Po1po1mi. 1913. 120; Normal Quarterly. /928, 95-96. 
211 Potpourri. /915: Normal Quarterly, 1914-J'J/ 5, 48. 
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Contemporary Life Club 

year in 1914 rose to twenty-five cents and seventy-five cents in 1915. The Contem
porary Life Club continued publishing the Current Sauce until it became the offi· 
cial organ of the student body in 1918.212 Le Cercle Franca is, also founded in 1913, 
was a literary society in which no English was spoken. Open to all students of 
French, the club was dedicated to the preservation and promotion of the French 
language.213 Taking their cue from the two older clubs, students of Latin, under 
the direction of Professor R.N. Winstead, established the Latin Club in 1914 to 
supplement the work of the Latin Department. One of the most active student 
organizations, the Latin Club. in addition to its regular meetings. published a Lat
in paper, Vox Discipu/orum, presented Latin plays in public, and hosted a Latin 
social at which the guests wore Roman togas and enjoyed Latin games and con
tests. For a brief time during World War I the club disbanded to allow its members 
to do additional war work and turned its money over to the Y. W .C.A. and the Red 
Cross for war projects. In 1919, with the war emergency ended, the Latin Club 
resumed its normal activities.214 The Rural Life Club was composed of students 

21 2Bcssic L. Brock, "History oflhe Current Sauce: You 'vc Come A Long Way." Copy of student paper 
in ~ession of author. 
21 Normal Quarterly, 19/4-1915, 47. 
214Potpourri, 1915:ibid., 1919. 130. 
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majoring either in ruraJ education or agriculture. Devoted to developing a general 
interest in and knowledge of rural life, the members studied conditions ;lnd prob
lems of rural living, enjoyed demonstrations of rural education, and analyzed sur
veys of rural communities. By 1929 the Rural Life Club was replaced by an Agri
cultural Club which concentrated on the study of current agricultural problems, 

. d f l . I . 21s including experiment stations an arm egts a lion. 
In the 1920s additional department clubs were established as students devel

oped interests in some of the newer cwricula being offered by the Normal. Among 
the twenties clubs were: the Dramatic Club, Euthenics Club, Spanish Club, 
English Club, and Science Club. The Dramatic Club, organized in 1923 by Fran
ces Davis, assistant professor of English and Dramatic Art, staged at least one play 
every term for the enjoyment of the students and general public. The more success
ful productions were later taken on the road to other Louisia~a. cities for pe~for
mances. The Dramatic Club also produced each year three onginal plays written 
by students and entered in the Lesche annual playwriting contest: So successful 
were the productions of the Dramatic Club, that its members, admitted only after 
talent tryouts, became known as the "Davis Players."216 Girls majori~g in h~~e 
economics organized the Euthenics Club in 1926 to promote a professional sptrtt, 
develop sociability, and foster culture among its members. Additionally. the local 

E · As · · 217 club was affiliated with the National Home conom1cs soc1at1on. 
By the end of President Roy's administration, 192~, th~ee additional clubs ~ad 

been established: a Science Club for those interested tn science and mathematics, 
a Spanish Club, and an English Club. The Science Club introduced students to 
industrial applications of mathematics and science while the Spanish Club pres
ented the customs and traditions of Spaniards and emphasized the speaking of 
Spanish. The English Club focused on the study of English literature as reflective 
of past tendencies and movements. 218 The excellent work ~f the depart~en_t clubs 
was recognized by the college authorities when they required two credits tn club 
work as well as three literary society credits for all four-year students. Two-year 
students were given the option of either two credits in a literary society or two cred
its in a department club.219 

21 SNomral Quarterly. /925, 79; ibid., /929. 91; Potpourri, 1928. 
216Normal Quarterly, /925, 19; Potpourri, /928. . . 
217 tbid.; Normal Quarterly, J 9 27. 99. The study or home economics ~ece1ved a boost in_ 19 25 when the 
Practice Couage was erected at a cost of S 12,000. The one-story brick building con1,11ned ten rooms 
where the home economics students were required to live one term. Normal Q11ar1erlJ1

• /929. 72. 77, 
218tbid., /925, 79·80; Potpourri, 1928. 
219Normal Quar1erl1•. /928. 91 

139 



Northwestern State University 

Purple Jacket Club 

In ~ddition to department clubs, there were other campus groups which acted 
~ore m the nature of service organizations. In the 1920s a fire brigade was estab
hs~ed a~ong the boys at .th~ Normal to increase fire protection on the campus 
which still had wooden buildings. The brigade had some three thousand dollars in 
equipment including four hose carts equipped with twenty-four hundred feet of 
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hose, four ladders, personal equipment for thirty men, and a life net. The boys 
attended classes in fire brigade for which they were given credit in physical educa
tion. They were also responsible for checking the sixty-five fire extinguishers 
placed about the campus buildings. 220 To disseminate news of the Norma I to Loui
siana's weekly newspapers. a Normal Booster Club was established in 1926. The 
next year, when its name was changed to the Normal Press Association, it bad 
members from almost every parish in Louisiana who wrote news articles for their 
local papcrs.221 In 1926, under the supervision of President Roy himself, the Pur
ple Jacket Club, the most important of the Normal's service organizations, was 
established. The Purple Jackel Club was limited to fifteen or sixceen members 
nominated by the members themselves and selected by a committee of President 
Roy, the dean of women, and several faculty members. The club members in their 
purple jackets assisted at special occasions including freshman days, graduation, 
lyceums, rallies, and other events. 222 The Purple Jackets soon gained a position of 
respect, lrU$t, and leadership on campus and inclusion in their ranks became a 
much sought-after honor. 

As the Normal enrollment increased, student activities proliferated. and the 
independence of the "Roaring Twenties" appeared on campus, it was natural that 
the students requested some voice in the affairs of the college. Their appeal was 
met in 1925 when the Student Association was established. The membership of the 
association was the entire student body while the officers consisted of a president, 
vice-president, and secretary-treasurer. A legislative assembly, composed of the 
three officers and two representatives from each class. had "the power to legislate 
in all matters of general student activities, interests and discipline, provided all 
laws, rules and regulations before becoming effective shall have received the 
approval or sanction of the Commillee of Thirteen." The Committee of Thirteen 
consisted of six students representing various organizations, six faculty members, 
and the president of the college. The constitution of the Student Association also 
provided for an Honor Council with the duty "to try all cases of infraction of laws, 
rules. and regulations passed by the Legislative Assembly. The Council may also 
try cases of dishonesty and cheating which shall be reported."223 The Student 
Association's honor council was in addition to an already existing honor system 
which had been established in 1914. According to the Normal catalogs, its chief 
purpose was "to exert a moral force directed toward scrupulous honesty in all scho
lastic work." The older honor system was governed by a board consisting of a rep
resentative elected by each class with the representative of the graduating class 
acting as chairman. The sessions of the board were executive and its decisions sub-

220p,Jtp011rri. /926. 
221 tbid .. 1928. 
222tbid., /929. 
223siate Normal College. Natchitoches. umisiana. The S111de111 fla11dbook. September /925. Roy 
Papers. University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Pellis. "Dcvclopmcnl of Slate Normal Col
lc.ac," JJ. 
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ject to approval by the president of the college.224 Evidently, the governing board 
of the honor system handled cases of dishonesty in academic affairs while the Stu
dent Association's Honor Councjl concerned itself with violations of regulations 
passed by the Legislative Assembly. Although the Student Association was not 
listed in the ca ta logs during the Roy years, it provided a means for student involve
ment in college affairs and discipline and provided a medium for interaction 
between administration, faculty, and students. 

For those students who were interested, fraternities and sororities made their 
appearance on the Normal campus during the twenties. The 1929 college catalog 
listed three active fraternities: Lambda Zeta. Sigma Delta Gamma, and Alpha 
Phi Gamma. a national honorary journalistic fraternity. That year, Sigma Tau 
Gamma also established a chapter at the Normal. Although no houses were avail
able for the fraternal organizations, campus facilities were provided for their 
meetings. The Normal also had chapters of four national educational sororities: 
Della Sigma Epsilon, Sigma Sigma Sigma, Theta Sigma Upsilon, and Pi Kappa 
Sigma. There was also one local sorority, Sigma Alpha. Each organization had a 
faculty advisor while a faculty committee of three advised all fraternities and 
sororities in general.225 In 1928, a Panhellenic Association of all sororities was 
established to regulate the general work of the sisterhoods and to encourage coop
eration in solving problems.226 Following a national trend, fraternities and sorori
ties became a permanent and integral part of the social life of the Normal within 
a few years and gradually replaced the literary societies. 

Athletics in the period 191 J- I 929 gained a tremendous popularity at the Nor
mal. Men's varsity football and basketball games attracted student and town fans. 
Although the Normal teams suffered from a lack of equipment and too few boys 
to play, they had an outstanding coach, H. Lee Prather, who developed excellence 
and integrity in sports. When Coach Prather became head of the department of 
physical education in 1913. the football equipment of the Normal consisted of" 
... 13 pair of plow shoes with cleats nailed on them by a local shoe cobbler, 13 pairs 
of nondescript trousers, and 13 pairs of cotton jerseys. There was not a single head 
guard in the equipment, nor were there any shoulder or knee pads."227 During his 
first six years, Coach Prather did not have enough boys to form two football teams 
so he had to divide his squad for scrimmage. Furthermore. during the early years 

224Normal Quarterly, 1919. 43: ibid., 1928. 58; Pettis. "Development of State Normal College," 33. 
225Normal Quarterly, 1919. 93; Potpourri, 1927: ibid., /928, ibid., 1929. The 1927 Po/pourri also 
includes Sigma Delta Tau fraternity. For a delightful account of the installation of Phi Chapter of Del
ta Sigma Epsilon see Genevieve f<leinknecbt-Gregg, "Installation of Phi Chapter," The Shield of Del
ta Sigma Epsilon, X (May 1926), I 6-18. 
226Potpourri, 1929. 
227"Story of Athletics in State Traced by Prather in Talk," (August 23, I 929J newspaper clipping in 
Melrose Scrapbook #69 1 30. Melrose Collection, Archives Division, Eugene P. Wat.son Memorial 
Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana; cited hereafter as Prather," Athlet· 
ics In State." 
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there were no rules of eligibility except at Louisiana State University and Tulane. 
A college could use any player "that happened to be bandy at game time" and any 
instructor could decide whether a player who was doing poorly academically took 
part in a game or not. With such handicaps, it is not surprising Coach Prather 
admitted "the outcome of athletic contests at the teachers college had not been 
phenomenal," yet he felt the Normal team always put up a good showing despite 
the low enrollment of men. 228 Actually the men's basketball team had an excellent 
record against other state teams. For example, they gained the Louisiana Intercol
legiate Athletic Association's championship in 1922 by winning ten out of fifteen 
games.229 

T he establishment of the L.l.A.A. demonstrated the growing interest in athlet
ics at Louisiana colleges. Formed about 1915, with Coach Prather as one of its 
founders, the LI.A.A. began with three members: the Normal, Louisiana College. 
and Southwestern at Lafayette. It gradually expanded to include Centenary at 
Shreveport, Louisiana Tech at Ruston. and St. Charles at Grand Coteau. The 
Normal remained in the LI.A.A. until 1927 when it joined the growing Southern 
[ntercollegiate Athletic Association.230 Despite his intense interest in sports, H. 
Lee Prather recognized the proper role of athletics at the Normal. He felt that the 
main function of the Normal was to train athletic coaches in all sports. For this rea
son, he refused to consider dropping spring sports. such as baseball and track. and 
felt that instead of developing a quarterback. center, or guard, each player should 
be able t~ fill any position in order to be able to coach when he graduated. 231 Presi
dent Roy agreed with Coach Prather's view of athletics and objected vigorously 
when he learned other state colleges were offering prospective student athletes 
"monitorships" which paid all their expenses but required little or no work in 
return. At one college the merchants of the town even bought most of the athletes' 
clothing. On the other hand, the practice at the Normal was to pay all scholarship 
students, including athletes, a fixed amount per hour of actual work. President 
Roy rightfully felt the Normal was at a disadvantage recruiting potential athletes 
and asked Superintendent Harris to investigate athletic practices at the several 
state colleges.232 The superintendent fully agreed witl1 President Roy, stating, 
" ... I feel very strongly on this subject of clean athletics. I believe that there is 
much merit in physical education training if it is of the right kind; but when col
leges place football and other athletics on a pedestal far above the other activities 

2281bid. 
229porpourrl, 1912. 212. 
230Prather, "Athletics In State." 
231Jbid. . . 
232v.L. Roy lo T.H . Harris, April 21, 1923. Roy Papers, ~·D:• E;P.W.~.L., N.S.U:; ! ·H· Harns to 
/\.8. Dinwiddie, April 23, 1923. ibid.; V.L. Roy to A.B. D1nw1dd1e, Apnl 25, 1923. 1b1d. 
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of the college, infinitely more harm than good is done the student body.''233 He 
urged an investigation of college athletics at Louisiana's colleges and the next year 
the Survey Commission report concluded" ... that athletics is occupying too large 
a place in the life of the schools and is not upon the highest level." It also stated, 
"Ruston has undoubtedly gone further in overemphasis and undesirable practices 
than have Lafayette and Natchitoches."234 Louisiana Tech was probably the col
lege President Roy alluded to when he originally asked for the investigation. 

While the Survey Commission criticized the overemphasis on sports at Louisi
ana colleges, it also recognized that athletics were instrumental in building colle
giate spirit and loyalty. In recognition of the Normal's spirit and in order to 
encourage it further, in 1923 President Roy and Coach Prather decided the Nor
mal teams deserved a mascot. A~er all, they were playing Tigers, Bulldogs, Gree
nies. Wolves, Wildcats, and Gentlemen, yet they had no mascot themselves. A con
test was held among the students to select an appropriate mascot. They were to 
submit names with the winning suggestion earning the student a ten-dollar prize. 
A committee of three, President Roy, Dr. Jesse Hazzard, and Professor John E. 
Guardia, were to make the final selection, but the response was so great that the 
best they could do was setlle on Braves or Demons. Both names were submitted to 
the student body whose final choice was Demons. 235 The 1924 Potpourri por
trayed for the first time the Normal "Demon" in a rather nondescript drawing.236 

Henceforth, the Demons took to the field and court in search of honor and glory 
for Old Normal. 

Although Normal women did not engage in varsity sports, they did more than 
just cheer the men's teams. Many girls participated in inter-society and inter-class 
athletic contests. Those that did not were exposed to sports in the required physical 
education courses. A Women's Athletic Association was organized in 1925-26 and 
a year later it joined the National Women's Athletic Association. Under its aus
pices, girls participated in swimming, track, field, and tennis meets as well as soc
cer, hockey, basketball, and volleyball tournaments. Those competing successfully 
earned an "N" sweater and became a member of the "N'' Club. The W.A.A. also 

:mT.H. Harris to A.B. Dinwiddie, April 23, 1923, ibid. 
234survey Commission Report, 34. 
235The Natchitoches Times. October 26, 1923; The Natchitoches Enterprise, November 8, 1923; 
"Normal Names Athletic Tearn," November 8, 1922 [ 1923]. Roy Papers. University Archives, A.D., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. Other names submiued were: Spartans, Lions. Fighters. Warriors, Chiefs, 
Eagles, Falcons. Boosters, Sharks, Braves, Gridiron Knights, Bearcats. Daredevils, Emperors. Can· 
nons. Deers, Bucks, Musketeers, lnvinciblcs, Big Chiefs, Panthers. Indians, Giants. Wolves, Serpents, 
Pelicans. Prather's Ground Hogs. Royalists. Victors. Cyclops, Professors, Cannon Balls, Cavaliers. 
Leopards, Reds(kins), Pioneers, Wasps and Raulesnakes 
23bP01po11rri, 1924. Another indication of the growing spirit at the Normal was the erection of a large 
"N" on top of the college water tower. Fourteen feet high and twelve feet wide, the Jeuer contained I 00 
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The Normal Demon 

sponsored popular campus activities such as the "Barndoor-Bailhay Circus" and 
a masquerade Carnival Ball.237 

Most colleges develop unique traditions throughout the years and the Normal 
was no exception. Among the interesting traditions of the early Normal were the 

237 Potpourri. /918. 
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cedar rope, senior day, class memorials, and the May Day celebration. The first 
three involved the graduating classes of the Normal. The cedar rope was a ceremo
ny added to the commencement exercises in 1913. A cedar rope, made by the stu
dents themselves, was carried on the shoulders of the graduates and then passed 
on to the nexi class as a symbol of the continuing responsibility of upholding the 
high ideals of the Normal.238 In 1928 the first senior day was held during which 
the seniors were honored at an investiture ceremony where they received their caps 
from President Roy. The next year, senior day activities were expanded to include 
a noon banquet and an evening reception honoring the graduates.239 Before gradu
ating, each class showed its gratitude to the Normal by giving the school a class 
memorial. In a dedication ceremony. the class roU, brief biographies of its mem
bers, the graduation program and invitation were placed in a copper box and 
enclosed in the masonry of the memorial. A marble tablet marked the gift. The 
eight quarterly classes from the summer of 1913 through the spring of 1915 each 
gave an electrolier which lined the entrance walks. The next sixteen classes, from 
Lhesummer of 1915 to the spring of 1919, gave the memorial gate which was erect
ed in Lhe late fall of 1919. The summer class of 1919 donated a ninety-foot flag
staff. The succeeding five classes, from the fall of 1919 through the fall of 1920. 
gave furniture for the Social Room while the summer, winter, and spring classes 
of 1925 presented the college with the fishpond and fountain in front of Caldwell 
Hall. Evidently, the custom of class memorials ended in I 925, for no later mention 
of class gifts was made in the Normal catalogs.240 Another major celebration 
begun during the Roy years was the May Festival. The first festival in 1915 includ
ed the election of a May queen, her coronation, and a May Pole dance performed 
by more than five hundred white-clad girls. Folk dancing, racing, and other activi
ties filled the day. The next year, the festival program emphasized dances based 
on Shakespeare's plays. For years the May Festival was the major annual event on 
campus.241 

While the Normal students were expanding their campus activities, they also 
became increasingly involved with national events and movements. In particular, 
the entrance of the United States into World War I in April, 1917, had a profound 
effect on the college. Patriotism swept the Normal and its young men rushed into 
military service ''to make the world safe for democracy." With tremendous pride, 
and a little exaggeration, the 1919 Potpourri declared: 

The spirit of' 17 is unsurpassed by any other in history. For a typical pic
ture of this spirit just cast your eyes on Normal in the spring of 1917. then 

2381bid., /913. 188; Pierce Memoirs. Pierce Collection, A.D., E.P. W .M.L., N.S.U; A.L. Oucournau, 
interview with author, Natchitoches, La .. January 30, 1984. 
2J9Potpourri, /928:ibid., /929. 
240Normol Quorcerly. 1929, 97; The Nocchitoches Enterprise. June 26, 1919. 
241 Ibid., April 29, May 6, 1915; The Shreveport Times, May 29, 1916; Currem Sauce, May 6, 1915. 
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May Day Celebration 

in lhe fall of 1918. In the spring of 1917 tbere were more tban a bundred 
boys in attendance- a fine hardy group, living in peace and dreaming of 
the future when they should be directing the footsteps of the youth of the 
state. When the long contest of right against might closed in fall of 1918, 
there was not a boy of military age in the school. All who were able to bear 
arms had gone "to do and to die for the eternal right."2-4"2 

In May 1918 President Roy proudly reported that the service banner of the school, 
representing students, graduates and ex-students, contained 161 stars with one 
being gold. The gold star honored Louis M. Griffin who was one of the first volun
teers from the State Normal and was the first Louisiana man to die in service.243 

Those students remaining at the Normal followed closely the progress of the 
conflict and enthusiastically supported America's efforts to deal with war emer
gencies at home and abroad. President Roy announced, "The Normal School bas 
endeavored lo respond practically to every call upon its faculty and students in con
nection with the war. Nineteen activities and drives and si;xteen subordinate ones 
have been engaged in."244 A "Campaign of Patriotism Through Education" was 
begun and Normalites eagerly enrolled in the new courses. Especially popular 

242Potpourri, /919. I I. 
243Minutes, Executive Commillee, Board of Administrators, May 27, 1918, University Archives, 
A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Potpo11rri. 1919, 10. 
244Minutes. Executive Committee, Board of Administrators. May 27. 1918, University Archives, 
A.O .. E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
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were three courses which, under the auspices of Herbert Hoover, Federal Food 
Administrator, presented information on the production, use, and conservation of 
food. Hundreds of students studied the world's food supply and learned acceptable 
substitutes for meat, wheat, and sugar to stretch America's supply of these vital 
commodities. Equally important, the girls learned how Lo make the substitutes 
attractive and palatablc.245 To enable Normalilcs to understand the great world 
crisis and the foundations of a strong democracy, a special course in War History 
was offered. A War French course was also taught for the young men who would 
soon sec military service in France. Fortunately. the girls likewise demonstrated 
a strong interest in the War French courses because in one summer term. with 
most of the boys in military service, fifty-nine girls and only one boy enrolled. The 
library holdings expanded with books, magazines, newspapers, pamphlets. and 
other publications designed to keep the students aware of current events. Many of 
the assembly programs were also dedicated to war topics and patriotic themes.24

<, 

As the world war continued. the Normal became involved in aspects of war work 
other than purely academic activities. The faculty and students contributed gener
ously Loeach of the four Liberty bond drives. The first bond drive netted $].350 
on the " H ill"; the second, $4.150: the third, $12.600; and the fourth, $17.300. 
Lesser amounts were given to 1917 and 1918 Red Cross drives. a Y.M.C.A. drive. 
United War Work drive, Smilage Campaign, Thrifl Campaign, and Jewish and 
Armenian relief funds. 241 Supporting the American cause financially, however, 
w.ls not enough for many Normal girls who wanted lo be more actively involved 
in war wor'k. Under the leadership of the Patriotic League, organized on campus 
in 1918, and the National Auxiliary Red Cross. Normal students made thousands 
of bandages and compresses and knitted socks, .:;weaters, helmets, and mufners. 
The girls, under the direction of Miss Roberta Newell, divided into squads with 
faculty and student captains and worked during vacant periods, before dinner, and 
on Saturdayi; and Sundays. Other students prepared Christmas boxes for Ameri
can servicemen overseas. The Patriotic League initiated wheatless and meatless 
days in the boarding club which were accepted by the girls without complaint. The 

245Potpourri, /9/9, IJ; Normul Q11arterf), of 1ht> umi.1·iana Slate Normal Srhuol. 19/8 Summer 
Srhool For Teachers. VI (October 1917). 14-15; Po1po1mi, /919, 1.3; C11rren1 Sauce. January 31, 
1918. 
246pofpo11rri, /9/9, 13. The library during Roy'~ early adminis1r.itioJJ was located in two rooms in 
Caldwell Hall. Later it wu~ moved 10 the second noor of the Old Model School building where it occu· 
pied a reading room seating I 08 persons and a reference room seating thirty persons. In 1929 the collec
tion contained 28,595 volume:. including 21,262 reference and general literature books. 934 bound 
periodicals. and 6.399 govcrnmcnl documents. There were an additional 167 newspaper~ and ma~
zincs on easily accessible racks. Students could check out a, m.iny as three books for periods varymg 
from overnight 1<> two weeks. Nor111al Q11ar1erly. 1919, 71-72. 
247 PO/pourri, /9/9, t 5; "War Activities al Louisiana Slate Normal To February, 1918." Roy Papers, 
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league also presented patriotic programs at the Normal and. through graduating 
teachers, throughout the state.248 As American college students did across the 
nation, the Normalites cheerfully and patriotically supported every major war 
activity. 

The women of the Normal also demonstrated an interest in the feminist move
ment during the early Roy years. fnterestingly, the student newspaper, Current 
Sauce, covered the movement well while the official college publications tended to 
ignore it. In the summer of 1915 Miss Roberta Newell of the Normal faculty pres
ented a lecture on the feminist movement and a few weeks later Miss Kate Gordon 
of New Orleans spoke on women's suffrage. She urged women to organize clubs 
in every parish which would recruit workers, distribute literature, and pressure 
local and state officials to support the suffrage movement.249 By 1916 some Nor
mal girls had become enthusiastic supporters of the suffrage movement as evi
denced in an editorial in the Current Sauce: 

Several states of the United States have lately given expression to their 
progress by giving the franchise to their women. We are very glad to see 
this sign of departure from medieval ideas for we know that In the barbar
ic stage man considered himself not only Lhe physical superior but the 
mental superior of women as weU. Somehow despite the progress which 
man bas made in civilization he has, for some reason, clung to this errone
ous idea concerning woman·s mentality, and, consequently refused her 
the ballot. For many years the higher institutions of learning were closed 
to women. 

ft was held that she bad no use for any knowledge except a meagre 
training in the care of the home, fancy work, and social etiquette. She 
might read the less deep of the literary masterpieces but the realms of Sci
ence were considered too deep for her supposedly shallow appreciation. 
Recently these fields have been opened to women, and, in many cases, the 
great stars of the scientific universe have been women. Still the ballot bas 
been withheld but now suffrage is one of the most intensely interesting 
and most important questions before the great minds of the world. How 
this will be solved was suggested by the example of the states which led 
in the great movement. Let us hope that the other states will soon follow 
their worthy example and not bar from the ruling of the country some of 
its best citizens and from the decisions to be made so me of the greatest and 
most capable minds.250 

~!Potpourri, 1919, 12; Normal Quarterly, /9/9, 34. 
Current.Sauce, July 15, J uly 29, 1915. For Kate Gordon's role in the Louisiana suffrage movemeni 
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With the suffrage question gaining advocates on the " Hill," some town women 
suggested that the Normal students take a straw vote on the issue. Excitement 
mounted and campaigning began. Several days before the vote, the boys and girls 
freely debated the issue at Friday assembly. That evening the boys occupied the 
tennis grandstand to voice their anti-suffrage opinions to the club girls who 
responded with a suffragette parade. The next morning at breakfast, a large poster 
with the words "Votes for Women·· hung over one of the girls' tables. At dinner a 
similar poster with the wording "Down With the Women, Boys" appeared over the 
boys' tables. The girls ended the spirited day with a political ralJy during which 
they imagined themselves as candidates for state offices in 1928. Amid much 
excitement, the students voted on Monday morning and the results were predict
able: 360 for equal suffrage and 236 against it.251 After 1916 the Normal girls 
apparently lost interest in the equal suffrage movement, perhaps, because of the 
fast approaching world war. 

Unfortunately, the students at the Normal in the early Roy years did not escape 
the ravages of sickness as did those of the earlier years. Twice, in 1912 and 1918, 
classes were suspended al the school because of epidemics. The 19 I 2 outbreak of 
paratyphoid fever and, perhaps, even typhoid fever, was serious. An investigation 
by the stale department of health could not determine the exact source of infection, 
but it did reveal unsanitary conditions at the Normal, including the infestation of 
the school by bedbugs, "filthy disease bearing insupportable vermin of the night," 
as one n~wspaper termed Ll1e crillers. The health department's study, released by 
Dr. Oscar Dowling, president of the State Board of Health, reported other unsani
tary conditions at the Normal: an uncovered surface privy only 140 feet from the 
dining ball, swarming flies in the kitchen and dining balJ, contaminated water and 
milk, stagnant mosquito-breeding pools of water, improper procedures in the laun
dry, poor health care in the infirmary, and poorly functioning toilets in the main 
building.252 The Natchitoches Times, which bad earlier opposed the reelection of 
President Roy, condemned the Normal president for the unhealthy conditions and 
demanded his removal. The local newspaper also reacted angrily when Dr. Dowl
ing announced that the city's water was contaminated with bacteria.253 Altogeth
er, between 118 and 150 girls contracted the slow fever forcing the closure of the 
Normal for over three weeks in late November and early December. During this 
time, measures were taken to eradicate all sources of infection. Fifteen buildings 
were fumigated, the interiors of five buildings were painted, beds and portable 
washstands dipped in white lead, paint, and turpentine, bed springs flared with 
gasoline blowtorches, noors mopped with mercury and ammonia solutions, 452 
mattresses out of 544 burned, a water purification plant and storage tanks 
installed, stiles-type toilets erected for employees, and proper disposal of old out-

25 I Jbid.; The Natchitoches Enterprise. January 27, 1916. 
1S2The Shreveport Times. November 28, 1912, December 20, 1912; The Natchitoches Times, 
November 29, 1912, December 6. 1912; The Natchitoches Enterprise. November 21, 1912. 
253The Natchitoches Times. November 29. 1912, December 6. 1912. 
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houses and excreta. Plans were readied for a new milkhouse and refrigeration 
plant. Altogether, 4,997 pounds of sulphur, 247V1 quarts of formaldehyde, and 
I 073.4 pounds of potash were used in the massive cleanup.254 Certainly President 
Roy had to shoulder some of the responsibility for the filthy conditions at the Nor
mal, although it should be realized that he had been in office only a little over a 
year when the epidemic broke out. Furthermore, he had begun a campaign to erad
icate the bedbug infestation and eliminate the breeding places of flies and mosqui
toes prior to the epidemic.255 On December 9, 1912, the crisis ended when the Nor
mal reopened after fulfilling all the recommendations of the health department. 
Practically all tbestudents returned to their work, but, undoubtedly, they were dis
mayed when the Christmas holidays, except Christmas itself, were cancelled and 
classes held on Saturdays to make up for the days lost.256 

In the years immediately following the 1912 fever, the health of the Normal stu
dents was remarkably good despite a serious measles outbreak in December 1918. 
and a false report of the school's closing in January 1918 because of the prevalence 
of cerebro spinal meningitis in Natchitoches.257 However, in 1918 tbe Normal 
School was once again closed because of the raging Spanish influenza epidemic of 
that year. In this instance, the Normal authorities deserved praise rather than crit
icism for their handling of a flu epidemic that was nationwide, forced public clos
ings, and was often fatal. President Roy acted promptly and efficiently in protect
ing the health of the Normal students and keeping their worried parents informed 
of the conditions at the school. When Dr. Dowling ordered all schools in Natchito
ches parish closed on October 9, 1918, because of the prevalence of influenza. the 
Normal School did not then have a single case of flu. President Roy closed the 
training school immediately but continued the Normal's operation by quarantin
ing it from the outside. All students living off-campus were excluded from the 
school, although some of the town students were allowed lo move into the club 
within twenty-four hours. While the disease spread in Natchitoches, for the next 
ten days, there was still not a single case at the Normal. With great satisfaction, 
President Roy wrote T.H. Harris on October 17, "I am very glad to report that we 
have been successful in keeping influenza away from the Normal up to this 
time."258 But the task of keeping a spreading epidemic from a boarding school was 
impossible. Ironically. on the same day he had written Superintendent Harris, Dr. 

254TheShreveport Times, December 20. 1912. 
255Roy Papers, [n.d.J, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
256The Natchitoches Enterprise, December 5, 1912, December [26]. 1912. 
257Minutes, Board of Administrators, May 27, 1918. University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., 
N.S.U.; ibid., July 19, 1918. 
258V.L. Roy to Dr. Oscar Dowling, October 17, 1918, Roy Papers, University Archives, A.O .• 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; V.L. Roy to Members of The Board of Administrators of State Normal School, 
October 19, 1918, ibid.; V.L. Roy 10 T.H. Harris. October 17, 1918. ibid.; The Natchitoches Enter
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J.B. Stephens, local health officer, notified President Roy lhat he had diagnosed 
several cases of innuenza at the Normal infirmary.259 

The Normal president reacted immediately to the unwelcome news informing 
the students of the outbreak, closing the school, and notifying Dr. Dowling of the 
situation. That evening, Normalites whose parents could come pick them up by 
automobile were allowed to go home. The others were detained until they could be 
examined and found free of infection so as to prevent the spread of the disease 
through train travel. Within two days. all examinations had been completed with
out another case of innuenza appearing. The students then immediately left for 
home wearing innuenza masks to protect them from infection on the trip. Presi
dent Roy later felt that perhaps the students would have been safer staying at the 
school but he realized that neither the students nor their parents would have 
allowed that after the appearance of innuenza on campus.260 On November 18, 
after the Stale Board of Health authorized the reopening of Louisiana schools, the 
Normal resumed classes. Within three days. two cases of influenza again devel
oped and President Roy sought Dr. Dowling's advice on what action he should 
take. The doctor simply recommended that the ill be kept under constant care and 
isolated and that anyone who had contact with the victims be watched. During the 
next three weeks more than one hundred Normalites suffered nu but the cases 
were generally very mild. As he had done in the past, President Roy contacted the 
parents of every ill student and answered every inquiry concerning health condi
tions al the Normal. Gradually the disease abated and the tired Normal authori
ties relaxed.261 Considering how extensive the 1918 influenza epidemic was in 
Louisiana and the high mortality rate which resulted, the Normal School had 
fared well. Altogether, there was a total of I 32 nu cases at the Normal. but not one 
fatality. 262 Furthermore, in the remaining eleven years of President Roy's tenure 
there were no serious outbreaks of illness al the Normal. 

When President Roy begrudgingly left the Louisiana State Normal on J une 30. 
1929, he must have renected with satisfaction on his eighteen years at the helm of 
the institution. Despite problems and opposition and his own shortcomings, he had 
presided over the college when the physical plant, curricula, name, student body. 

259 V.L. Roy lo Members of the Board of Administrators of State Normal School, October 19. 1918, 
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and campus activities underwent radical change. In 1929 the Normal College was 
the twelfth largest teacher training institution in the United States. It had gradu
ated a total of 6,486 teachers in its two and four year programs. These Normal
trained teachers taught an average of eight years after graduation so the cumula
tive effect of the institution on Louisiana's public schools was striking.263 In 1921 
a national educator had succinctly evaluated President Roy's work at the Normal 
when he wrote him" ... you ... have erected there out of the beaten channels of 
progress an educational institution, which, while doing no violence to Dixie tradi
tions. just radiates the spirit of the New South."264 The compliment must have 
pleased the Normal president, for three years earlier. a newspaper reporter, upon 
visiting the Normal and interviewing its president, had concluded that President 
Roy's slogan was "Upward and Onward. " 265 Not only did the Louisiana State 
Normal College move "Upward and Onward" under V.L. Roy, its advancement 
created a parallel effect on Louisiana's entire public education system. 

263 Potpourri. J 929: Twenty-third Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal College, Natchito
ches, Louisiana. The State Teachers College of Louisiana, 1930. Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana 
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E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
265TheShreveport Times. March 25, 1917. 
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Chapter V 

"THE LIGHT OF A NEW DAY" 

Although disappointed at leaving the Louisiana State Normal College in June 
l929, Victor L. Roy was perhaps fortunate for less than four months later the 
United States plunged into a depression. Across the nation college presidents faced 
drastically reduced, and, in some cases, non-existent, capital outlay budgets, 
diminished salary schedules, and destitute students struggling to continue their 
academic pursuits. The gloom over American institutions of higher learning was 
especially pronounced in the early years of the Great Depression which started 
with the stock market crash of October 1929. In the later years of the depression 
which bung like a ghostly pall over the nation throughout the I 930s, massive doses 
of federal and state relief began to revitalize American colleges as well as the gen
eral economy. Building projects and student aid primed by New Deal funding 
infused new life into campuses across Lhe United States. Although some feared 
government involvement in higher education, most welcomed the antidepressfon 
measures. 

The State Normal College experienced the depression and recovery under the 
administrations of two presidents, William White Tison and Albert Asa Freder
icks. President Tison directed the institution during the very bleak period 1929 to 
1934. ln those years the physicalappearanceofthe college changed very little with 
only one new building erected. On the academic side, significant, but generally 
unnoticed, improvements were made. Curricula were modified and strengthened, 
new departments and programs introduced, and the first national honor society 
installed on campus. Running afoul of Governor Huey P. Long, President Tison 
was replaced by A.A. Fredericks in 1934. Both men were born and reared in rural 
north Louisiana, had extensive pub I ic school teaching experience, and were chosen 
from the ranks of the Normal faculty for elevation to the presidency. But there the 
similarities ended. A.A. Fredericks was a very astute, pro-Long leader who was a 
combination of politician and educator. In fact, he had the distinction of serving 
as president of the State Normal College and slate senator from the twenty-fourth 
district simultaneously, an unusual position even in Louisiana. Because of his 
political savvy and Long connection, President Fredericks was able to obtain 
incredible funding through state administered federal programs. During his 
administration, the appearance of the Normal was changed more than at any pre
vious time: thirty-nine buildings were constructed or improved, and the grounds 
were beautified. On the academic side, innovations were less striking but curricula 
were expanded with the addition of a liberal arts program and a semester system 
was instituted. Student life changed with the relaxation of many of the Roy era 
restrictions. Under Presidents Tison and Fredericks there was faculty insecurity 
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and unrest due to both the economic depression and politicization of Louisiana 
education. The school also lost its accreditation by the Southern Association of 
CoUeges and Secondary Schools during the Fredericks administration. ln 1941 
with the installation of an anti-Long governor. A.A. Fredericks was removed from 
the presidency but by that time the Louisiana State Normal College had a modern 
physical plant and multifaceted programs of study. 

William White Tison was born August 28, 1883, in the rolling hills of north cen
tral Louisiana a few miles from Dry Prong to William .Joseph and Laura Evelon 
(Satcher) Tison. Young William attended public schools in his home community 
and in Colfax, Louisiana. In 1899 he arrived on the Normal campus where he 
enrolled in the Model school for two years. Upon completion of his studies he 
immediately entered the State Normal school's two-year teacher training pro
gram graduating in 1904 with a teaching certificate.1 His attainment of lhe Nor
mal certificate later made him the first president to serve the State Normal Col
lege who had graduated from the institution. For the next thirteen years Tison held 
a variety of teaching positions in the public schools of Louisiana. For two years he 
taught lower grades in a two-room school in Scott outsideofLafayette. In 1906 he 
moved into administration wilh his acceptance of an assistant principalship at 
Bunkie High School. A year later he gained his firstprincipalship at Melville High 
School where he served four years. After an additional two years as principal at 
While Castle High School, he was appointed principal of Marksville High School 
where he remained four years before joining the faculty of the State Normal Col
lege.2 

In the years J 906 to 1914 William W. Tison not only taught !n th~regular ~ublic 
school sessions but also attended summer schools al the University of Chicago, 
Tulane University, and Louisiana Stale University where he was awarded. the 
A.B. degree in 19 J 4.3 The same year he earned bis bachelor's degree, young Tison 
experienced his first college teaching. During the summers of 19 I 4 and 1916. he 
taught chemistry at the Normal School and during Lhe summ~r o_f 1915 held a sim
ilar position at Louisiana Polytechnic Institute at Ruston. Finding college_ teach
ing to his liking, in 1917 he accepted a position as head of the_departme~t o( chem
istry at the Normal School where he successfully served until his election m l 929 
to the presidency of the institution. Realizing the need for advanced study, he 

'"William White Tison,'' National Encyclopedia of American Biogra(lhy. 58 (Clirlon, Ne\.' Jerse}, 
1979), 555-56: Ralph M. Combs, "President William White Tison," Camilla Tison ~ac~al Collcc11.on, 
Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library. onhwestern State Uni·1ersay, Natchlto
chel>, Louisiana. Cited hereafter as Combs ... Tison." 
2J.F, Guardia, "William White Tison," in "The Fiftieth Anniversary or The Act of the Legislature 
Establishing The Louisiana State ormal School, 1884-1934" (type" riuen). Cited hereafter as Guar
dia, .. Tison"; Combs, "Tison", 
J"Faculty Spotlight," Chemislr)' and Physics News le11er, Louisiana State Univcrsit). I (May 195] ). 
10. Cited hereafter as .. Faculty Spotlight.'' 
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entered graduate work at the U..niversity of Chicago where he was awarded the 
M .S. degree in 1924. As head of the chemistry department, Professor Tison direct
ed an expansion of course offerings. ln the early years he was the sole member of 
the department and taught all chemistry courses himself. However, in 1925 three 
new courses were added to the existing four courses. and a second faculty member 
was hired. In 1926 he taught summer school at Peabody College in Nashville, Ten
nessee.4 Coinciding with Tison's duties in the chemistry department, was hisser
vice as executive secretary of the Alumni Associa tioo for seven years. Because of 
his dedication, life memberships in the association significantly increased and the 
alumni loan fund grew from eight thousand to twelve thousand dollars. During 
these years, Professor Tison also maintained personal contacts with thousands of 
Normal students and alumni.5 

Election to the presidency of the State Normal College on February 27, 1929, 
was a pleasant but unexpected honor for William White Tison . Although he bad 
applied for the presidency of Louisiana Tech, he had never sought the Normal 
position but when Mr. Roy resigned Mr. Tison was unanimously elected by the 
State Board effective July l, 1929.6 The Current Sauce described the presideot
elect as a "man of sterling character," noting that even though a majority of stu
dents did not know him he was admired and respected by those who did. The stu
dent newspaper characterized him as a man of determinalion, enthusiasm, fair
ness, sincerity, and integrity.7 Mr. Roy also praised his successor stating, ''The 
thing that softened the blow for me yesterday was the informalion that the desti
nies of this institution would pass into the hands of a man of unswerving integrity. 
a man with a fine sense of justfoe . . .. Mr. Tison is highly connected educationally 
and professionally." He urged the" ... young people to stand by him and to be loy-
al. He is going to be your friend, and he will treat you fairly and squarely." Tn con
cluding, the outgoing president expressed "great satisfaction that the destiny of 
the Louisiana State Normal college does not fall into incompetent and inefficient 
hands.''8 Otis R. Crew, a faculty member. described Mr. Tison as "thought well 
of by all who know him. He is a friend to all who deserve it and never too busy to 
help, aid, or advise anyone who goes to him on any subject, if in bis power to do 
so."9 The journal of the Louisiana Teachers Association joined the chorus of 
praise: "Mr. Tison's election to the presidency of the State Normal College will 

4Combs. "Tison"; Guardia. "Tison" ; "Faculty Spotlight." 10. 
5Guardia, "Tison": Combs, "Tison"; Otis R. Crew, "History of Northwestern State College of Louisi
ana (typewritten), 45. Cited herearter as Crew, "Northwestern State College." 
6Current Sauce, March 7, 1929; T.H. Harris to W.W. Tison, February 28, 1929, Chaffin Collection, 
Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Nonhweslern State University, Natchito
ches, Louisiana; The Natchitoches Times, March I, 1929; Potpourri, 1929. 
1CurrentSauce. March 7, 1929. 
8tbid;The Narchitoches Times. March 8, 1929. 
9Crew, "Northwestern State College;" undated newspaper clipping, Rachal Collection, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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meet with the approval of the school people throughout the State. He is a Louisiana 
man who has a wide experience in the field of education." 10 The Natchitoches 
Enterprise characterized the president-elect as ''a man of vision; broad in his 
views; a man of learning and culture, kind, coosjderate, sympathetic by nature and 
always interested in the welfare [of those] with whom be ever comes in 
contact." 11 In July a group of leading citizens including representatives of the city, 
school board, chamber of commerce, newspapers, and local banks went to the Nor
mal to welcome President Tison personally and offer him their complete assistance 
and cooperation.12 

Despite the enthusiastic compliments and expressions of warm welcome and 
cooperation which he received in the summer of 1929, W.W. Tison encountered 
serious problems involving the faculty and students during his five-year tenure. 
Although some of the incidents were not completely under his control, as president 
of the institution he had to assume responsibility for handling them. Considering 
the circumstances of Mr. Roy's forced resignation and Mr. Tison' s replacing him, 
the faculty understandably demonstrated uneasiness and anxiety concerning poli
ticization of the college. Their trepidation was seemingly confirmed by President
elect Tison 's firing of a faculty member, M.E. Downs, in March 1929. Mr. Downs 
was an assistant professor of political science whom Governor Huey P. Long 
accused of criticizing his administration in the classroom. President Roy had 
withstood gubernatorial pressure earlier and refused to fire Professor Downs but 
President-elect Tison, the governor's cousin, dismissed the popular teacher. When 
Downs proposed producing affidavits from his students denying he bad made 
derogatory remarks about the governor, his off er was refused by Alvin Good, head 
of the department of social sciences and by W .W. Tison. The next day President
elect Tison announced that "less than a half dozen" additional faculty members 
would be dismissed by July l , 1929. Refusing to give the names of the endangered 
professors until the State Board approved his recommendations, he stated, "It will 
be my policy to make only such changes as will make the work of the State Normal 
College effective as l see it." 13 The Natchitoches Times in an editorial comment
ed, "Our Normal School and Natchitoches generally have been in a stew about the 
shake-up at that institution - and we are bearing a whole lot of things that we 
would prefer not to hear." 14 

Upon learning of the dismissal of Professor Downs the student association held 
a meeting attended by some eight hundred Normal upperclassmen who cheered 
Professor Downs and adopted a resolulion to theStateBoard of Education exoner-

10The Natchitoches Times. July 5, 1929. 
I l The Natchitoches Emerprise. July 4, 1929. 
l2tbid .. July 18, I 929. 
13The Na1chi1oches Times, March 15, 1929; The Shreveport Times, March 13. 1929. 
l4The Natchltoches Times. March 22. 1929. 
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ating him of all charges of criticizing Governor Long in his classes. The members 
of Downs's classes also met and approved a resolution lo the State Board declaring 
that "the governor of Louisiana and his policy as such was never a topic of discus
sion either by Mr. Downs or members of his classes." 15 Members of the Normal 
faculty, with one notable exception, remained passive during the Downs incident 
possibly because of President-elect Tison 's terse announcement of additional fac
ulty dismissals or for other reasons. The exception was Mrs. Olive Long Cooper, 
the governor's sister, who taught art at the Normal. She allegedly threatened "to 
see that the Students' association does not meet again" and that Gillis L. Ledet, 
its president, be "shipped" from the college. The Shreveport Times lamented that 
" ... this one act of despotism renders the administration of President-elect Tison 
unserviceable to the state" and that it made the State Normal College "a mere 
pawn in a malodorous political game.'>16 

Concern over the politicization of the Normal College flared up again in August 
and September 1929, when it was rumored that Ruppert H. Cooke, club manager, 
would be dismissed to provide a position for a friend of Governor Long. Superin
tendent Harris, who was passing through Natchitoches on his way to a teachers' 
institute in Mansfield, denied the reports of the impending dismissal and declared 
" ... Lhat he had no doubt that all employees of the college aresaf e in their positions 
as long as they are faithful and efficient.'' Praising President Tison, the superin
tendent described him as "an able executive who will be influenced in his actions 
only by thedetermjnation to do what is best for the Normal." 17 When asked about 
the rumored hiring of R.G. Cockern, ex-superintendent of Allen Parish schools 
and alleged political ally of Governor Long, as a faculty member, Harris respond
ed that he knew nothing of Mr. Cockern's politics or relations with the governor. 
but that his credentials and vast experience in Louisiana's public school system 
made him an excellent choice. Meanwhile Rupert H. Cooke resigned his Normal 
position to accept a better one as business manager of Gulf Park College in Missis
sippi. 18 Whether the rumors of the politicization of the college were true or not is 
not as important as people's conception of them, and many felt that there was 
undue interference from Baton Rouge at the Normal. 

Within a few years the Normal faculty, faced with the possibility of layoffs and 
reduced salaries because oft he depression, accepted conditions at the Normal with 

15The Shreveporr Times. March 14, 1929. 
l61bid., March 16, 1929, March I 7, 1929. The State Board of Education proceedings only briefly men
tion the Downs affair. On May 20. 1929, the board decided "that the matter of Mr. Downs' reteolion 
be referred to President-elect Tison." Official Proceedings of Slate Board of Education, May 20, 
1929. Bulletin 154 (T.R. Harris, 1929), 4. Clifford Mitchell states that uas president he [Tison] took 
care to see that no member of the faculty should criticize the governor adversely." Clifford Mitchell, 
"GrowthofStateConlrol of Public Education in Louisiana" (Ph.D. dissertation), Ann Arbor: Univer
sity of Michigan, 1942), 418. 
11The Natchitoches Times. September 13. 1929. 
tB(bid. 
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little apparent concern and no protest. The same attitude, however, was not 
rcnected in the student body. In 1932 President Tison encountered what might be 
termed thdirst full-Oedgcd student rebellion which led to the expulsion of two stu
dent leaders. The incident began on Wednesday. March 16. 1932. when the Nor
mal students. refusing lo leave daily assembly, appointed a committee 10 present 
President Tison with a demand for an additional Easter holiday on Monday, 
March 28. They threatened to boycott the Washington Bicentennial celebration 
scheduled on campus March 19 if their ultimatum was refused. The Normal presi
dent agreed Lo the students' demand but only after pointing out to them that their 
course of action was improper and obtaining an apology from them. Immediately 
after the assembly, William J. Dodd, a junior, telephoned news of the students' 
strike and demands to The Shreveport Journal which published a lengthy article. 
Angry over what he considered an incorrect and unauthorized newspaper account, 
President Tison again met with the student commit tee which once more admitted 
that they had taken ''hasty" action in demanding a holiday and stated that the 
news release was the action of "an irresponsible student." Finally learning that 
Dodd was responsible for the newspaper account. President Tison called the young 
man out of class Friday morning and notified him that he had been suspended from 
the Normal. Shortly after being dismissed, Dodd went lo the noon assembly, took 
the rostrum from President Tison, and addressed the students exhorting them to 
rebellion. According to several eye witnesses, the young student showed disrespect 
lo the Normal president at the assembly by "tapping" him on the back and calling 
him ''W.W." A not her student, Alton Rockhold. was also suspended for speaking 
in support of Dodd. 19 

William Dodd threatened to appeal his suspension Lo the Board of Education, 
but instead brought suit against President Tison in the I Oth district court in 
Natchitoches. Judge J.W. Jones, Jr. ruled in favor of Dodd declaring that his 
expulsion was "unjust, arbitrary and illegal" and that the public had a right Lo 
know what was happening at the Normal. He ordered Dodd reinstated as a student 
in good standing at the college. 20 After the rendering of the court's decision, Presi
dent Tison appealed to the Louisiana State Supreme Court on the basis that Dodd 
was not authorized 10 release college news, that he fostered the insubordination of 
the student body al the Friday assembly, and that he should have sought reinstate-

t9Tl1e Shrevt'port J1J11mal. Murch IIS, 1932, April 2, 1932; undated newspaper clippings, Mclro~-c 
Scrapbook. #72, 92-94, Melrose Collection, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, 
Nonhwcstern S1a1c University, Natchitoches, Loui$iana. Cited hereafter as MclroseCollcct1on , A.O .. 
E.P.W.M.L .. N.S.U.;Stalc Ex Rel. WilliamJ. Dodd. Relator,Appellce. versus W.W. Tison, President 
Louisiana State Normal College, Respondent, App.:llant. Supreme Court of Louisiana., No.JI, 849 
{Natchitoches, [ 19321), 1-36. Cited hereafter as Supreme Coun, No. 31, 849; Thi' Shrel'l'flOTI Times, 
March 17. 1932. 
10Tht• Slzrevl'pl>rt Jo11rnal, April 2. 1932; new~paper clippings. Melrose Scrapbook #72. 92-94, Mel· 
rose Collection, A.D .. E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U.: '/'ht Natchitodu•s Ti111l'.1, April 8, 1932. 
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ment from the State Board of Education and not the courts. The State Board sup
ported President Tison's appeal to the Supreme Court. Three of its members, all 
lawyers, prepared briefs in the case while H.H. White. board president, argued the 
case oraJJy before the Supreme Court. The high court overruled the lower court 
and decided in favor of President Tison. 21 Despite the court's decision, before the 
end of Lhe session William Dodd was readmitted to the Normal probably because 
the State Board wanted to avoid any more adverse publicity for the college. The 
unfortunate incident, however, left a strained relationship between the Normal 
president and some of his students. 

Shortly after the Dodd disturbance, President Tison was faced with the more 
serious challege of maintaining the Normal's academic standards with a drastical
ly slashed budget. Stating that the financial plight of the state demanded it, the 
State Board of Education ordered the salaries of all its employees reduced. The sal
aries of the presidents of the three major colleges under its jurisdiction, Louisiana 
State Normal College. Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, and Southwestern Louisi
ana Institute, were reduced from seventy-two hundred to six thousand dollars. All 
other employee salaries, excluding common laborers, were reduced by 10 percent 
if they were over one thousand dollars and by 5 percent if they fell in the range from 
$601 to one thousand dollars. Common laborers hired by an institution were to 
receive the prevailing wage of the community. The college presidents were also 
directed to submit a plan for the reorganization of their administrative and faculty 
staffs with the objective of employing only those required "to guarantee efficient 
service and at reasonable salaries." On an even more pessimistic note. the State 
Board warned that it might have to make further cuts in the colleges' budgets if 
financial conditions warranted such action.22 The effect of the economy measures 
on the academic standing of the Normal worried President Tison and the two 
members of the college's local executive committee, Mrs. D.C. Scarborough and 
J.L. Bryan. They urged the State Board to talce every precaution to maintain the 
academic rating of the Normal during "these stressful times."23 Fortunately for 
the Louisiana teachers' college, other states and educational institutions were suf
fering similar cut backs so there was no mass exodus of teachers from the Normal. 
r n fact, the faculty became more scholastically qualified than at any previous time. 
In 1929, 47 percent of the faculty held graduate degrees. By 1934 the percentage 

21 Official Proceedings of State Board of Education, April 21, 1932, Bulletin 225 (T .H. Harris, 1932), 
18; Official Proceedings of State Board of Education. July I J, 1932, Bulletin 230 (T.H. Harris. 1932), 
8· The Natchitoches Times. April 8. 1932, June 24, 1932; Supreme Court, No. 31, 849, 1-36. 
220fficial Proceedings of State Board of Educatior,, July 26, 1932, Bulletin 231 (T.H. Harris, 1932), 
3-5. 
23Minutes, Board of Administrators. Louisiana State Normal College, July 23, 1932 (Lypewritten), 
n.p .. Archives Division, EugeneP. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State University. Natchi
toche.~. Louisiana. Cited hereafter as A.O •• E.P.W.M.L .• N.S.U. 

160 

The Light of a New Day 

had increased to seventy-two and every member had at least a bachelor's de
gree.24 

While salaries and other items in the Normal's budget suffered substantial cuts, 
capital outJay funds were virtually nonexistent. [n J 934 President Tison lamented 
that the state legislature had made no appropriations for buildings at the State 
Normal during the last six years.25 He realized the needs of the Normal and persis
tently tried to obtain fonds for the continued expansion of the physical plant. His 
failure was not due toa lack ofinitiativeon his part but rather to the declining reve
nues in the state's coffers during the depression years. The 1928-1930 budget, pre
pared by President Roy, requested $600 thousand for maintenance and support 
and $360 thousand for buildings and improvements. Roy's proposals included a 
new library building, combined auditorium and administration building, and a 
women's dormitory.26 The legislature responded with no building appropriation. 
In 1930 President Tison requested for the next two years $640 thousand in mainte
nance and $750 thousand for buildings and improvements. In addition to library 
and auditorium buildings, he cited the need for three additional women's dormito
ries and a structure to house the growing School of Music. 27 Again the legislature 
made no appropriation. Undaunted by previous failures, President Tison 
increased his request to $850,000 for buildings and improvements for the 1932-
1934 biennium. The additional hundred thousand dollars was for completion of 
Warren Easton and repairs and equipment. At the same time, perhaps in a concil
iatory gesture,hereduced the Normal's request for maintenance by almost eighty
one thousand dollars.28 Again the legislature responded negatively_ Evidently giv
ing up on obtaining capital outlay funds during the depression, President Tison 
made no building request for the 1934-1936 bienniwn although be did request 
$265,514.15 for each of the two years for maintenance. 29 The legislature approved 
Tisons's maintenance request and even added twenty-five thousand dollars to the 
1934-1935 appropriation for repairs and improvements. At its meeting of July 23, 
1934, the State Board announced the legislature's approval of the Normal's l 934-

24Crew, "Northwestern State College," 47. Crew included the training school supervisors in bis per
cent.ages. Ralph R. Combs states that in 1929, 8 percent of the faculty bad no degrees, 43 percent had 
master's degrees.and less than 9 percent Pb.D.s. AccordiJ\8 to his figures, by 1934 all faculty members 
bad at least a bachelor's degree, 67 percent bad master's degrees and about 9.5 percent Ph.D.s, Combs, 
"Tison.'"' 
25Twenty-f'ifth Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal College. NaJchitoches, Louisiana, 
1934. Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal College. XX/I. supplement {April l 934), 15. 
Cited hereafter as Twenty-fifth Bien11ial Report. /934. 
26Tw1mty·second Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal College. Natchitoches, Louisiana, 
1928. Normal Quanerly of the Louisiana State Normal College. XVII (January 1928), 11. Cited 
hereafteras Twenty-second Biennial Report, 1928. 
27Twenty-third Biennial Report of the Louisiana Stall! Normal College. Natchitoches, Louisiana, 
I ~30. Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal College. XIX. supplement (April l 930), IO. 
Cited hereafter as Twenty-third Biennial Report, I 930. 
28Twenty-fourth Biennial Report of the Louisiana State Normal College. Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
J 932. Normal Quarterly of the Louisiana State Normal College. XXI, supplement (April 1932). IO. 
Cited hereafter as Twenty-fourth Biennial Report, /932. 
'-9Twenty-fifth Biennial Report. /934, 15. 
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1936 budget but it meant little to W.W. Tison for that day he was also dismissed 
as the institution's president.30 

Despite receiving no capital outlay funds during his tenure, President Tison was 
able to add one new structure to the campus. Realizing that lbirty-eight thousand 
dollars in a oontingency appropriation made by the 1926 legislature were avail
able, in 1930 President Tison sought permission to use the money to build a com
bined auditorium and gymnasium for men. The Stale Board unanimously agreed 
to his request and the resulting brick structure not only housed physical education 
activities but also convocations and the state raUies.31 Frustrated in his plans to 
expand the physical plant, President Tison turned his attention to a worthwhile 
project which would require no funding. As both a beautification and educational 
project, he planned to dedicate a part of the campus to the planting of one of every 
variety of Louisiana trees.32 

Although limited in changing the physical appearance of the Normal, President 
Tison directed significant revision and expansion of the academic curricula. In 
February 1930 he presented a proposed commerce curriculum to the State Board 
which was quickly approved and the following November a new Department of 
Commerce was established.33 Tbenext year President Tison joined E.L. Stephens 
and G.W. Bond on a State Board-appointed committee committee to revise the 
four-year and two-year teaching curricula at the state colleges so that a student 
enrolled in a four-year curriculum could drop out at the end of two years and still 
secure a teaching certificate while one enrolled in a two-year course could continue 
into a four-year curriculum without loss of credits. The committee successfully 
reported a plan and the Normal proceeded to eliminate duplications in its curricu
la and to rearrange courses so a student could continue or drop out without 
penalty.34 The elementary, art, and music curricula were aJso revised and a physi
cal education for women curriculum and an English-library science curriculum 
were added to the Normal's offerings.35 Both new curricula reflected the latest 
trends in public school education and allowed the Normal to maintain its premier 
position in meeting the needs and demands of primary and secondary schools for 
properly trained teachers. 

JOofjicia{Proceedings 0JS1ate Board of Education. July 23. 1934, Bulletin 271 (T.H. Harris, 1934), 
23. Cited hereafter as State Board Proceedings, Bulle1in 271. 
31 (bid., April 28, 1930. Bulle1in 176 (T.H. Harris, 1930). 11-12; Combs, ·Tison.'' 
32Newspaperclipping. MelroseScrapboo]c. {169, 144, Melrose Collection, A.O .. E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. 
330fficiaf Proceedings of State Board of Education, February 24. 1930, Bulletin 173 (T.H. Harris, 
1930), 4: Combs, "Tison": W.W. Tison to Ralph Combs, April 3, 1959, Rachal Collection, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
340fficial Proceedings of Stau Board of Educatio11, Sep1ember 2, 1931. Bulletin 213 (T.H. Harris, 
1931), 6-14. W.W. Tison to Ralph Combs, April 3, 1959. Rachal Collection, A.D~ E.P.W.M.L., 
N.S.U. 
35Combs, "Tison''; W.W. Tison 10 Ralph Combs. April 3, 1959, Rachal Collectjon, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; /The Normal QuarrerlyoftheState Normal College}. A11nounceme111sfor the 
Forty-Sixth Year of the State Normal College. Catalog, /930. Rosier of Students and Graduates For 
Year 1929. XIX (April 1930), 32, 34. Cited herearter as Normal Quarterly, 1930. 
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The adjustment of curricula and the raising of the academic standards of the 
teaching staff removed deficiencies in the college's operations which had b~en not
ed earlier by the American Association of Teachers' Colleges. As a result, m 193.1 
for the first time the State Normal was accredited unconditionally by the Ameri
can Association. The college also maintained its membership in the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, the American Council on Educa
tion, and the Southern Association of Teacher Training lnstilutions.36 A ffiliution 
with these national and regional agencies meant that the State Normal College 
still ranked among the best teacher training institutions in the nation despite the 
adversities of the depression. 

In still another way, President Tison contributed to the academic luster of the 
Stale Normal. He fully supported the alumni's attempt to acquire a suitable build
ing to house the Williamson Museum. Throughout its existence, the Normal had 
among its faculty many oulstand ing professors. One of tb.e most noted and pop.ular 
was George Williamson who joined the teaching staff in J 897 as prof~~or of biolo
gy and physiology. In addition to his excellent teaching, P~ofes~or WJ!ba~son was 
an ardent collector of geological, archeological, and b10Log1cal materials. He 
donated bis nationally-recognized collection to the college where it formed the 
nucleus of a museum named in his honor. In 1932 Professor Williamson was 
retired as professor of biology emeritus and became the curator of the Willia_mson 
Museum.37 After his retirement, the Alumni Association planned to honor him by 
erecting a building to house his collection. T~e associat_io~ h~ped lo r.a~se $ l 2_5 
thousand from various sources for the construction of a building 1n a modified lnd1-
an and Spanish architecture which would contain an alumni reception room and 
a social ball for faculty and students as well as the museum. President Tison f~lly 
endorsed the project and on September 6, 1933, the State Board of Education 
approved it. Unfortunately contributions did not materialize as expected be~ause 
of the depression so the building project was dropped and the museum continued 
to be housed in the old science building.38 

President Tison's involvement with the alumni museum project was one of his 
last major activities as president of the State Normal College. On February_ 23. 
t 934, the State Board of Education in an executive session elected A.A. Fredericks 

36Crew, "Northwestern State College," 4S; W.W. Tison to Ralph Combs, April 3, 1959, Rachal Col
lection, A.O., E.P.W.M.L .. N.S.U. S 9

34 31TheNarchitoches Times. August 8, t930.January 17, L936; TheShrevepor! Times. August , I : 
newspaper clippings, Melro~c Scrapbook. #69. 84. #72. 52, Melrose Collecuon, A.O .. E.P.W M.L, 

rsijY,;;a/ Proceedings o/Srare Board of £d11calio11, September 6. L 933, Bulletin 262 (T.1-l. Harris. 
1933), 30-31: Comb!;, "Tison." 
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president of the college effective September 1, 1934. Actually the new president 
assumed his duties on August I, 1934, with W.W. Tison taking a month's leave of 
absence. Except for a statement of Superintendent Harris "that he was thoroughly 
convinced that a change in the presidency of the Louisiana State Normal College 
was necessary," the board's proceedings provide no clue why Tison was re
placed.39 It appears, however, that Senator Huey P. Long and Superintendent 
Harris played major roles in the State Board's decision. The Times Picayune 
reported that differences had arisen between Senator Long and President Tison as 
early as the previous January. At that time, according to the newspaper, Senator 
Long had asked for Tison's resignation but when the Normal president refused, 
the matter was temporarily dropped.40 The Natchitoches community came to the 
support of the Norma l's beleaguered president. J. L. Bryan, a member of the exec
utive committee of the Louisiana State Normal College, circulated a petition 
among prominent Natchitoches citizens. The petition read in part: 

We have been in close touch with the school and its everyday life, and we 
wish to say without hesitation that Mr. Tison's administration as presi
dent of the College is a success. 

He has continuously laid stress on the cultural as well as the academic 
and professonal phases of education. He has wisely taken care of the 
finances during these stressful times, and he is known to be courteous, fair 
and impartial in his decisions. 

Some fifty prominent business, professional, and political leaders, including Rep
resentative Leon Friedman and Senator A.A. Fredericks, signed the statement 
which was sent to the State Board.41 The demonstrated support of the Natchito
ches community may well have saved President Tison from immediate removal. 

However, President Tison's reprieve did not last long. When the State Board 
met on February 23, Senator Long was present although he wisely did not attend 
the afternoon executive session during which the Normal president was replaced. 
He later denied having anything to do with the State Board's action. Nevertheless, 
at the time he was named to the Normal presidency, A.A. Fredericks was a recog
nized Long backer in the State Senate.412 Obviously there was a serious split 
between Long and Tison which may have been based partially on the well-known 
Franklin D. Roosevelt-Long rivalry in national politics. On at least two occasions, 
President Tison had worked closely with the Roosevelt administration. In 1932 the 
State Normal bad been selected as the Louisiana locale for a nationwide celebra-

39Jbid., July 23, JQ34, Bulletin 271, 23. 
40The Times-Picayunt, July 24, 1934; Morning Advocate. July 24, 1934; The Times Picayune, undat
ed clipping, Rachal Collection, A.D., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
4l Petition 10 the Honorable H.H. White, President, and Members of lhe State Board of Education. 
January 16. 1934, Rachal Collection, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
42State Board Proceedings, July 23, 1934, Bulletin 271, 11. 23; The Times Picayune, undated clip
ping, Melrose Scrapbook. #73, 24, Melrose Collection. A.D., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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tion of the George Washinglon Bicentennial.43 Also President Tison approved a 
college-sponsored bail honoring President Roosevelt's birthday, the proceeds 
going to the polio research project or March of Dimes. 44 How Senator Long viewed 
these actions is not known, but it can be assumed that they did not please him. On 
the otller hand, some thought that Superintendent Harris was responsible for 
removing President Tison. According to one faculty member, S.M. Byrd. head of 
tbe English department, President Tison went to the board meeting expecting only 
routine business and" ... was fired without warning." Byrd also felt that Superin
tendent Harris was "viciously against" Tison and that he had "created and con
trolled Fredericks. "4S 

Whatever the reasons for his removal, and they certainly seemed to be political, 
President Tison had served the Normal as an able administrator during five 
depression-ridden years. His contribution was maintaining and even raising lhe 
academic and professional standards of the college despite the political and eco
nomic pressures of the time. He may not have been as popular as his predecessor 
and successor, but his dedication to the Normal was just as great.46 

Albert Asa Fredericks was born February 22, 1891, at Clear Lake, Natchito
ches Parish, to Nolbery and Emily Cannon (Bryant) Fredericks. His father, who 
homesteaded eighty acres, died when Albert was only two years old. The young 
boy helped his widowed mother on the farm while attending a one-room school 
which was in session only three months a year. After his mother's death when he 
was thirteen, Albert lived with various relatives and worked on rarms and in saw
mills and logging camps.47 In the spring of 1911 he entered lhe Louisiana State 
Normal School finding employment in a local dairy to pay his school expenses. By 
the fall be obtained a second-grade teaching certificate by examination and left 
the Normal to become principal of a two-room school near Sharp, in Rapides Par
ish. The following summer, after attending Normal College again, he taught at 
Gorum in Natchitoches Parish. Later A.A. Fredericks felt thal be did his best 

43The Natchitoches Times. March 11, 1932, March 25. 1932; W.W. Tison to Ralph Combs, April 3, 
1959, Rachal Collection, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
44Laura Clare T. Harris to Marietta M. LeBrcton. April I 0, 1983, in possession of author. 
45s.M. Boyd 10 [?]. n.d., McClung-Byrd Collection, folder 36, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson 
Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Cited hereafter as A.D., 
E.P. W .M.L., N.S.U. Professor Byrd's objectivity may be que.stioned since he was dismissed by Presi
dent Fredericks in August 1934. 
46 After leaving the State Normal College, W.W. Tison became professor of chemis try at Louisiana 
State University for nineteen years, retiring in August 1953 as professor emeritus. He died at age 
eighty-four on November 30. 1967, in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. "Faculty Spotlight," 10; The Daily 
Reveille. Louisiana State University, May 5, 1953; [Baton Rouge] Slate Times, November 30, 1967. 
47Marjorie May Fredericks, Biography of Albert A. Fredericks, February, 1937, I, Albert A. Freder· 
icks Papers, uncatalogued collection of Fredcricks's personal papers. Archives Division, Eugene P. 
Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Cited hereafter 
as uncatalogued Fredericks Papers, A.D., E.P. W .M.L., N .S.U.: Crew. "Northwestern State College:· 
53. 
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teaching at Sharp which had only six grades.48 In September 1912 Albert Freder
icks entered Louisiana State University where he pursued a degree in agriculture. 
Again, he defrayed hjs expenses by working in the Louisiana Creamery, a part of 
the university's operation. While at Louisiana State University, he accepted a bid 
to a na~ional fraternity, Lambda Chi Alpha, and later served as manager of the 
fr~tern1ty house where he received bis first business training. In 1917 be graduated 
with a bachelor of science degree in agriculture.49 

After graduation Albert Fredericks joined the Cooperative Extension Service, 
first as a farm demonstration agent for East and West Feliciana parishes and then 
as state agent for dairying. After two years of state service, he became manager 
of the Farmers' Cooperative Creamery in Shreveport in 1919. A short while later 
he resigned to become director of rural education at the Louisiana State Normal 
College.5° For thirteen years A.A. Fredericks served in that position, later desig
nated as head of the department of agriculture, during which time he developed 
an expanded farming operation, an outstanding herd of dairy cattle, impressive 
flocks of fowl and herds of swine, and a successful college creamery. He instituted 
a policy of giving male calves to local farmers to build up their herds, and in I 929 
established a Farmers' Creamery at the Normal which provided employment for 
boys working their way through college, supplied the Normal dining hall with 
fresh dairy products, and provided farmers with a cash income for their cream. To 
further aid the project, Mr. Fredericks established cream routes which eliminated 
the necessity of the farmers bringing their own cream to Natchitoches.51 Wllile 
directing the Normal's agricultural operations, A.A. Fredericks returned to Loui
siana State University for graduate work, receiving a master of science degree in 
1926. 52 He also developed short courses for area farmers and sponsored agricultur
al meetings at the Normal. On April l. 193 I. the New Jersey Cattle Club held its 
convention at the college with three thousand farmers in attendance. Professor 
C.H. Staples of Louisiana State University labeled Mr. Fredericks "the human 
dynamo of the meeting."53 

Not content with his numerous activities at the Normal A.A. Fredericks joined 
a variety of civic and fraternal organizations in Natchitoches and participated 
enthusiastically in many civic projects such as the establishment of the Federal 
Fish Hatchery. In 1932 he decided to enter state politics by announcing his candi-

48Marjorie May Fredericks, Biography of Albert A. Fredericks. February, 1937, l, uncatalogued 
Fredericks Papers, A.O., E.P. W .M.L., N .S.U.; Emily Fredericks Wofford lo Mr. Flelcber, n.d., ibid. 
49Marjorie May Fredericks, Biography of Albert A. Fredericks, February, J 937. 1-2, uncatalogued 
Fredericks Papers, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Crew, "Northwestern State College," 53-54. 
50Marjorie May Fredericks, Biography of Albert A. Fredericks, February, 1937, 2. uncatalogued 
Fredericks Papers, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
51 lbid.;The Natchitoches Timts, March 15, 1929. 
52rhe Natchiloches Times, July 27, 1934. 
53Marjorie May Fredericks, Biography of Albert A. Fredericks, February. 1937, 3, uncatalogued 
Fredericks Papers, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Tire Natchitoches Times. February I. 1929. 
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dacy for senator of the twenty-third district. As a teacher Mr. Fredericks felt that 
there should be educators as well as other professional and businessmen in poli
tics.54 Winning over two opponents, he represented Red River and Natchitoches 
parishes in Baton Rouge for the ne.xt sixteen years as a strong pro-Long senator. 
Upon being named president of the State Normal, August l, 1934, A.A. Freder
icks immediately telegraphed his resignation as state senator to Governor O.K. 
Allen but it was not accepted. 55 Thus from 1934 to 1941 be enjoyed the unique 
position of serving both as state senator and college president. 

Albert A. Fredericks held a populist philosophy of education. He believed that 
all young people, regardless of their social or economic status, should bave the 
opportunity of attending college. After his retirment he commented on the value 
of universal education, "It is clear that education has become essential not for just 
some of our people but for all of our people. "56 As president, Mr. Fredericks spent 
many hours finding jobs for students so they could work their way through college. 
In dealing with students, he was "a most democratic educator who suggests but 
does not dictate, leads but does not drive, and above all inspires industry in young 
people and the love of it."57 In a similar vein, be once remarked to a friend, " I am 
trying to make these boys and girls learn to love their work and the profession, 
whatever it is, they intend to follow."58 He also believed in student participation 
in all phases of campus life and even regarded student demonstrations as beneficial 
to all involved. In speaking of Normal students after his retirement from the field 
of education, Mr. Fredericks commented: 

In my day we could not deal with students in a high-handed way. You 
demanded to have some say about the management of the college and 
concessions were made and for the benefit of all. Students helped make 
rules and regulations and students look part in enforcing the rules and 
regulations. They would ship student'> and I would readmit them. Yes, 
back in your days there was on open season on college professors and the 
president and we bad to defend ourselves from all sides. No, I am not 
alarmed at student demonstrations and riots.59 

54 Marjorie May Fredericks, Biography of Albert A. Fredericks, February, 1937, 3-4. uacat.alogued 
Fredericks Papers, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
55 John Tarver, "Brother Square-Toes: Albert Fredericks' Encounter With Academic Freedom 1934-
1941" (M.A. thesis, Northwestern State University, J 979), 20, 32; cited hereafter as Tarver. "Brother 
Sluare-Toes." 
5 Draft of Speech by Alber1 A. Fredericks, n.d., uncatalogued Fredericks Papers, A.O., E.P,W.M.L., 
N.S.U. 
57Mar~orie May Fredericks, Biography of Albert A. Fredericks, February. 1937, ro. uncatalogued 
Fredericks Papers, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
S81bid. 
590raft of speech by Alben A. Fredericks, n.d ., ibid. 
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Continuing on, he lamented that the State Board of Education in the 1930s was 
controlled by corporation lawyers representing big business who did not believe 
'' ... students should participate in decisions which affected them. All tbey had to 
do was Listen and take what the facully dished out."60 

In light of his liberal views on education and his extraordinary sense of humor, 
it is not surprising that A.A. Fredericks was very popular with the Normal stu
dents. His sense of humor enveloped himself as well as conditions and people 
around him. He often described his early years by saying, "l grew up like a grape
vine without trimming, pruning, spraying, or fertilization."61 Although humble 
himself, others heaped praise on him. The Natchitoches Times reported that Mr. 
Fredericks took over the administration of the Normal College "amid tumultous 
ovation by students and faculty.'' The local newspaper continued, ''That the selec
tion o[ Mr. Fredericks met with popular approval, there can be no doubt; he has 
always been a great favorite among the peopleofNatchjtochesand the same quali
ties that have endeared him to the townspeople made him popular with tbe stu
dents. " 62 The Current Sauce commented, ''Tf the acclaim of the faculty and stu· 
dents is to be used as a criterion of his popularity, then the new president is headed 
for an administration that augurs well for the Teachers' College .... " 63 The 
Shreveport Journal noted that "a man of large caliber" was needed as president 
to maintain the Normal's excellent standing and work. "Such a man, beyond ques
tion, is Dr. Fredericks .... He has been connected actively with the Normal College 
for years, is himself a teacher of recognized and proven ability, and is declared by 
all who know him to be temperamentally and in all other ways splendidly quali
fied. ''64 

August 1, 1934, was a day of great excitement and whirlwind activity when 
A.A. Fredericks was installed as seventh president of the State Normal College. 
During the morning assembly the students and faculty gave the incoming presi
dent a standing ovation. In a humble but expectant tone, President Fredericks 
responded to their warm welcome by saying, "I appreciate the confidence you 
place in me . . . I am certain that we are going to get along together. We may make 
mistakes from time to time but we shall always endeavor to come together and rec
tify them. " 65 To the delight of the students the rest of the day was proclaimed a hol
iday. That night President Fredericks presided over the summer term graduation 
exercises while former president W.W. Tison read the honor roll and introduced 
the four-year honor student. Then.grateful for a placeon the graduation program, 

60rbid. 
6! [Marjorie May Fredericks] 10 LC. Lee, January 10, 1965. ibid; A.A. Fredericks to A.G. Hammell. 
July 2. 1963, ibid. 
62rhe No1chitoclies Times, Augusl 3. 1934. 
63curren1 Sauce. September 28, 1934. 
Mrhe ShreYep<)rt Journal. August 2, 1934, quoted in The Natchitoches Time.r. August I 0, 1934. 
65The Natchitoches Times, August 3, 1934; The Shreveport Journal. August 2, t 934, quoted in The 
Na1chitoches Times. August 10. 1934. 
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he declared,"[ am confident of the Normal's future under his [Fredericks's] lead
ership. " 66 

The euphoria of the Normal faculty, however, did not last long. Among rumors 
of a widespread shakeup, on August 8, President Fredericks, with the approval of 
the Normal executive council, recommended the dismissal of six faculty members: 
S. M. Byrd, head of the English department, Christian Jordan, professor of piano 
and director of the School of Music, Ira F. Heald, associate professor of education, 
Y alona Brewer. assistant professor o[ violin, Kate Perkins, assistant professor of 
history and English, and R.C. Childs, fifth-grade critic teacher. A few weeks later 
the State Board of Education approved his recommendations. AL the same time he 
hired six new faculty members: W.J. Avery, assistant professor of education, John 
0. Pettiss, professor of elementary education, Rivers Nesom, instructor of agricul
ture and assistant coach of men's athletics, Addie Byrd, instructor of commerce, 
Charles Cunningham, instructor of English, and Eugene Watson. instructor of 
English. Additionally, Harry H. Turpin was named head football coach replacing 
H. Lee Prather who remained head basketball coach. Ralph L. Ropp was made 
director of publicity .67 Obviously, Mr. Fredericks dismissed those who bad worked 
closely with his predecessor and replaced them wilh people loyal to himself. No one 
challenged the new president's actions in 1934, but some faculty members felt so 
insecure that the following February President Fredericks assured them that they 
were safe in their positions.68 Years later the dismissal of another faculty member 
would cause President Fredericks much distress. Meanwhile, once again the Nor
mal faculty became more highly qualified through graduate study. By 1941, nine
ty percent of the faculty held graduate degrees, up from 72 percent in 1934.69 

Almost immediately upon taking office, President Fredericks indicated the 
major thrust of his administration -a massive building and campus improvement 
program financed by federal, state, and parish funding. In October 1934 he 
announced that the Normal had been granted twenty-five thousand dollars from 
the Federal Emergency Relief Administration for the landscaping of the cam
pus.70 The next month he made public plans for a five hundred thousand dollar 
expansion program including a new power plant, fine arts building, and four dor
mitories.71 Before any action could be taken. in January J 935, fire destroyed two 

66The Natchit<x:hes Times. August 3, 1934. 
67TheShreveport Times. August 22, 1934; The Natchitoches Times, August 24, 1934; undated oews· 
paper clipping, MelroseScrapbook#72, 116, Melrose Collection, A.D.,E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Official 
Proceedings of theS1ate Board of Ed11ratio11, October 17, 1934, Bulletin 282 (T.H. Harris. 1934), 13; 
Tarver, "Brother Square-Toes," 31. 
68 A.A. Fredericks to Louisiana Slate Nt)rmal College faculty, February 21, 1935, Albert A. Freder
iclcs Papers, University Archives, Archives Division. Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, North
western State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. Cited hereafter as Fredericks Papers. University 
Archives, A.O .• 6.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
69"Summary Repon of 1hc Administration of Alben A. Fredericks." ibid.; Crew. "Northwestern 
State College," 58. 
10current Sauce, October 11, 19 34, 
7 l Ibid .. November 28. 1934. 
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Russell Library (formerly Richard W. Leche Library) 

dormitories leaving a number of girls homeless. Although there were no deaths or 
injuries among the dorm residents, the girls lost their clothing and food. The people 
of Natchitoches responded to the emergency by donating items to replace those 
lost by the students while individuals and organizations on campus gave money to 
a relief fund. President Fredericks seized the opportunity to delineate the building 
needs of the Normal and to declare the library and fine arts buildings fire hazards 
needing replacement. Governor O.K. AUen, Superintendent Harris. local legisla
tors, and citizens toured the fire scene and all agreed that the library was a fire trap 
which should be replaced and that the college needed an expanded power plant. 
The governor announced that he was recommending that the Board of Liquidation 
approve a two hundred thousand dollar building program for the college.72 After 
nearly a year's delay, the governor made good his commitment and the Board of 
Liquidation approved two hundred thousand dollars for improvements at the Nor
mal.73 Demonstrating a special interest in the Normal, perhaps because he attend
ed there as a you th, the governor promised that if more funding was necessary for 
the library and power plant, it would be made available. Ultimately the State 
Board approved $285 thousand with $ l 50 thousand dedicated to the library and 
$135 thousand to the power plant.74 

72Ibid .• January 24, 1935: The Natchi1oches Times, January IS, 1935; Minutes,Board of Administra
tors, January 26, 1935. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
13The Natchitoches Times. December 20, J 935; Minutes, Board of Administrators, January 6, I 936. 
A.O .• E.P.W. M.L., N.S.U. 
74Curreni Sauct. January 16, 1936; Minutes, Board of Administrators, January 6, 1936; A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L. , N .S.U. 
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In March 1936 work began on the new library, a modified Tudor-gothic build
ing of red brick consisting of a basement, first floor, and semi-attic. The reading 
room on the first floor accommodated three hundred students atone lime.'Situated 
across from Caldwell Hall, the new library filled the open side of the quadrangle 
of buildings formed by Caldwell Hall, Warren Easton, and the science building. 75 

Although President Fredericks wanted to name the library building after his 
friend and mentor, Superintendent T.H. Harris, the governor at the time of the 
building's completion insisted that it be named for him. President Fredericks 
bowed to politicaJ reality and the Normal library became the Richard W. Leche 
Library. Governor Lecbe proudly attended the dedication ceremonies where he 
conferred degrees and certificates on 250 Normal graduates from the library steps 
in May, 1937.76 

President Fredericks's improvement program for 1936 was not yet complete. He 
sought and obtained funds for the renovation and addition of a south wing lo War
ren Easton Hall. Turning lo federal relief programs, he received thirty-seven thou
sand dollars from the Works Progress Administration for the renovation of almost 
every building on campus, the rebuilding of sidewalks, and the connection of the 
college's sewage system with the city of Natchitoches.77 

President Fredericks's 1936 building program was just the first step in a mam
moth physical improvement program that transformed the Normal facilities into 
a modernized physical plant. In October 1937 A.A. Fredericks requested an 
appropriation of more than one million dollars for the Normal. Among the build
ings he proposed were two women's dormitories, a men's dormitory, a men's gym-

15currenJ Sauce, March 19, 1936. 
76fbid., May 20, 1937;Tarver, "Brother Square-Toes." 44-45. The construction of the Normal library, 
power plant, and addition lo Warren Easton became involved in the 1939 investigation of the Louisiana 
scandals. In September 1939 F.S. Shattuck. Supervisor of Public Funds, presented a roporL to Gover
nor Earl K. Long concerning the construction of the Normal buildings. Mr. Shattuck concluded that 
no contracts were awarded for the construction of the buildings, in some cases no bids were required, 
and that the contractors, Caldwell Brothers and Hart, made excessive profilS - 28.65 percent on the 
library, 84.62 percent on the power plan\, and 106.29 percent on Warren Easton. The total costs of the 
projects were $203,672.59 forthe library,$362.234.J 3 for the power house, and S66,895.57 for Warren 
Easton. The contractors also charged fifteen thousand for work never done on laying a steam line. This 
sum was refunded 10 the State Normal College by Caldwell BrOthers·and Hart. The projects' archi· 
tects, Weiss, Dreyfous, and Seiferth, also collected feeS on the overcharges. When Horace R. Brown. 
building supervisor for the Slate Board of Education, substantiated Shalluck's report, Superintendent 
Harris declared, "My opinion is that we arc thoroughly warranted in believing graft and stealing were 
practiced in the erection of the three buildings . . .. " The contractors later made restitution to the stale 
for the overcharges. After the resignation or Governor Leche in wake of the scandals. his name was 
removed from the Normal library building. Official Proceedingsof1heSta1e Board of Education. Sep· 
tember 21, 1939, Bulletin 421 (T.H. Harris, 1939), 3-4; ibid., October 17, 1939, Bulletin 424 (T.H. 
Harris, 1939), 14, 141-50: ibid., October 30, 1939, Bulletin 425 (T.H. Harris, 1939), 4-14; ibid., 
November 14, 1939, Bulletin 427 (T.H. Harris, 1939), 18; ibid., March 12, 1940, Bulletin 43 I (T.H. 
Harris, 1940), 5. 
77 Current Sauce. February 13, 1936. On WPA projects, the federal government contributed forty-five 
cents on the dollar and the slate fifty-five cents. 
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nasium, an auditorium and fine arb building, a concrete stadium, and a refrigera-
tion plant.78 A few weeks later the finance committee of the State Board of Educa
tion approved a building fund of $1 .5 million for the years 1938-1940 and a 
maintenance appropriation of $450 thousand annually for the Normal.79 Presi
dent 1-redcricks immediately announced that $424 thousand would be spent on a 
fine arts building, $256 thousand on two women's dormitories each with forty-five 
rooms and 111 beds, and two hundred thousand dollars for a men's dormitory with 
seventy rooms and 194 bcds.l!O Before 1938 ended, the Normal enjoyed an even 
greater allocation of capital outlay funds for the 1938-1940 biennium. The whop
ping sum of $1,927 ,272 in slate and federal PWA funds was allocated for physical 
improvements at the State Normal.~ 1 With these fund~. the college realized seven 
new buildings in 1939. including a six-thousand-seal concrete stadium, an athletic 
dormitory (Caspari Hall), a high school (financed by the Natchitoches Parish 
school board), a trade school (also financed by the Natchitoches Parish school 
board), a women's dormitory (Varnado), a new infirmary, and a power plant. Four 
additional buildings were under construction: a men's gymnasium, a fine arts 
building, a student center, and a natatorium.82 

Old Fine ArL~ Building 

7KThe Currl'l/1 Sauce, October 28, 1937. 
7'>tbid, December 2, 1937. 
kOJbid., April 21, 1931!. 
Kl Ibid .. Ocwbcr 6. 1938. 
K21bid ., January 11, 1940. During 1938 and 1939 President Frederick, also purchased 124.24 acres of 
land adjoining the Stale Normal for $5.884.60. The new acqubitions rounded oul the campus si1c and 
provided needed pasturage and land for a pig farm . He also leased a ten-acre plot for ninety-nine years 
to the Nall'hitochc-~ Parish School Board for the site of the new high school and trade school. Record 
of Land Purcha~cs. 1938-1939. Fredericks Papers. University Archives. A.D. , E.P. W.M.L.. N.S.u.; 
The Curr('l/1 Sam·,,, January 28. 1937. 
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Students arriving on campus in the fall of 1940 were greeted with the opening 
of the final four major buildings constructed during the Fredericks administra
tion. Outstanding among these structures was a fine arts building housing a 7 50-
seat auditorium and a three hundred-seat Little Theatre as well as offices and 
technical rooms. Most popular among the students was a new student center which 
contained a large social room, a cafe, the college post office, a private dining room, 
men's and women's smokers, and a game room. To the rear of the student center 
was the newly-constructed natatorium and across campus a new home economics 
cottage.83 By that time Fredericks was nearing the end of his administration, and, 
almost as if he were attempting to defend his tenure, he prepared a summary report 
of his years as president. Much of the report dealt with the physical growth of the 
Louisiana State Normal College from 1934 to 1941. Noting that the state of Loui
siana, the parish of Natchitoches, and the federal government had spent 
$4,166,150.52 for land, buildings, equipment, and improvements at the Normal 
between 1934 and 1941 whereas in the previous fifty years Louisiana and Natchi
toches Parish had spent only $1,133,157.23 for the same purposes, the summary 
detailed the physical plant improvements totaling $3,783,200.15. Some of the 
projects were sponsored and financed solely by the state, others sponsored by the 
state and financed by the state and federal governments, and still others financed 
largely through federal agencies such as the PW A, CW A, ERA, WP A, and NY A. 
Although President Fredericks realized that he had taken care of the major physi
cal needs of the State Normal for years to come, he pragmaticaUy knew that any 
growing institution would have additional needs and he was already planning 
future plant improvements.84 However, he never saw these plans materialize for 
in April 1941 he was replaced as president of the State Normal. 

While engaged in his highly successful building program, President Fredericks 
initiated a comprehensive project of curricula study and improvement at the State 
Normal. Ten new curricula were added to the already existing fourteen courses of 
study. Many new courses were offered to meet the changing needs and interests of 
the Normal students. Typical of the new offerings was a course which attracted 
immediate student interest and demonstrated President Fredericks's ingenuity. 
The Normal owned some mules which were no longer useful as beasts of burden 
so President Fredericks traded them for some horses. With a stable of seven of the 
newly-acquired ponies, a course in horseback riding was instituted under the direc
tion of Mrs. Thelma Kyser.85 Other new offerings were broad cultural courses, a 

83The Current Sauce, September 26. 1940. 
84"Summary Report of the Administration of Albert A. Fredericks," Fredericks Papers. University 
Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
85Jbid.; The Current Sauce. November 28, 1934. May 5. 1939. 
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new plan of student teaching, a Liberal arts course, vocational courses in agricul· 
t ure. commerce, and home economics, and trade courses in the new campus trade 
scbool.86 

All existing curricula were revised with many courses being completely reorga
nized. The purpose of the curricula revision was two-fold. First, all courses had to 
be reorganized to fit into a semester plan which was adopted in the fall of 1939. 
instead of three twelve-week quarters and a nine-week summer school, the college 
instituted a scholastic year of two eighteen-week semesters and a nine-week sum
mer school. Under both plans, classes were held six days a week. The second reason 
for the curricula reorganization was to provide a broad general education for all 
students during the first two years which would serve as an adequate foundation 
for the specialized courses of the junior and senior years. Also through the reorga
nization many duplications of courses were eliminated.87 

In addition to regular credit courses, the State Normal under A.A. Fredericks 
sponsored a series of meetings for high school principals, parish superintendents, 
and supervisors. These meetings enabled the college to keep in close contact with 
the public school systems, upgraded participating educational personnel, and 
improved instruction in the secondary schools. Other college-sponsored meetings 
i~cluded French festivals, a commerce conference, 4-H meetings, high school ral
lies, college and high school debate tournaments, home economics conferences, 
Louisiana Library Commission meetings, and music festivals.8$ Each of these 
brought prospective students and educational personnel to the campus, thus publi· 
cizing the work of the Normal. For example, the four-day musicfest of 1941 was 
the largest state music festival ever held in Louisiana. Approximately four thou
sand students from ninety-four Louisiana schools participated in the activities on 
campus.89 

The academic changes made at the Normal during President Fredericks's ten
ure, nevertheless, did not protect the institution from several investigations by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and its ultimate loss of 
accreditation. As early as March 1935 a committee of the Southern Association 

86The curricula during the Fredericks's years were: agricult11re. arl, biology. business administration, 
chemistry, commercial education. English, health and physical education for men, health and physical 
education for women, home economics, language., liberal arts, library, mathematics, pbysics, pre
medical, primary,secretariaJ science. social studies, speech, upper elementary, music vocal, and music 
instrumental. "Summary Report of the Administration of Albert A. Fredericks.'' Fredericks Papers, 
University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; The Current Sauce, May 5, 1939. 
87"Summary Report of the Administration of Albert A. Fredericks," Fredericks Papers, University 
Archives, A.D,. E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; The Current Sauce. January 11, 1940; {The Normal Quarterly 
of the State Normal College/. Announcements/or the Fifty-fifth Year of the Loui.vlana State Normal 
College. Catalog. I 939. Roster of Students and Graduates For Year J 938. XXVln (April 1939); cited 
hereafter as Normal Quarterly, /939. 
88"Summary Report of the Administration of Albert A. Fredcric\s," Fredericks Papers, University 
Archivel>, A.D .• E.P.W.M.L .• N.S.U. 
89The Current Sauce. March 27, 1941. 
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visited th~ Normal to ~vestig~te charges that Senator Long was running the col
lege. President Fr~dencks, wh_1le welcoming the inquiry, blamed it on persons who 
were opposed to his e~forts to improve the faculty and practice economy.90 Some· 
one may bavecomplamed of the firing of six faculty members a few months earlier. 
Whateve~ ~he reason for the investigation, the committee exonerated the Normal 
of the pohtical charge but placed it on a year's probation for academic weakness 
re_veale~ by the ~mmittee's study of student examination papers. Undoubtedly 
with a sigh of reltef, President Fredericks declared that the Southern Association's 
study o~ the Normal was routine and that the correction of the academic weak
nesses cited by the association would result in a higher academic standing for the 
c?J~ege.

91 
The Southern Association conducted a three-year inquiry before finally 

g1vmg the Normal a top rating in April 1938.92 
. Charges of political meddling in the State Norrnal's affairs, however, would not 

dte even_ though Huey Long was assassinated in September 1935. Now it was Gov
e~nor R1~~ard Y:. ~he who was using state jobs to favor his friends and to punish 
~s ad_m,mstratton s foes. In 1939 the Southern Association was again asked to 
1nvest1gate the college after Linus A. Sims, a Normal professor, charged he had 
been fired for polit_ical reasons. A graduate and professor at Centenary College in 
Sbreve~r~, Mr. Sims went to Hammond about 1920 as a high school teacher and 
later pnnc1pal. He was named the first president of Southeastern Louisiana Col
lege but was removed from that office in J 933 and given a teacher's job at the State 
~ormal. Mr. Sims _was also an ?rdained Methodist minister who dabbled in poli
tJcs. In 19~8 he a~t1vely ~ampa,gned for James H. Morrison who was running for 
<=:ongress :n the Sixth District (Florida Parishes) against a Leche-supported can
didate. His son! Joe Arthur Sims, became Morrison's campaign manager. Gover
nor Leche d~tded to pr~sure the elder Sims to quit the Morrison campaign 
lhro~gh Pres,den~ Fredericks who warned Mr. Sims lhat bis son's role in the con
~ress1onal campaign concerned the governor. Mr. Sims resisted the pressure and 
111 August 1938 President Fredericks fired the recalcitrant prof essor.93 

Linus Sims immediately went to the newspapers with a detailed account of his 
dismissal. According to his version, the Normal President warned'' ... if you have 
any regard for your job, you will have Joe Arthur get out of it [the campaign] at 
once. He should have more respect for you than to get mixed up in politics." Then. 
he continued, "I'll get fired ifl don't fire you."94 When Mr. Sims asked A.A. Fred-

:~c1~rre111 Sauce, December 20. 1934. 
Ibid., De~em~r 19, l 935. The_s~uden_l ne~spuper in ao editorial denied political interference at the 

college stau~g. There is no pohucal d1ctat1on or lhe affairs of the LSNC unless political dictation 
means creallo~ of an atmosphere in which all of us can be happy. If lhis be political control, we have ~f complaint.' Current Sauce. December 20. 1934. 

Ibid .. April 7, 1938. 
!!Tarver. "Brother Square· Toes," 50-51. 

The Times Picayune, August 23, 1938: August 30. 1938. 

177 



Northwestern State University 

ericks what the Southern Association's reaction would be, he replied, "We don't 
care what theSoulhemAssociation says, ... you should know that the school peo
ple of Louisiana do not run the schools. They a~e ~un. by the politi~ia~s artd they 
don't know anything about the Southern Assoc1at1on and they don t give a damn 

uJ k t ,,95 
about it - and if they knew we were members they wo d ma e us get ou . 

Mr. Fredericks's account of the incident differed significantly fr?m that ~f the 
released professor. Denying Mr. Sims's version of the conversation, Pr~1dent 
Fredericks at first admitted that lhe professor "was Jet go because he continued 
participating in politics over in Hammond." ~.fter the Southern A~sociation tO?k 
up the issue, President Fredericks changed his story and offered his letter of dis
missal to Mr. Sims as the explanation for his action. It read: 

Mr. L.A. Sims 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

Dear Mr. Sims: 

August I l, 1938 

Several weeks ago L called you into my office and notified you that 1 had reco.m
mended your reemployment for the school year of 1938-39. As I told you during 
this conference, this recommendation was made in spite of the fact that the dean 
of the college and the principal of the elementary school ~ad r.eported that. ~our 
work during the year bad not been entirely satisfactory .and m sp1 te of t~e add1 t.10.n
al fact thal your attitude toward both the college officials and the entire ad~m,s
tration of the college had caused me some embarrassment on several occasions .. 

I made this concession in your case because I had hoped that y0t1r work and atti
tude would improve and also because you are nearing ~be retirement age .. 

You will recall my specific advice upon that occasion that you refrain from 
activities that would in any way handicap me in my efforts to improve the State 
Normal college or that would do harm to the school's reputation and de~elopm~n~. 
You have disregarded my instructions and have continued your ill-advised act1v1-
ties in direct opposition to them. 

J n view of the facts of incompetence and insubordination, I feel that you cannot 
longer render a service here and am therefore recommending to the ~~ate Board 
of Education your immediate dismissal from the faculty of the Lou1s1ana State 
Normal College. 

Very truly yours, 
A.A. Fredericks 
President96 

95lbid. · H . 
96ofjicial Proceedings of State Board of Education, August 16, 1938. Bulletin 381 (T.H. i;ms, 
1938), 17. 

178 

The Light of a New Day 

Undoubtedly, Mr. Sims's political activities were considered insubordination and 
the Lecbe administration wanted him out, leaving A.A. Fredericks little choice in 
the matter. The State Board of Education, Hke the Normal president, heeded Gov
ernor Lechc's wishes, and approved the firing of L.A. Sims.97 Superintendent Har
ris declared, "The report that be was fired for insubordination and inefficiency is 
correct."98 Meanwbjle, Mr. Sims began denouncing the Leche adntinistration in 
a series of speaking engagements throughout the state which were well covered by 
the press. On the basis of a newly-adopted State Board resolution on tenure, he 
appealed to the board to honor his contract for 1938-39 or pay him his salary for 
that year.99 

Linus Sims also filed a complaint concerning political control of the State Nor
mal administration with the Southern Asociation of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools which began another lengthy investigation. It resulted in the college's los
ing its accreditation. The Southern Association's inquiry was ill-timed for A.A. 
Fredericks who was running for re-election to the state senate and also for Earl K. 
Long who was campaigning for governor. To ward off the association's investiga
tion, President Fredericks, in reply to his questions, explained to O.C. Carmichael, 
chairman of the association's Commission on institutions of Higher Education, 
that Mr. Sims was fired for ineffective work and insubordination when he "went 
to the center of political activities, and became actively involved in fighting the 
State Administration." Ironically. President Fredericks also stated, "l tried to 
make it clear a lso that his politicaJ activity in itself was not of any great impor
tance, but his failure to consider the welfare of the college and to work happily as 
a member of our staff, as well as his inability to do satisfactory work here, forced 
me to recommend his dismissal." 100 Mr. Carmichael, however, could not under
stand why, if his work had been so poor, Mr. Sims was hired in the spring for the 
upcoming academic year and then suddenly released shortly before the fall term. 
He fe]t that only gross insubordination would justify dismissing a teacher so late 
in the summer. Not satisfied with President Fredericks's explanation, the South
ern Association removed the Normal from its approved List. 101 

The Southern Association's decision not to accredit the State Normal brought 
an angry response from H.H. White, president of the State Board of Education, 
and a denial of the importance of the association's action by A.A. Fredericks. Pres
ident White felt that the association's action "was unnecessarily prompt and 
severe and rendered on insufficient evidence.'' He also believed that the Southern 

97Jbid., April 18, 1939, Bulletin 408 (T.H. Harris, 1939), 48-49; cited hereafter as State Board Pro
ceedings. Bulletin 408. 
98The Times Picayune, August 23, 1938. 
990fficial Proceedings of State Board of Education, March 14, 1939. Bulletin 405 (T.H. Harris, 
1939), 40-41. 
IOOsrare Board Proceedings. BuJJetin 408. 55. 
IOI tbid .. 58, 61. 
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Association acted not only on the evidence presented to it "but by a preconceived 
conclusion that Louisiana educational policy was dictated by sinister political 
influences." Declaring that there was "a minimum of politics" in public education, 
Mr. White questioned the advisability of belonging to the association. "I can see 
many advantages in continuing membership in the Association. 1 approve heartily 
of high scholastic standards but when the Association undertakes to decide who 
may be employed and who discharged I feel its powers should be questioned." 102 

Meanwhile President Fredericks began a campaign to convince the general pub
lic and particularly Normal students that Mr. Sims was fired for just reasons and 
that the loss of accreditation did no harm to the standing of the college. He gave 
a statement to the press denying that Professor Sims was fired because of his son's 
political activities but did admit that the teacher's own political activities were 
considered insubordination and were one of the reasons for his dismissal. He also 
released to the press his letter to Mr. Sims firing him. 103 After the Normal lost its 
accreditation, President Fredericks gave the press an explanation of the incident. 
"The State Normal was dropped from the rolls of this so-called accrediting associ
ation because I, as its administrative head, refused to submit to its dictation with 
regard to the hiring and firing of teachers at the institution." He also charged that 
the Southern Association was dominated by the executives of privately-endowed 
colleges who could not adequately judge a teachers' college.104 Undoubtedly at the 
urging of President Fredericks, in April 1939 the board of directors of the Alumni 
Association in a letter to the Normal's graduates and former students reviewed lbe 
relationship between the Southern Association and the State Normal since 
December 1935. The Alumni report upheld President Fredericks's action noting 
that the loss of accreditation would not endanger the status of Normal graduates 
since teacher certification was a state function not affected in any way by an out
side accrediting agency. Furthermore, the Alumni Association pointed out that 
the Normal had an A-l rating with the American Association of Teachers' Col
leges.105 To allay student fears, the Current Sauce assured them that President 
Fredericks's withdrawal of the Normal from the Southern Association reflected 
no discredit on the college scholastically. According to the student newspaper, the 
only point at issue was the president's right to dismiss a member of his staff.106 

Despite all the denials, the Joss of accreditation was a blow to the State Normal 
and its president. It was one of a number of problems suddenly facing President 
Fredericks. Without warning, in October 1939 the State Board discussed a resolu
tion prohibiting its employees from engaging "in local or State politics, and the 

102[bid .• 64-65. 
IOJrhe Natchitoches Times. August 26, 1938. 
104Jbid., March 31, 1939. 
IOSrhe Normal Alumni Columns. I (March 1939), 22-23. 
106Current Sauce editorial quoted in The Natchitoches Times. April 14, 1939; Current Sauce. May 
5, 1939. 
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acceptance of a political office by any such person shall be cause for dismissal." In 
speaking in favor of the resolution, Superintendent Harris declared that college 
presidents and employees "should not serve in the Legislature. They are classed as 
politicians and as part of the political machine, and then, too, they have large insti
tutions to administer which takes up all of their time. I think the argument is in 
favor of their not being in the Legislature . . .. " 107 Although the resolution was 
tabled, A.A. Fredericks commented that eight years ago and again four years ago 
it was all right for him to be a member of the legislature and that he planned again 
to be a candidate from his senatorial district. 108 Although he won re-election, his 
gubernatorial candidate, Earl K. Long, lost to the reform-minded Sam H. Jones. 

After returning to Natchitoches, less than a week later, President Fredericks 
was informed by Dr. C.C. Henson, director of the Isidore Newman School in New 
Orleans and State Board member, of the impending visit to the Normal of a board 
committee directed to study the relationship between the state colleges and the 
Southern Association. The committee was accompanied by Dr. M.C. Huntley, 
Executive Secretary of the association. It was also expected that Dr. Huntley 
would be impressed by the State Normal and would explain the conctitions under 
which the college would be re-admitted to the Southern Association. On Novem
ber 20, 1939, the group met at the Normal and Dr. Huntley was duly impressed 
by the physical plant and the friendliness of President Fredericks with bis students. 
However, the Normal was not restored to membership in the association and Presi
dent Fredericks, in a moment of frustration, bitterly denounced L.A. Sims for tak
ing credit for the college losing its accreditation in his campaign speeches. 109 

Within a year the new Jones administration's influence on education was clearly 
visible. On August 2, 1940, the State Board of Education elected the presidents of 
seven state institutions, including the Normal, as acting presidents for the ensuing 
year. In the mean lime, the Education ComrrutteeoftheState 13oard was to investi
gate every institution and make recommendations regarding the employment of 
permanent presidents. 110 In December 1940 a three-person investigation commit
tee of State Board members, chaired by Mrs. Eleanore Meade, visited the Normal 
and issued a highly complimentary report on the physical plant, the spirit of ccop
era tion among students, faculty, and administration, and the work of President 
Fredericks. "The local committee has knowledge and enthusiasm for both the 
institution and for the president, whom they credit with the advancement of the 
college.'' "The president, though he does not possess a doctorate, seems to have the 

107 Official Proceedings of State Board of Educ01io>i. October 17. 1939, Bulletin 424 (T.H. Harris. 
1939). 43-45. 
I08fbid., 45. 
I09c.c. Henson 10 A.A. Fredericks, October 23, 1939; Eleanore H. Meade to A.A. Fredericks, 
November 24, 1939; A.A. Fredericks to Eleanore H . Meade, November 28, J 939, Fredericks Papers, 
University Archives, A.D .. E.P.W.M.L., N .S.U. 
I IOJohn E. Coxe to A.A. Fredericks, August 5, 1940, ibid. 
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proper educational qualifications and is an excellent administrator." Fifteen local 
citizens testified before the committee that they were satisfied with the conduct 
of the school and the Student Council endorsed the retention of President Freder
iclcs.111 

The State Board inquiry of 1940 was only one of two investigations the State 
Normal college underwent that year. The Jones administration hired E.0. Grif
fenbagen, a management and governmental consultant from Chicago, to study the 
operations of the state's various agencies. Governor Jones planned to reform the 
state's bureaucracy by increasing the efficiency of some agencies and by eliminat
ing others altogether. [n 1940 representatives of the Griffenhagen firm visited the 
Normal to conduct interviews, collect information, and personally observe the col
lege's operation. Much of their data came from personnel description cards which 
the Normal employees filled out at the end of the 1939-40 school year. The result 
of the Griff enhagen study was a 114-page report which covered all phases of the 
college's operations from administration to student activities. It contained 108 
specific recommendations affecting all departments and activities of the Nor
mal. t 12 President Fredericks was given the opportunity to prepare a memorandum 
indicating which recommendations were valid and which were not. For those con
sidered unacceptable, be was to present supporting evidence nullifying their validi
ty. Believing that the purpose of the report was to reduce the cost of operation at 
the Normal, President Fredericks carefully prepared a sixty-one page memoran
dum based on faculty input, agreeing with some recommendations and rejecting 
others. 113 

The Griffenhagen report was exhaustive and in many ways critical of the Nor
mal. It pointed out that the enrollment of the college had shown a sudden decrease 
and could be expected to continue to decline, that the institution should never have 
been built in Natchitoches in the first place, that the school was no longer strictly 
a normal college and its name should be changed to reflect the diversified offer
ings, that the college spent too much money recruiting students many of ~horn 
were not prepared for higher education, and that the president often acted tnde
pendently of the State Board of Education and was improperly involved in state 
politics as a senator. The report also denounced President Fredericks for causing 
the Normal to lose its accreditation by firing a professor for political reasons. 114 

I I I current Sauce. January 16, 1941. Earlier the financial records of the Nor~al had_been ~xa~ined 
in the wake of the Louisiana scandals. President Fredericks had cooperated with the mvest1gat1on of 
irregularities In the construction of Normal buildings under Governor Lecheand all the books and oth
er records were found in good order, Tarver, "Brother Square-Toes," 69; The Natchitoches Times. 
September 29. 1939. . . . .. 
112[E.0. Griffenhagen], "Sur\ley, Report, and RecommendatJons, Louisiana State Normal College, 
n.d.; cited hereafter as Griffenhagen, "Survey.'' 
113°Memoranda On Summary of Recommendations." Louisiana State Normal College, Report 6 
c A.A. Fredericks, March 1941); cited hereafter as Fredericks. "Memoranda.'" 
I 14Griffenhagen. "Survey.'' 13-19. 
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The Nortnal president refuted the charges one by one, sometimes with sarcasm but 
more often with anger. 115 Nevcrtheless. he must have realized the inevitable - he 
would not be president of the State Normal much longer. He had earlier sent a let
ter resigning from the state senate to Governor Jones, but upon realizing his days 
at lhe Normal were numbered, he withdrew his resignation and decided to remain 
in the political arena.1 16 

ln January I 94 l the State Board of Education decided to make its selection of 
permanent college presidents at its meeting on March 3. Each of the incumbent 
colJege presidents was invited Lo defend his administration at the meeting but no 
faculty, staff, or student body was actively to support bis candidacy. 117 On March 
3. 1941, the State Board voted to replace A.A. Fredericks with Dr. Joe Farrar. The 
vote was not released, although it appears to have been either seven to three or six 
to four. The removal of A.A. Fredericks was political just as had been the earlier 
replacement of presidents Roy and Tison. l n fact, within the first year of the Jones 
administration, the president of every state college under the board except South
eastern was replaced .1 ' 8 

Perhaps the Current Sauce in saying "aloha" to President "F~eddy" described 
his administration better than others could: ''And don't think that he feels, for one 
neeting instant, that he is bidding goodby to the Normal. He's not the sort of man 
to run away and leave an institution that he has helped to build, from a shapeless, 
inchoate mass of restrictions and inhibitions, to a living, breathing group of youth
ful seekers after the truth." Continuing on, the student newspaper declared, "Al 
any rate things have happened on this campus since the Frederickses took over. 
Beautiful and utilitarian buildings have sprung up where scrubby pines once stood. 
Academic standards have been raised from nearly nothing to the present decent 
place they occupy." 119 No one could deny that the face of the Normal had been 

115Fredericks, "Memoranda.'' 
I 16Tarvcr. ··Brother Square-Toes:· 79. 
117 Resolution, Si.ate Board of Education, Junuary 2, 1941, Fredericks Papers, University Archives. 
A.D .. E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. H.H. White. president oftheState Board. had carliercxpres~ed theopmion 
that the incumbent presidents should be kept in office ··unless good and sufficient reason can be shown 
in any particular case or cases for a ch11ngc." He hoped that changes "ould not be "'dictated by poli
tics: · H.H. White to John E. Coxe. July 18. 1940. ibid. 
I l8[Ba1on Rouge] Moming Adv(,ca1e. March 4. 1941; rarvcr, ''Brother Square-Toes:· l!3. 
119 The Current Sauce, March 27, 1941. After leaving the Louisiana Stale Normal College in 1941. 
Mr. Fredericks served as a special agcm of the Kansas City Southern and Louisiana and Arkansas rail
roads. Retaining bis intere~l in politics, he served ascxccutivcsecrc1ar} 10Govcrner Earl K. Long from 
1948 to 1950 and from 1959 thr.:iugh I 960and n~a member of the State Board of Education from (948 
through 1956. Other key positions Mr. Fredericks held were: Commissioner of State W11lfan:. 1950-
1952: Chairman of the Louisiana Commission on the Aging. 1959· I 963. and a member of the Su11c 
Board of Commerce and Industry, 1948-1960. In 1964 he was named President Emcritu~ of North
western and in 1966 honored on "Albert A. Fredericks Day·· on campus. A.A. Frederick~ died at the 
age of eighty-four on October 22. 1975 . .I\ .A. Frederick.,, "'Albert A. Fredericks:· Fredericks Papers. 
University Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Alu111t11 Columns. XXXV (Fall. 1975). 5. ibid. 
XXXV (Spring, 1976). 4. 
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changed drastically by President Fredericks or that the students were a happier 
group of young scholars. He left the State Normal with rejuvenated spirit and an 
expanded physical plant that would sustain the institution in the Future years. 

Student life in theearlyTison years did not differ significantly from the Roy era. 
The annual enrollment in the college department remained constant from 1929 to 
1932 hovering about twenty-one hundred students. Although women still greatly 
outnumbered men, there was an increase in the number of male students perhaps 
because of the lack of jobs du ring the depression or possibly because of new curric
u Ia, such_ as commerce, which were more attractive to young men. With the deep
ening depression in 1932, the number of students declined to l ,983, but the num
ber of men still continued to increase. 120 Approximately one thousand students 
were residing on campus in the club's eight women's and two men's dormitories. 
Board expenses, including board, lodging, lights, water, heat, and service, were 
sixty-three dollars for a twelve-week quarter with a laundry charge of nine dollars 
for the same period. With other incidental charges, a Normal student paid $84.25 
a term. 121 In 1933 the expenses for attending the Normal decreased with room and 
board costing fifty-nine dollars and laundry six dollars or a total, with incidentals, 
of seventy-six. dollars a terro. 122 For the first time, more than 150 students livin~ 
within fifty or sixty miles of the Normal were able to attend college due to Presi
dent Tison's initiative. He instituted bus service for these students at a nominal 
cost. The commuters were allowed to schedule their classes between the second 
and sixth period to shorten their school day as much as possible. 123 To aid needy 
students, work, academic, and parish scholarships as well as loan funds were avail
able. For example, in the fall of 1929, forty students borrowed money from the 
Alby L. Smith and student loan funds to attend the Normal. 124 

Until 1932 the rules governing club members remained unchanged Crom the 
Roy era. That year some of the more restrictive regulations were rescinded. The 

120[Tbe Normal Quarterly of the State Normal College]. Announcements for Forty-Fifth Yearof1he 
Staie Normal College. Catalog. 1929. Roster of S111den1s and Graduates For Year 1928, XVIII 
(April 1929), 203, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, I 929; Announcements/or Forty-Sixth Year 
of the State Normal College. Catalog, 1930. Roster of Students and Graduates for Year I 929. XlX 
(April 1930), 202, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, 1930: Announcements for Forty-Seve,ith 
Year of the State Normal College. Catalog. I 931. Roster of Students and Graduates Fo'. Year ~930. 
XX (April 1931), 179, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, J9a I; Announcements for Forty-Eighth 
Year of the StaJe Normal College. Catalog. 1932. Roster of Students and Graduates For Year 1 ~3/ , 
XXI (April 1932). I 77, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, /932; Announcements/or Forty-Ninth 
Year of the Louisiana State Normal College. Catalog, 1933. Roster of Students a11d Gradua1es For 
Year /932. XXII (April 1933), 165, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, 1933. The enrollment fig
ures do not include elementary and high school students and students enrolled in correspondence and 
extension course.~. 
121 Normal Quarterly. /932, 59. 
122tbid., 1933, 29. 
123Newspaper clipping, September 17, 1932, Melrose Scrapbook #69, 9, Melrose Collection, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
124The Natchitoches Tima, August 23, 1929. 
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rule limiting freshmen and sophomores to one shopping visit to town a week was 
eliminated. Students no longer had to obtain the matron's permission to leave their 
dormitories after study bell and club members did not have to altend Sunday 
church services although they were strongly urged to do so. Girls boarding in town 
were governed by the same regulations as those Living on campus. 125 

Most of the earlier religious organizations, departmental clubs, and literary 
societies continued to function at the Normal and a few new ones were added. A 
group of students interested in art established the Art Club in August 1929, and 
the college string orchestra was formed in the winter of that year. For those 
involved in the commerce curriculum, a Commercial Club was organized in 1931 
and the same year tbe Orchesis Club, a dance organization, and a Social Science 
Club were formed. 126 From the beginning of bis administration, Mr. Tison encour
aged students to par ti:::ipate in the campus clubs and organizations. 127 Two frater
nities, Phi Kappa Nu and Sigma Tau Gamma, also established chapters at the 
Normal. Near the end of his administration, President Tison, with the assistance 
of his faculty, organized a chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, the first national honorary 
society established at the State Normal. 128 

Wbile W.W. Tison was president, the State Normal College celebrated two 
notable anniversaries. The first was the state-wide George Washington Bicenten
nial Celebration commemorating the 200th anniversary of the birth of the first 
president held on campus March 19, 1932. Despite the students' threats to boycott 
the celebration, it was a great success. Five hundred schools entered elementary 
school spelling and declamation contests and high school essay and oratorical con
tests. Superintendent Harris addressed the gathering and H.H. White, president 
of the State Board of Education, awarded prizes to the students. The day ended 
with a pageant depicting scenes from Washington's life in which college students 
and organizations participated. 129 

Two years later, on April 13 and 14, 1934, the State Normal College celebrated 
its golden jubilee. The celebration began the af1ernoon of Friday, April 13, with 
a concert by the Normal band and a short program, "Ties that Bind," followed by 
an evening reception. The main event of Saturday was a morning anniversary pro
gram featuring Dr. H .L. Donovan, president of Eastern Kentucky State Teachers' 
College and president of the American Association of Teachers' Colleges, as the 
speaker. Governor O.K. Allen also appeared on the program as well as representa
tives of more than thirty Louisiana and out-of-state colleges. A barbecue was 
served at noon followed by open house activities sponsored by campus organiza-

125Narmal Quarterly, /931, 61-62. 
t26Jbid., 1933, 48-49; Combs, "Tison." 
121The Natchitoches Times. August 2, 1929. 
128Jbid., December 6, 1929, February 14, 1930; Potpo11rri. 1933, 147, 149. 
129TheNatchitoches Time,r, March 11 , 1932, March 25, 1932. 
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tions and an educational symposium held in Caldwell Hall. The two-day celebra
tion concluded with a pageant, ''Fifty Years of Service and Progress," featuring 
five hundred Normal students followed by a college dance. Thousands of alumni 
joined students in commemorating the first fifty years of the Normal. The most 
lasting result of the 1934 celebration was a compilation of articles describing the 
college's early leaders and major events. 130 

In 1933, the year before A.A. Fredericks became president of the State Normal 
College, the enrollment dropped to I, 7 41 students in the college department. Then 
it began a steady rise which continued throughout President Fredericks's adminis
tration until by 1940 there were 2,644 students taking college courses. 131 The cost 
of room and board was also increasing during the same period. In 1935 a Normal 
student paid sixty-five dollars for room and board, six dollars for laundry, and 
$10.75 in minor fees, or a total of $81.75 a quarter. 132 The next year room and 
board expenses and laundry costs did not increase but incidental fees rose to 
$18.75 for a quarterly total of $89.75. In 1937 room and board costs rose again to 
$69.20 making the quarterly expenses $93.95. Beginning in 1939 student expenses 
were charged on a semester basis and rose only insignificantly during the last three 
years of Fredericks's administration. 133 

There were several reasons for a rising enrollment in spite of the depression and 
increasing costs of education. One of these was the financial aid provided students 
by various programs especially the National Youth Administration. In 1935 some 
188 students were employed at the Normal under this program. Each student had 
to be financially unable to attend college without assistance and had to carry a load 
equivalent to three-fourths of a normal load. The NY A students did work "of a 
socially useful character and of such a nature as would not otherwise be paid for 

I 30Jbid., February 16, 1934, April 6, 1934, April 13, 1934; April 30, 1934, May 4, 1934; The Shreve
port Times, April 8, 1934, Melrose Scrapbook #72, 52, Melrose Collection. A.D .. E.P.W.M.L., 
N.S.U.; newspaper clipping, n.d. ibid. 
131 /The Normal Quarterly of 1he State Normal College/. A1111ou11cemems/or the Fiftieth Year of the 
LD11isiana State Normal College. Catalog. I 934. Roster of Students and Graduates For Year 19.13. 
XX 111 (April 1934), 165, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly, J 934; Louisiana Sr ate Normal Cata
log, 1941 {The Normal Q11ar1erlyo/theState Normal College}, XXX (April 1941 ), 140, cited hereaf· 
ter as LS.N.C. Catalog. 1941. 
132{The Normal Quarterly of the Seate Normal College/. Announrements for the Fifty-first Year of 
the LDui.tiana State Normal College. Catalog. 1935. Roster of Stude11ts a11d Graduates For Year 
/934, XXIV (April 1935), 26, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly. /935. 
133[The Normal Quarterly of the State Normal College]. Announcements for the Fifty-Second Year 
of the Louisiana State Normal College. Catalog, 1936. Roster of Students and Graduates For Year 
1935. XXV (April 1936), 26, cited hereafter as Normal Quarterly. 1936:Announcemems/or the Fi/
t)'-Third )'ear of the LDuisiana State Normal College. Catalog, 1937. Roster of Students and Gradu· 
ates Tor Year 1936. XXVI (April 1937). 20. cited hereafterasNornral Quarterly. 1937; L.S.N.C. Cat
alog, 194 I , 21. 
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by the institution" to defray their expenses. 134 They were paid thirty cents an hour 
with monthly earnings ranging from five dollars lo fifteen dollars and averaging 
$11.24. Besides holding traditional college jobs in the dining hall, library, campus 
offices, dairy and field house, some NY A recipients helped construct buildings 
two men's dormitories, one women's dormitory, and two sorority houses - at the 
Normal. 135 The federal aid program was in addition to the Norma l's regular schol
arship and loan programs so that any deserving student could find some financial 
assistance available. 

Another reason for the growing student body was President Fredericks's 
improvement and expansion of the bus service to the Normal. Typical of the Nor
mal commuter was Bobbie Arledge who traveled 74,705 miles in her twelve years 
of elementary, high school, and college training. Of this distance, she walked 
I 0,461 miles and rode school buses for another 64,344 miles. Beginning at age sev
en, the young student rose at 4:30 a.m. each day, prepared breakfast for her family 
of nine, walked five miles over country lanes, rode crowded school buses over twen
ty-eight miles of rough roads. attended classes six hours, returned home at 5 p.m., 
helped with the household chores, and prepared her lessons by flickering lamp 

134Current Sauce, October 17, J935, October 3, 1935. 
135"~ummary Report of the Administration of Albert A. Fredericks," Fredericks Papers, University 
Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Current Sauce, October J, 1935. 
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light. Miss Arledge, upon graduating in 1938, commented, "l didn't mind getting 
up so early and cooking breakfast as I have a lways been accustomed to that, but 
sometimes walking that five miles in mud up to my knees and riding with 75 people 
in a school bus built for 40 got on my nerves." She remembered only two break
downs of school buses - once when the back end of the bus collapsed and once 
when the motor fell out - but she added "the teachers were kind enough not to 
mark them [the students] tardy." As amazing as Miss Arledge's persistence in get
ting an education was the fact that her expenses for four years of college amounted 
to only $232.60.136 

Probably the most important factor causing increasing enrollments at the Nor
mal was the popularily of President Fredericks himself and his genuine concern for 
the welfare of the students. Without a doubt, A.A. Fredericks was one of the best 
Liked presidents to ever serve the State Normal College and the students were a 
happy group during bis years. Almost immediately upon taking office, President 
Fredericks began to modify the strict, and often unreasonable, regulations of the 
Roy-Tison period. In September 1934 be announced that LSNC women students 
would be allowed to live off-campus with their parents' permission. 137 Still, the 
young ladies were protected with a myriad of regulations. They could live only in 
homes approved by the college, had to sign in and out, and observe the same study 
hours as the campus residents with lights out at 11 :00 p.m. On weekends the off
campus boarders, like the campus residents, could stay out until 10:30 p.m. but 
they could not spend the night away from their boarding house, could not attend 
off-campus dances, and could not ride in automobiles with "dates".138 In addition 
to allowing women students to live in Natchitoches, President Fredericks also 
opened the Normal to the town by tearing down the high fence which Mr. Roy had 
erected around the campus. He obviously never approved of the fence for, 
unknown to President Roy, as a professor he would repeatedly and deliberately 
crash Lhrough the front gate. 139 

Improving the contacl between the town and the Normal was only the first of 
Mr. Fredericks's innovations. On campus he initiated several changes with the 
hearty approval of the students. The student and faculty campus gathering place 
was the R.O. (Religious Organizations) Shop which was managed by representa
tives of the religious organizations. Profits from the shop were used for charitable 
projects. In 1934 college officials announced that the R.O. Shop would be enlarged 
and improved to create a "campus center." Located half-way between the class-

136The Natchitoches Times, July 29, 1938, December 30, J 938. 
137rbid.,Scptember7, 1934. 
138Ethe) L. Hereford, Requirements for Approved Rouses for Women Students Boarding in the City; 
Regulations For Women Students Boarding in Natchitoches, Fredericks Papers, University Archives, 
A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
139Notesof a conversation with Mrs. A.A. Fredericks, June 16, 1980, uncatalogued Fredericks papers, 
A.O. , E.P.W.M.L., N .S.U. 
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rooms and dorms, the expanded R.O. Shop served refreshments and provided 
entertainment for students during their free Lime. 140 Soon known as the Field 
House, the recreational center was, of all things, opened to students for dancing in 
1934. Enthusiastically, the Current Sauce declared. "In our mind this is quite the 
biggest and best step that has been taken yet to facilitate campus life." 141 By 1935 
the field house was further improved by Lhe addition of a smoker and an electric 
drinking fountain and was serving sandwiches, cold drinks, snacks, and bot plate 
lunches to the grateful students.142 At the same time President Fredericks toured 
the social room in Social Hall at the request of the students and announced a three 
thousand dollar remodeling project to make the reception room more pleasant and 
appealing to students. Commenting on his action, the Current Sauce approvingly 
editorialized, " He seems to be observing a policy: 'your every wish is my command' 
in dealing with the student body." 143 Obviously President Fredericks felt that stu
dents should be happy in the Normal, their home away from home, and was com
mitted to making their surroundings as pleasant as possible. 

Regulations governing student conduct were also liberalized during the Freder
icks years but not enough to satisfy Lhe students completely. In 1935 the students 
complained that there was no published list of regulations and that some regula
tions were made on the spur of the moment by various administrators which led to 
unfair punishment of violators. 144 The next year some men students were so dissat
isfied with the strict regulations that they decided to demonstrate against them. 
Covered with sheets to bide their identity. thirty-four young men paraded through 
the campus one night between 10:30 and l 1 :00 p.m. demanding justice. Two night 

14°Current Sauce, October 11, 1934. 
141 1bid., October 27, 1934. 
1421bid .. October 10, 1935. 
143Jbid., May 23, 1935. 
1441bid., October 10, 1935. 
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watchmen's attempt to prevent them from entering a restricted area led to a scuffle 
between the protesters and lhe guards. Although one night watchman was unin
jured, the other was badly bruised and beaten. The nextmorningPresident Freder
iclcs met with the students and announced that all thirty-four protestors, including 
practically the entire varsity football team, were suspended indefinitely. Several 
hundred students gathered in support of the ousted men and decided to observe a 
"holiday" until the suspended men were reinstated. The incident was defused 
when thestudents voted to return to class after President Fredericks talked to them 
and promised to study their complaints. ''When you have any difficulty regarding 
your school life here, come to my office or my home and l shall help you out,'' he 
declared to the students. He also promised a complete revision of the Normal's 
rules and regulations by a faculty committee.145 

A.A. Fredericks made good, as he usually did, on hls promise to the students. Jn 
1936 a student-faculty committee began work on a complete revision of the college 
regulations, the publication of a L.S.N .C. handbook, and a new student body con
stitution. Greater liberty and personal freedom and increased student responsibili
ty were the keynotes of the new documents. 146 The new L.S.N.C. Student Hand
book was distributed to students at registration in 1936. It included general 
information, the student body constitution, dormitory regulations for women, 
social regulations, penalties for violation of rules, general policies and practices 
relating to social activities, health and safety of students, general practices and 
rules of off-campus students, and a listing of campus organitations.147 Although 
many rules and regulations were liberalized, Normal students were not satisfied 
and wanted still more freedom from restrictions. A few weeks before President 
Fredericks's departure, the Current Sauce in an editorial requested that some
thing be done about the "adolescent out-moded handbook" which for some time 
had served the college as "a DecJaration of Bondage, Inanity, and Tommyrot." 148 

A major reorganization of campus societies and clubs also occurred during the 
Fredericks's years. Unfortunately, the literary and departmental clubs which had 
been sources of academic excellence for years were dealt a death blow in 1934 
when college authorities announced that credits in these organizations were no 
longer required for graduation. 149 With membership on a voluntary basis, most of 
the organizations ceased to function within a few years. The only extracurricular 
organizations listed in the 1940 L.S.N.C. Handbook were the Dramatics Club, 
Euthenics Club, Forensic Club, "N" Club, Orcbesis Club, Purple Jacket Club, 

1451bid., May 7, 1936; Faculty Meeting, May 5, 1936. Fredericks Papers, University Archives, A.D., 
E.P.W.M.L., N .S.U.; The Natchitoches Times, May 8, 1936. 
146Current Sauce, May 21, 1936. 
147 L.S.N.C. Studem Handbook, 1936-37. 
148current Sauu. March 13, 1941. 
149tbid .. October 27, 1934. 

190 

OS 

The light of a New Day 

and _Women's Athletic Association. The defunct organizations were, however, 
partially replaced by honorary co-educational fraternities and social sororities and 
fra_ternities. B~ 1940 _nine honorary fraternities had chapters on campus: Alpha 
Phi Gamma, Journaltsm; Alpha Psi Omega, dramatics; Demeter, agriculture; 
Kappa I?elta Pi, education; Lambda Delta Lambda, science; Phi Alpha Theta, his
tory; Phi Kappa, fine arts; Pi Delta Epsilon, biology; and Sigma Pi Rho, Latin.1so 
Fiv~ social ~ororities, ~lpha Sigma Alpha, Sigma Sigma Sigma, Delta Sigma 
Epsilon, Phi Kappa Sigma, and Theta Sigma Upsilon and three fraternities 
Lambda Zeta, Phi Kappa Nu, and Sigma Tau Gamma, were also represented o~ 
campus. 151 These newer organizations assumed some of the functions of the older 
literary and departmental clubs. 

V~rsity sports con~inued to receive enthusiastic support at the Normal especial
ly with lhe construction of the new stadium, athletic complex, and athletic dormi
tory. Perhaps it w~s destiny that the year the stadium was completed, the Normal 
teams reached a pmnacle of success seldom enjoyed by a college. Io 1939 Normal 
~:a~s in three major sports won championships. The basketball team gained the 

Little Four Crown" and ranked first in its division of the S. l.A .A. The undefeated 
and untied football squad won theS. I.A.A. and the newly-formed Louisiana Col
lege Conference championships. The track team also won the SJ.A.A. district 
championship. 1 s2 

The most spectacular event of Mr. Fredericks's administration was the Texas 
Centennia_l Trip in October 1936. Using surplus money from the bookstore, lyce
um, and Field House receipts, President Fredericks took all resident Normal stu
dents without cost to themselves to visit the Texas Centennial in Dallas. The col
lege paid four dollars round trip per student on a special Texas and Pacific train 
which departed Natchitoches at JO p.m. Friday, October 2, and returned 6: J 5 
a.m., Sunday, October 4. The only expense to the approximately twelve hundred 
stu~ents who made the trip was the entrance fee to the centennial grounds and 
~e1r meals. J.W. Turner, assistant general agent for the railroad who accompa
med the group, praised the Normal students for their exemplary behavior on the 
train. "lo other words these young people acted like perfect ladies and gentlemen," 
he ~rote W.J. Burke, a member of the State Board of Education. 153 Certainly such 
a trip must have been a memorable one for students in a depression year and for 
many of them it was lhe farthest they had ever traveled from home. ' 

I SO L.S .N.C. Handbook. 1940-4 I. 
151 tbid. 
152~ur~ent Sau~e. January 11. 1940; Louisiana State Normal College, [ 1938-39], Fredericks Papers, 
Un1vers1ty Archives, A.O .• E.P.W. M.L., N.S.U. 
153C11rrent Sartre, September 24, 1936; The Natchitoches Times. October 2. 1936: J.W. Turner to 
W.J . Burke. October 7. 1936, uncatalogued Fredericks Papers. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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New Field House 

When the new Field House was opened to students for dancing in l 934, the Cur
rent Sauce ecstatically exclaimed, "The light of a new day is streaking the Normal 
horizon. There is music in the air and a feeling of good fellowship and good wiU 
everywhere." 154 Although exaggerating somewhat, the student newspaper was 
not describing just one event in t 934 but prophetically the next seven years under 
A.A. Fredericks. A "light of a new day" had dawned at the State Normal under 
President Fredericks-a light which shone not only on happy students in pursuit 
of scholarship and good times but also on gleaming new buildings and well-tended 
grounds. The light would be dimmed but not extinguished in the near future by the 
approaching dark days of war. 

I S4crirrent Sauce. October 27, 1934. 
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Chapter Vl 

"A WIDER FIELD OF INFLUENCE:" 
NORTHWESTERN STATE COLLEGE OF LOUISIANA 

The Louisiana State Normal College entered the decade of the 1940s with pros
pects of continued growth and progress. But, unfortunately, a global tragedy, 
World War JI, dashed the expectations of the college. Instead of an increased 
enrollment. the State Normal saw most of her young men go to war, many of her 
young women choose either military service or war-related employment, and some 
of her faculty serve in the armed forces. Several campus activities, notably inter
collegiate sports, were suspended temporarily during the connict while mainte
nance of buildings was curtailed and new construction ceased. On the bright side, 
World War II provided the State Normal with several thousand new students 
naval cadets - who gave the college a military appearance and several new war
related programs. ln 1944 the Louisiana State Normal College became North
western State College of Louisiana by a popularly approved constitutional amend
ment. Although some alumni and friends of the college were saddened by the name 
change, others felt that the word "normal" would be an obstacle Lo attracting stu
dents in the post-war years. The name change, however, and even the addition of 
new curricula such as nursing, did not increase the enrollment to its pre-war figure 
principally because the college bad internal problems which adversely affected its 
growth throughout the forties and early fifties. 

The most apparent of these problems was the quick succession of four presidents 
and one acting president in a thirteen-year span. Joe Farrar, Joseph E. Gibson, 
G.W. McGinty, and H. Lee Prather served as presidents, and Augustus Carlyle 
Maddox as acting president between April 1941 and May 1954. With so many 
chief administrators, there was little continuity in programs, no effective long
range planning, and much outside criticism of the college. Much of the presiden
tial turnover was due to the impact of Louisiana politics on the college's adminis
tration even though the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
had restored accreditation to the State Normal in J 941 on the basis that it was free 
from political domination. Despite the association's declaration, behind-the
scenes malevolent political interference compounded the usual adjustments of the 
war and post-war years. 

When Joe Farrar became president of the State Normal College on April l, 
1941, he was no stranger to Louisiana education or the Natchitoches institution. 
Born on December 8, 1892, near Spearsville, Louisiana, to Benjamin Franklin and 
Martha (Stokes) Farrar, Joe received his early schooling in Union Parish. Armed 
with a teaching certificate, he began teaching in 1910 but two years later decided 
to enter the State NormaJ School where he pursued the two-year curriculum. 
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After graduation. be resumed his teaching career except for one year as purchas
ing agenl and bookstore manager at Lbe State Normal and two years military ser
vice. He held several administrative positions including the principalship of Mor
gan City High School for six years and Haynesville High School for ten years. 1 To 
obtain these positions and move still further up the career ladder. he entered Loui
siana State University where he received the B.S. degree in education in 1922. Sev
eral years later he began graduate study at the University of fowa where he earned 
the M.A. degree in 1928 and then continued his studies at George Peabody College 
for Teachers which awarded him the Ph.D. degree in 1936.2 For six years, 1934 to 
1939, Joe Farrar served as professor of education and director of student teaching 
at Louisiana State University. Tn 1939 he was named president of John McNeese 
Junior College in Lake Charles and six months later, Director of Higher Educa
tion in the State Department of Education.3 With his extensive professional train
ing and varied teaching and administrative experience, Joe Farrar was well quali
fied to serve as the Norma l's eighth president. 

On March 3, 1941, the State Board of Education elected Joe Farrar president 
of the State Normal College. He was to proceed as soon as possible to Natchitoches 
where he would officially assume his duties at the Normal on April 1. The Normal 
faculty and students received him warmly when he pledged himself to the contin
ued advancement of the State Normal College in his first appearance before 
them.4 However, following the popular and successful A.A. Fredericks, Dr. Farrar 
could expect to encounter considerable opposition to his administration, but the 
deluge of criticism that engulfed him was overwhelming. Some of the controversy 
resulted from President Farrar's own modus operandi. Determined to raise the 
Normal's academic image and eliminate the debilitating involvement of Louisiana 
politics at the institution, be tersely announced his policies and then doggedly 
defended them. Witb no attempt to use diplomacy or compromise he met criticism 
head on and blunLly denounced the sources of it. When he identified a problem at 
the college, he confronted those responsible and expected them w rectify it. Enthu
siastic but also realistic in the early months of his administration, President Farrar 
wrote, "It has been a whale of a big job, but we are working at it and we have the 
feeling that sooner or later we will have here an institution in which the state can 
take considerable pride."5 A few months later, in a more dejected mood, he wrote, 

I Who's WhoinAmerica. 25 (1948-1949), 774;0tis R. Crew, "History of Northwestern State College" 
~typewriuen). 64. Cited hereafter as Crew, "Northwestern State College." 
Who's Who in America, 25 (I 948-1949). 774; The Current Sauce. March 27, 1941. 

3Crew, "Northwestern State College,"' 64; The Natchitoches Times. March 7. 1941; The Current 
Sauce, March 27, 1941. 
40/ficial Proceedings Qj the Slate Board of Education, March 3, 1941, Bulletin 449 (John E. Coxe, 
1941 ), 18; Crew, "Northwestern State CoUege," 64. 
5Joe Farrar to Lt. Col. R.F. Kennon, January 6, 1942, Joe Farrar Papers, University Archives, 
Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State University, Natchito
ches, Louisiana; cited hereafter as Farrar Papers, University Archives, A.O .. E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
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"I like it here in many ways but I believe I would be much more contented ifl could 
hide myself in some classroom. I am tired of administrative problems."6 Obviously 
the burdens of office were already resting heavily on his shoulders. 

Although Dr. Farrar's frankness and inability or refusal to compromise were the 
source of some of the criticism which swirled about bis administration, most of it 
originated blatantly in Louisiana politics. Since he was an appointee of the reform 
governer, Sam Houston Jones, and dedicated to removing academics from the 
realm of politics, Farrar became the favorite target of the pro-Long faction, expe
cially ex-president and still-Senator A.A. Fredericks. A classic Long versus anti
Long conflict was emerging to the detriment of the State Normal College. The 
barrage of criticism began in the fall of 1941 when Senator Fredericks accused 
President Farrar of not being interested in the education of the poor by discontinu
ing scholarships to worthy and needy students. He was referring to a com.muting 
student from Red River parish who had lost his bus scholarship. Dr. Farrar 
explained and defended the policy of the college scholarship committee which was 
to award working scholarships on the basis of need and worthiness and not where 
a student lived or bow he traveled to school. Furthermore, he pointed out, the stu
dent in question was receiving financial aid.7 

The war of words between Senator Fredericks and President Farrar was just 
heating up. In February 1942 the senator wrote Governor Jones offering to support 
his program to cut the cost of state government and thus reduce the burden of taxa
tion on the people of Louisiana. And, of course, Senator Fredericks took the oppor
tunity to point out to the governor Lhe excessive cost of maintaining the Normal 
College. He noted that it cost twice as much to educate a student at tbe Normal 
as it had when he was president. Senator Fredericks attributed this condition to a 
drop in enrollment of more than 30 percent and to the hiring of highly paid admin
istrators. especially the new dean of instruction whom be claimed had been fired 
from a Georgia state college for allegedly teaching racial equality.8 Dr. Farrar's 
response was immediate and bombastic. ''Postal Jaws and my church membership 
forbid such comments as I would Like to make about the recent letter of the Honor
able A.A. Fredericks," he wrote Governor Jones. The enrollment at the State Nor
mal had declined, be admitted, but this was an unfortunate phenomenon experi
enced by other American colleges. Furthermore, he explained that the Normal's 
enrollment drop was due partially to the loss of 349 NY A students whom he 
charged Fredericks had improperly listed as college students to obtain increased 
state appropriations. The NY A project was terminated by the federal government 

6Joe Farrar to Dr. P.M Bail, March 16, 1942, ibid. . 
7 Joseph E. Gibson to Joe Farrar, October 1, 1941. ibid.; Joe Farrar to Joseph E. Gibson, October 7. 
l941. ibid. 
SA.A. Fredericks to Sam Houston Jones, February 11, 1942, ibid.; Sam H. Jones to Joe Farrar, Febru-
ary 23. 1942. ibid. 
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on June 30, 1941. Continuing his defense, President Farrar denied that it cost 
twice as much to educate students at the Normal as il did in the earljer Fredericks 
years, but he did point out that the operation of the physical plant and employment 
of the faculty, all tenured, were fixed expenses which he had inherited and that the 
cost of hems purchased for the college had risen 35 percent. With some pride, he 
noted that the next year's college budget recommended a 12.5 percent salary 
increase for all employees, yet the requested sum for personal services was less 
than that of Mr. Fredericks's last year. Finally he def ended his appointments 
including the new dean of instruction, Dr. M.S. Pittman, whom he described as 
"an outstanding scholar and gentleman of the highest order." Ending his letter to 
Governor Jones as he had begun iton a note of anger and frustration, he exclaimed, 
" lam getting pretty tired of his [Fredericks's] tactics and of his inability to tell the 
truth. I believe l can defend my conduct as the president of the Louisiana State 
Normal College before any fair tribunal of intelligent gentlemen. I don't propose 
to defend it to A.A. Fredericks and his tribe.''9 

President Farrar never defended his administration of the State Normal to Sen
ator Fredericks, but he found himself constantly in the role of defending it from the 
attacks of A.A. Fredericks. In May 1942 Senator Fredericks repeated his criti
cisms of the Normal administration, especially the declining enrollment and 
excessive cost of operating the college, on the floor of the State Senate. To these 
he added a charge that the Normal building program had come to a complete halt 
during bis successor's administration. Again President Farrar went into a detailed 
explanation of the student loss and cost of operating the college. To the senator's 
charge that his administration had not built "even a chicken coop,'' lhe Normal 
president admitted that it was true, "but we did get rid of a man who was drawing 
$75.00 per month for tending to less than 200 chickens on the campus." He also 
noted that three dormitories and the Dining Hall had been completely repaired out 
of the regular budget. With a sense of accomplishment, he declared that only $432 
thousand of lhe $772 thousand appropriation for 1941-L942 had been spent and 
that the State Normal was the only institution of higher education in the state 
requesting a budget decrease for the next biennium.10 

When the fall elections of 1942 approached, the Long and anti-Long comba· 
tants went into high gear and again President Farrar was in the midst of the fray. 
In August he wrote Walter W. TeekeH, a member of the State Board of Education, 
that he was "gelling a great deal of free publicity in Natchitoches this weekend. 
The Long-Cawthorne-Boucher-Webb-Fredericks gang is in town and I am the 
principal object of their attack in their circulars which were distributed yester
day. "11 In the circular which Dr. Farrar referred to, Senator Fredericks declared, 
"Yes, I would consider it a distinct honor to be head of the Nonna] College. And 

9 Joe Farrar lo Sam Houston Jones, February 25, 1952. ibid. 
IOJoe Farrar to Grove Stafford, May 29, 1942, ibid. 
11 Joe Farrar to Walter W. Tcekell, August 15, 1942, ibid. 
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if I should, I wish to assure everyone concerned that the poor boys and girls will be 
again given an opportunity to attend the Normal College; that the College Bus sys
tem will be re-estabHshed and that money appropriated by the State Legislature 
will be spent for and by the Normal College and not sent back to Baton Rouge to 
be spent at other institutions. " 12 President Farrar brought one of the circulars to 
a State Board meeting hoping that the board would answer "the deliberate false
hoods of this gang of SKUNKS."13 The Fredericks circular was followed a few 
weeks later by charges that the Natchitoches area had lost the 1942 army maneu
vers because of the Normal president's unwillingness to cooperate with the mili
tary. In his defense, Dr. Farrar secured a letter from Walter Krueger, command
ing general of the Third Army, slating that the decision to locate the maneuvers 
in another area was made for tactical and logistical reasons and "not because of 
any lack of cooperation by the citizens of Natchitoches or the authorities of the 
State Normal College." President Farrar published the general's letter "for the 
benefit oftbosewbo would like to know the truth."14 Still the criticisms of the Nor· 
mal president continued until they frnally reached Superintendent of Education 
John E. Coxe through Senator Lloyd L. Hendrick of Shreveport in September 
1942. Superintendent Coxe defended Dr. Farrar, and the Normal president invit
ed Senator Hendrick to visit the college where "the records concerning enrollment 
and expenditure ... will be made available for your inspection."15 

The significant drop in the State Normal's enrollment could, perhaps, be 
explained, but it could nol be denied. The immediate cause of the loss of students 
was World War 11, but the long-range reason was the fact that the institution was 
still a lmost exclusively a teachers' college while young people were interested in 
entering newer fields of technology, science, and business. Simply, the Normal had 
not changed rapidly enough to meet shifting student interests and the demands of 
modem society. Surely Dr. Farrar realized the perilous plight of the institution by 
1943. Once again in the political campaign of that year, the declining Normal 
enrollment became an issue. It was charged that the State Normal had lost more 
students than either Southwestern Louisiana Institute or Louisiana Polytechnic 
Institute. President Farrar admitted that the criticism was probably true, but he 

12"Senator Fredericks Replies To Unsigned Yellow Sheet Which Was Issued by John 0 . Williams and 
Sam Jones' Puppets," n.d., Albert A. Fredericks Papers, Uncatalogued collection of Frcdericks's per· 
sonal papers, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern State Universi
ty, Natchitoches. Louisiana. 
11 Joe Farrar to Walter W. Teekcll, August 15, 1942, Farrar Papers, University Archives, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L. N.S.U. 
14Joe Farrar to General Walter Kreuger (sic] ,Septembcr 5, 1942, ibid; Walter Krueger to Joe Farrar, 
September 12, 1942, ibid. 
l5Uoyd L Hendrick to John E. Coxe. September 5, 1942. ibid; John E. Coxe to Lloyd L. Hendrick. 
September 14, 1942, ibid.; John E. Coxe to Joe Farrar, September 16, 1942, ibid.; Joe Farrar to Lloyd 
L. Hendrick, September 21, 1942, ibid. 
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also emphasized that the State Normal had no engineering program and no jjberal 
arts majors in the fields of mathematics, physics, and chemistry. Because the army 
and navy needed people in these technical areas, students were given deferments 
to complete their studies. Teachers were not given deferments and 95 percent of 
the Normal's students were in teacher training. Furthermore, high school gradu
ates and college students realized that they could obtain higher salaries in industry 
and military services with less education than they could as teachers after four 
years of college preparation. l6 

The Normal's enrollment problems were, as Dr. Farrar pointed out, typical of 
teachers' colleges in general. A survey of twenty-eight Southern teachers' colleges 
taken in 1943 showed that their enrollments had declined from a low of 24 percent 
to a high of 74 percent between October I, 1941, and October I, 1943. The Nor
mal's loss of 52 percent of its students, from 1, 190 to 574, placed the institution in 
eighth place in retaining students. 17 Nor were the Southern teachers' colleges the 
only teacher-training institutions affected by the war. The U.S. Office of Educa
tion of the Federal Security Agency also took an enrollment survey in 1943. The 
federal survey showed that the 1943 enrollments for all institutions of higher edu
cation in the nation were more than 25 percent below the l940 peak. For teachers' 
colleges the decjjne was greater. "The decrease is particularly heavy in teachers' 
colleges and normal schools; their present enrollment comes to only about 40 per
cent of the number preparing for a teaching career in 1939-40." Furthermore, the 
report concluded that compared to the previous year's enrollment, teachers' col
leges and normal schools had lost l 4. 7 percent of their students while other univer
sities, colleges, and professional schools showed a decline of only 4.6 percent.18 As 
both surveys indicate, the enrollment problems of the Louisiana State Normal 
College, despite the political charges, were caused by World War TI and the insti
tutjon's almost exclusive emphasis on teacher training and not by mismanagement 
or poor administration. Unfortunately, politics served only lo hide the facts, and, 
perhaps, delay a rapid diversification of offerings wnich would have made the Nor
mal a leader in post-war Louisiana education. Also politics diverted attention from 
a number of accomplishments of the Farrar administration between 1941 and 
1947. 

Dr. Farrar's first accomplisnment as president of the State Normal was getting 
the institution re-accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Second
ary Schools and other academic organizations which had dropped the college from 
their accredited lists during the Fredericks administration. ln October 1941 a 
Southern Association committee composed of M.C. Huntley, executive secretary, 
S.H. Whitley, president, and W .J. McConnell visited the Normal College to inves-

l6Joe Farrar, [Louisiana State Normal College Enrollment], n.d. , ibid. 
17tbid. 
l8Qffice of War Information, Federal Security Agency, November 26, 1943, ibid_ 
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tigate the institution. Their report, prepared by McConnell, was thorough and 
very favorable to the Normal in all but a few details. In particular, it described Dr. 
Farrar as "capable of leadership in the right direction and possessed of all the cour
age and tact necessary to that leadership." The report also approved President 
Farrar's plan to reorganize the administrative staff by creating three new posi
tions: a director of instruction, a director of student welfare, and a business manag
er. The only fear expressed by the committee was that the Board of Education 
might not give the president and his staff the freedom to develop the college as an 
educational institution or that the governor or other political figures or agencies 
might interfere with the Normal's operations. 19 Feeling that the Southern Associ
ation would request a statement from the State Board concerning its policy toward 
the institutions under its control, President Farrar recommended to Frank A. God
chaux, president of the board, that he issue a statement along the following lines: 

It is the policy of the Louisiana State Board of Education to give the presi
dents of the state colleges under its control considerable freedom in the selec
tion of their faculty and staff and to protect them at any and all times against 
political interference of any nature. 20 

Obviously, the assurance was effective, for in early December 1941 the State 
Normal was re-admjtted to membership in the Southern Association, a move 
which Dr. Farrar declared "brought a great deal of genuine joy to the people on 
this campus and to the alumni and friends of this institution throughout the 
state."21 Both The Current Sauce and The Natchitoches Times declared that the 
re-admittance of the State Normal into the Southern Association assured Normal 
graduates that their credits would be fully recognized by all the leading colleges 
in the nation.22 Ln answer to an inquiry, Dr. Farrar reported in December 1942 
that the college was accredited not only by the Southern Association but also by 
the American Association of Teachers' Colleges, The American Association of 
University Professors and the American Medical Association. The Normal was 
still in the process of applying for accreditation by the American Association of 
University Women.23 

At the same time the administration was working for accreditation, a movement 
began to change the name of the State Normal. The Current Sauce in an editorial 
in November 1941 supported the name change for two reasons. First, the student 
newspaper pointed out, the college was no longer a normal school since that label 
generally indicated two-year course offerings, and, secondly, there was another 

19w .J. McConnell, "Report of Survey of Louisiana State Normal College," ibid. 
2°Farrar to Frank A. Godchaux, October 25. 1941. ibid. 
21 M.C. Huntley to Joe Farrar, January 9, 1942. ibid.; Joe Farrar to M.C. Huntley, January 13, 1942, 
ibid. 
22The Current Sauce, December 11, 1941: The Natchitoches Times. December 12. 1941. 
23 Joe Farrar to Joe Gibson, November 21, 1942. Farrar Papers, University Archives. A.D .. 
E .P.W.M .L., N .S.U. 
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Louisiana Normal, one for Negroes at Grambling. "Frequently those who are 
careless (or vindictive) confuse the two schools," the newspaper declared.24 A bill 
to change the name of t he State Normal to Louisiana State College was defeated 
in the House of Representatives by a vote of fifty-five to twenty-seven in June 
1942. 25 One of the reasons for its failure may have been that the proposal was not 
presented to the State Board of Education before it was introduced in the legisla
ture. At least one board member, Rufus C. H arris, president of Tulane University, 
expressed the opinion that the board members would not have approved the name 
change if it had been presented to them. 26 

Two years passed before supporters of the Normal again proposed changing the 
name of the institution. This time the campaign was well orchestrated and had 
widespread support among the facu lty, students, and alumni of the college as well 
as the local community. On May I, 1944, the Normal facul ty approved unani
mously the proposal of a college planning committee headed by John S. Kyser, 

24The Current Sauce. November 6, 1941. 
25The Natchitoches Times. June 5, 1942. 
26Rufus C. Harris to Joe Farrar, May 20. 1942, Farrar Papers, University Archives, A.D .. 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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head of the Department of Social Sciences, to seek a legal change in the name of 
the institution to Northwestern State College of Louisiana.27 Four days later a 
committee representing the college and city of Natchitoches, headed by Dr. Kyser, 
appeared before the Board of Education to request that it approve the name 
change. Dr. Kyser, spokesman for the group, argued that the Normal's name was 
no longer descriptive of its work. Noting that all institutions under the State 
Board, as well as many others, offered teacher training, Dr. Kyser declared that 
the State Normal was left "with a distinctive name but no individual job." He also 
pointed out that the word "normal" de-emphasized the college's other programs, 
represented in the public's mind exclusively a teachers' college, and often referred 
to a two-year institution and not to a four-year degree-granting colJege. Further
more, he stated, potential male students often thought of the college as a "girls" 
school because of its name. Explaining the choice of the name "Northwestern 
State College of Louisiana," Dr. Kyser emphasized that since the name was simi
lar to those of other Louisiana institutions, the college would have no unfair advan
tage over sister inslitulions nor undue opposition from them. Like the other institu 
tions under the State Board, it would become a ''general and regional" college. He 
concluded bis remarks by noting that since three other Louisiana colleges for white 
students had changed their names, the Norma l's request was not unique and that 
it had the unified support of the faculty, alumni board, town and civic organiza
tions, director of higher education, and friends of the college.28 

The presentation before the State Board of Education was quickly followed by 
a letter lo all Normal alumni repeating the arguments for the name change and 
asking them to contact their legislators to urge them to vote for the proposai.29 In 
May 1944 Senator A.A. Fredericks introduced Senate Bill No. 64 in the form of 
a constitutional amendment to change the name of the State Normal to North
western State College of Louisiana. The Senate unanimously approved the bill by 
a vote of thirty-seven to zero and two weeks later the House of Representatives 
passed the bill seventy-one to four. 30 Since it was a constitutional amendment, Act 
326 had to be submitted to the voters for their approval in the November elections. 
To win its popular acceptance, the College Planning Committee began an inten
sive campaign through the use of radio broadcasts, news stories and editorials in 
daily and weekly newspapers, letters to alumni, and contacts with civic and frater
nal organizations throughout the state. In October. in a mock election, the student 

27Tbe Planning Commiuee For the General Faculty to the Normal College Alumni, May 11, 1944, 

ibid. 
280/ficial Proceedings of State Board of Education. May 6, 1944. Bulletin 531 (John E. Coxe, 1944), 
3-S. 
29nie Planning Committee For the General Faculty to the Normal College Alumni, May 11. 1944, 
Farrar Papers, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
30rhe Na11:hiux:hes Times. May 26, 1944, June 2, I 944, June 16. 1944; The C11rren1 Sauce. May 20, 
1944. 
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body voted unanimously for amendment # 16, and organized forty-four parish 
clubs to work for its approval throughout the state.31 Success came on November 
7, 1944, when the people of Loufaiana approved amendment# 16 by a substantial 
majority. Following the required waiting period and Governor Jimmie H. Davis's 
proclamation, the Louisiana State Normal College officially became Northwest
ern State College of Louisiana on December IO, 1944.32 

Excitedly, the Normal students declared the name change effective immediate
ly on November 7, but it wasn't until December 9, 1944, that the Current Sauce 
proclaimed in headlines: 

COLLEGE WILL BECOME NORTHWESTERN STATE TOMORROW 
Today Marks Last Day in Life of Louisiana State Normal College 

as Amendment No. 16 Becomes Effective 

Two-Year 'Normal' Tag is Removed from Title of Institution by Name Change 

The newspaper also noted that the institution began its existence under its new 
name with 10,735 graduates of whom 3,551 had earned bachelor's degrees.33 The 
college celebrated its new name at a special assembly presided over by Dr. Kyser 
and by the adoption of a new seal containing the pelican and scales insignia of the 
State of Louisiana in the center, the motto "Union, Justice, Confidence" at the 
lop, and the words Northwestern State College and Natchitoches, Louisiana, 1n 
the outer circle. 34 

Within a year after the renaming of the college, new curricula were added to 
Northwestern's offerings and a new administrative structure was adopted. In May 
1945 the State Board of Education approved the college's request to offer courses 
in pilot training and collegiate nursing. Al the same time the board approved Presi
dent Farrar's plan to organize Northwestern State CoJJege into three schools: Edu
cation, Arts and Sciences, and Applied Arts and Sciences.35 The functions of the 
three schools were the training of teachers, the offering of a liberal or general edu
cation, and the presenting of vocational education, especially agriculture, busi
ness, and home economics. To involve the faculty in the reorganization, President 

~~ The Natchitoches Times. October 13, 1944; The Current Sauce. Oct0ber 7. 1944, October 14, J 944. 
The Natchitoches Times. December 8, 1944; The Current Sauce, November 11 1944 December 

9 1944. ' ' 
33The Current Sauce. December 9, 1944. 
34The Natchitoches Times. November 17, 1944; The Current Sa11ce, February 3, I 945. The old seal 
of the Slate Normal College pictured a child standing at the side of a woman teacher with the inscrip
tion "Educatio A?ul~$centis est ci~itatis Salus" (Education of Youth Is the Safety of the State) in the 
~~nter . !he wording tn the outer ring was State Normal College. Natchitoches, Louisiana, 1885. 

Offic1al Proceedings of State Board of Education. May 8, 1945 Bulletin 581 (John E. Coxe 1945) 
29-30. ' ' ' 
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Farrar bad allowed them to vote on the plan and name the threeschools.36 The col
lege catalog for I 945-1946 arranged the curricula and courses of instruction for 
the first time under the three schools. In the fa)] of 1946 Clarence E. Dugdale was 
named Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences and John B. Robson, Dean of the 
School ofEduca tion. No one was appointed dean of the School of Applied Arts and 
Sciences at that time.37 Other new curricula added to NSU's offerings in 1945 
included industrial arts, Latin and German languages, medical technology, and 
journalism.38 

In addition to developing curricula for civilian students, the college also partici
pated in several naval programs during President Farrar's administration, thus 
bringing onto the campus large groups of naval personnel. Before the entrance of 
the United States into World War II, Lhe State Normal had been offering a pilot 
training course consisting of seventy-two hours of ground school and thirty-five to 

Naval Flight Class 

36The Currem Sauce, February 17, 1945, February 24, 1945. 
37 NorthwesterrrState College Q11arterly. Catalogue Issue. 1945-/946. XXXV (April 1946), 44-139: 
The Natchitoches Times, November 29, 1946; The Alumni Columns. VI (February 1947), 6. 
38The Curre/11 Sauce, December 15, 1945. Although the college obtained new curricula. it discontin
ued all extension work as directed by the State Board of Education in ilS meeting on March 3, 194 t. 
Official Proceedings of State Board of Education. March 3, 1941 , Bulletin 449 '(John E. Coxe, 1941 ), 
7. President Farrar also planned to add an engineering school to the college's offerings. C11rre111 Sa11ce. 
February 9, I 946. 

203 



Northwestern State University 

fifty hours of nying under the direction of the Civil Aeronautics Autbority.39 
Within a_year after America's involvement in the global conflict, practically every 
able-bodied young man on the Normal campus bad entered military service. To 
counter the decrease in enrollment and to be of service to the military effort, Presi
dent Farrar ~ffered th~ f~cilities of the State Normal to the War and Navy depart
ments as a site for traming programs. He estimated that the college could house 
an Army or Navy unit of from six hundred to eight hundred men or women.40 On 
December 8, 1942, after an on-site inspection by naval authorities, Dr. Farrar con
firmed that his faculty administrative council had agreed to make ''A" and "B" 
dormitories, Caspari Hall, and the Boys' Brick Shack, altogether housing some six 
hundred men, available for a proposed naval unit.41 The Navy Department accept
ed the Normal president's invitalion to establish a training unit on campus and in 
December 1942 Dr. Farrar sought the State Board's approval of the arrangement. 
He explained that beginning on January 7, l 943, the State Normal would house, 
feed, and_ teach approximately six hundred naval cadets with the Navy Depart
ment paymg all the costs of the program. He estimated that the Naval presence at 
the Normal would save the State of Louisiana at least $125 thousand a year. Dr. 
Rufus Harris commended President Farrar for his fine work in obtaining the naval 
unit and the board unanimously approved the arrangement.42 The State Normal 
was one of only twenty colleges throughout the nation and one of only two in the 

~out_h t~ house a u_nit of the Naval Flight Preparatory School. For his diligent work 
1~ bringing the unit to campus, President Farrar received the heartfelt congratula
tions of a number of people including Governor Sam H. Jones, Superintendent of 
Education John E. Coxe, and the Rotary Club of Natchitoches.43 

Most of the men participating in the Naval Flight Preparatory School at the 
State Normal were sailors, marines, and coast guardsmen with actual combat ser
vice but limited formal education. Many had only eight years schooling while only 
a few had any hlgh school education. They enrolled in classes in mathematics 
physics, navigation, principles of flight, aerology, aircraft engines and commuoi~ 
cations which were taught by regular faculty members but werese~arate from the 
Norma l's regular offerings. The Navy provided texts, syllabi, visual aids, uniform 

39
1Thc Normal Quarterly of the State Normal College]. Announcements For the Fifty-Sixth Year of 

the lcuisiana State Normal College. Catalog, /()40. Roster of Students and Graduares For Year 
1939, XXIX (April 1940), 42. 
40

Joe Farrar to Congressman Leonard Allen, November 27. 1942, Farrar Papers, University Archives 
A.D .• E.P. W.M.L. , N.S.U. ' :~Joe F?rrar to Co?1rnandcr J.C. Webb, U.S.N .R., December 8, 1942, ibid. 

Offic,a/ Proceedings of Stare Board of Education, December 16 J 942 Bulletin 498 (John " Coxe 
1942) 4. ' ' C , • 

43 ' 
John E. Coxe to Joe Farrar, December 19, 1942, Farrar Papers, Universty Archives, A.D., 

E.P.~:M.L., N.S.U.; Sam H. Jones toJoeFarrar,January I 9, 1943, ibid.: [Resolution), Rotary Club, 
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tests and examinations, and record cards and established a vigorous program of 
physical training.44 Upon completion of their first solo night, the Navy trainees 
were thrown in Chaplin's Lake by their buddies and later presented their wings al 
an official ceremony on campus. In April 1943 the first class ofcadets at the State 
Normal graduated.45 

Considering that approximately six hundred navy men were almost continuous
ly stationed from January l 943 to December 1944 on a campus where 90 percent 
of the student body were women there were surprisingly few serious problems or 
disruptions. The seamen bad the use of campus facilities including the natatorium 
and attended college dances on Saturday nights. Although most resided in campus 
residences, some married sailors lived in town. President Farrar praised the gener
al conduct of the men, but at the same time complained to Lt. Commander F.H. 
Mitchell, the local commanding officer, about a number of minor problems and 
aggravations. The navy boys were, at least in Dr. Farrar's opinion, excessively 
noisy going to and from town on Saturday nights, their free night, between 11 p.m. 
and 2 a.m. He asked that they refrain from loud talking, singing, whistling, and 
yelling so that others, including himself, could sleep.46 A few months later, Dr. 
Farrar reported that "certain women" were attending the college dances who were 
neither sailors' wives nor Normal students. To eliminate the undesirable women, 
he instituted a procedure whereby the seamen's wives had to register with the col
lege hostess and furnfah her "with sufficient evidence of marriage'' before partici
pating in a college social activity.41 In June l 943 President Farrar notified Lt. 
Commander Mitchell of faculty complaints concerning the ''vile and vulgar" lan
guage which could be heard by persons in the Fine Arts building as the sailors 
walked from Caspari Hall to the natatorium.48 He also threatened to prohibit the 
seamen's wives from coming on campus after eight p.m. to meet their husbands, 
since the "super-affectionate" married navy couples strolled lhe campus arm-in
arm and were giving the institution a bad name when some people mistook them 
for Normal students.49 

Lt. Commander F. H. Mitchell attempted to cooperate with the college officials 
in every way possible to eliminate the petty problems caused by the presence of the 
seamen. In June 1943 he issued orders that guests of all aviation cadets and air
plane trainees would have to secure temporary passes from the officer of the day 

44Joe Farrar to Senator Allen J. Ellender, November 8, 1943, ibid.; Scope of Courses, Naval Aight 
Preparatory School Curriculum, November 26, 1942, ibid.; The Natchitoches Times. December 18, 
1942; "Normal's Navy," The Nonna/ Alumni Columns, Ill (November 1943), 6, 
45The Natchitoches Times, March 19, 1943, April 16, 1943. 
46 Joe Farrar to The Chief of Naval Personnel, September 27. 1943, Farrar Papers, University 
Archives. A .D., E.P. W.M.L., N.S.U.;Joe Farrar to LL Commander Mitchell, February I 9, 1943, ibid. 
47 Joe Farrar to Commander F.H. Mitchell, April 30, 1943, ibid. 
48 Joe Farrar to Commander Mitchell, June 8. 1943, ibid. 
49Ibid. 
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Naval Cadels 

or executive officer to enter the station (Normal campus).50 This would prevent 
the entrance of unauthorized persons on campus. The following month, after 
re·ceiving a request from President Farrar, he issued an order that the naval per
sonnel were not to litter the grounds with trash. If they persisted, Commander 
Mitchell threatened to ''temporarily secure the sale of ice cream, etc."51 The 
Naval commander, on the other hand, asked President Farrar to control the speed 
of automobiles on campus "since men in formation" were limited "as far as dodg
ing traffic, jumping whiJe at attention, etc. is concerned. " 52 

Although he requested at one time that the Navy Department replace the enJist
ed personnel with cadets at the Normal ''because of many unpleasant and undesir
able problems on the campus and in the local community," President Farrar was 
very upset when he heard rumors in November 1943 that the Navy Flight P repara
tory School would be discontinued at the Normal. He was especially concerned 
with the over-staffing problem the loss of the school would create. 53 Although that 

50Regimenta1 Notice no. 84, Subject: Guests, June 15, 1943, ibid. 
51

Regimenta1 Notice, no. 90, Subject: lee Cream Cups, waste paper, etc., July 9, 1943, ibid. 52F.H. Mitchell to Joe Farrar, July 27, 1943, ibid. 
53 

Joe Farrar to the Chief of Naval Personnel. September 27, 1943, ibid.; Joe Farrar to Senator Allen 
J. Elle.nder, November 8. 1943, ibid. 
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rumor was false, the Navy Department did decide to discontinue the Naval Flight 
Preparatory School program in its entirety the next year. The Normal president 
was notified that the last flight class would leave the Normal on or before Novem
ber 16, 1944. 54 

The toss of the Naval Flight Preparatory School was not as detrimental to the 
Normal as it could have been, because the college secured a second naval program, 
a Navy V-5 Academic Refresher Unjt in July 1944.55 Only eight colleges were 
selected to house V-5 Refresher units. Although smaller in number than the Pre· 
paratory Flight School, the Refresher unit was composed of men ranging from 
eighteen to twenty-six who had seen active service. T hey were all at least high 
school graduates and some had as much as two or three years college. Since the 
purpose of the program was to prepare the men to become officers in the Unjted 
States Naval Reserve, the V-S refreshers pursued courses in English, mathemat
ics, physics, history, and naval organization as well as strenuous physical training. 
Instruction was given by twenty-one civilians and five Navy officers in classes sep
arate from those of regularly-enrolled students. Upon the basis of testing the 
cadets were trained for either eight, sixteen, or twenty-four weeks. Every eight 
weeks a new contingent arrived. Unlike the Flight Preparatory School trainees, 
the men received college credit for their work and were permitted to engage in 
campus activities including athletics, music and drama productions, and debating 
as well as weekly dances at the Student Center on Saturday nights.56 T he Navy 
Academic Refresher unit continued until December 1945 when il was disbanded 
on college campuses after the surrender of Japan.57 

By December 1945 when the last navy boys left Northwestern State College, 
over two thousand men, including 779 in the V-5 Refresher Unit, had been trained 
on the college campus. In thanking President Farrar for his cooperation and hospi
taljty, Lt. Richard B. Davis, commander of the Refresher unit, succinctly summa
rized the naval cadets on the Northwestern campus. 

Every state, every economic level, education ranging from 8 grades (in the 
NFPS) to three years of college, was represented among them. They came 
straight from school or after as much as nine years in the Navy. They were 
taught in your classrooms and gymnasiums, they slept in your dormitories, 
they courted (and sometimes married) your women students. They left here 

54Rear Admiral L.E. Denfeld to Joe Farrar, April 5, 1944, ibid. 
ssrhe Current Sauce, JuJy 1, 1944. September 16. 1944. 
S6Northwestern Srate College Quarrerly. Catalogue Issue. /944-1945. XXXlV (April 1945), 23-24; 
The Current Sauce, July I, 1944. . . 
57Rear Admiral William M. Fecbteler to Joe Farrar. September 17, 1945, Uncatalogued Pres1dent1al 
Papers.July 1. 1945-June 30, 1946, Uni~ersi!Y Archiv~, Archives Di_v(sion, E~gene P. Watson Memo
rial Library, Northwestern State University. Natchitoches, Louisiana; cited hereafter as A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; The Current Sauce. December 15, 1945. 
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well equipped to carry on the next stage of their training. ss 
One of the reasons President Farrar wanted to obtain the naval units was to uti

lize the college's vast physical plant. The declining enrollment, coupled with fixed 
expenses of maintaining the physical facilities, increased the cost per student at the 
institution. During the war years there was no major building construction at the 
college and none was needed. President Farrar did manage to renovate and repair 
extensively several older structures despite the war emergency. In 1941 dormito
ries "A" and "B," the Dining Hall, and the Boys' Shack were completely renovat
ed with tiled baths added to the dormitories and cooling systems installed in the 
two girls' dormitories. Other buildings were painted and repaired, a concrete 
driveway laid in front of Varnado Hall, and four concrete lighted tennis courts con
structed. President Farrar emphasized that alt these improvements had been 
financed from the college's regular maintenance and operation budget and not 
from special appropriations.59 

In his budget request for the 1944- 1946 biennium, President Farrar did ask for 
a ca pita I outlay a ppropria lion of $3 7 5 thousand for the erection of a home econom
ics building, a girl's dormitory, and a dairy. He pointed out that home economics 
was taught in cramped quarters in two buildings which proved unsatisfactory 
especialJy in light of expected growth in the curriculum at the war's end. In justify
ing the request for a girls' dormitory, the Normal president explained that Natchi
toches was not a large enough town to house many students off-campus and that 
bus service to the college was not feasible in the sparsely settled area served by the 
college. He noted that campus facilities could house approximately five hundred 
girls but that in peacetime room requests could exceed eight hundred. The thirty
year-old dairy was poorly located, in a dilapidated condition, and not sufficient for 
planned expansion of the post-war agricultural program.60 The State Normal 
received no capital outlay funds in its 1944-1945 and 1945-1946 budgets, so once 
again onJy repair and renovation work was done on existing buildings.61 Undaunt
ed by his failure to obtain building appropriations. President Farrar announced 
plans for a building and improvement program totalling more than $2.5 million in 
the fall of I 945. He proposed the construction of a dairy, home economics building, 
two women's dormitories, a social science and business building, and two men's 

58Richard B. Davis to Joe Farrar, January 2, 1946. Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, July I. 1945-
June 30, 1946, University Archives, A.D .. E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. The only other war-related program 
the State Normal College engaged in was a Farm Labor Training School begun in April 1943. Offiria/ 
Proceedings of Staie Board of Education, April 5. 1943, Bulletin 502 (John E. Coxe, 1943), 71 • 74; 
S.M. Jackson to Joe Farrar, April 9, 1943. Farrar Papers, University Archives, A.D .• E.P.W.M.I •. , 
N.S.U. 
590/flcial Proceedings of S1ate Board of Education. May 5-6, 1941, Bulletin 453 (John E. Coxe, 
1941), 4-5; Joe Farrar. "Louisiana State Normal College," [1942], Farrar Papers. University 
Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
600fflcial Proceedings of State Board of Educa1ion. January 11. 1944, Bulletin 526 (John E. Coxe, 
1944), 36, 46; Joe Farrar to C. Carter Brown, February I, l944, Farrar Papers, University Archive.~. 
A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
61 Official Pruceedings of S1ate Board of Educallon, August I. 1944, Bulletin 536 (John E. Coxe. 
1944), 38; ibid .• May 8, 1945, Bulletin 581 (John E. Coxe, 1945), 11 ; ibid., July 6, 1945, Bulletin 583 
(John E. Coxe, 1945), 33. 
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dormitories as well as the expansion and renovation of existing campus struc
tures.62 Des9ite his announcement, the 1946-1947 budget included only twenty
three hundred dollars in the land and structure category and $62,950 for major 
repairs.63 

President Farrar never attained his building goals at Northwestern State Col
lege. In November l 946 he suffered a serious heart attack which hospitalized him 
at Schumpert Sanitarium in Shreveport for three weeks. After his release be went 
to Jackson, Mississippi, for a few week's rest with his wife's family. At the time he 
planned to resume his presidential duties during the latter part of January.64 On 
November 21, I 946, because of the emergency caused by Dr. Farrar's iJlness, 
Superintendent of Education John E. Coxe requested the State Board approve his 
recommendation of Professor A.C. Maddox as acting president. The State Board 
members agreed to the appointment of Mr. Maddox and later, on January 10, 
194 7, ratified their action in a regular meeting.65 When President Farrar had still 
not returned to his duties by March, the State Board appointed a committee to visit 
him to discuss the stale of his health and the possibility of his returning to the presi
dency of NSC. Less than a month later, on April I 0, 1947, Dr. Farrar appeared 
before the board to present his resignation orally. The State Board accepted his 
resignation effective January I, 1948, and granted him a leave of absence with full 
pay from July I, I 947, through December 31, 1947. A second resolution adopted 
appointed a three-person committee to draft an appropriate resolution thanking 
Joe Farrar for his more than thirty years of educational service to the state includ
ing six years as president of Northwestern State College. All members present vot
ed for both resolutions except Robert H. Curry of Haynesville who requested that 
he be recorded as not voting.66 At the next board meeting, May 19, 1947, Mr. Cur
ry moved lhat Joseph E. Gibson be elected president of Northwestern State Col
lege effective July I, 1947. Mr. Gibson's appointment received the unanimous 
approval of the State Board.67 

Joe Farrar, considering thattbe World War JI years paralleled most of bis presi
dency, served the college very well. The declining enrollment and absence of new 
construction on the campus were directly attributable to the war and not to bis 
administration of the institution. Most of his work was in the realm of strenghthen
ing academics. He worked diligently for the college's re-accreditation by the 
Southern Association and he planned the first administrative reorganization. New 

62Tht Na1chitoches Times, November 2. 1945; Crew. "Northwestern State College," 68. 
630fflcial Proceedings of State Board of Education, May 19, 1947, Bulletin 626 (John E. Coxe, 1947), 
24. 
64The Curren! Sauce, December 7, 1946; The Natchitoches Times, December 6. 1946. 
6SOf/i<'fa/ Proceedings of Stale Board of Education, January 10, 1947, Bulletin 622 (John E. Coxe, 
1947), 22. 
66Jbid., March 17-18, 1947, Bulletin 624 {John E. Coxe, 1947). 16; ibid., April I 0. 1947. Bulletin 625 
iJohn E. Coxe, 1947), 7-8. 
7Ibid., May 19. 1947 . .Bulletin 626 (John E. Coxe. 1947), 1-2. The Ct1rren1 Sauce announced Lheres· 

ignation of President Farrar April 12, 1947, but not with much coverage. The Currell/ Sauce. April 12, 
1947. 
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academic curricula were added to the institution's offerings and a new name 
bestowed upon it during his years. Only in popularity, perhaps, did Joe Farrar fal
ter. His relations with the students and townspeople were not as cordial as they 
might have been. His reserve was undoubtedly due partially to his own personality, 
but also to the political attacks that were targeted against him. His successor 
would be more popular,but would also resent the political interference be found at 
the college. 68 

A.C. Maddox, head of NSC's Mathematics Department, served as acting presi
dent of the college from November 21. 1946 to July 1. 1947. except for a short time 
when President Farrar resumed partial responsibility. Maddox's appointment fol
lowed his participation in circulating a letter or petition resulting from a general 
faculty meeting in October 1946. The letter conveyed to Dr. Farrar. who was then 
ill, the support of the signers and decried political criticism of the college and the 
involvement of the townspeople in campus affairs. The Current Sauce, in two edi
torials, disapproved of the petition's circulation among the faculty for three rea
sons: first, a teacher's position should depend upon his ability to teach and not upon 
his political alignment; second, the petition represented a form of "subtle intimida
tion": and third, it split the college faculty into two opposing groups. The college 
newspaper also expressed an opinion that, contrary to the petition's declaration, 
the local people should express an interest in the college's affairs.69 The Natchito
ches Enterprise also criticized the circulation of the petilion.7° By March 1947 
Acting President Maddox was asking for the faculty's sympathy "in the next few 
weeks in what he termed an emergency at the local college."71 In the meantime, 
he directed the ordinary operations of NSC and even petitioned the State Board 
of Education, in the college's name, for exclusive authorization to offer a master's 
degree for teachers. The State Board decided to delay any action untiJ it could 
study the request further. 72 After the resignation of President Farrar on April 10, 
l947, the anxiety at the college and in Natchitoches, if possible, increased in antic
ipation of who would be appointed his successor. The Natchitoches Times. in an 
editorial, "The $59,000 Question" by Charles Cunningham. stated that the news
paper had "stood aloof from the cabals for or against President Farrar" and 

68 After leaving Northwestern State College, Joe Farrar joined the administration of Delta State Col
lege in Cleveland, Missfasippi, on July I, 1947 as Dean of the Faculty. He served in that position ten 
years and later taught in the college's Department of Education until his rotiremcntin 1962. Dr. Farrar 
died of a heart attack at Oschner's Clinic in New Orleans on August I, 1965, at age 72 and was buried 
in Baton Rouge. Jack Winston Gunn and Gladys C. Castle, A Pictorial History of Delta State Univer
sity (Jackson. Mississippi, 1980), 69: Delta State Alumni News, 2 (September 1965). I. 
69The Current Sauce, November 16, 1946, November 23, 1946. 
70News release. The Natchitoches Enterprise, March 27, 1947, Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, 
JuJy I, 1946-June 30. 1947, University Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U 
71 tbid. 
72R.R. Ewcrz to A.C. Maddox, April 29, 1947, ibid.: Official Proceedings of State Board of Educa
rion. March 17-18. 1947, Bulletin 624 (John E. Coxe), 25. 
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refrained "from pushing any candidate in particular'' to succeed him. However, 
the editorial continued: 

There is but one simple issue to be settled: a man must be named to head our 
Jocal institution, a man who can lead it to the academic heights, a man who 
can enjoy the confidence of the public of Natchitoches Parish and the sur
rounding areas, and who can merit the support of the faculty and student 
body.73 

The editorial pointed out the importance of NSC to Natchitoches in a cultural and 
educational sense but also from an ecomomic viewpoint and noted that the incom
ing president would have to solve the problem of low enrollment at the institution. 
Pleading with Natchitoches Parish and Natchitoches to support the man chosen 
to head NSC, the editorial concluded: 

So, when the State Board names the new president, let us get behind him 
mightily, support him to the fullest, make him welcome, and build up OUR 
college, Yes, it's OURS, and the Times can't see the sense of fighting and 
bickering and hurting OUR property.74 

Joseph Edward Gibson was born February 7, 1893, in West Point, Mississippi, 
to Robert Clayton and Tempie (Alexander) Gibson.75 He attended West Point 
and Booneville (Mississippi) public schools and in 1909 enrolled al the University 
of Mississippi where he earned a B.A. degree in 1913. For the next seven years, 
with the exception of one year's military service in 1918, he was a teacher, princi
pal, and superintendent in various Mississippi public school districts. In 1920 Joe 
Gibson became superintendent of the McComb, Mississippi, schools where he 
remained until 1936. Meanwhile, after studying at George Peabody College for 
Teachers, he received the M.A. degree from Teachers Co!Jege, Columbia Univer
sity, in 1927. The same year he became a member of the Tulane University sum
mer school faculty and in 1936 left the McComb schools to become a professor of 
education at the New Orleans university. On leave from Tulane University, Joe 
Gibson served as Director of Higher Education in the Louisiana State Department 
of Education from 1941 to 1946. He then returned to Tulane for a year before 
becoming president of Northwestern State College in 1947.76 

In addition to his teaching experience, Joe Gibson was an administrator and 
scholar of some note. As Director of Higher Education, he initiated a Louisiana 
rural teacher education program and directed a survey of higher education in Mis
sissippi. He also served as chairman of the Mississippi Committee for the Reorga
nization or the Adroinistrational Structure of Higher Education, chairman of the 
Louisiana Commission for Teacher Education and Certification, and consultant 

13The Natchitoches Timts, April 18, 1947. 
74rbid. 
75Who's Who In America. 26 ( 1950-1951), 993. 
76

Rcqucst For Information, Joseph Edward Gibson, July 8, 1953, Tulane University or Louisiana, 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Cited hereafter as Request for Information, Gibson: Joseph E. Gibson biog
raphy, December 17, 1953, News Bureau, Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana. 
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to the South Carolina Survey of Higher Education. He co-authored several ele
mentary school text books, wrote articles for various state and national educatjon
al journals. and served as editor of The Mississippi Educational Advance. He was 
a member of many educational and professional organizations and served as presj
dent of the Mississippi Education Association from 1934 to 1935.77 

When President Gibson assumed his duties atNSC on July I, 1947. he. like his 
predecessor, believed that the students' first priority was academics. In May 1941 
President Farrar bad warned the Normal students, "There is no royal road to 
learning. It takes work, it takes effort, it takes application, and, as much as 1 want 
you to have a good time, l think you need to remember that your chief responsibili
ty here is to work."78 President Gibson expressed the same sentiments when he 
addressed the NSC freshmen at an assembly in September 1947. 1'This college is 
a place of hard work- a place of st11dying, finding, and achieving higher successes 
and greater privileges in our world," he declared.79 He also noted the importance 
of athletic activities and social gatherings to the college community but only as sec
ondary to academics.80 There was, however. a notable difference between the two 
presidents. Joe Gibson was more relaxed, more at ease with the students. He joked 
about being new on the job just as were the freshmen and he likened hls baJd head 
to the shaved heads of the "dogs" in his student audience.81 President Gibson's 
bald head became his trademark and the subject of many cartoons in the Current 
Sauce. 

Despite his appealing personality and easy style, President Gibson did not begin 
his administration on a note of harmony. In fact. five weeks into the fall 1947 
semester he was faced with the most serious student strike ever witnessed on the 
NSC campus. It began as a student protest against the suspension of two veterans 
for using profane language and making bodily threats against one of the proctors 
of the men's dormitories. The college discipline committee, based on a lengthy and 
full investigation of the incident, recommended that the two students be suspended 
for the rest of the semester. After meeting with student leaders who wanted the 
punishment lessened, President Gibson refused to compromise. A mass meeting 
followed at which the students decided to call a strike for the oext day in support 
of the suspended students. At 8 a.m. on the strike day some six hundred students 
assembled in the academic quadrangle waiting for the class bell which was the sig
nal for them lo storm Caldwell Hall and prevent classes from starling. They nearly 
succeeded but some students remained in classes despite the disturbance.82 

77The Natchitoches Times. May 23, 1947; Request for Information, Gibson; News Service Release. 
November 14, 1967. Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana~ The Times Picayune, May 20. 1947. 
18rhe Current Sauce, May I, 1941. 
79Jbid •. September 13, 1947. 
80[bid. 
SI Ibid. 
82[bid., October 18, 1947; The Shreveport Times. October l6, 1947; The Natchitoches Times, Octo
ber 17, 1947; H . Lee Prather to President Gibson, October 16, 1947, Uncatalogued Presidential 
Papers, July I, 1947-June 30, 1948, University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S .U. 
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A second student assembly voted to continue the strike even though they were 
warned their class absences would not be excused, but they also elected a commit
tee to confer once again with President Gibson. Although he refused to give in to 
the student demands, he did agree to hear all witnesses and review all testimony 
in the incident. He kept his promise, but after hearng everyone involved he decided 
to uphold the original decision of the discipline committee. Because of his fair
mindedness and willingness to look into the matter, President Gibson won the 
admiration and respect of the students who later at a football rally agreed to end 
the strike and give the NSC president a "vote of confidence. "83 Considering that 
during the height of the strike bedlam prevailed with a few students destroying 
property, insulting instructors, and forcibly removing students from classes in 
Caldwell Hall and the Science Building, the president's firmness yet fairness end
ed what could have been a dangerous disturbance. More importantly, it cemented 
a good relationship based on mutual respect and trust between President Gibson 
and the student body. 

Joe Gibson's greatest contribution to Northwestern State College as president 
was hls role in developing a pioneer collegiate nursing program. Although NSC 
bad been authorized in 1945 to initiate a four-year nursing curriculum leading to 
a B.S. degree, withln two years the college, according to its catalog, was offering 
only the first year of what was then called pre-nursing. The catalog of l 948, how
ever, announced that NSC had plans to establish a full pre-professional curricu
lum with appropriate hospital affiliation.84 Early the next year President Gibson 
explained the demfae of the early program when he stated, "During one year a 
director was employed, but due to war conditions and other factors little progress 
was made."85 The president and especially the newly-appointed Dean of Applied 
Arts and Sciences, George T. Walker, played key roles in reviving the nursing pro
gram at Northwestern State College. 

The reinstatement of the nursing program at NSC resulted from problems 
encountered by five Shreveport hospital diploma schools of nursing in the years 
following World War II. The diploma programs at Tri-State Hospital, North Lou
isiana Sanitarium, Highland Sanitarium, T.E. Schumpert Memorial Sanitarium, 
and Shreveport Charity Hospital were experiencing dropping enrollments, diffi. 
cul ties in properly staffing their programs, and a general shortage of nurses. Real
izing the seriousness of these problems, the Shreveport Hospital Council 
approached the Shreveport League of Nursing Education to study the feasibility 
of establishing a collegiate school of nursing. The Shreveport League, in coopera-

U r,,e Current Sauce. October 18, 1947; The Shrevep<Jrt Times. October 17, J947. 
84Northwestern State College Quarterly, Catalogue Issue. 1946-/947, XXXVl (April 1947), 57; 
ibid., 1947-1948. XXXVII (April 1948), 59. 
85[JoeGibson) toEleanoreMeade, January 21, 1949, Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, Ju.ly 1, 1948-
June 30, 1949, University ArCihives, A.O., E.P.W .M.L., N.S.U. 
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tion with the Louisiana State Board of Nurse Examiners. contacted Julia Miller, 
Dean of the Emory U njversity School of Nursing, to conduct a survey of the nurs· 
ing facilities in the Shreveport area. In April 1948 Miss Miller canvassed the area 
hospitals, schools of nursing, and colleges, including Centenary College of Shreve
port and Northwestern State College at Natchitoches. Based on the results of this 
exhaustive study, she recommended a collegiate school of nursing which, in turn, 
led to the establishment of a nursing program at Northwestern State College.86 

Nursing Students 

Moving quickly, President Gibson and Dean Walker worked out a collaboration 
agreement between NSC and four Shreveport hospitals (Highland Sanitarium, 
North Louisiana Sanitarium, Tri-State Hospital1 and Shreveport Charity Hospi· 
tal} in which the hospitals agteed to discontinue their schools of nursing, recruit 

86phyllis Graves, "College of Nursing, Northwestern State University, 1949-1979 (research paper, 
School of Nursing, University of Alabama in Birmingham, 1979), 2-3. Cited hereafter as Graves 
"College of Nursing, N.S.U." ' 
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students for the new collegiate program, and provide scholarships for nursing stu· 
dents. On its part, NSC agreed to offer a three-year diploma program and a four
year degree program in nursing. The college had complete control of the school of 
nursing including its curriculum, faculty, students, and facilities owned by NSC 
while the four participating hospitals provided the clinical experience areas 
required in the program. On April 11, 1949, the State Board of Education 
approved the collegiate course of nursing al NSC and the college began prepara
tions for starting the program in September 1949.87 Dean Walker, who was given 
responsibility for developing the program, worked tirelessly at his new task.88 ln 
September 1949 the NSC nursing program admitted its first class of seventy
seven freshmen89 thus begnning what would become one of the college's most valu
able educational programs in succeeding years. 

In addition to new and jmproved curricula, President Gibson also recognized the 
need for new buildings on the campus because there bad been no major construc
tion since the end of President Fredericks's administration. The most pressing 
physical needs of the college were facilities to house the rapidly growing business 
and home economics programs.90 Fortunately, in a special session in the spring of 
1949, the Louisiana Legislature appropriated $727 thousand in capital outlay 
funds for NSC.91 With these funds President Gibson initiated a building program 
that included a home economics building at an estimated cost of $244 thousand, 
a business administration building at $252 thousand, and a warehouse-storage 
building at ten thousand dollars. A new barn and repairs and improvements to 
Caldwell Hall and the library were also financed by the appropriation.92 

The next year President Gibson was again requesting funds from the State 
Board of Education and legislature for new construction, repairs and improve
ments to existing buildings, and campus beautification. His 1948 statement of 
capital outlay needs was extensive and included as major requests a science build
ing, new dormitories to house three hundred women, new dormitories to accommo
date three hundred men, reconditioning of existing dormitories, rebuilding and 
extension of dining hall facilities and the library-social science building, and the 
rebuilding of Warren Easton. Altogether President Gibson requested $5,576,000 

87 Official Proceedi11gs of State Board of Education, April 11 , 1949, Bulletin 663 (Shelby M. Jackson, 
1949), 14-26; Prepare to Become a Professional Nurse, Northwestern State College, 1949. 
88George T. Walker was appointed Dean of Applied ArlS and Sciences by President Joe Gibson ef£ec· 
live May I, 1948. George T . Walker to Marietta Le Breton, June 9, 1984. in possession of aut~or; !anet 
Malone Norman, "The Development of the Nursing Program at Northwestern State Uruversity of 
Louisiana, 1947-August, 1951" (rCllearcb paper, Northwestern State University, 1974), 11-13. 
S9Graves, "College of Nursing, N.S.U.,'' 4. . 
90president Farrar bad recognized earlier the need for Lhese two buildings but was unsuccessful in 

obtaining them. 
91 The CurrenJ Sauce. October 4, 1947; Official Proceedings of State Board of Education. November 
17, 1947, Bulletin 645 (John E. Coxe, 1948), 16. 
92fbid.; The Currenr Sauce, November 22, 1947. 
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and listed the science building, housing needs, and dining ball facilities, in that 
order, as priority items. The science classes, he declared, were held in a converted 
t~irty-six-year-old elementary school building which was both inadequate and a 
fir~ hazard. More than half the students were living in sub-standard housing units 
while some 450 bad not been able to enter NSC the previous fall because of lack 
of dormitory space. The ilining facilities, which were the source of most student 
complaints, were designed to feed half the twelve hundred student enrollment and 
the equipment was worn out and obsolete. 93 As was expected President Gibson did 
not receive all that he asked for, but he did obtain an appropriation for the expan
sion and improvement of the dining hall but not the additional housing or science 
building.

94 
He also received funds to remove Old SociaJ, a wooden eye-sore on 

campus which housed religious organizations, to a new location where the first 
floor would be incorporated into a new brick religious center.95 The new religious 
center building, costing approximately $165 thousand and located across from the 
Fine Arts Building, provided rooms for the Baptist, Catholic, Episcopalian, Meth
oilist, and Presbyterian denominations.96 Construction of the Religious Center 
began during President Gibson's administration but by the time of its completion 
be was no longer at NSC.97 At the State Board meeting of May 3, 1949, Joe Gibson 
sub~lted his resignation from the presidency of Northwestern State College 
effective July 1, 1949. His letter of resignation, dated April 23, 1949, stated that 
be was leaving NSC to return to Tu.lane University.98 

Undoubtedly the opportunity to return to Tulane University was appealing to 
the popular and successful NSC president, but evidence indicates that Joe Gibson 
left NSC also because he could no longer tolerate the political situation at the col
lege. Among the political upheavals he became involved in was a serious confron
~ation with Dr. GeorgeS. Long, brother of the assassinated "Kingfish" and Super
intendent of the Stale Colony and Training School. The controversy began when 
some NSC sociology students, who visited the Central Louisiana State Hospital 
in Pineville on a field trip, were so appalled at what they observed there that they 
wrote a letter to the New Orleans Times Picayune describing the deplorable situa
tion at the institution. Dr. Long defended the hospital and, at the same time, 
attacked conditions at the college, including the alleged immorality of the stu-

93 
Jocseph E. Gibso?, "B.uilding Needs of Northwestern State College of Louisiana, April 1948," 

Uncatalogued Pres1den11al Papers, July I, 1947-June JO, 1948, University Archives, A.O., 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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0fficial Proceedings of State Board of Ed11catio11. April 11, 1949, Bulletin 663 (Shelby M. Jackson, 
1949), 46. 
95Ibid.; The Current Sa11ce, October 16, 1948. 
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1bid.; Northwestern State College Quarterly, Catalogue fssue. 1947-1948, XXXVI I (April 1948), 
26. 
97TheCurrentSauce, November 12, 1949. 
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dents. President Gibson defended the students' right to express their opinions to 
the New Orleans newspaper and Dr. Long continued his barrage of attacks on the 
college. The Current Sauce, under the Litle ... Memoirs of Recent 'Cold War.''' 
printed the correspondence of the several participants in the verbal warfare, and 
various slate newspapers also covered Lhe incident.99 That politics was at the core 
of the attacks on NSC was clearly evident in an anonymous Jetter that Dr. Long 
received from a disgruntled faculty member criticizing the college's administra
tion and containing such statements as "We need here (NSC) a Long administra
tion" and references to the "Sam Jones gang." 100 President Gibson, who had tried 
to remain aloof from Louisiana politics, wrote Dr. Long explaining his position: 

In conclusion, let me say that 1 have stood clear of partisan politics and have 
done everything possible to keep NSC clear of it. The faculty, students, and 
I resent the efforts by any and all political groups to make a football out of the 
college. The good name of the college and of its faculty and students need no 
defense. Every aspect of its administration and its program is open to inspec
tion and criticism at anytime. We welcome public appraisal. ro1 

President Gibson had obviously grown tired of the evil effects of politics upon his 
administration and the college's reputation and decided lo return to Tulane Uni
versity. 

That Joe Gibson was a popular and highly-regarded president cannot be denied. 
The Current Sauce paid him a glowing tribute upon bis resignation in an editorial 
which stated: 

Most of us, however, for purely selfish reasons, can't help feeling a little let 
down at Mr. Gibson's going. In the two years that he bas been on the campus, 
Joe Gibson has become something of a legend. We always thought of college 
presidents as aloof and pre-occupied individuals, hidden away in spacious 
offices and surrounded by secretaries and administrative heads - u.ntil we 
met Mr. Gibson. 

IL took us a while to get used to the idea that a student didn't have to go 
through red tape or repeal pass words to be admitted to the inner sanctum
but only a little while. Those friendly chats convinced us that the man behind 
the desk was on our side. We were a bit taken back the first time the president 
stopped us in the hall to tell the latest joke on himself, or popped up at our 
table in the student center for a cup of coffee. But we liked it. We admired a 
chief executive who would shed his dignity long enough to wear a wig in 
assembly, or participate in the informal shenanigans of a student party. 

99The Current Sauce, May 14, 1949. 
IOOName withheld to Dr. George Long, May 24, 1949 enclosed in George S. Long to Dr. G. W. McGin
ty, June 23, 1949. Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, July I, 1949-JuneJO, 1950. University Archives, 
A.O .• B.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
IOI Joe Gibson lo George Long, May 11, 1949 in The Current Sauce, May J 4, 1949. 
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We liked, too, having a man in the president's office who could make deci
sions quickly and without fear. He listened to our problems, even the little 
ones, and he acted on them. In this age of passing the buck, that struck a 
responsive note. He encouraged stronger student government and more stu
dent participation in administrative affairs. He knew these things would 
make a better school and we believed they did. 102 

The faculty also honored Mr. and Mrs. Gibson at a farewell banquet attended by 
124 people and presented them with a complete set of sterling silver for eight. 103 

President Gibson was popular among the faculty and each year of his administra
tfon gave them raises.104 

Once again, politics had been involved in the departure of an NSC president and 
some people expressed concern that the college was being hurt by politics, bad pub
licity. and the seemingly "revolving-door" presidency. Charles Cunningham, in an 
editorial in The Natchitoches Times entitled "We're Sick and Tired,'' expressed 
such concern when he wrote: 

We're sick and tired of the ugliness and spite surrounding the presidency 
of Northwestern State College .... 

we·re sick and tired of the disunity plaguing our college. We're sick and 
tired of the bad publicity resulting from schemes and counter schemes. We 
hate to read such nasty accusations as Dr. George Long's, because true or 
untrue they give us a black eye. Parents don't forget them when they are 
choosing a college for their children. 

We're sick and tired of rumors and rumors of rumors. We believe they're 
principally manufactured here for ulterior motives; they have a deadly effect 
in demoralizing the college. Let's scotch as many of them as we can. 105 

Noting that every one of the last five presidents had to deal with administrative 
and disciplinary problems of a normal nature but also ''with connivings and cabals 
intended to displace the president for some reason or other," Mr. Cunningham cal
led upon his readers to support the new president "whether he be an administration 
man or a Sam Jones man, a Yankee, a Cajun, a local professor, or a Lapp.'' 106 

The selection of Northwestern 's new president, of course, was to be made by the 
State Board of Education. When Joe Gibson submitted his letter of resignation to 
the Board on May 3, I 949, it was accepted "with regret and with sincere appre-

102tbid., April 30, 1949. 
103Ibid.,June25, 1949. 
1
?°4Crew, "N?rth~cstern State College," 72. Joe Gibson returned to Tulane University in 1949 as 

director of unw_ersity development and in 1953 became director of pre-admissions. He resigned in 1958 
t~ beco~e pr~1deot of Gulf Parle College, Gulfport. Mississippi, where he remarned until 1961. After 
his prcstdenl!al term, be returned to New Orleans where be served as an executive consultant 10 the 
Edward G. Schlicder Educational Foundation. He died in Jackson, Mississippi, November 14 J 967 
at age seventy-four. The Times Picayune, November 14, 1967. ' 
105The Natchitoches Times, May 13 1949. 
I06tbid. ' 
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ciation for the success of his term as administrator of Northwestern State Col
lege. "107 instead of naming a new president immediately, as had been the usual 
procedure in the past, the State Board appointed a committee of EleamoreMeade, 
Raymond Heard, Joseph J. Davies, Jr., Merle M. Welsh, and Robert H. Curry to 
receive applications for the presidency of NSC, investigate them, and make rec
ommendations of an appointment. 108 At its next meeting on May 14, 1949, the 
board voted to have the previously named committee also select a permanent presi
dent for Louisiana Polytechnic Institute in place of Dr. Clayton Cottingham who 
was not reappointed. 109 Despite the responsibility of the committee, Mr. Heard of 
Ruston immediately moved the board into executive session where Mr. Freder
icks, seconded by Paul B. Habans of New Orleans, moved that Dr. G.W. McGinty 
of Louisiana Polytechnic institute be appointed acting president of Northwestern 
State College effective J uly 1, I 949. The motion was approved by a vote of six to 
four. The State Board, by the same vote, then proceeded to approve a morion by 
Mr. Heard, seconded by Mr. Fredericks, that R.L. Ropp of Northwestern State 
College be appointed acting president of Louisiana Polytechnic Institute effective 
July 1, 1949.110 

The action of the State Board of Education on May 14, J 949, in temporarily fill
ing the presidencies of NSC and LPI was unusual and received much adverse cov
erage in the state press, and subsequently an inquiry by the Commission on Institu
tions of Higher Educatfan of the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. The Shreveport Times in an editorial characterized the removal and 
replacement of Dr. Cottingham and the appointments of Ropp and McGinty "as 
brazen a bit of political thumb-nosing at educational welfare as has taken place in 
Louisiana in many a day.'' The newspaper attributed the "college switch" to the 
desire of the Long administration's six member majority on the State Board to 
assure one of the presidencies for A.A. Fredericks, a member of the board and 
executive secretary to Governor Earl K. Long, if he should want it in the future. 
According to the editorial, board members Heard, Davies, Welsh, Fredericks, 
Habans, and Isom Guillory of Eunice voted for the changes in the college presiden
cies while Meade, Curry, George Madison of Bastrop and Bronier Thibaut of 
Napoleonville voted negatively with one member, Parrish Fuller of Oakdale, 
absent. The newspaper also pointed out that Raymond Heard was the brother-in
law of Dr. McGinty, that no charges were made against Dr. Cottingham, and that 
the ousted president was given no hearing by the board. 111 The dismissal of the 
Tech president also came to the attention of the Southern Association which in a 
letter of June I written by M.C. Huntley, executive secretary, warned the State 

•07 Official Proceedings of S1a1e Board of Education, May 3, l949, Bulletin 664 (Shelby M. Jackson, 
1949), 9. 
I08fbid., 32. 
109Ibid., May 14, 1949, Bulletin 665 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1949), 29. 
I IO[bid., 28-29. 
111 The Shrevepo,1 Times. May 17, 1949. 
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Board that it might be necessary for the association to investigate the ouster of Dr. 
Cottingham and requested a statement of the reasons for his dismissal. The State 
Board deferred any action on Huntley's request, ex:cept to have Shelby M. Jackson 
acknowledge it, until their next meeting. At the same time the board delayed 
approval of the state colleges' budgets until, in Fredericks's words, it could "ask 
the college presidents to get down to something reasonable." Using Northwestern 
as an example of over-staffing and excessive costs, he pointed out that the college's 
payroll included one employee for every two students in the previous spring semes
ter. The college authorities subsequently denied this statement.112 

The Shreveport Times continued to editorialize against the political intrigue 
involved in the removal of Dr. Cottingham and the appointment of the two acting 
presidents. "It stems back of course, to the desire of Fredericks to get back into a 
college presidency himself, to the desire of Raymond Heard to get his brother-in
law into a college presidency, and to the desire of Fredericks et al. to dominate 
state college education in Louisiana politically," declared the oewspaper. 113 

Meanwhile, the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the Southern 
Association which had begun an investigation met with the State Board to discuss 
tenure in Louisiana colleges and ''certain charges made in the press and otherwise 
concerning Louisiana Polytechnic Institute and Northwestern State Col
lege .... " 114 lo December the commission announced its decision "that disciplin
ary action in connection with any of the colleges under the direction of the Board 
would not be justified,'' although it did recommend that the State Board follow the 
principles of tenure in dismissing college administrators even though such appoin
tees had no legal tenure. 115 Thus the board was exonerated of any wrongdoing and 
neither college was placed on probation or denied accreditation. However, as 
Charles Cunningham had pointed out earlier, the public charges and counterchar
ges, whether true or untrue, brought bad publicity to NSC. Furthermore, G.W. 
McGinty began his acting presidency entangled in politicaJ turmoil which had an 
adverse effect on his administration of the college. 

Garnie William McGinty was born April 5, 1900, in Ringgold, Louisiana. After 
attending the public elementary and higb schools in Ringgold, young McGinty 
entered the Louisiana State Normal College where he studied math and science 
and was awarded the B.A. degree in 1924. He later earned an M.A. in economics 
from George Peabody College for Teachers and a doctorate in history from the 
University of Texas. He also did graduate work at the University of Chicago and 
Vanderbilt University. 116 His professional career began quite early when at the 

1120/ficial Proceedings of State Boord of Education, June 28, 1949. Bulletin 67 5 (Shelby M. Jackson, 
1949), 67; The Shreveport Times, June 29, 1949. 
1131bid.,June30, 1949. 
1140/flcial Proceedings of State Boord of Education, October 31, 1949, BuUetio 691 (Shelby M. 
Jackson, 1949), 4. 
l 15Jbid .. December 20, 1949, Bulletin 692 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1949), 3-5. 
l 16crew, "Northwestern State College," 75. 
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age of sixteen he becme an elementary school principal and at twenty-one a high 
school principal. Four years later be entered college teaching and held a variety of 
positions including visiting professor at Western Kentucky College, assistant pro· 
fessor at the Louisiana State Normal College, and assistant professor at Louisiana 
Polytechnic Institute. ln 193 I be became bead ofTech's department of social sci
ence and in 1949 was given a leave of absence from that position to become acting 
president of Northwestern State College. 117 

Dr. McGinty was a distinguished Louisiana historian who authored several 
books, including a History of Louisiana which became the standard state history 
text for twenty years, and numerous articles in state and national publications. He 
was also actively involved in state historical organizations, serving as president of 
the Louisiana Historical Association and co-founder of the North Louisiana His
torical Association. t 18 

Gamie W. McGinty officially assumed the acting presidency of NSC on July 
1, I 949, and served only until September 1, 1950. He was never named permanent 
president of the college. With the political controversy surrounding his appoint
ment and bis short tenure in office, Dr. McGinty was not able to accomplish much 
for NSC. Although some notable advancements were made, other goals were 
unfolfiUed. A few days after taking office, in an address to the students President 
McGinty asked them and the faculty to work together. Although it would take 
time to put his program into effect, he hoped that with cooperation the result would 
be a better NSC, worthy of the taxpayers. 119 Time and cooperation were the two 
luxuries that Dr. McGinty did not enjoy. 

During President McGinty's brief tenure, the NSC nursing program gained 
great momentum. Two additional clinical campuses were added to the program 
with E.A. Conway Hospital in Monroe in August 1949 and Baptist Hospital in 
Alexandria in January 1950. 120 Enrollment in the nursing program increased dra
matically to 171 in the spring of 1950 and 285 the following fall. In realization of 
the need for a nursing uniform, the first class of students was allowed to select the 
dress, cape, cap, and pin. They chose a blue-gray dress with a white collar and short 
sleeves cuffed in white and a full-length white apron over the dress. In winter a pur
ple wool cape with white Lining was worn. The simple cap was designed by one of 
the students. 121 

117lbid.; "Garnie M. McGinty,'' North Louisiana Historical Association Journal. XV (Winter, 
1984), iii. 
ll8Jbid. 
I 19The Current Sauce. July 9, 1949. 
120Norman, "Nursing Program,'' 14, 24; Graves, "College of Nursing, N.S.U.," 4. 
l21Norman, "Nursing Program," 33. 
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In addition to supporting the expansion of the nursing program, President 
McGinty renewed NSC's request for authorization to offer the master's degree for 
teachers in 1949, but once again the State Board of Education delayed action on 
the request.122 The following year his recommendation that NSC's department of 
aviation be discontinued obtained board approval. 123 The most signiiicant devel
opment in curricula during the McGinty months was an agreement with the 
Department of the United States Army for the establishment of an anti-aircraft 
artillery unit of the Reserve Officers Training Corps to be effective in the fall of 
1950.1'24 

While Dr. McGinty was acting president, several buildings begun under Presi
dent Gibson were completed including the Home Economics and Business Admin
istration buildings, the Religious Center, and a dairy. In January 1950 the.State 
Board approved preliminary plans for a science building to house the physical sci
ences and in August authorized a building to house the ROTC unit. 125 President 
McGinty's other capital outlay building requests, totaling $4,J 72,280 and includ
ing two men's dormitories, three women's dormitories, an addition to the science 
building, enlargement of the library, an agricultural and industrial building, and 
a nursery school went unheeded. 126 In fact, the State Board delayed approval of 
most of Dr. McGinty's requests whether they were for new buildings, repairs and 
improvements of existing structures, or curricula modification. 

One of the reasons for the board's hesitancy in approving requests from NSC 
may have been the unre~t on campus among the faculty and students. By Septem
ber 1949 rumors were circulating on campus of new appointments and promotions, 
abolition of positions, and presidential opposition to juke boxes and dancing. Presi
dent McGinty, declaring that he bad not been aware of the campus unrest, denied 
the rumors and stated in an interview with the editor of the Current Sauce, "Had 
l not thought that this would be a great college, l would not have accepted the pres
idency, and I do not intend to make any faculty changes .... " 127 However, almost 
with the same breath, he announced, "It is to be assumed that I am making a thor
ough study of the overall administrative set-up of the college and if I find that 
improvements can be made, I shall recommend such changes to the board. Such 

122G.W. McGinty lo W.R. Hudson, December 12, 1949, Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, July I. 
1949-June 30, 1950, University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U.; Official Proceedings of State 
Board of Education, December 20, 1949, Bulletin 692 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1949). 31. 
l 23Jbid., April 14, 1950, Bulletin 702 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1950), 51. 
124Reponof Northwestern State College to Shelby M. Jackson, July l. 1949-July l, 1950, 11, Unca
talogued Presidential Papers, July I, 1949-June 30, 1950. University Archives. A.O., E.P.W.M.L., 
N.S.U.; G.W. McGinty to Shelby M. Jackson, March 21. 1950, ibid. 
1250/flcial Proceedings of State Board of Education. January 24. 1950, Bulletin 703 (Shelby M. 
Jackson, 1950), 65; ibid., August 15, 1950, Bulletin 713 (Shelby M. Jackson. 1950). 51. 
126G.W. McGinty to Members of State Board of Education, February I 0, 1950, Uncatalogued Presi
d;ntial Papers, July I, l 949-June 30, 1950. University Archives, A..D .. E.P. W.M.L .. N.S.U. 
1-1The Current Sauce. August 23, 1949. 
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changes, if any should occur, will be made after careful deliberation."128 Ln sup
port of the president, the college newspaper urged the students to disregard the 
rumors and work with Dr. McGinty. "Cooperation is our best bet," declared the 
editorial. 129 

Before the end of the 1949-1950 academic year, the NSC student body was so 
dissatisfied with President McGinty that they requested the Student Federation 
of Louisiana Colleges and Universities to investigate his administration. The 
S.F.L.C.U. was a three-year old organization representing the student bodies of 
Northwestern State, Louisiana Tech, Southeastern, Centenary, and Southwest
ern colleges, and Tulane and Louisiana State universities. Following a three-day 
visit to the NSC campus, Robert Wall, president of theS.F.L.C.U., fiJed charges 
against President McGinty and requested that "Dr. McGinty not beconsidered by 
the State Board of Education for reappointment to the presidency of Northwestern 
State College." 130 The charges, accompanied by notarized statements from sever
al persons interviewed by Wall, were: (I) that President McGinty removed "com
petent, efficient, and dependable people" from positions at NSC, (2) that "stu
dents' rights and privileges" were disregarded and abused by the administration, 
(3) that the honor court's invitation to Mayor de Lesseps Morrison of New Orleans 
to speak at a convocation was withdrawn by President McGinty presumably for 
political reasons, (4) that student publications were controlled and censored, and 
(5) that attempts were made to "surpress the freedom of speech, press, worship" 
by instilling fear in the minds of some students by threatening them with dismissal 
and failure to graduate. Dr. McGinty did not answer the charges specifically but 
denounced them as the work of "irresponsible persons. " 131 

The State Board of Education met on June 9, 1950, in Alexandria to hear the 
charges brought by the Student Federation of Louisiana Colleges and Universities 
against President McGinty. In a day-Jong open meeting the Sate Board heard tes
timony and evidence presented by the representatives oftheS.F.L.C.U. and by Dr. 
McGinty. After a short executive session, the board announced its decision: 

The Board finds that the evidence fails to show that the students' rights and 
privileges have been disregarded and abused by Dr. McGinty at Northwest
ern State College and that the evidence does not establish any facts or situa
tion which would warrant any action against Dr. McGinty. 132 

The decision in the form of a motion exonerating the NSC president was unani
mously approved by the board. 133 

1281bid. 
129lbid. 
130Ibid .• May 6, 1950. 
131 1bid. 
l32ofjicial Proceedings of State Board of Education, June 9, 1950, Bulletin 712 (Shelby M. Jackson, 
1950), 3·4. 
1331bid., 4. 
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Although cleared of the charges filed against him, a Utt le less than a month lat
er. President McGinty resigned to return to his old position as professor of history 
and chairman of tbe Social Science Department at Louisiana Tech. Citing his 
wife's poor health as a reason, Dr. McGinty requested his resignation be effective 
September I, 1950, although he agreed to remain a( Northwestern until his suc
cessor was appointed. 134 On August l5, 1950, the State Board accepted his resig
nation and instructed the already-existfog committee named to select a president 
of NSC to resume its work. Meanwhile, on September 2, 1950, the board named 
H. Lee Prather, Director of Athletics at the colJege, acting president. 135 At the 
time there were two leading candidates for the permanent presidency ofNSC
Prather and Sylvan Nelken, head of the college's Department of Agriculture. Mr. 
Nelken had substantial support among the people of Natchitoches and Northwest 
Louisiana "as a man to bring harmony to the campus and restore the college's fast 
fast-failing prestige .... " The local Kiwanis and Rotary clubs, Graduate "N" club, 
the Natchitoches Parish Teachers' Association and the board of the Northwestern 
State Alumni Association endorsed Mr. Nelken. 136 At the board meeting of Octo
ber 24, 1950, both men were nominated as president ofNSC. Merle M. Welsh of 
Baton Rouge proposed Mr. Prather's name while Parrish Fuller of Oakdale omni
nated Mr. Nelken. By a vote of seven to three the Board elected H. Lee Prather.137 

Even though the Natchitoches Times had heralded the movement to have Sylvan 
Nelken named president, it seemed equally pleased with tbe appointment of H. 
Lee Prather. "Congratulations are in order for Northwestern State College for 
getting a man of H.L. Prather's calibre as its permanent president," began a front 
page editorial. Describing the new president as "a man of probity and integrity," 
"a good teacher and administrator," and "one who knows the problems of the staff 
and faculty at first hand," the newspaper pledged its support to "Coach" Pra
ther.138 

H. Lee Prather was born on a farm near Odessa, Missouri, on October I, 1886, 
to Chatham E. and Mary Susan (Ewing) Prather. He attended tbe Mayview and 
Odessa elementary schools and graduated from the Odessa High School in May 
1905. Young Prather then entered the University of Missouri where he was a ward
ed the A. B. degree in 1910 and the LL. B. degree in 1912. He also did graduate 
work at the University of Wisconsin in the summer of 1927 and the University of 
Missouri in the summers of 1919 and 1930. In 1953 he was awarded an honorary 

134G.W. McGinty to George T . Madison, July 15, 1950, ibid.; August 15, 1950, Bulletin 713 (Shelby 
M. Jackson, 1950), 98. Gamie W. McGinty returned lo Louisiana Tech where he served as chairman 
of the history department until his retirement in 1965. He died April 22, 1984, in Shreveport, Louisiana 
after a short illness. North Louisiana Historical Association Journal, XV (Winter, 1984), iii. 
135The Natchitoches Times. August 18, 1950; Official Proceedings of State Board of Education. Sep
tember 2, 1950, Bulletin 716 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1950), 8, 11. 
136The Natchitoches Times, August 25, 1950, September 1, 1950. 
t 37 Official Proceedings of State Board of Education. October 24, 1950, Bulletin 717 (Shelby M. 
Jackson, 1950), I 4. 
138The Natchitoches Times, October 27, 1950. 
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LL.D. degree from Louisiana College. As a high school student he played his first 
game of basketball and while attending law school he coached the Columbia, Mis
souri, higb school team. In 1912 he accepted a position as athletic director and 
teacher at Southwestern Louisiana Institute where he remained one year. 139 

In 1913 Prather had come to the Louisiana State Normal School as athletic 
director and coach of the school's four major sports - basketball, football, base
ball, and track. After twenty years, he finally obtained an assistant, Harry (Rags) 
Turpin, and later turned all athletics over to him except basketbaU. 14° For thirty
seven years Prather coached basketbatJ with bis teams winning nearly five hun
dred games. There were onJy two yeats when his basketball team did not have a 
winning season. In recognition of his great achievements, Coach Prather was elect
ed to the Helm's Foundation Hall of Fame and the Naismith Hall of Fame. He 
helped organize the old LJAA (Louisiana Intercollegiate Athletic Association) 
and served as president of the later NAIA (National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics).141 Although he was best known for his contributions to athletics, H. 
Lee Prather also served the college in a number of other important positions 
including Dean of Men, Dean of Students, chairman of the Discipline Committee, 
co-ordinator of Navy Programs, and professor of political science. 142 These duties 
were in addition to his coaching responsibilities. Altogether, he spent forty-one 
years in the service of the Natchitoches institution. 

When H. Lee Prather was elected president of NSC there was an almost audible 
sigh of relief on campus and in the Natchitoches community that the recent trou
bles of the coJlege were over. "Coach" (as he preferred being called) Prather was 
the "Eisenhower" of the early fifties as far as NSC was concerned. A teacher and 
gentleman, a fatherly prototype, and a man of integrity, he was expected to heal 
the wounds of years of political strife and student and/or faculty unrest. Tall, dig
nified, and handsome, he was expected to restore quiet harmony to NSC and to 
refurbish its somewhat tarnished public image. The Current Sauce in an editorial, 
"The Best Answer," described succinctly what Prather's appointment meant to 
many in the college community: 

The appointment of ·coach' H. Lee Prather as permanent president of 
NSC is indicative of the fact that our college is emerging from the realms of 
political battles, student-administration dissension, and general dissatisfac
tion. 

During tbe past months, the state papers and the College have been clamor
ing for the appointment of a capable man to this office, as an answer to the 
recent problems. 

139crew, "Northwestern State College," 80; The Current Sauce, September 28, 1934; ibid., October 
28, 1950; The Shreveport Journal. n.d., clipping in Vertical File, A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
140Jbid. 
141 Jbid.; Alumni Columns, XIIJ (May 1954), I. 
142tbid. 

225 



Northwestern State University 

Coach Prather is, we believe, the best answer. Here is a man who has for 
nearly forty years devoted himself in every way to the interests of Northwest
ern. Here is a man who understands us and a man whom we understand. 

With the Coach as acting president, the College experienced a noticeable 
rise in school spirit and standards. It is our prediction that this is only the 
beginning of many benefits that will follow under his administration as per
manent president. 

We pledge our loyalty and active support to President Prather in making 
a bigger and better Northwestern. 143 

President Prather's three and one-half years in office were more notable for 
restoring good will on campus than for progressive curricula development. The 
new military science program enrolled its first students in the fall of I 950 with one 
officer and five enlisted men on the staff. 144 By the end of the I 950-51 academic 
year 220 men had selected military training and the future of the program looked 
promising. 145 However, within three years the ROTC unit at NSC was in danger 
because of the small number of freshmen entering the program. The declining 
enrollment was due to the end of the Korean War and not to the internal situation 
of the NSC unit. 146 

The other relatively new program, nursing, continued its steady development 
under President Prather. In April 195 I a clinical campus was established at Baton 
Rouge General Hospital and in 1952 at Central Louisiana Hospital in Pineville. 147 

In 195 I a two-year graduate nursing program was added to the department's 
offerings, and finally on July I, 1953, the Department of Nursing became the 
School of Nursing with Miss Hilda Burnham as dean. 148 The same year Shreve
port Charity Hospital moved into new facilities and changed its name to Confeder
ate Memorial Medical Center. Among its new accommodations was an education
al building which housed offices, classrooms, a library, and a dormitory. By 
contract, NSC occupied the hospital's educational facility until 1962 when 
CMMC decided to initiate its own diploma program. 149 

There was not much new construction at NSC during the Prather years. In Feb
ruary 1952 the NSC president requested $1,626,360 in capital outlay funds for 
new buildings and major repairs. The most pressing need of the college, according 

14JThe Current Sauce, October 28, 1950. 
1441bid.,September 16, 1950. 
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45Reporl of Northwestern State College to Superintendent Shelby M. Jackson, July I, J 9.50 to July 
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to him, was two men's dormitories to house four hundred students then being 
accommodated in substandard dormitories. The new structures would replace the 
five old NY A wooden dormitories and the "Brick Shack" while the Navy barracks 
would be converted to other uses. He also emphasized the need for a new biological 
science building to replace the old 1912 elementary school building then in use, 
and an addition to the library. 150 In June 19 53 President Prather repeated his capi
tal outlay requests and finally in October the State Board approved $7 50 thousand 
for two men's dormitories, $625, 160 for a biological science building and $217,360 
for additions and alterations to the library building. 151 In 1954 President Prather 
received $94, 150 to rebuild the Industrial Arts building which had been destroyed 
by fire.152 

President Prather would not be at NSC when the new buildings were completed; 
in October I 953 he reached the age of retirement. He wrote Eleanore Meade, pres
ident of the State Board of Education, requesting that he be allowed to remain as 
president until the end of the spring semester, or through July 30, or until the end 
of the summer session of I 954. 153 The State Board appointed a committee to study 
applications and to recommend a president. On April 5, 1954, Merle M. Welsh, 
chairman of the committee, reported lhat it recommended the election of Dr. John 
S. Kyser as president of Northwestern State College effective July 1, 1954. Presi
dent Prather was given a leave of absence with pay from May 15 to June 30, 1954, 
with Dr. Kyser serving as acting president. 154 Although President Prather's tangi
ble contributions to the college were minor compared to some other presidents, his 
administration was a peaceful interlude during which the college community 
could forget the past, work together, and plan for the future. In this sense, his years 
were extremely important ones for lhe future of the college. 

Student life during the forties and early fifties varied almost as much as the men 
who held the presidential office. Even the enrollment fluctuated wildly during 
those years. From a high of 1,945 students in 1939-1940, the last year of President 
Fredericks's administration, it dropped to a low of 510 during the war year of 
1943-1944. Fueled by returning veterans, the enrollment rose to 1,657 in L 948-
1949 under President Gibson but dropped significantly the next year to 1,382 
when President McGiJ1ty was in office. By 1950 the number of students again 
increased to 1,533 but then the Korean War caused another decline to 1,338 in 

150H.. Lee Pralhcrto Members of State Board of Education, February 25, 1952, Uncatalogued Presi
dential Papers, 1950-1952, Univemy Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
1 SI Official Proceedings of State Board of Educa1ion. August 7, 1953, Bulletin 780 (Shelby M. Jack
son, 1953), 8, SS; ibid., October 3, 1953, Bulletin 784 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1953), 55. 
152Jbid.., February 11, 1954, Bulletin 786 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1954), 6. 
153H . Lee Prather to Eleanore Meade, March 25, 1953. Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, 
1953-1954, University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
1540fficial Proceedings of State Board of Education, April 6, 1954, Bulletin 787 (Shelby M. Jackson, 
1954), 9. ''Coach'' Prather died at age seventy-eight on September 23, 1964, in Newellton, Louisiana. 
after an extended illness. Allumni Columns, xxrv (October 1964), 3. 
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1951-1952. By the last year of Presidenl Prather's administration, 1953-1954, the 
enrollment again climbed to 1,441, almost the same figure it had been in 1936-
1937. ISS Interestingly, for the first time in the institution's history men outnum
bered women in 1946.156 

Student activities gyrated almost as much as the enrollment during the years 
1940-1954. During World War [I many student activities were curtailed because 
of the national emergency. Among others, intercollegiate sports, publication of the 
Potpourri. dramatic and debating activities, and tbea cappella choir, were tempo· 
rarily suspended. The ban on intercollegiate athletic contests was ordered by the 
State Board of Education and applied to all six colleges under its administration 
and, at least on the Natchitoches campus, received no adverse student reaction. LS7 

Nonetheless. the absence of competitive sports and the college annual lessened 
school spirit on the campus. When the two popular activities were reinstated in 
1944, the Currem Sauce enthusiastically hailed their reappearance in an editorial 
entitled "The Lights Are On Again. "158 The same year the a cappeUa choir was 
reorganized after an absence of a year and a half. The departmental clubs contin
ued to decline in numbers and activity during the war years with only a few surviv
ing the period.159 By 1947 there was a slight renewal of interest and several new 
clubs were organized. Meanwhile social fraternities and sororities and profession
al and honorary fraternities continued to enjoy widespread student support.16-0 Lo 
1943 two new academic activities were begun. In April, a Dean's List of 135 stu· 
dents who maintained a "B" average for the fall semester was released. It con
tained 106 women and 29 men with four students having a straight "A" aver
age.161 In November 1943 the college held its first annual Honors Assembly Lo rec
ognize students who excelled in character, scholarship, and leadership. 162 

World War 11 also altered student life in other ways. Besides draining young 
men from the classrooms and adding naval trainees to the campus, the conflict 
enlisted strong support for America's fighting men from the college's coeds. Some 
knitted articles of clothing and made bandages while others enrolled in civil 
defense activities and war-related courses such as first aid and cooking. All were 
encouraged to write their men in arms frequently and participate in war bond and 
war fund drives. 163 Miss Esther Cooley, bead of the home economics department, 

l55tt. Lee Prather to Or. Clark L. Barrow, Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, J 950-1952, University 
Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M.L .. N.S.U. 
156The Current Sauce. J une. 25, l946, September 28, 1946. 
IS

1
0/ficial Proceedings of State Board of Education, January 11, 1943, Bulletin 499 (John E. Coxe, 

1943), 11; The Current Sauce. January IS. 1943. 
158tbid., September 23, J 944. 
159Northwestern State College Quarterly. Catalogue Issue, 1944-1945. XXXJV (April 1945), 36. 
160Jbid., Catalogue Issue. 1946-/947, XXXVI (April 1947), 40. 
l6I The Current Sauce. April 2, 1943; The Natchitoches Times, April LO, 1943. 
162Tl,e Current Saui:e. November 27, 1943. 
1631bid., January 15, 1942, November 6, 1943. 
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wa~ plu1,;ed in charge of the collugc'!. war effort in 1942. She estimated that stu
dent:-. had sixty hours of free time a week a11d urged them lo devote one tenth ol' that 
time Lo war-related activities. 1114 During the Third War Loan Drive of 1943 the 
three campus facilities {the training school, high school, an<l college) oversub
scribed 1heir allocated yuota of forty thousand dollars. /\s recognition of I heir gen
erosity and dcdic,llion, one of the bombers purchaset.l by these bonds was to be 
named Lqui.via11u Normal.165 The greatest sacrifice, of course, was made by the 
young men who left the Normal LO fight on foreign :-.horc~. In recognition of their 
~acrilkcs, 1 he college, as a part of the spring commencement of 1944, honored its 
"Fallen Alumni" with u memorial service. Those honored included thirteen killed 
in action, five missing in action, and six held as prisoners of war.1111l 

The war and its aflermalh, in nation, affected the college in still another way 
rising :-.tudent expenses. l n 1942 the cost of llllcnding the Slute Normal rose from 
$1 J!US to $144.20 a semester owing to an increase in room and board charges. 
Reali1.ing that some students would not be able to attend college because of finan
cial reasons President Farrar introduced cooperative dormitories tn the fall of 
1942. Two dormitories, one of for women and one for men and each housing 
approximately fifty students, were made available al a cost of fifteen dollars a 
month or$ I 35.00 for a nine-month year. The fifteen dollar charge included room, 
board, laundry, and infirmary fee and five dollars of it (forty-five dollars for nine 
months) could be puid in acceptable non-perishable goods such as potatoes, eggs, 
or syrup. In return for the low charges, sLudcnts were rcquln.:d to work f orly hours 
a month in the coopera tive dormitories and dining hall, but they could also receive 
other financial aid.1"7 Claiming that the arrangement made it possible for any 
ambitious student to obtain an education at the State Normal, President Farrar 
pronounced the cooperative a success. 1M However, after two years, the cooperative 
dormitories were discontinued because of a lack of' demandY'9 Meanwhile the 
expense of attending the college continued to climb. In 1945 the charges for room, 
board, laundry, infirmary, and student activities all increased so that the cost per 
semester of attending Northwestern State College was$ i 59.75.170 Two years later 
there was another increase in student expenses LO $180.0() a semester. Room and 
student activities fees accounted for the increase. 171 In 1948 the NSC student was 
again faced with rising cosls for board, laundry, infirmary, student activities, and 
books amounting to $199.25 a semester.172 In 1950 a milestone was reached when 
for the first time it cost a student (including books) over two hundred dollars a 

164The Nutchllt>cl1t•s Times, November 13, 1942. 
l65Normol Aillm11i Colum11s. Il l (November 1943), 2. 
1"6The C11rre11t Saure. May 20, 1944. 
167 UJ11isiu110 State Normal Quarterly Cmalog. 1942, XXXI (April 1942). 23; Normal Alumni Col· 
u11111s, 111 (April 1943). 8-9. 
1611 Joe Farrar ... Louisiana S1a1c Normal College, Academic und Prof=ional lmprovcmenls," Farrar 
Pa.p::rs, University Archives, A.O., E.P.W.M .L .. N.S .U. 
l6 .Joe Farrar 10 Mary Helen l ladwin, J une 9, 1943, ibid. 
110Northwestem State Cullege Quarterly, Calnlogue Issue, 1945-1946, XXXV (April 1946), 32. 
171 Ibid., Ct.1talog11e ls.we, 1947-1948. XXXVI I (April 1948), J4. 
1721bid., Catologut Issue. 1948- 1949, XXXV II I (April 1949), 37. 
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semester to attend NSC. Again the increase was in board, laundry, and infirmary 
charges. Also for the first time room charges were higher for women than men and 
varied according to dormitory. A male student paid a flat room rate of twenty dol
lars while a woman paid twenty-five dollars for a room in Varnado Hall and twen
ty-two dollars for other dormitories. 173 

Student life and activities were still closely supervised by the college authorities 
in the forties and early fifties. The conduct expected of NSC students was clearly 
enunciated in the Student Handbook when it stated, "It is the earnest wish of the 
administration and f acuity that the students maintain at all times high standards 
of decorum, as well as high standards of scholarship, and the College reserves the 
right at all times to ask for the resignation of any student who fails to conduct him
self in a becoming manner." 174 To encourage proper decorum and scholarship, 
there were study hours, quiet hours, and closing hours for women living in dormito
ries. In 1942 women were allowed date nights according to their classification. 
Senjors were permitted Saturday, Sunday, and two other long (6:30-10:30) date 
nights and two short (6: 15-7:45) date nights a week while freshmen enjoyed only 
Saturday and Sunday long date nights and one short date night. All women stu
dents had to be in their dormitories when they closed at 10:30 p.m. except when 
they were attending formal dances in the Student Center on Saturday nights. Stu
dents couJd not leave the Student Center during a dance or stroll on the campus 
or leave it during or after a dance. Automobile riding was restricted to periods of 
two hours duration between 2:00 p.m. and 6 p.m. and confined to a five-mile radius 
of Natchitoches on paved highways. Women students had to "sign out" when leav
ing the campus, attending njgbt campus activities, going on a date night, or leaving 
for a weekend. No woman student was permitted to spend a night in town. 175Peo
alties for violating the college's regulations included PLAIN or LIMITED cam
pus and ABSOLUTE or STRICT campus. LIMITED campus confined a girl to 
campus but allowed her to participate in social functions, go to the Student Center, 
and receive callers in the social rooms. STRICT campus also confined a woman 
student to campus but it prohibited her from attending college functions except 
those covered by the student activity fee and receiving callers. A serious infraction 
oftbe rules, such as staying out of a dormitory all night. resuJted in dismissal from 
the college. 176 

The women students, as could be expected, considered the college regulations 
unreasonable and periodically protested them. In l 941 the freshman girls listed 
twenty-three regulations they disliked and nineteen rules they wanted put into 
effect. 177 The next year the Student Council recommended changes, principally 
liberalizing date nights.178 Because of the student complaints or for other reasons, 

17JJbid., Cataloguelssue, /95().../951. XL (April 1951 ). J3. 
174 L.S.N.C. S111der11 Handbook. J 942. 27; Nor1hwestem CoJ/ege, S111dent Handbook. 1947. 24. 
115L.S.N.C St1Jde111 Handbook. 1942. 28-34. 
176Ibid .. 34-35: SIUdem Handbook of Northwl!stem State College of louisia,w. 1946, 66. 
177 The Current Saucl!. May 5. l 941. 
178Jbid .. October 2. 1942. 
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by 1944 the social regulations for women had been liberalized slightly. The closing 
hour for residence halls was extended to l l p.m. on Saturday nights and Fridays 
nights were made Jong date nights for all women students. 179 Men students did not 
protest the college regulations as much as women since the rules governing them 
were not as strict: only freshmen had to observe a closing time, and study and quiet 
hours in men's dormitories were less restrictive. 180 

When a student committed a serious infractjon of college regulations, the Disci
pline Committee heard his case and decided on the penalty to be imposed. For 
example, in 1941 the commjttee voted to suspend indefinitely a male student and 
two women students for leaving Natchitoches on two occasions and not returning 
until after midnight. President Farrar upheld the committee's decision but 
allowed the young man to return to NSC after only a week's suspension because 
he felt that he had fallen in with "bad company." 181 In 1948 a couple was found 
by the night watchman in a cotton patch just west of the railroad tool shed about 
nine o'clock at night. Both students were asked to resign which they did. 182 

Although the instances of serious violations of the college regulations were few, 
student conduct sometimes worried NSC presidents. President Farrar. who served 
during the war and immediate post-war years, tried to surpress some of the new 
fads among students. In 1942 he spoke out against the growing practice of male 
students wearing hats in classrooms and auditoriums and condemned drinkjng 
among Normal students. 183 Afler the war, he observed that "the conduct of a few 
students on the campus has degenerated to or below the level of the conduct of 
some of our students in pre-war days:' He condemned the practice of men and 
women students riding each other ''piggy back'' as they left campus and the habit 
of couples strolling on campus and downtown "with their arms around each other. 
While this level of conduct may be aU right in some places and with some people 
... it is not desirable and should not be permitted on a college campus and especial
ly this one,'' he observed. 184 In 1946 President Farrar urged the deans of men and 

119 louisiana State Normal College. Stude11t Handbook. 1944-1945. 39-40. 
180 L.S.N. C. Student Handbook, 1942, 45-4 7. 
181farrar Papers. University Archives. A.D .• E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. . . . 
182Uncatalogucd Presidential Papers, July I. 1947-June 30. 1948. Uo,verstly Archives. A.D .. 
E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U. 
ISJJoe Farrar to Instructional Staff, January 7, 1942, Farrar Papers. University Archives, A.D .. 
E.P.W.M.L.. N .S.U.: Joe Farrar to Mrs. J.F. Lout, December 18, 1943. ibid. 
184Jc,e Farrar 10 Deans Berry and Prather, March 25, 1946, Uncatalogued Presidential Papers. June 
I, 1945-June 30, 1946. University Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L .• N.S.U. 
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women lo lake strong disciplinary aclion against students who were drinking at 
football games, and the next year he again censored "public demonstration of 
affection between the sexes·• on campus. 185 The NSC president obviously had dif
ficulty accepting the changing mores of the J 940s. 

By the end of President Prather's administration in 1954 Northwestern State 
College was exerting a "wider field of innuence" in Louisiana education than it 
had earlier as a normal college. It was now a regional college composed of four 
schools-Arts and Sciences, Applied Arts and Sciences, Education, and Nursing. 
ln the School of Arts and Sciences lhere were twenty-two curricula leading to a 
baccalaureate degree and five pre-professional programs. The School of Applied 
Arts and Sciences offered seven degree curricula and one two-year program. Since 
teacher training was still a primary function of the institution, the School of Edu
cation offered the largest number of curricula, twenty-five, leading to the bacca
laureate degree. The newest school. Nursing, had two curricula - a degree pro
gram and a diploma program. In addition to the varied curricula, NSC had a 
campus consisting of 766 acres and more than fifty buildings. Its student enroll
ment, which had been a problem in the forties and early fifties, was predicted to 
increase dramatically in the next two decades. 186 Everything was in place for NSC 
to enjoy the greatest period of growth in its history in the next twenty years. 

185 Joe F:irrarto Dean)of Men and Women, November 2. 1946, ibid., July I. 1946-JuneJO. 1947, Uni
versity Archives, A.D., E.P.W.M.L.. N.S.U.; ibid .. April 23. 1947. 
186tt. Lee Pralher to Dr. Clark L. Barrow, February 18. 1954, ibid., 1950-1952, University Archives, 
A.D .. E.P W.M.L., N.S.U. 
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Chapter VII 

"ANEW ERA" 

Ln the late fifties, sixties, and early seventies, the Natchitoches institution 
enjoyed "a new era" of growth unparalleled in its past history. Modern adminis
trative, academic, athletic, and dormitory buildings were erected among the older 
structures and in a new area west of the old campus. Curricula continued to diver
sify, especially with the establishment of a Graduate School in 1954. Beginning 
with a master's program, the ftrst offered by a college under the jurisdiction of the 
State Board of Education, the graduate offerings soon expanded to include the 
Specialist in Education degree and in 1967 the Doctor of Education degree and 
Doctor of Philosophy degree in education. In recognition of its expanded curricula, 
public service, and research endeavors, Northwestern State College of Louisiana 
became Northwestern State University of Louisiana in 1970. More importantly, 
student enrollment rose dramatically, especially during the decade of the sixties. 
As with other educational institutions, much of the increase was due to the baby 
boom of that decade; some, however, was due to the renewed vitality of Northwest
ern. From I 954 to 1978, two presidents directed the destiny of the institution. The 
cycle of short-tenured presidents ended with the appointment of John S. Kyser in 
May 1954. Dr. Kyser served the college until August 1966 when Arnold R. Kilpat
rick was named acting president. Dr. Kilpatrick then held the presidential position 
until his retirement in January 1978. Both presidents had enough years in office 
to engage in long-term institutional planning and, more significantly, direct those 
plans to fruition. T hey enjoyed the luxury of presiding over an educational instilu
tion during its years of prosperity and growth - a dream of every administrator 
but a realization of few. 

When John Schnebly Kyser was named president of NSC, May 15, 1954, by the 
State Board of Education he was well-known at the college. He bad already spent 
thirty-one years on the Natchitoches campus as professor and department head. 
Born September 18, 1900, to John Hamilton and Elizabeth (Shuman) Kyser on 
a farm near El Paso, lllinois, young Kyser attended the elementary and high 
schools of bis small hometown. After high school graduation, he attempted to join 
the U.S. Navy during World War I, but was rejected because of his youth. In the 
summer of 1918, he entered the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor to study 
engineering. The following October, after having been refused enrollment in the 
ROTC because he had not yet reached the age of eighteen, John Kyser resigned 
from the university to join the Army Air Corps. The war ended just about the time 
he completed his physical examinations, so he returned to the University of Michi
gan in February l 919 to continue his studies. Having decided on a broad general 
education instead of engineering, be enrolled in tbe College of Arts and Sciences 
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where he chose a "triangular concentration on economics, geography, and histo
ry."1 rn 1921 he received an AB. degree from the University of Michigan. He later 
spent two years, 1922-1923, and the summer of 1926 in graduate study at the Uni
versity of Chicago, six months al the University of California at Berkeley in 1929, 
the summer of 1936 at the University of Heidelberg (Germany), and one year of 
study. research, and teaching at Louisiana State Unjversity in 1936-1937. That 
year he received the Ph.D. degree from LS U. 2 

While studying at the University of Chicago he met Edward Guardia, a member 
of the Louisiana State Normal College faculty, who invited him to teach summer 
school at the Natchitoches school. Accepting the offer, Kyser journeyed to the lit
tle Southern town of Natchitoches where he would spend the rest of his life. Join
ing the faculty as an instructor in June 1923, he rose through all academic ranks 
to full professor and in 1935 was named head of the Department of Social Sci
ences, a position which he held until 1954 when be was appointed president. Dur
ing his thirty-one years in the classroom, Professor Kyser taught more than ten 
thousand students in geography, European history, economics, and international 
relations. Innovative in nature, he organized and taught the college's first audio
visual course and organized the first Louisiana Study Tour in 1935. A photogra
pher of note, he made rus own slides and movies for his classes. A strong proponent 
of general education. he created an introductory course in Social Studies for fresh
men which was taught to several thousand NSC students. In addition to his on
campus activities, John Kyser was an outstanding speaker and distinguished 
scholar who held the presidencies of several academic organizations including the 
Louisiana College Conference and the Louisiana Historical Association and the 
chairmanships of others such as the Southwestern Division, Association of Ameri
can Geographers and the Geography Section, Southwestern Social Science Asso
ciation.3 

Dr. Kyser's appointment was well received by the press and people of Natchito
ches and Northwest Louisiana in general. In a prepared statement to the people 
of Natchitoches, the new president pledged to .. give my unstinted effort to use 
whatever l may have of talent and experience for the greater good of our college 
and community." Noting that his community and educational service had always 
been a team effort with his wife, Thelma Zelenka Kyser who was a noted educator 
in her own right, he concluded by emphasizing "the fact that the campus and the 
President's home will be places where there will be no lapse in our old-time wel
come."4 Describing Dr. Kyser as "a well-known Natchitochean" and an "eminent 

I 
Who's Who in America. 34 ( 1966-1967), 1200; Supplemental Information regarding tbe personal 

background of Dr. John S. Kyser, January 19, 1954, in possession of Mrs. Thelma Kyser; Mrs. Thelma 
Kyser to Marietta LeBrcton, September 23. 1984, in possession of author. 
2
Personal data, John S. Kyser, Ph.D., November. 1967, in possession of Mrs. Thelma Kyser; The Cur

rent Sauce, April I 0, 1954; The Natchitoches Enterprise. April 9, 1954. 
3
Thclma Kyser. KNOC Spotlighl interview, October 2, 1984; Alumni Columns. XXXV (Fall, 1975). 

4; Personal da1a. John S. Kyser, Ph.D., November, 1967, in possession of Mrs. Thelma Kvser. 
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educator," The Natchitoches Enterprise stressed rus past service to the town and 
college.s The Natchitoches Times also emphasized Lhe Kysers' role in civic and 
educational affafrs and promised the community's support in improving the local 
college.6 Several newspaper editorials noted that NSC was no longer the "political 
football" of the state's educational system. One editorial, "NSC Moves Forward," 
declared "The institution now seems to beon a more even keel than for many years. 
Peace and progress have replaced turmoil and threatened retrogression. May it 
always be that way."7 

The most notable achievement of President Kyser's administration came -a few 
months after he took office. In lhe summer of 1954 Representatives Curtis Booz
man and Monnie Cheves introduced bill no. 343 into the legislature which autho
rized Northwestern State College to confer the master's degree in education. The 
bill passed the House by a vote of seventy-five to thirteen and the Senate by lhirty
three to one; wilh the signature of Governor Robert F. Kennon it became Act No. 
8 J of 1954.8 The legislation resulted from a demand for a graduate program at 
NSC which preceded World War II. In the late 1930s a group of parish superin
tendents inititated action to obtain a master's of education degree in north Louisi
ana. At that time LSU was the only stated-supported institution offering a gradu
ate degree to teachers who wanted to improve their education. In 1939 a motion 
to establish graduate work at NSC was introduced at a State Board meeting but 
it was tabled. After the war north Louisiana educators renewed their effort 
because of several changes in public education. First, state teacher certification 
beginning in I 943 required a bachelor's degree as a minimum level for lhe stan
dard teaching certificate. Second, a uniform standard pay scale was adopted in 
1948 which provided increments of pay beyond the two-year level. A teacher with 
a bachelor's degree almost doubled her salary and one with a master's degree 
received additional pay. The new pay scale made it financially beneficial for a 
teacher to pursue a graduate degree. About the same time Louisiana changed from 
an eleven-year to a twelve-year school system, thus requiring additional teachers 
with better preparation. Because of these innovations, the demand for graduate 
work in education became so great that many north Louisiana teachers pursued 
advanced degrees in Texas, Mississippi, and other neighboring states. School 
superintendents, principals, and teachers, supported by public opinion, felt it 
would be better for Louisiana school personnel to seek advanced degrees at NSC. 
the state's traditional teachers' college, rather than out-of-state. As a result of this 
widespread feeling in north Louisiana, Representatives Boozman and Cheves and 
Senator Sylvan Friedman initiated the 1954 legislation directing the State Board 

Srhe /lla1chitoches Enterprise. April 9, 1954. 
6The Natchitoches Times, April 9, 1954. . . 
?Newspaper editorial, n.d., Vertical File, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, 
Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
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of Education to take the necessary steps to establish a graduate school of education 
at NSC.9 After intensive study and planning by an advisory council (later the 
Graduate CounciJ), the college authorHies presented a proposed graduate pro
gram to the State Board of Education for i-ts approval. On November J 9 1954 the 
Board tenta~ively approved the new program and the appointment of; grad~ate 
dean, effective December 1. Dr. Leo T. Allbritten, Dean of the School of Educa
tion for the last one and a half years, was named the first graduate dean while Dr. 
John A. Jones, Director of Teacher Training, replaced Dr. Allbritten as Dean of 
~he School of Education. 10 In the spring 1955, semester the first students enrolled 
m the new school; 152 young men and women registered for graduate courses. 
Dean Allbritten predicted that in the approaching summer semester the figure 
wou.ld rise to between three hundred and five hundred graduate students.'' 

S1~ce NSC_ had both a new president and a new graduate school, a two-day cele
bration marking the formal investiture of the one and the formal opening of the 
other was held. (n the afternoon of April I, 1955, The Graduate School was offi
cially opened with appropriate ceremonies presided over by Dean Allbritten. Dr. 
John A. Jones presented a paper entitled "Teacher Education at Northwestern" 
before ~he main address, "The Widening Road Ahead," by Dr. T.M. Stinnett, 
Exe~ut1veSecretary of the National Commission On Teacher Education and Pro
fess1onaJ Standards of Washington, D.C. 12That night the college hosted an inau
gural banquet for official delegates to the ceremonies and the institution's faculty. 
Dr. George!· Walker, ~ean of Administration and Dean of the School of Applied 
ArlS and Sc1e_nces, presided and Dr. Roger P. McCutcheon, Director, Program for 
the Pre~arat1on of College Teachers, Vanderbilt Uojversity, spoke on "Some 
Trends ID Graduate Education." 13 

T~e foll.owing rn~rning, Aprii 2, 1955, John S. Kyser became the first president 
offic1aJly 1Dvested tn formal ceremonies, an occasion which one observer called 
"the greatest event ever staged on the campus of the college." 14 After a formal aca
demi~ processio~ of fac~ly, participants, and official delegates, the inaugural cer
emo~~es began ID the Fine Arts Auditorium. Sixty-seven delegates from every 
Lou1s1ana college, private universities such as Harvard, Emory, and Rice, and 

9~ean Leo T. Allbritten, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 16, 1984. Dr. All
bnl!en served as Dean of the Graduate School for twenty-one years until his retirement in 1975. His 
d~1cated work was largely responsible for the success of the graduate program. When Dean Allbritten 
reured, Dr. Thomas Paul Southerland became Dean of the Graduate School and Dr. Robert Alost 
replaced Southerland as Dean of the College of Education. 
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0fftcia/ Proceedings of Stale Boord of Education, November 19, J 954, Bulletin 801 (Shelby M 
Jackson, I 954), 5; Alumni Columns. XIV (December 1954), 1-2 · : ! Alumni Columns, XIV (February 1955), I. . 

Northwestern State College of Louisiana, lnougurorion of John Schnebly Kyser as President of the 
College and Forma( Opening of rhe Graduate School, April I and 2, 1955, 9-29, 73; cited hereafter 
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13NSC, lnaug11ra1ion of Kyser. 31-39, 74. 
140tis R. Crew, "History of Northwestern Stale CoUcge" (typewrillen), 85. 
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state universities such as Michigan, North Carolina. and Virginia, participated in 
the ceremonies. Other delegates represented learned and professional organiza
tions such as the American Chemical Society, the National Education Associa
tion, and the Association of American Geographers. Thirty-two additional col
leges and universities who were unable to have delegates present sent their 
greetings to the new NSC president. The keynote address, "The College in Educa
tion Today," was presented by Dr. Doak Sheridan Campbell, president of Florida 
State University. After appropriate salutations to President Kyser from represen
tatives of the students, alumni, faculty, and the State of Louisiana, Joseph J. 
Davies, Jr., president of the State Board of Education, officially installed John 
Kyser. 15 In bis inaugural address, President Kyser, while recognizing the past 
achievements of the old Normal School, stressed the need for the modern college 
to offer new specialized technical programs. "On the college campus, the key ... 
is mutual respect for different kinds of accomplishment when built upon a founda
tion in which the curricular bricks have a mortar of common interest." At the same 
time he balanced the new practical education with the need for a well-rounded lib
eral arts foundation for all students when he proclaimed, "The world is full of well
trained but poorly educated people." AnaJyzing the college's role in preparing the 
"educated person," he declared" A college curriculum that does not provide youth 
with at least exposure to the intellectual attainments and enduring values of our 
human kind does not deserve the label of higher education.'' Referring lo the 
unfortunate conflict between pedagogy and learning that had marred professional 
education in recent years, Dr. Kyser pledged that "we here at Northwestern State 
College will do our utmost to achieve a vital blending of learning and method."16 

The morning inaugural ceremonies were followed by a luncheon for official dele
gates and faculty which terminated the two-day celebration. Throughout the two 
event-filled days academics had been foremost and this would carry over into the 
new president's administration. 

In May l 956 the first seventeen students were awarded master's degrees from 
NSC and by the summer graduation of 1957 the number rose to one hundredgrad
uales.17 At that time the college was only authorized to grant the Master of Arts 
in Education in the fields of English, music, social science, and speech; the Master 
of Science in Education in the fields of biological science, business, health and 
physical education, home economics, industrial education, mathematics, and 
physical science; and the Master of Education to majors in education. 18 From the 

15NSC. Inauguration of Kyser, 43-59, 76-81. 
l6Jbid., 61-68. 
17 Alumni Columns, xv (May 1956), I; ibid., XVll (September 1957), I. 
18 John S. Kyser to Members of the State Board of Eduction enclosing "Proposed Modification of Pro
grams For the Master of Arts and Master of Science Degrees," January 20, 1958, John S. Kyser 
Papers, University Archives, Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library, Northwestern 
Stale University, Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
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beginning Lhe goal of the graduate program in education was to improve instruc
tion in Lhe public schools. The Graduate Council felt that to improve classroom 
instruction the teacher needed two things: a greater breadth of subject matter 
knowledge and a better ability to instruct students at the adolescent age level. As 
a result, NSC offered a well-balanaced program of both subject matter and educa
tional courses to classroom teachers. A teacher pursued twelve hours in education 
courses, twelve hours in subject matter courses. and six additional hours in either 
area, split between the Lwo, or in writing a thesis. In reality, the program allowed 
a teacher to major either in education or a subject matter area. A high school 
teacher had to pursue a subject matter concentration since the collegedjd not offer 
initially a degree in secondary education. 19 The soundness of the graduate pro
gram was recognized by appropriate accrediting agencies, such as the American 
Association of Colleges of Teacher Education, theSouthern Association, and later 
NCATE, which approved them. Within the state the master's programs in educa
tion were so well received by teachers that NSC had more master's students in edu
cation than LSU when only the two institutions were offering the degrees. Anolher 
indication of the outstanding quality of NSC's graduate educational programs 
was the demand for NSC personnel to serve as consultants to other colleges estab
lishing graduate study. Never satisfied with the status quo, President Kyser and 
Dean Allbritten attended numerous meetings throughout the nation seeking ideas 
to improve NSC's program and brought outstanding educators to the campus to 
strengthen the program. 20 The total commitment of both men coupled with an aca
demically sound program gained national recognition. 

One result of the popular educational graduate program was a proliferation of 
graduate degrees. From 1954 Lo 1957 there was such a heavy demand for graduate 
work in theacademicdisciplines by secondary teachers that participating academ
ic departments developed a graduate faculty qualified to offer master's degrees 
outside of education. No additional faculty was required to offer master's degrees 
in arts and sciences. The obvious success of the graduate program in education and 
the presence of a qualified graduate faculty convinced President Kyser to seek the 
State Board's approval for master's degrees in fields outside of education. On 
December 17, 195 7, the State Board approved the college's request21 and NSC 
began granting the Master of Arts degree in English, geography, history, social 
sciences, and speech, and the Master of Science degree in bacteriology, botany, 
chemistry, mathematics, and zoology.22 tn l 963 the program expanded to include 
the master's of business administration. 23 

19
0

Dean Leo T . Allbritten, interview with author, Natchitoches. Lou_isiana October 16 1984. 
2 Ibid. ' ' 
21Shelby M. Jackson to John S. Kyser, December 26, 1957, Kyser Papers. University Archives, A.O .. 
E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
22 John A. Kyser to Members of State Board of Education enclosing "Proposed Modification of Pro
Jrams For the Mast~r of A_ns an_d Ma~ler of Science Degrees; · January 20. J 958, ibid. 

3Dean Leo T. Allbntten, interview with author. Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 16, 1984. 
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President Kyser was only partially successful in seeking authorization for new 
undergraduate programs from the State Board . At the same Lime he requested the 
new graduate progarms, he sought authorization to inaugurate selected under
graduate programs in engineering. Pointing out that NSC had been requesting 
engineering programs for some twenty years and that modern socieLy demanded 
Larger numbers of technically trained people, Dr. Kyser argued that NSC was 
already offering pre-engineering work and bad an outstanding Department of 
Industrial Education.24 His arguments were not heeded and NSC did not receive 
an engineering program. On Lhe other band, President Kyser did obtain approval 
of a special education program in 195525 and a wildlife management curriculum 
aod a separate department of bacteriology in 1960.26 

Academics were emphasized during the Kyser years in ways other than new or 
ex.panded programs. Early in 1960 the Northwestern State College Foundation 
was established "to promote the educational and general welfare of Northwestern 
State CoUege; to afford financial assistance to students, sponsor research, and 
advanced study; to solicit, receive, and administer contributions which will be 
employed toward the benefit of the College, its faculty, and its students; and to 
interpret the aims, objectives, and needs of the College." C.0. Holland of Minden 
served as the first president of the foundation which immediately began a fund 
drive. 27 At the same time alumni chapters were established in all major cities of 
Louisiana, some of the smaller towns, and some out-of-state cities.28 

On the campus academics were supported by the creation of the Louisiana 
Studies Institute and the introduction of closed circuit television for teaching. Jn 
1961 the Louisiana Studies institute, the idea of Yvonne Phillips, head of the 
Social Science Department, was founded to foster research and publication of 
studies "that contribute to a greater knowledge and appreciation of the Louisiana 
scene." Among the projects envisioned by the institute were the publication of an 
official journal, Louisiana Studies. the writing of original histories and studies. 
and the collection of manuscripts, documents, photographs, taped interviews, and 
other materials dealing with Louisiana. Dr. George A. Stokes, professor of geogra
phy and geology, was appointed director of the institute.29 The first issues of Loui
siana Studies were well received and the institute q uiclcly began a second project, 
a photographic collection, which evolved into one of the finest of its kind in the 
state. 30 Yet another first in academic support was the introduction of closed circuit 

24 John S. Kyser to Members of State Board of Edu_cation, January 20, 1958, Kyser Papers. University 
Archives, A.O .• E.P.W.M.L .• N.S.U. 
250jficial Proceedings of State Board of Education, August 29, 1955, Bulletin 816 (Shelby M. Jack-
son, 1955), 9-10. 
26Jbid., July 29, 1960, Bulletin 922 {Shelby M. Jackson, 1960). 5. 38. 
27 Alumni Columns. XX (September 1960), 4; ibid., XXI (January 1962), I. 
28tbid., 1960-1963. 
29rhe Natchitoches Enterprise, December 28, 1962; Alumni Columns. XXI (January 1962), 4. 
301bid., XXII (January 1963), 3. 
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television for teaching at NSC. The college's pioneer television instructional pro
gram, especially English courses taught by Ora WiJliams, was the first use of the 
electronic media in teaching at any institution of higher education in Louisiana.31 

With the introduction of graduate studies and other innovative programs, 
enrollment at NSC began to climb. Increasing from 1,688 to 5,203 students during 
the Kyser years, the enlarged student body put a strain on the physical facilities 
of the college. To relieve overcrowding, President Kyser secured more than $19 
million for new instructional buildings and housing units. 32 At times he fought bit
terly for appropriations and was frustrated when he failed. In 1955, for example, 
he wrote an angry letter to Governor Robert Kennon who had vetoed the capital 
outlay proposals for Northwestern and Southeastern colleges. Emphasizing the 
needs of the college and expressing the opinion that the governor had received "un
informed or prejudiced" counsel, the NSC president concluded," ... it is soul sear
ing lo see the effect on an institution which is beginning to have new life after years 
of neglect and inaction. Nothing much worse than the selective veto could have 
happened to us at this time. I beseech you to veto the veto."33 

Despite disappointments such as the governor's veto, President Kyser was suc
cessful in expanding the college's physical plant. Ln the summer of 1955 construc
tion began on a men's dormitory to house 254 students. Considering that no cam
pus housing had been erected since 1945 and that the fall enrollment of 1955 
increased 30.5 percent over the previous fall, the need for additional dormitory 
space was pressing. The new dormitory, Prudhomme Hall, was opened in the fall 
of 1956 and immediately filled to capacity.34 Ln 1957 Russell Library was under
going expansion and renovation, a new biology building was under construction, 
and rooms accommodating forty-five men were being readied in the football stadi
um.35 Yet with the exception of the new dorm and biology building, these were 
temporary stopgap measures to meet immediate needs; they would not sustain a 
continued growth of the college. 

President Kyser recognized the permanent needs of the college and in 1956 esti
mated that NSC required $9,975,000 in capital outlay for the construction and 
renovation of buildings. Among the new structures be proposed were an adminis
tration building, agricu1tu.re coliseum, dormitories for men and women, educa
tional, recreational, and dormitory buildings for nursing students, a museum 
building, nursery school building, social sciences building, and a special education 
building. He also recommended that almost every other major building on campus 

31tbid., XXIJ (December 1962), 2; XXIV (March 1965), 2. 
l2tbid., XXXV (Fall, 1975), 4. 
33 

John S. Kyser to Governor Robert F. Kennon, June 13, 1955, Kyser Papers, University Archives, 
A.O., E.P.W.M.L., N.S.U. 
34

Alumnl Columns, XV (September 1955), I; ibid., XV (October 1955), I; Official Proceedings of 
State Board of Education. February 3, 1956, Bulletin 821 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1956), 16. 35 Alumni Columns, XVII (September 1957). I. 
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be renovated and/ or expanded. 36 Four years later. in 1960, President Kyser again 
list~ the capital outlay needs of NSC totaling $4,950,000 and including men's 
housing, student center, coliseum, administration~classroom building, new ele
mentary school, and a dormitory building for nursing students at Baton Rouge. 
His estimate again included major repairs to existing buiJdings.37 Meanwhile the 
college's enrollment continued lo spiral upward with an increase of 43 percent 
between the fall semester of 1957 and the fall semester of 1961.38 By 1963 Presi
dent Kyser estimated the capital outlay needs of NSC at $8.5 million for a general 
classroom building, library, agriculture building, teacher education-psychology 
building, women's physical education facility. and extensions to Wimamson Hall 
and the Industrial Education building.39 

. Although President Kyser was not successful in securing funding for all the cap
ital outlay projects be envisioned, be built much of the modern campus. Among the 
dormitories and dining facilities constructed during his administration were Pru
dhomme Hal~ ( I 956), Natchitoches Hall ( 1958), St. Denis Dining Hall ( 1958), 
West Caspari Hall (1959), Caddo Hall (1961), Louisiana Hall (1963), Bossier 
Hall (1963), Sabine Hall (1966), Rapides Hall (1966), and Iberville Dining Hall 
( 1966). WiJliamson Hall (1958), Prather Coliseum (l 963), Roy Hall (1964), and 
nur~ing faci_lities in Shreveport (1963) were also erected. Other buildings begun 
during President Kyser's administration were completed under President Arnold 
Kilpatrick. Straddling the administrations of the two presidents were Kyser I fall 
( 1968) and the Student Unfon (1966).4° Funding for the new construclion came 
from two principal sources: state appropriations and loans from the Federal Hous
ing and Home Finance Agency. The H.H.P.A. loans were used for the construc
tion of dormitories and dining facilities and were to be paid off with interest from 
revenues from the occupancy of the dormitories.4l This method of financing 
proved sound as long as occupancy of the dormitories remained high but in the 
1970s when dormitory residency dropped drastically due to a State Board ruling 
that undergraduates did not have to live on campus and the loss of students to the 
newly created branches of LSU at Shreveport and Alexandria, repayment of the 
loans and interest became a serious problem for university authorities. 

360fflciaf Proceedings of State Board of Education. April 28. 1956, Bulletin ~18 lShelby M. Jackson, 
1956), 179-90. 
37tbid., May 6, 1960, Bulletin 918 (Shelby M. Jackson, 1960), 23. 
38Northwestern State College. ''lnstitutional Self-Study Report To The Southern Association of Col
lCJ:es and Schools,•· 1964, 42. Cited hereafter as ''Southern Association Report." 
3 Official Proceedings of State Board of Education. December 13. 1963, Bulletin I OJ 8 (Shelby M. 
Jackson, 1963), 245. 
40"Southern Association Report," 1964, 132-33; ibid., 1975, 263-65. Only maJor buildings erected are 
listed. Sabine, Rapides, and Iberville halls actually opened after Dr. Kilpatrick had become president. 
4I Alumni Columns, XVI (January 1957), I: ibid., XIX (November 1959), I; ibid., XIX (February 
1960), I: ibid., XXlV (April 1965). I. Between January 1960and April 1970. thecollege issued bonds 
1n the amount of $12,542,000. "Southern Association Report," t 975, 116. 
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ln the midst of Lhe construction boom and spiraling enrollments, Northwestern 
State College reached another milestone, its diamond jubilee. In 1959 the college 
climaxed seventy· five years of educational service to the peopJe of Louisiana with 
an appropriate celebration. Jubliee week, May 3-9, 1959, was filled with academic 
and entertainment events for students, faculty, friends of the college, and educa
tors from throughout north Louisiana. Among the highlights of the special week 
were a two-day educational conference, unveiling of the Demon's head in front of 
the men's gymnasium, formal opening of the George Williamson Museum in 
Guardia Hall, dedication of Williamson and Natchitoches halls. a jubilee ban
quet, and a pageant, "Through the Columns.'' Most notable among the activities 
were the conference and pageant. The educat iona I conference, featuring a keynote 
address by Dr. John Tyler Caldwell. president of the University of Arkansas. and 
discussion groups on problems of contemporary education, attracted hundreds of 
educational leaders from eighteen north Louisiana parishes to the campus.42 The 
pageant, written by Mrs. Thelma Z. Kyser and directed by Edna West, portrayed 
humorous and serious incidents from the college's past. The cast included over two 
hundred members. mainly students with many in costumes from earlier periods 
and President Kyser, Dean Allbritten and Mrs. Edith Cote, the first student to 
receive a master's degree at NSC, appearing as themselves.43 The weeklong cele
bration was well received and was a fitting tribute to NSCs first three-quarters of 
a century. 

ln 1965 President Kyser reached a milestone in his own career - the age of 
retirement. Having good health and feeling that be had more to contribute to the 
development of the college, he petitioned the State Board of Education to allow 
him to continue as president during the 1966-1967 fiscal year.44 The board grant
ed his request,45 but six months later, in May 1966, President Kyser asked the 
board to modify its decision by granting him a leave of absence with pay from the 
end of the 1966summersessioo to July l, 1967. The board again acquiesced in bis 
request and named Arnold R. Kilpatrick, Dean of the College, acting president 
from August 15, 1966, until July I, 1967, when he would become president.46 [n 

42Northwcstern Sta.l~ Colle~e of Louisi~na, Jubile~ Week Program, May 3-9, 1959: Northwestern 
~tale Col~ege ofLou1s1ana, Diamond Jublit:e Educal1onal Conference Program, Kyser Papers, Univer
sity A~ch1ve$, A.D., E.P.W,M.L., N.S.U.: The Shreveport Times, May 3. 1959, May 8. 1959; The 
Natch,ux:hes Enterprise, May 7, 1959. 
!!The Shreveport Times, May 3, 1959: The Na1chitoches Enterprise, May 7, 1959. 

P_roceedings of State Board of Education, November 20. 1965, Bulletin 1053 (State Board ofEdu
cauon, 1965), 4, 16. 
4Slbid. 
46lbi~.; Ma16, 1966, Bulletin_ I 086 (State Board of Education, 1966). 4, 23·24. On February 26. 1966, 
Dr. K1lpa!nck h:td been appointed Dean of the College effective March JO. 1966, by the State Board 
ofEducation. Ibid .. Fe?~uary 26, 1966, Bulletin 1062 (State Board of Education, 1966), 8. Dean of the 
C~llege was a new pos111on th~I had been created under State Board authorization January 8. 1966. 
Ibid., January 8, 1966, Bulletin 1059 (State Board of Education, 1966), 8. 
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a resolution the State Board recognized Dr. Kyser's "forty-four years of dedicated 
and successful service to the cause of higher education in Louisiana, not only in his 
capacity as a professor, but also as an administrator in Northw~s~ern State <:ot
lege."47 Although John Kyser had a tremendous impact on LoulSlana education 
in general, bis greatest contributions were to Northwestern State College. As a 
professor and department head he touched the lives of thousands of students; as 
president he guided the college to academic excellence in its under_graduate pr~
grams, installation of a graduate school, and expansion of the physical plant. ~1s 
commitment to NSC was total and the college benefited in many ways from havmg 
his services for forty-four years.48 

Arnold Roy Kilpatrick was born August 5, 1920, to Luther Lonnie and Blanche 
(Burkett) Kilpatrick in Eros, Louisiana.49 After attending local elementary and 
high schools, in 1938 Arnold entered Northeast Junior College. In 1941 be trans
ferred to the Louisiana State Normal College where he received a 8.A. degree two 
years later. After graduation Kilpatrick served in the military as an Air Force 
weather observer and forecaster from 1942 to 1946. Upon returning to civilian life 
in 1946, he secured a position as head basketball coach and assistant footbaU coach 
at Jonesboro-Hodge High School in Jonesboro, Louisiana, where the next year he 
also started teaching mathematics and social studies. His ability as a coach was 

47Jbid., May 6, 1966, Bulletin 1086 (State Board of Education, 1~66), 23. , , . 
48 After retiring, John S. Kyser remained in Natchitoches. He continued to be involved ID edueauooal 
organizations and projects and traveled e,nensively with his wife, 1:helma. H7 ?ied July 14, 197 5. 
49Who's Who in America, 36 (1970-71). 1234; leaders in Educatron. Slh ed1uon (1974). 590. 
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recognized when his team won the State Class A basket ball championship in l 950-
19 5 l. 5° Coach Kilpatrick entered higher education with an appointment as assis
tant professor of health and physical education at Northeast Louisiana College in 
1951. He taught mathematics and education and served as athletic director and 
basketball coach at the Monroe institution until 1957. Again he won an outstand
ing coaching honor in 1955 when he was named Coach of the Year by the Louisi
ana Sports Writers Association. Despite his busy coaching and teaching schedule, 
Kilpatrick entered graduate school at Louisiana State University where he earned 
a M.Ed. degree in 1953. Within a few years he left active coaching and concentrat
ed solely on teaching education and psychology at NLC. In 1965 he received the 
Ed.D. degree from LSU and was named chairman of the Department of Elemen
tary and Secondary Education at NLC, a position he held ror one year until his 
appointment as Dean of the College at NSC in February 1966.51 When President 
Kyser took leave he was named acting president, effective August 15, 1966, and 
then president on July 1, 1967. 

In addition to bis coaching awards, Arnold Kilpatrick served as vice-president 
and president of both the Gulf States Conference and the National Association of 
IntercolJegiate Athletics. At various times he was a member of the executive com
mittees of the United States Olympic Committee and the United States Amateur 
Athletic Union. He also represented Louisiana in the American Association of 
State Colleges and Universities and served as chairman of the President's Council 
of Louisiana Colleges and Universities. In both Monroe and Natchitoches Dr. Kil
patrick was active in civic and church affairs. He was named Young Man of the 
Year in J 954 by the Monroe-West Monroe Junior Chamber of Commerce.52 

When Arnold Kilpatrick beca~e the thirteenth president of Northwestern 
State College, he rejected tbe idea of a formal installation. He felt that a president 
should be honored for bis achievements when he left office rather than at the 
beginning of his tenure when no one knew if he would be a good administrator or 
not. 53 Recognizing the fine work of thecoUege throughout the years, the new presi
dent, upon taking office, promised ''to do my utmost to carry on and uphold the tra
ditions of Northwestern State College in trying to provide the best educational 
opportunities possible for the young men and women of this state and nation." "To 
be associated with this fine old institution is a rare privilege," he declared.54 

During the Kilpatrick years, NSC not only maintained its cherished traditions 
but also ventured into the modem world of multifaceted institutions of higher 
learning with new programs designed to meet the immediate needs of the people 

50.·or. Arnold R. Kilpatrick. President Northwestern State University of Louisiana, Biographical 
Sketch," Division of Informational Services, Northwestern State University, n.d. Cited hereafter as 
.. Kilpatrick Sketch;" Who's Who in America. 36 { 1970· 7 l), 1234. 
51"Kilpatrick Sketch." 
52tbid. 
53or. Arnold R. Kilpatrick, interview with aulhor, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 17, 1984. 
54 The Natchitoches Times, August 15. 1966: Alumni'Co/um11s. XXVI (September 1966), I. 
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it served and the state of Louisiana in general. Less than two months after becom
ing acting president, in October 1966, Dr. Kilpatrick asked the State Board of 
Education to approve the establishment of associate degree programs in occupa
tional areas at NSC. At the time the college only had one two-year terminal pro
gram in secretarial administration. The 1966 proposal included new associate 
degrees in merchandising, electronics, drafting, printing, tool and die design, and 
woodworking. Noting that ''the need for trained technicians as well as profession
als is critical for Louisiana's full industrial development" and that "post-high 
school educa lion can no longer be considered a privilege for the few," the NSC pro
posal cited a publication of the American Council on Education which stated that 
403 four-year colleges and universities were already offering occupational curric
ula on a subbaccalau_reate level by 1959. On October 27, 1966, the State Board 
approved the new programs with only one dissenting vote.55 

A few months later, President Kilpatrick again appeared beforetheState Board 
of Education requ_esting approval of another degree program. To serve the needs 
of superintendents, supervisors. and teachers in north Louisiana, the college pro
posed a Specialist in Education degree which included thirty hours of graduate 
work beyond the master's degree. The board approved the new graduate degree 
program on December 9, 1966, and Northwestern became the first state college 
in Louisiana to offer the Specialist in Education degree.56 

The Specialist in Education degree brought additional school personnel back to 
NSC. Many returning educators began to think of going beyond the thirty hours 
of the specialist degree to doctoral work. The demand for doctoral level studies 
grew and in December 1967 the State Board of Education authorized NSC to 
grant an Ed.D. or Ph.D. in education.57 The college proposed a number of Ph.D. 
and Ed.D. programs but ultimately only four doctoral degrees were approved -
the Doctor of Education in elementary education, secondary educatjon, and health 
and physical education and the Doctor of Phllosophy in health and physical educa
tion.58 The new doctoral programs were offered for the first time in the fall of 
196859 and two years later, in the summer of 1970, the first two Ed.D. degrees were 
awarded in secondary education.60 Tbe nationally recognized reputation for excel
lence of NSC's graduate program was the result of President Kyser's original work 
and also of President .l(jJpatrick's strong support during his administration. He 
was personally responsible for obtaining the specialist and doctoral degrees and 
consistently supported the graduate programs to ensure their accreditation.61 The 

SSofjicia/ Proceedings of State Board of Education, October 27, 1966. Bulletin 1079 (Stale Board of 
Educallon, 1966), 8, 183-91. 
561bid., December 9. 1966, Bulletin 1083 (State Board of Education. 1966), 8. 
571bid .• December 15, l 967, Bulletin 1116 (State Board of Education, 1968), 12. 
58"SouthernAssociation Report." 1975, 321 ;Dean lcoT.Allbritlen, interview with author, Natchito
ches, Louisiana, October J 6, l 984. 
s9 Alumni Columns, XXVll (January 1968), I. 
60rbid .• XXX (September 1970), 2. 
61 Dean Leo T. Allbritten, interview wilh author, Natchitoches. Louisiana, October 16, 1984. 
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academic excellence of the Graduate School also resulted from the dedicated work 
and untiring leadership of Dr. Allbritten who served as dean until hjs retirement 
in 1975. 

One year after the introduction of doctoral degrees at NSC, the institution 
achieved university status. In the summer of I 970 Representative Jimmy Long 
and Senators Sylvan Friedman and Cecil Blair introduced a bill into the state leg
islature to change the name of Northwestern State College to Northwestern State 
University of Louisiana. On June 18, 1970, Governor John McKeithen approved 
Act 3 l giving the eighty-six-year-old institution university status.62 Other state 
colleges also received university designation, but the first bill Governor McKei
then signed was the one pertaining to Northwestern.63 At the time President Kil
patrick felt the institution's new name should be the University of Louisiana 
because in its early years the school had served the entire state as a teachers' col
lege and not simply the northwestern region. There had been no regional connota
tion to the college's name until 1944 when it became Northwestern State College. 
President Kilpatrick had new stationery printed with a small "Northwestern 
State" and a large "University of Louisiana" hoping that only the last three words 
would constitute the new name.64 Although his arguments were well-founded, 
Northwestern remained in the name of the new university. The six schools- Edu-

62State of Louisiana, Acts of The legisla1ure. Regular Session, 1970. I, 130. 
63Dr. Arnold R. Kilpatrick, interview with author. Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 17. 1984. 
64(bid. 
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cation, Business, Nursing, Liberal Arts, Science and Technology, and Graduate 
- became colleges within lhe university. In 1970 the College of Basic Studies for 
all first-year students was added to the university structure and thus the new
ly-designated university had six undergraduate colleges and one of the largest 
graduate schools in the state.65 

As NSC expanded its academic offerings and moved toward university status, 
it experienced several administrative reorganizations. When Dr. Kilpatrick 
became acting president in August 1966, his administration consisted of a Dean 
of Administration, Charles F. Thomas who bad replaced Sylvan W. Nelken in that 
position on July l, and the academic deans of tbe five schools - Thomas P. Sou
therland in Education, David C, Townsend in Applied Arts and Sciences, George 
A. Stokes in Arts and Sciences, Etta Anne Hinckerin Nursing, and Leo T. Allbrit
ten in lhe Graduate School. Within the schools were eighteen academic depart
ments. Student affairs were the responsibility of Dudley Fulton, Dean of Students. 
Upon becoming president in 1967, Dr. l(jlpatrick named Dr. Thomas as Dean of 
the College; Dr. Stokes as Dean of Academic Affairs; and Dr. Rene J. Bienvenu, 
Dean of Arts and Sciences. At the same time the academic departments were 
increased from eighteen to twenty-eight by splitting up large departmental units 
such as education, social sciences, physical sciences, and biological sciences into 
smaller academic departments and by the creation of some totally new depart
ments. The increase in departments followed the recommendation of the Southern 
Association. The School of Appliod Arts and Sciences became the School of Busi
ness.66 The next year, 1968, Dr. Thomas became vice-president of academic 
affairs and the School of Arts and Sciences was divided into the School of Liberal 
Arts and the School of Science and Technology.67 In July 1972, reorganization 
continued with the establishment of three additional vice presidencies - a vice
presideot of student affairs, of financial and administrative affairs, and of 
research, planning and federal programs. Richard H. Galloway, E. Loneta 
Graves, and Frank W. Martin, respectively, were appointed to the new posi
tions/ilt 

While NSU was undergoing internal reorganimtion, the entire governance of 
Louisiana's higher education was experiencing a similar process. In 1968 the legis-

65 Alumni Colum11s. XX.X (September 1970), 1. 
66lbid., XXVl ~September 1966), I. Dr. Southerland had been appointed Dean of Education in Octo
ber _1965 followmg the sudden death of Dr. Guy W. Nesom. Nesom had been dean a little over a year 
havmg replaced Dr. J?hn A._Joncs upon his retirement in 1964. Dr. Stokes was appointed Dean of the 
School of Ar~ and Sciences 1n 1963 upon tbe retirement of Dean Clarence E. Dugdale. Dr. Townsend 
was a.lso ~ppotnted Dean of the School of Applied Arts and Sciences and Miss Hincker acting Dean of 
Nursmg tn 1963. Alum11i Colu'!'ns· XXUl (September 1963), 3; ibid., XXUl (May 1964), 4; ibid., 
'?'VII (Sep~ember 1967), 1; 1b1d., XXVIJ (O<:tober 1967), 2; ibid., XXV (September 1965), 1; Offi
c!a/ Proceedings of State Board of Education. October 15, 1965, Bulletin I 052 (State Board of Educa
tion, 1965), 209-14. 
!~Al.umni Columns. XXVIU (Septe~ber 1968), I. 

lbtd .• XXXII (Fall, 1972), I. Dr. Richard H. Galloway, interview witb author Natchitoches Louisi-
ana, November 12, 1984. ' · 
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lature approved and the voters subsequently ratified a constitutional amendment 
creating the Louisiana Coordinating Council for Higher Education. Implemented 
April 3, 1969, the statewide coordinating board's purpose was to ''prevent 'unnec
essary duplicating' in higher education." The State Board of Education and the 
Louisiana State Board of Supervisors maintained their governing functions but 
the Coordinating Council had to approve any new degree program. The Council 
was also empowered to examjne the feasibility of establishing new institutions, 
develop a master plan for higher education, compile information on public higher 
education, and exercise limited budgetary responsibilities.69 In 1974 the two gov
erning boards and the Coordinating Council were replaced by three management 
boards - the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State University, the Board of 
Supervisors of Southern University, and the Board of Trustees for State Colleges 
and Universities - and one coordinating agency, the Board of Regents. The new 
governing structure was established by Article VIII of the 1974 Constitution and 
implemented by Act 313 of the 1975 Louisiana legislature.70 Under the new sys
tem NSU's immediate management board was the Board of Trustees for State 
Colleges and Universities with the Board of Regents exercising planning and coor
dinating responsibilities. The introduction, deletion, or modification of programs, 
changes in administrative units, budgetary requests and other university proposals 
bad to have the approval of both the State Board of Trustees and the Board of 
Regents.71 As Dr. Kilpatrick noted. a president had to spend much of his time rep
resenting his university before both boards, the governor, Division of Administra
tion, and appropriate legislative committees. He felt that his role as spokesman for 
NSU before various governmental agencies was one of his primary duties as presi
denl.72 

During the Kilpatrick years, NSU began expanding its services to areas sur
rounding the university through an .. outreach" program. Education centers were 
opened at Fort Polk and England Air Force Base and the university's Shreveport 
campus was expanded. Off-campus classes, through the Division of Continuing 
Education, were offered in a number of locations such as Alexandria, Jena, Winn
field, Mansfield and Marksville.73 The university's off-campus offerings were so 
well received in the Fort Polk-Leesville area that in 1974 Fort Polk donated a 160-
acre tract of land to NSU for the development of a campus on the base. 74 In June 
1976 the first building, a classroom-administration building, on the Fort Polk 
campus was opened. ln dedicatory ceremonies, President Kilpatrick.declared that 
the traditional university campus "is no longer capable of meeting the11niquechal-

69"'The Master Plan For Higher Education in Louisiana." Louisiana Register. 4 supplement (April 20, 
1978), 136. 
701bid. 
71 tbid., 136-37. 
12or. Arnold R. Kilpatrick, interview with author, Natchitoches. Louisiana, October 17, 1984. 
73 Alumni Columns. XXX1 (January 1972), 2. 
74Jbid., XXXII (Spring, 1974), I. 
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lenges of today" and that "educators at Northwestern respond lo the challenge to 
go where the people are .... "75 

Although NSU was expanding its educational services to the people of Louisi
ana, the College of Nursing was finding it "increasingly difficult to coordinate its 
several campuses throughout the state. Faculty recruitment, curriculum revision, 
and maintenance of clinical facilities became problems on several campuses. In 
1954 the Monroe campus was closed and five years later the Alexandria campus 
was terminated. 76 The consolidation of clinical facilities led to better nursing pro
grams as evidenced by the baccalaureate degree obtaining National League for 
Nursing accreditation in 1959. When Confederate Memorial Medical Center 
(previously Shreveport Charity Hospital) terminated its contract with NSC and 
opened its own diploma facility in 1962 thecontinuanceofNSC's nursing program 
seemed to be in jeopardy. ln reality the loss of CMMC facilities turned out to be 
beneficial since the college built its own facility, which opened in the spring of 
1967, at 1800 Warrington Place in Shreveport.77 Geographic consolidation con
tinued with the closing of the Baton Rouge and Pineville campuses in 1970 and the 
resultant consolidation of all clinical nursing courses on the Shreveport campus.78 

In 1972 the College of Nursing expanded its offerings with the initiation of an 
associate degree program and a master's program. All three programs were locat
ed in Shreveport, two at the Warrington Place campus and the associate program 
a few miles away on King's Highway. [n 1973, Peggy Ledbetter, Dean of the Col
lege of Nursing, moved her office to Shreveport and the consolidation was com
plete. 79 In nursing, consolidation of programs and facilities rather than expansion 
throughout the state enhanced the already existing excellence of NSU's College 
"of Nursing. 

Other unique activities on the Natchitoches campus in the 1970s gained NSU 
recognition in scholarly circles and among the general public. The Southern 
Studies Institute was established during the Kilpatrick years as a successor to the 
old Louisiana Studies lnstitute. The SSI was founded to encourage original 
research and publication of studies focusing on southern history and literature. Its 
quarterly publication, Southern Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal of the 
South, under its director, John M. Price, and advised by an editorial board of inter
nationally recognized experts, has published scholarly articles of high quality from 
writers throughout the nation.80 The Folklife Center, the original idea of Dr. Don
ald Hatley professor of English, began arousing interest in folklife studies, soon 

75lbid., XXXV (Summer, 1976), 2. 
76phyllis Graves, '"College of Nursing: Northwestern State University, 1949-1979,'' (graduate paper, 
University of Alabama in Birmingham, 1979), 6-7, 
77lbid .• 6, 9-10. 
78Ibid., 13. 
791bid., 13-14. The deans of the College of Nursing were Hilda Burnham ( 1952-1962); Etta Anne 
Hincker, 1962- 1968; Frances Pingrey (acting dean, 1968); Peggy Ledbetter ( 1968- ). 
SO Northwestern S101e U11iversi1y of Louisiana General Catalogue 1979- 1980. 31-32; John M. Price. 
interview with author. Natchitoches, Louisiana, November 12. 1984. 
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leading to the establishment of a folkJife f es ti val on campus that bas been a major 
yearly attraction for the university and community.81 In both cases, President Kil
patrick supported another person's idea to the benefit of NSU . 

To many, the most striking accomplishment of the Kilpatrick administration 
was the continued expansion of the university's physical facilities. Dr. Kilpatrick 
was instrumental in obtaining some $25 million for physical expansion, adding the 
Teacher Education Center ( 1969), Post Office ( 1969), Biological Sciences Build
ing ( 1970), Health and Physical Education Majors Building (1970), President's 
Home (1971), Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library (1972), new Athletic Com
plex (1977-78), and the Recreation Complex (1977-78).82 Two of the buildings, 
TEC and Watson Memorial Library, were recognized for their design and func
tional usability.83 Other structures, such as Rapides Hall, Sabine Hall, Iberville 
Dining Hall, and the Student Union were actually built by President Kyser but 
completed and occupied during Dr. Kilpatrick's first semester as acting president. 
The ground was broken for the new arts and sciences building, the largest class
room building in the state at that time, several days before President Kyser left 
office. He had accumulated funding over the years for the building and by break
ing ground when he was still president, the building's plaque bore his name.84 

Some of the university's older buildings such as Agnes Morris, Audubon. Car
ondelet, and Kate Chopin, all women's dormitories, and A, B, C, and D frame 
structures were razed while others such as Caldwell, Fournet, and Williamson 
balls were renovated.85 Unfortunately, one of the original buildings on the old 
quadrangle, Guardia Hall, burned in 196 7. The loss of the building was disastrous 
but so was the destruction of the Williamson Museum and the Louisiana Studies 
lnstitute's photographic collection which it housed.86 Even though architectural 
plans for two new dormitories and a dining haU had been drawn up, President Kil
patrick, despite criticism from some quarters, stopped construction when projec
tions indicated a leveling off of enrollment. Had these structures been built they 
would have been unoccupied and would have added significantly to the bonded 
indebtedness of the university.87 Dr. Kilpatrick was also criticized by some faculty 
members for building a president's home with money they felt could be better 
spent on faculty raises or some other worthwhile project. In reality the President's 
Home was built with revenues from oil and gas deposits on the Nicholls State Uni
versity campus. The funds were dedicated to the construction of presidents' homes 
on state university campuses and could be used for no other purpose. If NSU had 
rejected the funds, they would have gone to Louisiana Tech which was next in line 

81 Dr. Arnold R. Kilpatrick, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 17, 1984. 
82"Southern Association Report," 1975; Dr. Arnold R. Kilpatrick, interview with author, NatchilO· 
ches, Louisiana, October 17, l 984. 
83tbid. 
841bid. 
85tbid. 
86 Alumni Columns, XXV1 (February l 967), I. 
87Dr. Arnold R. Kilpatrick, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October l 7, l 984. 

253 



Northwestern Staie University 

Student Union Christmas Decorn1ions 

for a new president's home. 811 Throughout lhe twenty-four years of the administra
tions of Presidents Kyser and Kilpatrick, the modern NS U campus was developed. 

Jn July 1977 President Kilpatrick announced his retirement effective January 
31, 1978.89 Tbe State Board of Trustees began a search for a successor while 
friends of the retiring president made plans to honor him and bis wife, Juanita, at 
a testimonial dinner. On January 17, 1978, nearly four hundred alumni, students, 
elected officials headed by Governor John McKeithen, and other friends of the 
Kil pa tricks attended the dinner and presented the retiring president with appro
priate gifts.90 President Kilpatrick had presided over the university during one of 
its periods of rapid expansion. The modern campus had been nearly completed, 
off-campus facilities built or expanded, new associate and graduate degrees add
ed, and a new name conferred on the old normal school. The Natchitoches Times 
editorialized upon his retirement, "Kilpatrick has served the university during 
perhaps the most difficult period for higher education in Louisiana and the nation, 
and his dedicated efforts should be appreciated by alumni. students, and friends 
of Northwestern. " 91 

The newspaper's allusion to "the most difficult period for higher education in 
Louisiana and the nation" referred, among other things, to the student protest 
movement that swept the United States in the l 960s and 1970s. The placid decade 
of the 1950s turned into the turbulent era of student involvement in social justice 

88lbid. 
~9The Natchitoches Times. July J J, 1977. 
901bid. , January 8. 1978. January 19, 1978 
91 [bid., August 4. 1977.' 
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activism. Although there was a Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) group 
on campus who threatened to bomb or seize buildings, there was no serious trouble 
at the university. 92 The same was true of in Legra tion - there were no serious racial 
incidents on campus. 93 Yet there was a noticeable lessening of rules governing stu
dent life from the 1950s, through the 1960s, to the 1970s. Northwestern, along 
with colleges and universities throughout the nation, retreated from its in loco 
parentis role in supervising student sociaJ life.94 Theadoption in 1971 of the twen
ty-sixth amendment giving eighteen-year-olds the right to vote further eroded the 
university's authority to regulate student life.95 Jt was, perhaps, student life which 
changed most strikingly during the Kyser-Kilpatrick years. 

The most notable change was in the number of students enrolling at Northwest
ern. The enrollment increased from l,688 to 5,203 during President Kyser's 
administration.96 By l 968 it reached an all-time high of 6,55597 and then began 
dropping. College authorities explained that the decline in undergraduate stu
dents was caused by a decrease in college-age population, the end of the military 
draft, and inClation-all factors which affected college enrollment throughout the 
United States. Additionally, Northwestern's enrollment was affected adversely by 
the granting of four-year status to the LSU branch in Shreveport. Traditionally, 
Caddo Parish had provided about 25 percent of the college's students.98 The 
branches of LSU at Shreveport and Alexandria in particular led to a decrease of 
resident students on Northwestern's campus. 

During the Kyser years, :,;tudent life, was still closely supervised by co.liege 
authorities. Every woman student at NSC was a member of A WS (Associated 

Women Students) and was subject to regulations formulated and administered by 
the Judiciary Board of A WS and the college's administration. With the admoni
tion, "Always remember, whether on the Campus or away, YOU are Northwest
ern and Northwestern wants to be proud of YOU," the Student Handbook 
detailed the regulations for women.99 A student had to "sign out" when leaving 
campus, spending the night in another residence hall or the infirmary, attending 
a picnic, party, dance, outing or trip out of town, and going to any part of the cam-

92or. Arnold R. Kilpauick. interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 17, 1984. 
93ibid. 
94For an excellent analysis of American education in the modern period see Diane Ravitch, The Trou
bled Crusade: American Education. 1945-/980 (New York: Basic Books. Inc., 1983). 
95or. Richard H. Galloway, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, November 12, 1984. 
96 Alumni Columns. XXXV (FaJI, 1975), 4. 
97lbid., XXVTTI (October 1968), 2. The figure used is for lhe fall semester. In lhe l 970s the ~nroUment 
began increasing again. NSU's preliminary fall semester e~rollmenl for 1975 was 6,598 with Lhe _pre
dictions that it would reach seven thousand for the first time when the final figures were compiled. 
These figures, however, included many students registered in off-campus classes. ]bid., XXXV (Fall, 
1975). 7. 
98··southern Assocation Report," 1975, 37. 
99s1uden1 Handbook. /958. Northwestem Stare lollege Bulletin. XLVII (August 1958). 50-62. 
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pus not a part of her daily routine. When she returned to her dorm she bad to "sign 
in.'' Women were allowed evening date nights according to their classification. 
Every student could have an evening date (an engagement extending after 8:00) 
on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights. Sophomores were allowed one additional 
evening date a week, juniors two, seniors three, and graduate students every night 
of the week. Students on the honor roll, except first-semester freshmen, were 
allowed an additional evening date each week. Women were also permitted to 
attend church services one night a week. participate in college-approved activities, 
and to go to the library. The library became extremely popular not only for aca
demic purposes but as a place where female and male students could meet within 
the rules of the college. 100 Juniors and seniors were also allowed a twenty-five min
ute break between 8:00 and 10:00 p.m. on week nights. Women residence balls 
closed at 10:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 11 :00 p.m. on Fridays and Sun
days and 12:00 midnight on Saturdays. Fifteen minutes after closing hour there 
was a house check and fifteen minutes later all lights bad to be out. There was no 
visiting after "lights out" although a student could keep her lights on to study but 
this was not encouraged. 101 Quiet hours were to be observed in women dormitories 
in the afternoon from 1 :00 to 3:00 and "absolute quiet" from 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
Monday through Friday. Telephone calls were strictly limited to five minutes to 
give everyone an equal opportunity to use the telephones which were located in the 
halls of the dorms. After "lights out" no student could make or receive a 
ca11.102 

Each student was responsible for the cleanliness of her room. The Student 
Handbook warned "Rooms should be kept in order at all times - beds carefully 
made, floors clean, waste baskets and ash trays emptied, desk and dresser tops 
neat, mirrors clean, clothes properly cared for, room well-ventilated and orderly 
in appearance.'' 103 Every day the house director inspected the students' rooms at 
10:00 a.m. No cooking was permitted in residence hall although snacks could be 
prepared in the dorm kitchens. No ill student could remain in her room; she had 
to go to the infirmary. In the mid-Kyser years room rates for women residence 
halls ranged from thirty-two dollars to fifty-four dollars a semester_ 104 

College regulations even followed women students outside of the dorms. To eat 
in the dining balls, a woman student had to be fu)]y dressed and no slacks or jeans 
were allowed there. Rolled-up hair was considered inappropriate for work and 
class and for other activities, such as decorating, it bad to be completely covered. 

)()()Ibid., 50·52; Barbara F. Gillis. interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 8, 1984. 
IOIStudentliandbook, 1958, 52,55. 
102Ibid., 55-56; Barbara F. Gillis, interview with author, Natchitoches, Lou.isiana, October 8, 1984. 
I03student Handbook. 1958. 57. 
1041bid., 57, 58; Barbara F. Gillis, interview with au.thor, Natchitoche.s, Louisiana, October 8, 1984; 
Catalogue, 1957-58. Northwestern State College Bulletin, XL Vil (February 1958), 28-29. 
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Shorts were not allowed except for Bermuda shorts in physical education classes 
and at special activities; girls were permjtted to sun-bathe in "No-Man's Land," 

f d 105 "P bl' d. a designated area between Varnado Hall and the reshman orms. u 1c 1s-
playof affection" and "useofi.mproper language" were considered "inappropriate 
conduct."106 

Violation of college regulations by women students resulted in "minor" penal
ties, ''restrictions," and "major" penalties. A "minor" was given for infraction of 
a less important regulation such as failing to "sign in" or "out," returning one or 
two minutes after closing hour, visiting after "lights out," making a telephone call 
lasting more than five minutes, and having an untidy room. No penalty was 
attached to a "minor" but three minors during a semester resulted in a one-night 
"restriction."107 A "restriction" penalty resulted from an accumulation of three 
minors or violation of an important regulation such as talking from a residence hall 
window, wearing short shorts or swimsuits outside of dorms, using improper lan
guage, and signing someone else "in" or ''out." A "restriction" could last one or 
more nights and meant a student had to remain in her room from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 
a.m. each night she was restricted, could not make or receive telephone calls, 
except long distance ones, and could not entertain visitors in her room. 108 A ''ma
jor" penalty was given for violation of a very important regulation and resulted in 
"campus," "strict campus" or a •:recommendation of disciplinary probation." A 
"campused" student could not leave the campus at any time, bad to be in her dorm 
by 6:00 p.m. every evening and could not receive telephone calls after 6:00 p.m. 
except emergency ones. A "strict campus" required that a student remain in her 
room day and night except to attend class, Sunday morning church services, and 
meals. She could not make or receive telephone calls and could not have visitors in 
her room. Each time she left her dorm she had to "sign in" and "out." A student 
who received a "disciplinary probation" penalty bad to be in her dorm by 8:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday but she could have evening dates on Saturday and Sunday 
and could go home on week-ends; she could not have a car on campus. "Majors" 
were given for offenses such as spending the night in town without permission, 
bringing intoxicating liquors into a dorm or giving the appearance of excessive 
drinking, excessive display of affection, and being more than fifteen minutes late 
in returning to the dorm. 109 At this time the college was acting in loco parent;is and 
felt a serious responsibility to protect the well-being of its women students. 

Obviously since the regulation of women students' life had to have a restrictive 
effect on men's activities, the Student Handbook listed very few residence hall 

I05student Han.dbook, /958, 58-59; Barbara F. Gillis, interview with author, Natchitoches. Louisi
ana, October 8, 1984. 
106Student Handbook. /958. 58. 
I071bid., 60. 
108Jbid., 60-61. 
I09Jbid .• 61-62. 
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regulations for men. They were to observe study hours from 8:00 to I 0:00 p.m. 
every night except Saturdays and Sundays and strict quiet during study and sleep 
hours. Their rooms were also to be kept sanitary and no firearms or explosives were 
permitted in the dorms. Men could not have intoxicating liquors in dorms or on 
campus; however, they did not have to sign "out" except when leaving town. Room 
rates for men ranged from thirty-two dollars to fifty-four dollars a semester in the 
mid-Kyser years. 110 

During the Kilpatrick years most of the regulations on student life were gradu
ally eliminated. Women students were no longer required to return to their dorms 
by a specific time; however, they still had to "sign out" but only so the college 
authorities could locate them in case of an emergency. Co-educational dorms were 
introduced to the campus, and, according to President Kilpatrick, there were fewer 
problems in them than in the regular dorms. 111 Fewer students remained on cam
pus on weekends beginning in the fall of 1969 when Saturday classes were elimi
nated by extending Tuesday and Thursday classes to one hour and fifteen minutes 
instead of the traditional fifty minutes. 112 The same year, day-long food service 
was offered to the students.113 To the delight ofNSU students, the unjversity cal
endar was revised in 1972 to complete the first semester before the Christmas holi
day instead of mid-January. 114 Many of the liberal changes were introduced by the 
university authorities during the Kilpatrick years before the students actually 
demanded them. 115 The willingness to recognize changing life styles among stu
dents and modify university regulations accordingly explains, perhaps, the lack of 
serious student protest at NSU during the 1970s. 

Northwestern students enjoyed many organizations and activities during the 
Kyser-Kilpatrick years. For those interested, there were social sororities and fra
ternitfos and more than thirty departmental organizations in 1958. In addition, 
there were several musical groups including the band, chorus, college singers, 
Demonaires, and orchestra. The Purple Jackets and Blue Key continued their ser
vices to the college community while religious organizations served the spiritual 
needs of NSC students.116 By 1974 the number of organizations available to stu
dents rose to ninety. 117 

Northwestern was rich in traditions and customs. Many of these involved 
incoming freshmen. Freshmen boys (dogs) had their hair "removed" during the 

I IOtbid., 63; Catalogue, 1957-58, 28-29. 
111 Dr. Arnold R. Kilpalrick, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana. October 17, 1984; 
Alumni Columns, XXI (January 1972), 2. 
I I 2tbid., XXVIJ (May I 969). I . 
I 131bid., XXIX (October 1969), 2. 
'141bid., XXXJ (February 1972), 2. 
115Dr. Arnold R. Kilpauick. interview wi1h author. Natchitoctes. Louisiana, October 17, 1984. 
I l6Student Handbook, 1958, 37-42. 
117Student Handbook. 1974-/975. Northwestern State University Bulletin, LXllf (August 1974), 
16, 31-44. 
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first three days of classes by upperclassmen who took great pride in ~esign!ng 
unique "hair-dos'' with the ra,or. At the freshman party held during Onentauon 
Week there was an "Ugliest Dog·· and '"Prettiest Girl': contest. Fr:s~rnen boys 
and girls were expected to buy caps and wear them until the State fair gan:ie. If 
NSC won. the} di:.carded them; if the Demons lost they wore the caps unul the 
Christmas holidays. All freshmen were to allend the first home football game 
wearing their frosh caps. To the Freshman Parad~ an? pep rally before the ga1;1e, 
frosh girls were to wear "pigtails in purple and whne nbbon, no mak~-up. cloth1~g 
of clashing colors, short skirts, blouse on backwards and w~ong s1d~ out, mis
matched shoes and GOBS of jewelry" and freshmen boys '"paJamas, tie, belt and 
old shoes (and must be well-decorated with lipstick):'' AL_ the gam~. freshm~n 
formed a pep squad with girls wearing frosh cap, white skirt a~d shirt or _wh:~; 
dress with a purple tic and boy$ fro~h cap, dark trousers, and white spon shirt. 

IIMSwdetll 1/andbuuJ... 195.'o/. 12- 14 
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Other Northwestern traditions involved the student body in general and faculty 
and staff. "Howdy Days" were two days set aside in September to recognize the 
friendliness of the campus. On these days everyone on campus wore name-tags and 
tried to call each person they met by name. "Mom and Dad Day" recognized stu
dents' parents by extending to them a special invitation to visit the campus and 
attend a football game. State Fair game, when Northwestern and Louisiana Tech 
met on the gridiron, was preceded by a week of frenzied activities including pep 
rallies and burning of the Tech bulldog. The State Fair queen and her court, select
ed by the student body, reigned over the festivities which ended with a parade in 
Shreveport followed by the game. A few weeks later Homecoming was celebrated 
with a coffee, parade through town with floats made by student organizations, lun
cheon, football game, and Homecoming dance. Two activities marked Christmas 
time. The Christmas At Home Reception displayed miniature doll scenes designed 
by women in each residence hall. During the reception the women students dressed 
in formals stood by their creations to explain them to the hundreds of appreciative 
visitors. The following week, students, faculty and their families, and others par
ticipated in the all-college Christmas Carol Sing under a large tree in front of 
Varnado Hall. There was also an Honors Day convocation to recognize outstand
ing students both in academics and extracurricular activities and all-college 
dances scheduled throughout the year. 119 During the twenty-four-year 
Kyser-Kilpatrick era some traditions were lost: others changed names; some 
remained the same; and still others were added. "Scalping" freshmen boys, frosh 
caps. "Howdy Days", Christmas at Home Reception, and Christmas Carol Sing 
were dropped. Honors Day was replaced by the Academic Honors Banquet and 
"Mom and Dad Day'' became Parents Day. The State Fair game and homecoming 
remained major university events. New activities were the election of Mr. and 
Miss NSC [NSU) and the Lady of the Bracelet Beauty Pageant. 

Sports were also very popular on the Northwestero campus during the Kyser
Kilpatrick years. Football and basketball were the major spectator sports and the 
Demon teams were successful in both. In l956 Coach Harry "Rags" Turpin, a 
member of the coaching staff since 1926 and head football coach since 1934, 
resigned his coaching position under orders from bis physician. However, he 
remained director of athletics until July I, 1957 .12° Meanwhile, effective Febru
ary, 1957, Jack Clayton was named head football coach and later also replaced 
Turpin as athletic director. Coach Clayton's teams were immediately successful, 
becoming Gulf States Conference Co-champions in 1957 and 1958. Then in 1962, 
Clayton's Demons won their first undisputed GSC football championship. L21 The 

119
Jbid., 14-15: Barbara f. Gillis, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 8. 1984; 

See Lucile M. Hendrick's account "Former Dean Highlights Her Tenure" in theNtuchitoches Times, 
October 4, 1984. 
120Alumni Columns, XVI (November 1956), 2. 
'.
2
.
1 
Ibid., XVI (January 1957), 1; ibid .• XVJJ (December 1957), 2; ibid., XVIII (December 1958), 2: 

1b1d., XXII (November 1962), I. 
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best was still to come; in 1966, his team enjoyed its most successful season int wen
ty-seven years of NSC football. Undefeated through nine games and GSC cham
pions, the Demons earned the top spot in the national ratings of the NAlA, a num
ber four position in the Associated Press poll and a sixth spot ranking in the United 
Press lnternational small college balloting. The Demons were invited to partici
pate in NAlAand NCAA playoffs butthe team voted not to accept the offers since 
all of their players would not be allowed to participate. NCAA regulations forbade 
the use of freshmen and first-year transfer players and the NAIA limited playoff 
squads lo thirty-five. The regulations of both associations would have eliminated 
players who had participated in the season's games. The 1966 Demon team was the 
first to be undefeated since 1939. 122 Shortly after tbe 1966 season, Coach Clayton 
resigned as head foot ball coach but continued as athletic director for another year. 
During his eleven years as head coach, he won or tied for the GSC football champi
onship fourtimes and won the baseball title in 1967. Clayton was theGSC's Coach 
of the Year in football in 1958, 1962 and 1966 and in baseball in 1967.123 Glenn 
Gossett replaced Clayton as football coach in 1967. During his years the Gulf 
States Conference was dissolved and NSC became an independent for several sea
soos.124 When Gossett resigned in 1972 to enter private business, George Doherty 
was appointed to the position. NSU entered the Gulf South Conference where the 
Demons won the championship in 1972 with a 6-0 conference record. Three years 
later Doherty became athletic director and A.L. Williams was named head 
coach. 125 

The basketball team experienced several successful seasons during the Kyser
Kilpatrick years. ln 1952-1953 and 1953-1954 Coach Charles "Red" Thomas's 
team was co-champion of the Gulf States Conference. 126 In 1958 Coach Huey 
Cranford's team again won the GSC co-championship and in 1959-60 emerged as 
GSC champions. 127 rn 1965 Tynes B. Hildebrand replaced the resigned Cranford 
as basketball coach and nine years later led the Demons to the Gulf South Confer
ence championship with an I 1-2 conference record. The Demons also won the con
ference track championship in I 974, thus gaining them the All-Sports Gulf South 
Conference Trophy. 128 NSU excelled in other sports, especially track and field 

1221bid., XXVI (November 1966), 4. President Kilpatrick believ~ the ~nd~ealC? foo~ball team 
affected the large increase in enrollment the nelll year. Dr. Arnold R. Kilpatrick, mterv1ew with author, 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 17, 1984. 
123Alumni Columns, XXVIII (December 1968), 4. 
1241bid., XXVI (December 1966), 4; ibid., XXX (May 1971). 4.. . . 
1251bid., XXXI (April 1972), 4; ibid., XXXJl (Winter, 1972). 2: 1b1d., XX.XIV (Winter. 1975), 8. 
126tbid., XIV (March 1955). 3. 
127Ibid XVII (March 1958), 2; ibid .• XXXlll (Spring, 1974), 4, 
1281bid~ XXIV (March 1965). 4; ibid., XXXllf (Spring, 1974), 4; ibid., XX.XIII (Summer, 1974), 2. 
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and gymnastics. Coach Walter Ledel's tTack team won an unbelievable five con
secutive Gulf S tates Conference championships from 1953 through 1957 and he 
was named ''Coach of the Year" in recognition of coaching five straight champi
onship teams. 129 The Demon gymnastics team under coach John Piscopo and 
Armando Vega was outstanding and won many meets and titles. In 1967 the 
Demons captured both the AAU and NAIA g)·mnastic championships.130 The 
baseball squad, although not as successful as the other spring sports' teams won 
the GSC co-championship in 1957 under coach "Cracker" Brown who be~ame 
"Coach of the Year" and in 1967 won its first outright title under Coach Jack 
Clayton who was also named "Coach of the Year."131 

NSU's emphasis on sports led to its gaining Division J (major college) status in 
the National Collegiate Athletic Association beginning September I, 1976, in all 
sports, .It had been a Division 11 college since joining the NCAA in 1964. To gain 
the maJor status Lhe Demons dropped out of the DivisionJJ Gulf South Conference 
in the summer of 1976 and maintained an independent status until it could join 
another conference. 132 

NSU was known in the sports world not only for its athletic teams but also for 
the location in Prather Coliseum of the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fa~e. The Hall 
of Fame was established at NSU in 1972 with the induction of forty-one of Louisi
ana's ~~atest athletes and coaches. A project of the Louisiana Sports Writers 
Assoc1at10n, each year additional outstanding athletes are named to the Hall of 
Fame and a~~ropri~tely enshrined: 133 .The university has benefited from having 
such a prest1g1ous display of athletic history housed on its campus. 

In commenting on the establishment of the Graduate School in 1954, President 
Kys.er rem~~ked, '_'This marks a new era for our college .... "1 34 It was the first year 
of bis adm1mstrat1on and already exciting things were happening at Northwestern 
and ~h~y w~uld con.tinue to happen during bis twelve years and the twelve-year 
adm1mstra~1?n of bis successor, Arnold R. Kilpatrick. While clinging to its hal
lowed traditions, the Nort hwestern of the 1950s, 60s, and 70s became a modern 
university dedicated to "a new era" of teaching, research, and service. 

:~~Ibid., XVII (September 1957),2-3. 
Ibid., X~ (March 1956), 2: ibid., XVll (September 1957), 2-3; ibid., Xrx (April 1960). l; ibid. 

fXV) (Apnl 1967). 4; ibid .. XXIX (April 1970), 4. ' 

1 
:~ lb!d., XV II (September 1957), 2-3; ibid., XXVl (April 1967), 4. 
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/btd., XXXV (Spring, 1976), 7. 

Ibid., XXXl (February 1972), 4. 
1341bid., XIV (December 1954), l. 
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Chapter VIII 

"Foundation for a Second Century" 

When President Kilpatrick retired in January 1978 there were thirteen aspi
rants who hoped to replace him at the helm of the university even though it was evi
dent that NSU, along with other American colleges and universities, was emerg
ing from its halcyon period of growth. Future NSU presidents would have to deal 
with dropping instead of rising enrollments, unoccupied in place of overcrowded 
buildings, weakened academic standards that infiltrated higher education during 
the troubled decades of the 1960s and 1970s, inadequate financing and rising costs 
of education, increasing competition from neighboring institutions for the shrink
ing number of students, and demoralization of the faculty caused by small or no 
raises, increased teaching loads, and academically unprepared students. 1 On Feb
ruary 1, 1978, D r . Rene J. Bienvenu, J r. assumed the presidencyofNSU and dur
ing his four-year administration became widely known for bis emphasis on aca
demic excellence. On June l, 1982, Dr. Joseph J. Orze succeeded President 
Bienvenu. He, too, stressed «excellence with integrity.'' Even though their goals 
were the same, the two presidents differed significantly in background and meth
ods of reaching academic excellence. 

Rene Joseph Bienvenu, Jr. was born March 19, 1923, in Colfax, Louisiana, to 
Rene Joseph and Corinne (Wells) Bienvenu.2 He .attended Colfax Elementary 
School and graduated in 1939 from Colfax High School. Immediately entering 
Louisiana State University with academic and band scholarships, Rene majored 
in zoology and chemistry. He did not receive his bachelor's degree until 1944 
because illness forced him to drop out one year. After graduation, he served in the 
United States Navy and saw limited action during World War II before entering 
officer training school. While in the navy, he studied at the University of Pennsyl
vania and Cornell University. When the conflict ended Rene returned to LSU to 
begin graduate work in bacteriology; one year later, however, be left the university 
to go to work because he was planning to marry another graduate student, Cather
ine Nelken of Natchitoches. In 1948 he resumed his graduate studies at LSU and 
the following year received a master's degree in bacteriology. 3 For over a year he 
worked in the lab at old Charity Hospital in Shreveport for one hundred fifty dol
lars a month. Then be was offered a position as bacteriologist in NSU's School of 
Nursing which he immediately accepted in 1950. Ten years later he became head 

I for an analysis of some of these educational problems on a national level see Diane Ravitcb, The 
Troubled Decade: American Education, 1945-1980 (New York: Basic Books, 1983). 
2who's Who in America, /980-1981, vol. I, 292. 
3tbid., American Men and Women of Science, The Physical and Biological Sciences. I (A·C), 482; 
The Natchitoches Times. March I 2, 1978. 
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of the college's department of microbiology after receiving the Ph.D. degree from 
the University of Texas in 1957. In 1967 he was named dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences and one year later dean of the newly-formed College of Science and 
Technology- a position which he held until he left NSU briefly in 1977 to become 
ass is ta nt dean of the School of Allied H ea! th a tthe LSU Medical center in Shreve
port. Dr. Bienvenu resigned from the LSU position to accept the presidency of 
NSU in September 1977.4 In addtion Lo completing his doctoral work at the Uni
versity of Texas, he also studied at the Oak Ridge Institute for Nuclear Studies 
and became nationally known for his research and writing, especially on brucello
sis.5 

One of thirteen candidates, Rene Bienvenu was selected president of North
western State University on September 15, 1977, by the Board of Trustees for 
State Colleges and Universities.6 By the time he officially assumed his duties on 
February I, 1978, Dr. Bienvenu had announced his primary goal for the university 
- "to establish Northwestern as an institution recognized for its academic excel
lence. "7 He bad strong support from the community, faculty, and especially the 
students in his bid for the presidency. The North Louisiana press applauded his 
selection in editorials. Describing him as a person with a "rich academic back
ground, administrative experience and personal qualities,'' The Natchitoches 
Times declared that bis appointment would do much "to enhance Nortbwestern's 
sagging scholastic image."8 The Shreveport Times. in an editorial, exclaimed, 
"Evidently scholastic credentials, not politics or personalities, decided the 
issue."9 

Dr. Bienvenu decided to have an official installation. The day's program began 
with a Eucharistic Celebration at the Church of the Immaculate Conception fol· 
lowed by a reception in Watson Memorial Library hosted by the Department 
Heads' Council. During the morning inaugural convocation, attended by visiting 
state dignitaries, representatives of other universities, members of the Board of 
Trustees and the Board of Regents as well as faculty, students, and friends of 
Northwestern, Enoch T. Nix, vice-president of the Board of Trustees, officially 
bestowed the authority of the presidency upon Or. Bienvenu. At noon be was the 
guest of honor at a luncheon in fberville Dining Hall for students, faculty, and vis
iting dignitaries. During the luncheon the students presented him with a swing. 
Earlier President Bienvenu had remarked that be liked the idea of Dr. Robert 
Lynn, President of Louisiana College, who bad a swing placed in the yard of the 
president's home so he could sit and swing with the students and discuss their prob-

4Ibid. 
5Jbid. 
6lbid., September 18, 1977. 
7rbid. 
81bid. 
9 Alumni Columns. XXXV1l (Winter, I 977), 2. 
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terns. The students gave Or. Bienvenu the means, a swing, to fulfill bis pr~mise to 
have a continuing dialogue with them. In the afternoon, Dr. and ·Mrs. Bienvenu 
entertained at an open house in tbe president's home on campus. 10 . 

The main event of the March 8 ceremonies was the inaugural address that Presi
dent Bienvenu delivered at the 17tb annual Honors Banquet. Reaffirming his ded
ication to improving academics at NSU the new president stated, "Emphasis on 
academics is more than a catch-phrase with this administration-more than rhet
oric - more than even a firm principle or ideal. It is a philosophy that is deep!~ 
ingrained in me."11 He continued, "Academics must be th~ very heart of any um
versity. It must be the academic program that pumps the Lifeblood to other. are~s 
of the institution. " 12 When questioned about the future enrollment of the uruvem
ty, Dr. Bienvenu explained that he expected it to increase but that an upturn would 
take time. He felt that a good academic environment would attract good stude~ts 
who in turn would attract more good students. 13 1n regard to the role of athletics 
he declared •· Athletics represents an integral part of a university. It can comple
ment academics. We have an enviable athletic facility here and we must take 
advantage of it. But academics is first, and athletics mu.st be k~p.t in it~ proper per
spective."14 President Bienvenu also announced.th~t his adm~rustratJo~ would be 
student oriented and that he hoped to have a continwng open dialogue with the stu· 

dents. 15 • 
As president of Northwestern State University for f?ur years, Dr. Bienvenu 

made significant admini~trative changes. He. reorga~12ed. the to~ echel?n of 
administration by eliminating two of the four v1ce-pres1d~c1es ~resident_ K1lp~t
rick had established. Only the vice-presidents of Acaderruc Affa1Is and Fmanc1al 
Affairs were retained. Dr. Thomas Paul Southerland was appointed the chief aca
demic officer and Dr. Bennie Barron chieffinancial officer. 16 Additionally, a num· 
ber of new departments were established. Some were totally new; others resulted 
from a division or realignment of existing departments. Among the new depart· 
ments were: mass communications, special education. educational physchology, 
history, and agriculture. The most notable innovation was.the ~reation of a School 
of Creative and Performing Arts as a separate entity. U 01vers1ty College .became 
the College of Basic Studies and Academic Services. To administer satellite cam
puses, President Bienvenu appointed Dr. Roger W. Bes! the first dean an~ provost 
at the NSU-Fort Polk campus and Stanley Gallien director and coord1~ator of 
academic services at the NSU facility a{ England Air Force base.17 Dr. Bienvenu 

tOrhe Natchitoches Times. March 12, 1978. 
II Ibid. 
l2tbid. 
13(bid. 
t4rbid. 
15fbid. 
16tbid. 
I 7News Bu~u Release to Alumni Columns, 1981. 
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was especially proud when the master of science degree in microbiology received 
a commendation of excellence from the Board of Regents. 18 He also felt that the 
adoption of a new general university core for all students was a significant accom
plishment in raising academic standards. l9 

Bayou Folk Museum - Northwestern Staie University Foundation 

The Center for the History of Louisiana Education was developed during Presi
dent Bieovenu's tenure. Designed to preserve documents, photographs, books, and 
artifacts relating to the educational history of Louisiana, the center received legis
lative approval in 1977, but no funds were appropriated for it.20 Dr. Robert Alost, 
Dean of the College of Education, was instrumental in its establishment and 
appointed Mrs. Fern Christensen director of the center. Mrs. Christensen with the 
a_ssistance of Mrs. Carol Wells and John Price began collecting the original mate
nals for the center housed in the TEC building.21 In l 979 Mrs. Maxine Souther
land became director22 and the collection expanded greatly because of her total 

18Ibid. 
19Dr. Rene J. Bienvenu, interview with author, Natchitoch~. Louisiana, March 5, 1982. 
20 Alumni Columns. XXXVII (Winter, 1977), 8; Dr. Thomas Paul Southerland, interview with 
author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 15, 1984. 
21 Alumni Columns. XXXVll (Winter. 1977), 8; Dr. Thomas Paul Southerland, interview with 
author, Natchitoches. Louisiana. October 15, 1984. 
22M rs. Ma:itine Southerland, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 15. 1984. 
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dedication to preserving the educational heritage of Louisiana. Mrs. Southerland 
arranged the donation of a one-room schoolhouse which, when furnished with peri
od educational artifacts, became a landmark on NSU's campus. Unfortunately, 
the Center for the History of Louisiana Education was housed in Caldwell Hall 
which burned on October 18, 1982. Saddened but not discouraged at the loss, Mrs. 
Southerland immediately began collecting materials again and the public's 
response was tremendous. Funded from grants and other sources through the 
years, Mrs. Southerland plans to move the center to the old Women's Gym, one of 
NSU's buildings on the Register of Historic Places, when it is renovated.23 The 
Center for the History of Louisiana Education has added to the academic luster 
of a university which was originally the old state normal school for the training of 
teachers. 

Another academic activity which has improved the scholastic image of NSU 
was the establishment of a university press. With the support of President Bien
venu and especially of Vice-president Southerland who had been interested in 
beginning a press for years, John Price, Mrs. Carol Wells, and Ezra Adams estab
lished the NSU press in 1978. Most of its publications have been financed through 
donations since the university bas provided only a small budget. Yet, under the 
directorship of John Price and a press board, it has produced books of outstanding 
quality on a variety of topics.24 Considering it is one of only two true university 
presses in the state, the establishment of the NSU press was a highwater mark of 
scholastic achievement. 

The new School of Creative and Performing Arts not only created a structure 
for academic programs, but, more importantly, provided cultural exposure to stu
dents and the general public, many of whom never before had the opportunity to 
enjoy the arts. Both President Bienvenu and Vice-president Southerland felt 
strongly that the School of Creative and Performing Arts would have a positive 
effect on the appreciation of the arts in the area. 25 Another cultural attraction of 
the university was the Bayou Folk Museum in Cloutierville which was donated to 
NSU by Mildred McCoy and is now open to the public. President Bienvenu also 
felt that the Lignite Research and Development Institute would have a profound 
effect on the area in the future.26 

NSU's physical plant experienced some changes during the Bienvenu years. 
The construction of the A.A. Fredericks Center for the Creative and Performing 
Arts was the major building project on campus. Planned under President Kilpat
rick, about 60 percent of the building was completed during the Bienvenu years. 
The athletic and recreation complexes, also begun under Dr. Kilpatrick, were fin
ished and other buildings, such as Nesom Natatorium, Caldwell, and Russell Hall, 

23tbid. 
24or. Thomas Paul Southerland, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 15, 1984; 
John M. Price, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 15, 1984. 
25Dr. Thomas Paul Southerland, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 15, 1984; 
Dr. Rene J. Bienvenu, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, March 5, 1982, 
26lbid. 
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were renovated. Land was acquired for a new nursing facility in Shreveport and 
the appearance of the grounds and physical plant in Natchitoches was improved. 
The utility systems of the main campus, under a five-year plan, were expanded to 
serve the university better. A new gate adorned the main entrance of the campus. 
lt was similar to the archway of the older Northwestern State College. President 
Bienvenu felt that the main entrance should blend with the original "Normal 
Hill," the old president's home, and Varnado Hall. "Normal Hill" bad been placed 
on the Register of Historic Places, its acceptance based on the extensive work of 
Dean George A. Stokes. Dr. Bienvenu felt that a modernistic entrance could be 
developed near the library to match the new west campus.27 

President Bienvenu's outstanding achievement both as a teacher and adminis
trator was the good rapport he had with students. He thoroughly enjoyed working 
with young people and at the end of his administration he described NSU students 
as "fantastic, positive-thinking, and non-belligerent." He felt that the quality of 
the student body at Northwestern had improved tremendously because of the 
upgrading of scholastic standards. Not only the quality but also the quantity of 
students improved. That enrollment was on the upswing was due to the upgrading 
of scholastic standards, an active recruitment drive, the Professional Improvement 
Program, and Inside View, the summer orientation program for incoming fresh
men. Equally important, the retention or students improved. Still, President Bien
venu's most serious problem was empty or partially filled dormitories. The revenue 
from dormitories was used to pay off the bonded indebtedness of the university: the 
buildings were not fully utilized because of the small number of resident students 
on campus. By the end of his administration, the systems budget was operating on 
the positive side of the ledger and President Bienvenu hoped that the expected 
location of the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and the Arts on campus would 
further relieve the problem of unused dorms.28 

On July 31, 1980, during the monthly meeting of the Board of Trustees in Baton 
Rouge, President Bienvenu announced his retirement effective January 31, 1981. 
He explained, "On January 31, I will have served for four full years as president 
of Northwestern, and it is my sincere feeling that most of the goals that I estab
lished upon assuming the presidency have been accomplished." He continued, 
"There has been substantial progress in academic and athletic programs and in 
university operations in general. l have been in higher education for 31 years and 
feel that retirement is appropriate at this time to allow me to devote more time to 
my family and other interests."29 Dr. Bienvenu also admitted that bis decision was 
made with "mixed emotions ... I love the institution and the people who are a part 
of it ... faculty, students, administrators, alumni, and friends of the Univer
sity."30 The Board of Trustees immediately appointed a search committee of its 

271bid. 
281bid. 
29NSU News Bureau Release to Alumni Columns, 1981. 
30NSU News Bureau Release, July 31. 1981. 
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membership to choose a new president. Actually President Bienvenu would 
remam in office until June I. 1982. v. hen his successor arrived in Natchitoches 
Certainly President Bienvenu was one of the most popular presidents and was sue~ 
cess.ru.l 111 raising the academic standards of the university and improving its scho
lastic image throughout the state.31 

_The Board ofTru'itees opened a nationwide search for a successor to President 
Bienvenu and on December 18. 1981, selected Dr. Joseph J. Orze, President of 
Worcester State College. from among sixty-six candidates. Joe Orze was born 
December 11, 1932, lo John Paul and Veronica Marie (Kolcun) Orzebowski in 
E~eter, Pennsylvania.32 By the time Joe entered school his parents had moved to 
Binghamton, New York. At _Binghamton North High School Joe participated in 
student government. took private art lessons, served as illustrator for the school's 
newspape~ and yearbook. and produced his first piece of "sculpture" in an Ivory 
so~p-carving contest. He played on both the school's football and baseball teams. 
His prowe~ ~n the f~tb~I! field resulted in offers of twenty football scholarships 
fro~ pr~st1gLOu~ un1vers1t1:s. The primary reason he chose to attend Syracuse 
Umvers1ty was its outstandmg art school; its highly succcssfuJ football team was 
a secondary reason. His athletic successes continued at Syracuse where he was 
center and linebacker on the football team. catcher on the baseball team and an 
undefeated varsity ~xer. Equally successful in the classroom, Joe Orze gr;dua ted 
magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 1955. He immediately entered 
gr~duate school at Sy~acuse with a scholarship and teaching assistantship in pur
smt of a Master of Science degree which he received in J 956. 33 

From 1956 to 1959 Professor Orze taught art and education at Syracuse and 
a!so worked toward a doctorate. In September 1959 he accepted a position as asso
ciate professor of art education and sculpture at State University College in New 
Pa.ltz, New York. where he remained two years. 1n September 1961 he moved to 
Middle Tennessee State University at Murfreesboro as associate professor and 
h_ead of the Art Department. Murfreesboro was only thirty-two miles from Nash
ville so Joe Orze enrolled in doctoral work at George Peabody College where in 
1970 he was awarded the Ed.D. degree in Higher Education. He also pursued 
advanced. graduate study in art history at Vanderbilt University. ln August t 966 
he left Middle Tennessee to accept a position as professor and chairman of the Art 
Department at Southern Connecticut State College in New Haven where he 
remained three years. Always advancing up the career ladder, Dr. Orze was 

31 
Dr. Bienvenu retired _from Northwestern June I. 1982. In December 1982 be was made President 

Emeruu~ orNSU. Hcd1edJanuru) 27, 1983, at theagcoffifty-ninc. NSU Ne~s Bureau Release Jan-
uary 27, 1983, Februnry 25, 1983. ' 
!~Who's Wh~ in Amer~ca. /980-/98/ , vol. 2. 26. 
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appointed Dean of the College of Fine and Applied Arts at Southeastern Massa
chusetts University where he also served as Acting Dean of the Faculty and inter
im treasurer. In August 197 5 be assumed his first presidency of a college, Worces
ter State College in Worcester, Massachusetts, where he remained until June 
1982 when he left to assume his duties as president ofNSU.34 

In addition to being an experienced university administrator, Dr. Orze is a noted 
artist. He has exhibited drawings and sculptures in over sixty competitions and at 
colleges, universities, museums, and private galleries as well as in numerous one
man exhibitions. His drawings and/or sculptures are also in the permanent collec
tions of The Massachusetts Maritime Academy, The Munson-Williams Proctor 
Institute of Utica, New York, and the Jnstitute of Art of the Benedictine Fathers 
in Rome. Dr. Orze bas contributed many articles on either the arts or collective 
bargaining to professional journals and has co-authored a book, Arr From Scrap, 
which was first published in 1961 and is now in a revised edition. He has also 
chaired two educational missions to Poland sponsored by the American Associa
tion of State Colleges and Universitie.5 and served as a delegate for the same orga
nization's Educational Good Will Visit to the National Republic of China. 
Recently President Orze has served as president of the American Association of 
State Colleges and Universities. Additionally, he has delivered numerous papers 
and participated in seminars, workshops, and institutes throughout his career.35 

When Dr. Orze became president of NSU he decided to have a formal investi
ture on November S, 1982. The day-long ceremonies began with an ecumenical 
Mass at Immaculate Conception Church presided over by the Most Reverend 
Lawrence P. Graves, retired Bishop of the Alexandria-Shreveport Diocese. Fol
lowing the church services, there was a reception hosted by the Natchitoches Par
ish Chamber of Commerce and the City of Natchitoches at the Lemee House. 
During the investiture convocation at Prather Coliseum which was attended by 
visiting state dignitaries, representatives of other universities, members of the 
State Board of Trustees and the Board of Regents as well as faculty, students, 
alumni, and friends of Northwestern, Wiley Sharp, President of the State Board 
of Trustees, officially bestowed the authority of the presidency on Dr. Orze. After 
the convocation, President Orze and his family were guests at a luncheon in the 
Student Union Ballroom during which Dr. Orze received gifts from the student 
body, Alumni Association, and Natchitoches Parish Chamber of Commerce. Oth
er activities of the investiture were the President's Concert and an Alumni Art 
Exhibit. The next day, November 6, Governor David Treen presented Dr. Orze 
with a gift during the halftime activities of the NSU-Nicholls State football 
game.36 

34Vita. Joseph J. One, President's Office, Northwestern Stnte University. 
3Stbid. 
36The Natchitoches Timts, November 14, 1982. 

271 



Northwestern Stare Vni11ersity 

The highlight of the November 5 ceremonies was President Orze's Investiture 
Address - "The Ecology of a University." Declaring himself a "pragmatic ideal
ist," he summed up his personal goal for Northwestern in two words: excellence 
and integrity. "We should strive for excellence in all that we do or are a part of. 
Whether in academics, athletics, research, cultural activities or community ser
vices, the University must strive for excellence; to be the best that it is capable of 
being, and, in so doing, be better than its competitors." Continuing, be declared, 
•cw e must not only strive for excellence; we must achieve it with integrity. The pro
cess of achievement must be one that we can take pride in." He noted that dedicat
ed effective teaching must be the primary mission of the university but he also rec-' . ognized research and creative activity and community service as important 
functions of NSU. ln regard to athletics, Dr. Orze declared, "Athletics are a vital 
part of Northwestern State University. Excellence in athletics is not only a viab!e 
goal for the University, it is a necessary one that must complement excellence m 
academics as well as in all aspects of the University's being. "37 

In striving for academic excellence, President Orze instituted two major proj
ects at NSU- reorganization and a zero-based audit. Under his reorganization, 
eff eclive July 1, 1983, the basic structure of the university consisted of a Preside~t 
(Joseph J. Orze), an Executive Vice-President and ~ice-Preside~t o~ Acade~1c 
Affairs (Thomas Paul Southerland), a Vice-President of Uruvers1ty Affaus 
(George A. Stokes), a Vice-President of Fiscal Affairs (Ernest J. Triche, Jr.) and 
seven deans of: College of Arts and Sciences (Edward W. Graham), College of 
Basic Studies and Associate Programs (Richard H. Galloway /Bennie G. Barron), 
College of Business and Applied Sciences (David C. Townsend/Barry A. Sm.iley), 
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences (Robert A. Alost/Fredenck J. 
Gies), NSU Center at Fort Polle (Roger W. Best), Graduate School (Donald M. 
Rawson/Mildred Hart Bailey), College of Nursing (Peggy Jean Ledbetter). A 
Dean of Students and Chief Student Affairs Officer (Frederick C. Bosarge) and 
an Assistant to the President for External Affairs and Director of lnformation Ser
vices (Jerry D. Pierce) were named. 38 The major changes at the top_level. of ad~
istration divided the duties of the former vice-president of umvers1ty affairs 
between the vice-presidents of university affairs and fiscal affairs and combined 
the old colleges of Liberal Arts and Science and Technology into the College of 
Arts and Sciences. On the next level of administration thirty-one academic depart
ments were condensed into twenty-one.39 The reorganized departments, many of 

37 Joseph J. Orze, investiture address, "The Ecology of a University," in possession ~f author. 
38Northwestern State University of Louisiana, General Catalog, /984-85, 323. Cited hereafter as 
General Catalog. 1984-85. 
39or. Thomas Paul Southerland, interview with aulhor, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 15, 1984. 
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which were of a multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary nature, were Art; Biolo
gy and Microbiology; Chemistry, Physics and Geology; History, Social Sciences 
and Social Work; Language Arts; Mathematics; Military Science; Music; and 
Theatre and Media Arts in the College of Arts and Sciences; Agriculture and Ani
mal Sciences; Accounting and Computer Information Systems; Business; Home 
Economics; and [ndustrial Education and Technology in the College of Business 
and Applied Sciences~ Education; Health, Physical Education and Recreation; 
Psychology; and Human Services in the College of Education; Associate Degree 
Program; Baccalaureate Program; and Graduate Studies and Research in the Col
lege of Nursing. 40 

The academic reorganizalion, as Dr. Orze himself admitted, was opposed by 
many faculty members whose departments were abolished, combined, or other
wise modified.41 Realizing that restructuring a university is never "an applauded" 
job, President Orze still feels the results of the reorganization have been "quite sat
isfactory. "42 Along with the reorganization, the zero-based audit directed depart
ments and other units of the university to examine their programs, courses, and 
activities with a view to making changes, improvements, and deletions before an 
outside agency ordered such a review.43 Again. President Orze is pleased with the 
zero-based audit although it is not yet completed. He feels that progress is being 
made toward ''excellence and integrity" at the university.44 

Because President Orze has been in office less than three years, it is impossible 
to predict the long-range effect of his programs. However, he is of the opinion that 
the resident enrollment on the Natchitoches campus is on the upswing, that the 
students are better prepared academically than they have been in the recent past, 
and that retention of students has illij)roved. He also believes that Northwestern 
must support its strong programs such as nursing, rebuild some that have gone 
through troubled times such as education, and move in new directions with empha
ses on areas such as small business and agriculture and animal sciences.45 

Without a doubt, the most spectacular event of President Orze's administration 
was the university's centennial celebration of 1984. Throughout the year Natchi
toches enjoyed many activities in the "Celebration of a Century."46 The birthday 

4-0aeneral Catalog, /984-85, 323-24. 
41 Dr. Joseph J. Orze, interview with author, Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 15, 1984. 
421bid. 
43Tbid. 
44Jbid. 
45lbid. 
46Tbe slogan "Celebration of a Century" was coined by Mrs. Mildred lee of Eugene P. Watson 
Memorial Library. 
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Governor Edwin W. Edwards unveils Centennial Plaque 

Centennial Women's Basketball Team - Gulf Star Conference Champions 
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Five first ladies cut Centennial cakes 

Former President Arnold R. Kilpatrick 
greeted by President Joseph J. Orze at Cen
tennial Extravaganza. 

Centennial Extravaganza 
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celebration began in January with a Kick-Off Banquet featuring a normal school 
menu, birthday cake, live music, slides, and personal reminiscences.47 ln March 
the celebration continued with the Centennial Extravaganza in Prather Coliseum 
which was decorated as a garden and courtyard. Fine food, drinks, historical dis
plays, slide shows, music and dancing filled the evening. The Extravaganza also 
launched a five-year Centennial Development Campaign, chaired by former pres
ident Arnold R. Kilpatrick.48 In recognition ofNorthwestern's one hundred years, 
the Louisiana Historical Association's annual meeting and the annual Academic 
Honors Banquet were held in March 1984.49 ln July the Natchitoches Folk Festi
val was dedicated to education. so 

Throughout the year there were special displays on NSU's past in the Cammie 
G. Henry Room of the university library. One display prepared by Mrs. Mildred 
Lee, ''Souvenirs of a Century,·• was a visual portrayal of the university's history.51 

The culmination of the university's birthday celebration was Centennial Weekend 
in October which began witl1 Governor Edwin W. Edwards's unveiling of a com
memorative NSU Centennial plaque and formally dedicating the Louisiana 
School for Math, Science and the Arts.52 During his remarks, the governor 
pledged his continued support of NSU declaring, "Those pioneers (wbo founded 
NSU) will not be forgotten and the work they started will be continued."53 The 
next day the Centennial Convocation featured Art Linkletter as guest speaker. 
The presidents of the unjversity and student body, mayor of Natchjtoches, repre
sentatives of the Board of Trustees for State Colleges and Universities and the 
Board of Regents, and the president of the Alumni Association made appropriate 
remarks. President Emeritus Arnold R. Kilpatrick dedicated a Centennial plaque 
during the convocation. 54 The next day which was NSU's l OOth-year homecom
ing, United States Secretary of Education T.H. Bell addressed the Centennial 
Luncheon.ss The day ended with the Demons' victory on the gridiron. The team 
under the new head coach, Sam Goodwin, ended the season as co-champions of the 
newly-formed Gulf Star Conference. 56 

47 The Natchitoches Times. November 13, 1983; Northwestern State Unversity of Louisiana, 
Kick-Off Banquet program, in possession of author. 
48The Alumni Colum11s, XXXX (Spring, 1984), I; ibid., XX.XX (Summer, 1983), 3; Curre11/ Sauce. 
February 14, 1984. · 
49 Annual Meeting, Louisiana Historical Assocatioo, March 29-31, 1984. Louisiana History Newslet
ter. JO (March 1984), 2; Phi Kappa Phi Banquet program in possession of au_thor. 
50rhe Alumni Columns. XXXX (Spring, 1984), 11 . 
51 Ibid., :XXXX (Winter, 1983), 14. 
52Alexandrla Daily Town Talk, October 5, 1984; The Natchitoches Times. September 30. 1984. 
53 Alexandria Daily Town Talk. October 5, 1984. 
54The Natchitoches Times. ~eptember, JO, 1984: Current Sauce, October 2. 1984. 
S.S lbid., October 2, 1984; The Natchitoches Times, September 30. 1984. 
56current Sauce, November 13, 1984. 
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Foundation For A Second Century 

For one hundred years Northwestern State University, under various names, 
has continually provided Louisiana with education leadership and service. It has 
not been without problems and will not be without them in the future. However, 
the university's functions of teaching, research, and service will continue Lo be bea
con lights in the lives of the people it touches. NSU's first one hundred years have 
been a foundation for a second century of even greater educational advancement 
and service to the people of Louisiana, the South, and the nation. It is with great 
optimism, renewed vitality, and dedicated commitment that Northwestern State 
University moves into its second century. 
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APPENDIX I 

Name Changes of Northwestern State University of Louisiana 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL, 1884-1921. Created by Act SJ of the Regular 
Session of the General Assembly of the State of Louisiana, approved July 7, 
1884. 

LOUISIANA STATE NORMAL COLLEGE, 1921-1944. Changed by the 
Constitution of the State of Louisiana, adopted June 18, I 92 I. 

NORTHWESTERN STATE COLLEGE OF LOUISIANA, 1944-1970. 
Changed by a constitutional amendment (Act 326 of the Regular Session of 
the Legislature of the State of Louisiana), approved by the Louisiana voters 
November 7, 1944. 

NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA, 1970-
Changed by Act 31 of the Regular Session of the Legislature of the State of 
Louisiana, approved June 18, 1970. 

APPENDIX II 

Presidents of Northwestern State University of Louisiana 

Edward E. Sheib, 1884-1888 
Thomas 0. Boyd, 1888-1896 
Beverly C. Caldwell, 1896-1908 
James B. As well, 1908-19 J l 
Victor L. Roy, J 9 l 1-1929 
William W. Tison, 1929-1934 
Albert A. Fredericks, 1934-194 I 
Joe Farrar, 1941-1947 

Joseph E. Gibson, 1947-1949 
Garnie W. McGinty, 1949-1950 
H. Lee Prather, 1950-1954 
John S. Kyser, 1954-1966 
Arnold R. Kilpatrick, 1966-1978 
Rene J. Bienvenu, Jr., 1978-1982 
Joseph J. Orze, 1982-
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APPENDIX III 

Selected List of Building Names 
Northwestern State University of Louisiana 

Building 
Bienvenu Hall 

Bossier Hall 
Caspari Hall 

Caddo Hall 
Easton Hall 

Fournet Hall 

Fredericks Fine Arts Center 

Iberville Hall 

Kyser Hall 

Louisiana Hall 
Natchitoches Hall 
Nesom Natatorium 

Noe Armory 
Prather Coliseum 

Prudhomme Hall 

Rapides Hall 
Roy Hall 

Russell Hall 

Sabine Hall 
St. Denis Hall 

Turpin Stadium 

Varnado Hall 
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Extant Buildings 

Named ln Honor Of 
Rene J. Bienvenu, Jr. President of 
Northwestern State University, 1978-1982 
Bossier Parish 
Leopold Caspari, State Representative 
and Senator, "Father of the Normal" 
Caddo Parish 
Warren Easton, Stale Superintendent of 
Public Education, 1884-I 888 
Francis Gary Fournet, Head of Physics/ 
Science/Physical Science Department, 
1912-1955 
Albert A. Fredericks, President of 
Louisiana State Normal College, 1934-1941 
Pierre Le Moyne d'fberville, founder and 
Governer of Louisiana. 1699 
John S. Kyser, President of Northwestern 
State College, 1954-1966 
People of Louisiana 
People of Natchitoches 
Guy W. Nesom, Head of Health and Physical 
Education Department and Dean of the 
College of Education, i 964-1965 
James A. Noe, Governor of Louisiana, 1936 
H. Lee Prather, President of Northwestern 
State College, 1950-1954 
Sieur Jean Baptiste Prud' homme and 
Prudhomme family, early settlers of 
Natchitoches 
Rapides Parish 
Victor L. Roy, President of State Normal 
School (College), I 911-1929 
Scharlie Russell, head librarian, 
1910-1940 
Sabine Parish 
Louis Juchereau St. Denis, founder of 
Natchitoches, 1714 
Harry "Rags" Turpin, bead football 
coach, 1934-1956 
Dean Edwards Varnado, Dean of Women, 
1915-1942 

Watson Library 

Williamson Hall 

Agnes Morris Hall (razed) 

Audubon Hall (razed) 

Bienville Hall (burned, 1976) 

Boyd Hall (razed) 

Bullard Hall (burned, 198 I) 

Caldwell Hall (burned, 1982) 

Carondelet Hall (razed) 

Guardia Hall (burned, 1967) 

Kate Chopin Hall (razed) 

Sheib Hall (razed) 

Eugene P. Watson, bead librarian, 
1940-1964 
George C. Williamson, Professor of 
Biology 1897-1936 

Non-extant Buildings 

Agnes Morris, Faculty member, 1892-
1910, Director of Child Hygiene in 
State Department of Health 
John James Audubon, 19th century 
ornithologist 
Jean Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville, 
colonizer and Governor of Louisiana, 
1702-1707, 1717-1724, 1732-1743 
Thomas D. Boyd, President of State 
Normal School, 1888-1896 
Bullard family 

Beverly C. Caldwell, President of 
State Normal School, 1896-1908 
Francisco Luis Hector, Baron de 
Carondelet, Goveroer of Louisiana, 
1791-1797 
Edward J. Guardia, first principal of 
grade school housed in building, member 
of faculty 
Kate Chopin, 19th century Louisiana 
author 
Edward E. Sheib, President of State 
Normal School, 1884-J 888 

281 



Bibliography 

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bibliographical Note 

[n researching the history of Northwestern State University of Louisiana the 
author has made extensive use of the impressive University Archives housed in the 
Archives Division of the Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library. Containing the 
catalogued papers of presidents Edward E. Sheib, Beverly C. Caldwell, Victor L. 
Roy, Albert A. Fredericks, Joe Farrar, and John S. Kyser and the uncatalogued 
papers of presidents Joe Farrar, Joseph E. Gibson, Gamie W. McGinty, H. Lee 
Prather, and John S. Kyser, the University Archives yielded a wealth of material 
on every aspect of the institution and, to a lesser extent, on Natchitoches and Loui
siana. (Most, or in some cases all, of the papers of presidents Arnold R. Kilpatrick, 
Rene J. Bienvenu, and Joseph J. Orze are active records that will be released to the 
Archives Division when they are no longer needed.) The minutes of the Board of 
Administrators are also located in the University Archives. The establishment of 
the University Archives was due largely to the work of two individuals: E. Loneta 
Graves who preserved the records before their deposit in the library and President 
Arnold R. Kilpatrick who approved the inclusion of the archives division in the new 
library. In addition to the University Archives, the Archives Division houses many 
private collections which provided invaluable information on the university's oper
ation and life. In the listing of primary works, aU of the manuscript collections cit
ed are housed in the university's Archives Division. Otlier primary works contrib
uted to a comprehensive biography of Northwestern and to an understanding of 
the history of higher education in Louisiana. The university's early Biennial 
Reports contained a gold mine of information not only on curricula and budgets 
but also on social and cultural history. The university's Catalogs, Potpourri, 
Alumni Columns, and Current Sauce provided interesting details and a visual por
trayal of the Northwestern community throughout the years. The Biennial 
Reports of the state superintendents of education and the Official Proceedings of 
the State Board of Education presented a perspective of Northwestern's role in 
Louisiana's higher education system and the administration of the university from 
Baton Rouge. A meaningful theme found in all the primary records was the inter
play of education and politics in Louisiana. Since many of the records of the con
temporary period are still working records and not available for persual, personal 
interviews were an important source of information for the last thirty years. News
papers, throughout the years, presented Northwestern to the public and thus inOu
enced the image of the university. (Note: Various research materials collected by 
the author during the research and writing of this volume are deposited in the 
Archives Division, Eugene P. Watson Memorial Library.) 
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Manuscripts 

Board of Administrators, State Normal School of Louisiana. "Minutes." Typescri t 
Beverly C. Caldwell Papers. p · 
Ethel Tison Chaffin Collection. 
William J. Dodd Collection. 
Joe Farrar Papers. 
Albert A. Fredericks Papers. 
Albert A. Fredericks Papers, uncatalogued collection. 
Laura Claire Tison Harris Collection. 
Cammie Garrett Henry Collection. 
John S. Kyser Papers. 
McClung-Byrd Collection. 
Melrose CoUection. 
"Minutes of th~ Meeting of .the State Board of Education, October 6, 1884. •• Typescript. 
Ruth Vernon Pierce Collection. 
Camilla Tison Rachal CoUection. 
Victor L. Roy Papers. 
Edward E. Shieh Papers in the Melrose Collection. 
Pearl Gibbs Sill Collection. 
Mamie Bowman Tarleton Collection. 
George Williamson Collection. 
Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, June 1, 1945-June 30, 1946. 
Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, July 1, 1946-June 30, 1947. 
Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, July 1, 1947-June 30, 1948. 
Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, July 1, 1948-June 30. 1949. 
Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, July t, 1949-June 30, 1950. 
Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, 1950-1952. 
Uncatalogued Presidential Papers, 1953-1954. 

Interviews 

~lbritten, Leo_ T. Intervi.ew wi.th author. Natchitoches, Louisiana, October J 6, 1984. 
Bienvenu, Rene J. fnter:-'1ew ~1th author. Natchitoches, Louisiana, March 5, J 982. 
Ducournau, ~.L. lntemew w!th au.thor. Natchitoches, Louisiana, January 30, J 984. 
Galloway, Richard H. Interview with author. Natchitoches Louisiana November 12 

1984. ' ' ' 

G!llis, ~arbara F. Interview with author. Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 8, 1984. 
Kilpatrick, Arnold R. lntervi~w with author. Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 17, 1984. 
Kyser, Thelma KNO~ Spo~hght Interview. Natchitoches, Louisiana, October 2, 1984. 
O~ze, Joseph J · Inter.:1ew ~1th author. Natchitoches, Louisiana. October 15, 1984. 
Price, John M. l~temew w1~h au~hor. Natchitoches, Louisiana, November 12, 1984. 
Southerland, Max:me Interview w~th au~hor. Natchitoches, Louisiana, October ls, 1984. 
Southerland, Thomas Paul Interview with author. Natchitoches Louisiana October 15 

198~ ' • • 

University Publications 

/Catalogue/ Session I 908-J 909, Louisiana State Normal School. Natchitoches, La. Octo
ber 1.n, 1908-May I 2, 1909. Baton Rouge: The Daily State Publishing Company. J 908. 
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